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INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

RsnI Descaktes was bom at La Haye in Touraine, March 31, 1596. 
He came of a landed family with possessions in Brittany as well as in ^e 
south. His education was begun at the Jesuit College of La Flkhe, con* 
dnued at Paris, and completed by travel in various countries; and his 
studies were varied by several years of military service. After he began to 
devote himself to philosophy, he lived chie% in Holland; but die last 
five months of his life were spent in Stockholm, at the court of Queen 
Cristina of Sweden, where he died on Fetmiary ii, 1650. 

While sdll young, Descartes had become profoundly dissatisfied with 
the scholasdc philosophy, which still survived in the teaching of the 
Jesuits from whom he received his early training; and adopdng a skepd* 
cal atdtude he set out on his travels determined “to gain knowledge 
only from himself and the great book of the world, from nature and die 
observation of man.” It was in Germany, as he tells us, that there came 
to him the idea which proved the starting point of his whole system of 
thought, the idea, “I think, therefore I exist,” which called a halt to the 
philosophical doubt with which he had resolved to regard everything 
that could conceivably be doubted. On this basis he built up a philosophy 
which is usually regarded as the foundation of modern thought. Not 
that the system of Descartes is accepted to-day; but the sweeping away 
of presupposition of ail kinds, and die “method” which he proposed for 
the discovery of troth, have made possible the whole modern philosophic 
development. It was in the “Discourse” here printed, originally pub- 
lished in 1637, that this method was first presented to the world. 

Descartes was distinguished in physics and mathematics as well as in 
philosophy; and his “Geometry” revolutionized the study of that science. 



[PREFATORY NOTE BY THE AUTHOR.] 

If this Discourse appear too long to be read at once, it may be divided 
into six parts: and, in the first, will be found various considerations touch* 
ing the Sciences; in the second, the principal rules of the Method which 
the Author has discovered; in the third, certain of the rules of Morals 
which he has deduced from this Method; in the fourth, the reasonings 
by which he establishes the existence of God and of the Human Soul, 
which are the foundations of his Metaphysic; in the fifth, the order of 
the Physical questions which he has investigated, and, in {articular, jthe 
explication of the motion of the heart and of some other difficulties jip* 
taining to Medicine, as also the difference between the soul of man and 
that of the brutes; and, in the last, what the Author believes to be fie- 
quired in order to greater advancement in the investigation of Natufje 
than has yet been made, with the reasons that have induced him to writd 



DISCOURSE ON THE METHOD 

OF RIGHTLY CONDUCTING 
THE REASON AND SEEKING THE TRUTH 
IN THE SCIENCES 

By RenI Descartes 
PARTI 

G (X)D sense is, of all things among men, the most equally 
’■ distributed; for every one thinks himself so abundantly pro- 
vided with it, that those even who are the most difficult to 
satisfy in everything else, do not usually desire a larger measure of 
this quality than they already possess. And in this it is not likely 
that all are mistaken: the conviction is rather to be held as testifying 
that the power of judging aright and of distinguishing Truth from 
Error, which is properly what is called Good Sense or Reason, is by 
nature equal in all men; and that the diversity of our opinions, con- 
sequently, does not arise from some being endowed with a larger 
share of Reason than others, but solely from this, that we conduct 
our thoughts along different ways, and do not fix our attention on 
the same objects. For to be possessed of a vigorous mind is not 
enough; the prime requisite is rightly to apply it. The greatest minds, 
as they are capable of the highest excellencies, are open likewise to 
the greatest aberrations; and those who travel very slowly may yet 
make far greater progress, provided they keep always to the straight 
road, than those who, while they run, forsake it. 

For myself, I have never fancied my mind to be in any respect more 
perfect than those of the generality; on the contrary, I have often 
wished that I were equal to some others in promptitude of thought, 
or in clearness and distinctness of imagination, or in fulness and 
readiness of memory. And besides these, I know of no other qualities 
that contribute to the perfection of the mind; for as to the Reason or 

A 
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6 DESCARTES 

Sense, inasmuch as it is that alone which constitutes us men, and 
distinguishes us from the brutes, I am disposed to believe that it is 
to be found complete in each individual; and on this point to adopt 
the common opinion of philosophers, who say that the difference of 
greater and less holds only among the accidents, and not among the 
forms or natures of individuals of the same species* 

I will not hesitate, however, to avow my belief that it has been my 
singular good fortune to have very early in life fallen in with certain 
tracks which have conducted me to considerations and maxims, of 
which I have formed a Method that gives me the means, as I think, 
of gradually augmenting my knowledge, and of raising it by little 
and little to the highest point which the mediocrity of my talents a\id 
the brief duration of my life will permit me to reach. For I ha^ 
already reaped from it such fruits that, although I have been accu!^ 
tomed to think lowly enough of myself, and although when I look 
with the eye of a philosopher at the varied courses and pursuits of 
mankind at large, I find scarcely one which does not appear vain and 
useless, 1 nevertheless derive the highest satisfaction from the progress 
I conceive myself to have already made in the search after truth, and 
cannot help entertaining such expectations of the future as to believe 
that if, among the occupations of men as men, there is any one really 
excellent and important, it is that which I have chosen. 

After all, it is possible I may be mistaken; and it is but a little 
copper and glass, perhaps, that I take for gold and diamonds. I know 
how very liable we are to delusion in what relates to ourselves, and 
also how much the judgments of our friends are to be suspected when 
given in our favour. But I shall endeavour in this Discourse to 
describe the paths I have followed, and to delineate my life as in a 
picture, in order that each one may be able to judge of them for 
himself, and that in the general opinion entertained of them, as 
gathered from current report, I myself may have a new help towards 
instruction to be added to those I have been in the habit of em- 
ploying. 

My present design, then, is not to teach the Method which each 
ought to follow for the right conduct of his Reason, but solely to 
describe the way in which I have endeavoured to conduct my own. 
They who set themselves to give precepts must of course regard 
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themselves as possessed of greater skill than diose to vidiom they 
prescribe; and if they or in the slightest particular, they subjea them- 
selves to censure. But as this Tract is put forth merdy as a history, 
or, if you will, as a tale, in which, amid some examples worthy of 
imitation, there will be found, perhaps, as many more which it were 
advisable imt to follow, I hope it will prove useful to some without 
bdng hurtful to any, and that my openness will find some &vour 
with all. 

From my childhood, I have been familiar with letters; and as I 
was given to believe that by their help a clear and certain knowledge 
of all that is useful in life might be acquired, I was ardendy desirous 
of instrucdon. But as soon as I had finished the entire course of 
study, at the dose of which it is customary to be admitted into the 
order of the learned, I completely changed my opinion. For I found 
myself involved in so many doubts and errors, that 1 was convinced 
I had advanced no farther in all my attempts at learning, than the 
discovery at every turn of my own ignorance. And yet I was studying 
in one of the most celebrated Schools in Europe, in which I thought 
there must be learned men, if such were anywWe to be found. I had 
been taught all that others learned there; and not contented with the 
sciences actually taught us, I had, in addition, read all the books that 
had fallen into my hands, treating of such branches as are esteemed 
the most curious and rare. I knew the judgment which others had 
formed of me; and I did not find that I was considered inferior to 
my fellows, although there were among them some who were already 
marked out to fill the places of our instruaors. And, in fin^ our age 
appears to me as flourishing, and as fertile in powerful minds as any 
preceding one. 1 was thus led to take the liberty of judging of all 
other men by myself, and of concluding that there was no science in 
existence that was of such a nature as I had previously been given 
to believe. 

I still continued, however, to hold in esteem the studies of the 
Sdiools. I was aware that the Languages taught in them are neces- 
sary to the understanding of the writings of the ancients; that die 
grace of Fdile stirs the mind; that the memorable deeds of History 
devate it; and, if read with discretion, aid in forming the judgment; 
that the perusal of all excellent books is, as it were^ to interview vdth 
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the noblest men of past ages, who have written them^ and even a 
studied interview, in which are discovered to us only thfir choicest 
thoughts; that Eloquence has incomparable force and beauty; that 
Poesy has its ravishing graces and delights; that in the Mathematics 
there are many refined discoveries eminently suited to gratify the 
inquisitive, as well as further all the arts and lessen the labour of 
man; that numerous highly useful precepts and exhortations to 
virtue are contained in treatises on Morals; that Theology points out 
the path to heaven; that Philosophy affords the means of discoursing 
with an appearance of truth on all matters, and commands the 
admiration of the more simple; that* Jurisprudence, Medicine, and the 
other Sciences, secure for their cultivators honours and riches; and in 
fine, that it is useful to bestow some attention upon all, eVen upon 
those abounding the most in superstition and error, that we may be 
in a position to determine their real value, and guard against being 
deceived. 

But I believed that I had already given sufficient time to Languages, 
and likewise to the reading of the writings of the ancients, to their 
Histories and Fables. For to hold converse with those of other ages 
and to travel, are almost the same thing. It is useful to know some- 
thing of the manners of different nations, that we may be enabled to 
form a more correct judgment regarding our own, and be prevented 
from thinking that everything contrary to our customs is ridiculous 
and irrational,— a conclusion usually come to by those whose experi- 
ence has been limited to their own country. On the other hand, when 
too much time is occupied in travelling, we become strangers to our 
native country; and the over curious in the customs of the past are 
generally ignorant of those of the present. Besides, fictitious narra- 
tives lead us to imagine the possibility of many events that are 
impossible; and even the most faithful histories, if they do not wholly 
misrepresent matters, or exaggerate their importance to render the 
account of them more worthy of perusal, omit, at least, almost always 
the meanest and least striking of the attendant circumstances; hence 
it happens that the remainder does not represent the truth, and that 
such as regulate their conduct by examples drawn from this source, 
are apt to fall into the extravagances of the knight-errants of 
Romance, and to entertain projects that exceed their powers. 
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I esteemed Eloquence highly, and was in raptures with Poesy; but 
I thought that both were gifts of nature rather than fruits of study. 
Those in whom the &culty of Reason is predominant, and who most 
skilfully dispose their thoughts with a view to render them clear 
and intelligible, are always the best able to persuade others of the 
truth of what they lay down, though they should speak only in the 
language of Lower Brittany, and be wholly ignorant of the rules of 
Rhetoric; and those whose minds are stored with the most agreeable 
fancies, and who can give expression to them with the greatest 
embellishment and harmony, are still the best poets, though unac- 
quainted with the Art of Poetry. 

I was especially delighted with the Mathematics, on account of 
the certitude and evidence of their reasonings; but I had not as yet 
a precise knowledge of their true use; and thinking that they but 
contributed to the advancement of the mechanical arts, I was aston- 
ished that foundations, so strong and solid, should have had no 
loftier superstructure reared on them. On the other hand, I com- 
pared the disquisitions of the ancient Moralists to very towering and 
magnificent palaces with no better foundation than sand and mud: 
they laud the virtues very highly, and exhibit them as estimable far 
above anything on earth; but they give us no adequate criterion of 
virtue, and frequently that which they designate with so fine a name 
is but apathy, or pride, or despair, or parricide. 

I revered our Theology, and aspired as much as any one to reach 
heaven: but being given assuredly to imderstand that the way is not 
less open to the most ignorant than to the most learned, and that the 
revealed truths which lead to heaven are above our comprehension, 
I did not presume to subject them to the impotency of my Reason; 
and I thought that in order competendy to undertake their examina- 
don, there was need of some special hdp from heaven, and of being 
more than man. 

Of philosophy I will say nothing, except that when I saw that it 
had been culdvated for many ages by the most distinguished men, 
and that yet there is not a single matter within its sphere which is not 
still in dispute, and nothing, therefore, which is above doiibt, I did 
not presume to anticipate that my success would be greater in it than 
that of others; and further, when I contidered the number of con- 
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a:^ng opinions touching a single matter that may be upheld by 
learned men, while there can be but one true, I reckoned as well-nigh 
fata* all that was only probable. 

As to the other Sciences, inasmuch as these borrow their principles 
from Philosophy, I judged that no solid superstructures could be 
reared on foundations so inhrm; and neither the honour nor the gain 
held out by them was suflScient to determine me to their cultivation: 
for I was not, thank Heaven, in a condition which compelled me to 
makn merchandise of Science for the bettering of my fortune; and 
though I might not profess to scorn glory as a Cynic, I yet made very 
slight account of that honour which I hoped to acquire only through 
fictitious titles. And, in fine, of false Sciences I thought I knew the 
worth suflSciently to escape being deceived by the professidns of an 
alchemist, the predictions of an astrologer, the impostures of a magi- 
cian, or by the artifices and boasting of any of those who profess to 
know things of which they are ignorant. 

For these reasons, as soon as my age permitted me to pass from 
under the control of my instructors, I entirely abandoned the study 
of letters, and resolved no longer to seek any other science than the 
knowledge of myself, or of the great book of the world. I spent the 
remainder of my youth in travelling, in visiting courts and armies, 
in holding intercourse with men of different dispositions and ranks, 
in collecting varied experience, in proving myself in the different 
situations into which fortune threw me, and, above all, in makin g 
such reflection on the matter of my experience as to secure my 
improvement. For it occurred to me that I should find much more 
truth in the reasonings of each individual with reference to the afiairs 
in which he is personally interested, and the issue of which must 
presently punish him if he has judged amiss, than in those conducted 
by a man of letters in his study, regarding speculative matters that 
are of no practical moment, and followed by no consequences to 
himself, farther, perhaps, than that they foster his vanity the better 
the more remote they are from common sense; requiring, as they 
must in this case, the exercise of greater ingenuity and art to render 
them probable. In addition, I had always a most earnest desire to 
know how to distinguish the true foom the fals^ in order rhar I might 
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be able dearly to discriminate the right path in life, and proceed in it 
with confidence. 

It is true that, while busied only in considering the manners of 
other men, I found here, too, scarce any ground for settled convic- 
tion, and remarked hardly less contradiction among them than in the 
opinions of the philosophers. So that the greatest advantage I derived 
from the study consisted in this, that, observing many things which, 
however extravagant and ridiculous to our apprehension, are yet by 
common consent received and approved by other great nations, I 
learned to entertain too decided a belief in regard to nothing of the 
truth of which I had been persuaded merely by example and custom: 
and thus I gradually extricated myself from many errors powerful 
enough to ^ken our Natural Intelligence, and incapacitate us in 
great measure from listening to Reason. But after I had been occu- 
pied several years in thus studying the book of the world, and in 
essaying to gather some experience, I at length resolved to make 
myself an object of study, and to employ all the powers of my mind 
in choosing the paths I ought to follow; an undertaking which was 
accompanied with greater success than it would have been had I 
never quitted my country or my books. 



PART II 


I WAS then in Germany, attracted thither by the wars in that 
country, which have not yet been brought to a termination; and 
as I was returning to the army from the coronation of the 
Emperor, the setdng in of winter arrested me in a locality wher^ as I 
found no society to interest me^ 'ahd was besides fortunately undis* 
turbed by any cares or passions, I remained the whole day in seclu- 
sion,* with full opportunity to occupy my attention with iny own 
thoughts. Of these one of the very W that occurred to me was, 
that there is seldom so much perfection in works composed of many 
separate parts, upon which different hands have been employed, as 
in those completed by a single master. Thus it is observable that the 
buildings which a single architect has planned and evernted , are 
generally more elegant and commodious than those which several 


have attempted to improve, by making old walls serve for purposes 
for which they were not originally built. Thus also, those ancient 
citiw which, from being at first only villages, have become, in course 
of time, large towns, are usually but ill-laid out compared with the 
regularly constructed towns which a professional architect has freely 
planned on an open plain; so that although the several buildings of 
the former may often equal or surpass in beauty those of the latter, 
yet when one observes their indiscriminate juxtoposition, there a 
large one and here a smaU, and the consequent crookedness and 
irregularity of the streets, one is disposed to allege that rhanfa rather 
than any human will guided by reason, must have led to such an 
arrangment. And if we consider that nevertheless there have been 
at ^ tunes certain officers whose duty it was to see that private 
builffings contributed to public ornament, the difficulty of reaching 
fogh perfation wth but the materials of others to operate on, will be 
m y admowMged. In the same way I fancied that those nations 
which, startmg from a semi-barbarous state and advancing to civili- 

iLhenllr, in a room heated by meant of a ttovc— 7i>. 


12 



DISCOURSE ON METHOD I3 

sation by slow degrees, have had their laws successively determined, 
and, as it were, forced upon them simply by experience of the hurt- 
fulness of particular crimes and disputes, would by this process come 
to be possessed of less perfect institutions than those which, from the 
commencement of their association as communities, have followed 
the appointments of some wise legislator. It is thus quite certain that 
the constitution of the true religion, the ordinances of which are 
derived from God, must be incomparably superior to that of every 
other. And, to speak of human affairs, I believe that the past pre- 
eminence of Sparta was due not to the goodness of each of its laws 
in particular, for many of these were very strange, and even opposed 
to good morals, but to the circumstance that, originated by a single 
individual, they all tended to a single end. In the same way I thought 
that the sciences contained in books, (such of them at least as are 
made up of probable reasonings, without demonstrations,) composed 
as they are of the opinions of many different individuals massed 
together, are farther removed from truth than the simple inferences 
which a man of good sense using his natural and unprejudiced 
judgment draws respecting the matters of his experience. And 
because we have all to pass through a state of infancy to manhood, 
and have been of necessity, for a length of time, governed by our 
desires and preceptors, (whose dictates were frequently conflicting, 
while neither perhaps always counselled us for the best,) I farther 
concluded that it is almost impossible that our judgments can be so 
correct or solid as they would have been, had our Reason been 
mature from the moment of our birth, and had we always been 
guided by it alone. 

It is true, however, that it is not customary to pull down all the 
houses of a town with the single design of rebuilding them differ- 
endy, and thereby rendering the streets more handsome; but it often 
happens that a private individual takes down his own with the view 
of erecting it anew, and that people are even sometimes constrained 
to this when their houses are in danger of falling from age, or when 
the foundations are insecure. With this before me by way of example, 
I was persuaded that it would indeed be preposterous for a private 
individual to think of reforming a state by fundamentally changing 
it throughout, and overturning it in order to set it up amended; and 
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the I though was true of any similar piojett for reformiag the 
body of the Sciences, or the order of teaching dtem estaldohed in the 
Schools: but as for the opinions which up to that time I had em- 
braced, I thought that I could not do better than resolve at once to 
sweep them wholly away, that I might a&erwards be in a position to 
admit either others more correct, or even perhaps the same when they 
had undergone the scrutiny of Reason. I firmly believed that in this 
way I shotdd much better succeed in the conduct of my life, than if 
I built only upon old foundations, and leant upon principles w hirh, 
in my youth, I had taken upon, trust. For although I recognised 
various difficulties in this undertaking, these were not, however, 
without remedy, nor once to be compared with such as af%nA the 
slightest reformation in public affairs. Large bodies, if onde over- 
thrown, arc with great difficulty set up again, or even kept erect 
when once seriously shaken, and the fall of such is always disa$trous. 
Then if there are any imperfections in the constitutions of 
(and that many such exists the diversity of constitutions is al»n^ 
sufficient to assure us,) custom has without doubt materially 
smoothed their inconveniences, and has even managed to alto- 
gether dear of, or insensibly corrected a number which sagacity 
could not have provided against with equal effect; and, in the 
defects are almost always more tolerable than the rhangf necessary 
for their removal; in the same manner that highways which wind 
among mountains, by being much frequented, become gradually 
so smooth and commodious, that it is much better to follow them 
than to seek a straighter path by climbing over the tops of rocks 
and descending to the bottoms of precipices. 

I^ce it is that I cannot in any degree approve of those restless 
an busy meddlers who, called neither by birth nor fortune to 
in the ma^gement of public affairs, are yet always pimectine 
refoms; Md if I thought that this Trart contained au^t which 
ought justify the suspidon that I was a victim of such foUy, I would 
ffii^ Sr* ** Publication. I have never contemplated any- 

theinn^^r ^ ®y own opinions, and basing 

^ <»„. ADd J&ough my 
mon with my work has led me to present here a draft of it, I do 
y any means therefore teoomntend to every one else to a 
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similar attempt. Those whom God has endowed with a larger meas* 
ure of genius will entertain, perhaps, designs still more exalted; but 
for the many I am much afraid lest even the present undertaking be 
more than they can safely venture to imitate. The single deagn to 
strip one’s self of all past beliefs is one that ought not to be taken by 
every one. The majority of men is composed of two classes, for 
neither of which would this be at all a befitting resolution : in the first 
place, of those who with more than a due confidence in their own 
powers, are precipitate in their judgments and want the patience 
requisite for orderly and circumspect thinking; whence it happens, 
that if men of this class once take the liberty to doubt of their 
accustomed opinions, and quit the beaten highway, they will never 
be able to thread the byeway that would lead them by a shorter 
course, and will lose themselves and continue to wander for life; 
in the second place, of those who, possessed of sufficient sense or 
modesty to determine that there are others who excel them in the 
power of discriminating between truth and error, and by whom 
they may be instructed, ought rather to content themselves with 
the opinions of such than trust for more correct to their own 
Reason. 

For my own part, I should doubtless have belonged to the latter 
class, had I received instruction from but one master, or had I never 
known the diversities of opinion that from time immemorial have 
prevailed among men of the greatest learning. But 1 had become 
aware, even so early as during my college life, that no opinion, hoW' 
ever absurd and incredible, can be imagined, which has not been 
maintained by some one of the philosophers; and afterwards in the 
course of my travels I remarked that all those whose opinions are 
decidedly repugnant to ours are not on that account barbarians and 
savages, but on the contrary that many of these nations make an 
equally good, if not a better, use of their Reason than we do. I took 
into account also the very different character which a person brought 
up from infancy in France or Germany exhibits, from that which, 
with the same m i nd originally, this individual would have possessed 
had he lived always among the Chinese or with savages, and the 
circumstance that in dress itself the fashion which pleased us ten 
years ago, and which may again, perhaps, be received into favour 
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before ten years have gone, appears to us at this moment extravagant 
and ridiculous. I was thus led to infer that the ground of our opin- 
ions is far more custom and example than any certain knowledge. 
And, finally, although such be the ground of our opinions, I remarked 
that a plurality of suffrages is no guarantee of truth where it is at all 
of difficult discovery, as in such cases it is much more likely that it 
will be found by one than by many. I could, however, select from 
the crowd no one whose opinions seemed worthy of preference, and 
thus I found myself constrained, as it were, to use my own Reason 
in the conduct of my life. 

But like one walking alone and in the dark, I resolved tb proceed 
so slowly and with such circumspection, that if I did not adviance far, 
I would at least guard against falling. I did not even choose to 
dismiss summarily any of the opinions that had crept into my belief 
without having been introduced by Reason, but first of all took 
sufficient time carefully to satisfy myself of the general nature of the 
task I was setting myself, and ascertain the true Method by which to 
arrive at the knowledge of whatever lay within the compass of my 
powers. 

Among the branches of Philosophy, I had, at an earlier period, 
given some attention to Logic, and among those of the Mathematics 
to Geometrical Analysis and Algebra, — three Arts or Sciences which 
ought, as I conceived, to contribute something to my design. But, on 
examination, I found that, as for Logic, its syllogisms and the 
majority of its other precepts are of avail rather in the conununica- 
tion of what we already know, or even as the Art of Lully, in speak- 
ing without judgment of things of which we are ignorant, than in 
the investigation of the unknown; and although this Science contains 
indeed a number of correct and very excellent precepts, there are, 
nevertheless, so many others, and these either injurious or superflu- 
ous, mingled with the former, that it is almost quite as difficult to 
effect a severance of the true from the false as it is to extract a Diana 
or a Minerva from a rough block of marble. Then as to the Analysis 
of the ancients and the Algebra of the moderns, besides that they 
embrace only matters highly abstract, and, to appearance, of no use^ 
Ae former is so exclusively restricted to the consideration of figures, 
that it can exercise the Understanding only on condition of greatly 
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fatiguing the Imagination;^ arid) in the latter, there is so complete a 
subjection to certain rules and formulas, that there results an art full 
of confusion and obscurity calculated to embarrass, instead of a 
science fitted to cultivate the mind. By these considerations I was 
induced to seek some other Method which would comprise the 
advantages of the three and be exempt from their defects. And as a 
multitude of laws often only hampers justice, so that a state is best 
governed when, with few laws, these are rigidly administered; in 
like manner, instead of the great number of precepts of which Logic 
is composed, I believed that the four following would prove perfectly 
sufficient for me, provided I took the firm and unwavering resolution 
never in a single instance to fail in observing them. 

The first was never to accept anything for true which I did not 
clearly know to be such; that is to say, carefully to avoid precipitancy 
and prejudice, and to comprise nothing more in my judgment than 
what was presented to my mind so clearly and distinctly as to 
exclude all ground of doubt. 

The second, to divide each of the difficulties under examination 
into as many parts as possible, and as might be necessary for its 
adequate solution. 

The third, to conduct my thoughts in such order that, by com- 
mencing with objects the simplest and easiest to know, I might 
ascend by little and little, and, as it were, step by step, to the knowl- 
edge of the more complex; assigning in thought a certain order even 
to those objects which in their own nature do not stand in a rela- 
tion of antecedence and sequence. 

And the last, in every case to make enumerations so complete, and 
reviews so general, that I might be assured that nothing was omitted. 

The long chains of simple and easy reasonings by means of which 
geometers are accustomed to reach the conclusions of their most 
difficult demonstrations, had led me to imagine that all things, to 
the knowledge of which man is competent, are mutually connected 
in the same way, and that there is nothing so far removed from us 
as to be beyond our reach, or so hidden that we cannot discover it, 
provided only we abstain from accepting the false for the true, and 

‘The Imaginadon must here be takea as equivalent simply to the Representative 
Faculty.— Tr. 
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always preserve in our thoughts the order necessary Bor the deduc- 
tion of one truth from another. And 1 had litde difficulty in deter- 
mining the objects with which it was necessary to commoice^ for I 
was already persuaded that it must be with the simplest and easiest 
to know, and, considering that of all those who have hitherto sought 
truth in the Sciences, the mathematicians alone have been able to 
find any demonstrations, that is, any certain and evident reasons, 1 
did not doubt but that such must have been the rule of their invesd- 
gations. I resolved to commence, therefore, with the examination 
of the simplest objects, not anticipating, however, from this apy other 
advantage than that to be found in accustoming my mind to the 
love and nourishment of truth, and to a distaste for all suchi. reason- 
ings as were unsound. But 1 had no intention on that account of 
attempting to master all the particular Sciences commonly denomi- 
nated Mathematics: but observing that, however different their 
objects, they all agree in considering only the various relations or 
proportions subsisting among those objects, I thought it best for my 
purpose to consider these proportions in the most general form 
possiblei, without referring them to any objeas in particular, except 
such as would most facilitate the knowledge of them, and without 
by any means restricting them to these, that afterwards I might thus 
be the better able to apply them to every other class of objects to 
which they are legitimately applicable. Perceiving further, that in 
order to understand these relations I should sometimes have to con- 
sider them one by one, and sometimes only to bear them in mind, 
or embrace them in the aggregate, I thought that, in order the better 
to consider them individually, I should view them as subsisting 
between straight lines, than which I could find no objects more 
simple, or capable of being more distinctly represented to my imagi- 
nation and senses; and on the other hand, that in order to retain 
than in the memory, or embrace an aggr^ate of many, I should 
express them by certain characters the briefest possible. In this way 
I beheved that I could borrow all that was best both in Geometrical 
Analysis and in Algebra, and correct all the defects of the one by help 
of the other. 

And, in point of fact, the accurate observance of these few prec^ts 
gave me, I take the liberty of saying, such ease in unravelling ail Ae 
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quesdons embraced in these two sciences, that in die two or three 
months I devoted to thdr examination, not only did 1 reach solutions 
of questions I had fcmnerly deemed exceedingly difficult, Iwit even 
as regards questions of the solution of which I continued i gnnran t, 

I was enabl^ as it appeared to me, to determine the means whereby, 
and the extent to which, a solution was possible; results attributable 
to the circumstance that I commenced with the simplest and most 
general truths, and that thus each truth discovered was a rule avail- 
able in the discovery of subsequent ones. Nor in this perhaps shall I 
appear too vain if it be considered that, as the truth on any particular 
point is one, whoever apprdiends the truth, knows all that on that 
point can be known. The child, for example, who has been instructed 
in the elements of Arithmetic, and has made a particular addition, 
according to rule, may be assured that he has found, with respect to 
the sum of the numbers before him, all that in this instance is 
within the reach of human genius. Now, in conclusion, the Method 
which teaches adherence to the true order, and an exact enumera- 
tion of all the conditions of the thing sought includes all that gives 
certitude to the rules of Arithmetic. 

But the chief ground of my satisfaction with this Method, was the 
assurance I had of thereby exercising my reason in all matters, if not 
with absolute perfection, at least with the greatest attainable by me: 
besides, I was conscious that by its use my mind was becoming gradu- 
ally habituated to clearer and more distinct conceptions of its objects; 
and I hoped also, from not having restricted this Method to any 
particular matter, to apply it to the difficulties of the other Sciences, 
with not less success than to those of Algebra. 1 should not, however, 
■on this account have ventured at once on the examination of all the 
difficulties of the Sciences which presented themselves to me, for 
this would have been contrary to the order prescribed in the Method, 
but observing that the knowledge of such is dependent on principles 
borrowed from Philosophy, in which I found nothing certain, I 
thought it necessary first of all to endeavour to establish its principles. 
And because 1 observed, besides, that an inquiry of this kind was 
■of all others of the greatest moment, and one in which precipitancy 
and anticipation in judgment were most to be dreaded, I thought 
■that I ought not to approach it till I had reached a more mature age. 
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(being at that time but twenty-three,) and had first of all employed 
much of my time in preparation for the work, as well by eradicating 
from my mind all the erroneous opinions I had up to that moment 
accepted, as by amassing variety of experience to afiord material!; for 
my reasonings, and by continually exercising myself in my chosen 
Method with a view to increased skill in its application. 
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A ND, finally, as it is not enough, before commencing to rebuild 

IJL the house in which we live, that it be pulled down, and 
X JL materials and builders provided, or that we engage in the 
work ourselves, according to a plan which we have beforehand care- 
fully drawn out, but as it is likewise necessary that we be furnished 
with some other house in which we may live commodiously during 
the operations, so that I might not remain irresolute in my actions, 
while my Reason compelled me to suspend my judgment, and that 
I might not be prevented from living thenceforward in the greatest 
possible felicity, I formed a provisory code of Morals, composed of 
three or four maxims, with which I am desirous to make you 
acquainted. 

The first was to obey the laws and customs of my country, adhering 
firmly to the Faith in which, by the grace of God, I had been edu- 
cated from my childhood, and regulating my conduct in every other 
matter according to the most moderate opinions, and the farthest 
removed from extremes, which should happen to be adopted in prac- 
tice with general consent of the most judicious of those among whom 
I might be living. For, as I had from that time begun to hold my 
own opinions for nought because I wished to subject them all to 
examination, I was convinced that I could not do better than follow 
in the meantime the opinions of the most judicious; and although 
there are some perhaps among the Persians and Chinese as judi- 
cious as among ourselves, expediency seemed to dictate that I should 
regulate my practice conformably to the opinions of those with whom 
I should have to live; and it appeared to me that, in order to ascertain 
the real opinions of such, I ought rather to take cognizance of what 
they practised than of what they said, not only because, in the corrup- 
tion of our manners, there are few disposed to speak exactly as they 
believe, but also because very many are not aware of what it is that 
they really believe; for, as the act of mind by which a thing is believed 
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is different from that by which we know that we b^eve it, the one 
act is ofr<»n found without the other. Also, amid many opinions held 
in equal repute, I chose always the most moderate, as much for the 
reason that these are always the most convenient for practice, and 
probably the best, (for all excess is generally vicious,) as that, in the 
event of my falling into error, I might be at less distance from the 
truth than if, having chosen one of the extremes, it should turn out 
to be the other which I ought to have adopted. And I placed in the 
rlasu of extremes especially all pfoinises by which somewhat of our 
freedom is abridged; not that I disapproved of the laws which, to 
provide against the instability of men of feeble resolution, when what 
is sought to be accomplished is some good, permit engagements by 
vows and contracts binding the parties to persevere in it, ot even, 
for the security of commerce, sanction similar engagements where 
the purpose sought to be realized is indifferent: but because I did not 
find anything on earth which was wholly superior to change, and 
because, for myself in particular, I hoped gradually to perfect my 
judgments, and not to suffer them to deteriorate, I would have 
deemed it a grave sin against good sense, if, for the reason that I 
approved of something at a particular time, I therefore bound myself 
to hold it for good at a subsequent time, when perhaps it had ceased 
to be so, or I had ceased to esteem it such. 

My second maxim was to be as firm and resolute in my actions as 
I was able, and not to adhere less steadfastly to the most doubtful 
opinions, when once adopted, than if they had been highly certain; 
imitating in this the example of travellers who, when they have lost 
their way in a forest, ought not to wander from side to side, far less 
remain in one place, but proceed constantly towards the same ade 
in as straight a line as possible, without changing thdr direction for 
slight reasons, although perhaps it might be chance alone which at 
first determined the selection; for in this way, if they do not exactly 
reach the point they desire, they will come at least in the end to some 
place that will probably be preferable to the middle of a forest. In the 
same way, since in action it frequently ha{^)ens that ih> delay is 
permissibly it is very certain that, when it is not in our power to 
determine what is true, we ought to act according to what is most 
probable; and even although we should not remade a greater prob* 
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ability in one opixuon than in another, we ought notwithstanding to 
choose one or the other, and afterwards consider it, in so far as it 
relates to practice, as no longer dubious, but manifesdy true and 
certain, since the reason by which our choice has been determined is 
itself possessed of these qualities. This principle was sufficient 
thenceforward to rid me of all those repentings and pangs of remorse 
that usually disturb the consciences of such fed>le and uncertain 
minds as, destitute of any clear and determinate principle of choice, 
allow themselves one day to adopt a course of action as the best, 
which they abandon the next, as the opposite. 

My third maxim was to endeavour always to conqua: myself 
rather than fortune, and change my desires rather than the order 
of the world, and in general, accustom myself to the persuasion that, 
except our own thoughts, there is nothing absolutely in our power; 
so that when we have done our best in respect of things external to 
us, all wherein we fail of success is to be held, as regards us, abso- 
lutely impossible: and this single principle seemed to me sufficient to 
prevent me from desiring for the future anything which I could not 
obtain, and thus render me contented; for since our will naturally 
seeks those (d)jects alone which the understanding represents as in 
some way possible of attainment, it is plain, that if we consider all 
external goods as equally beyond our power, we shall no more regret 
the absence of such goods as seem due to our birth, when deprived 
of them without any fault of ours, than our not possessing the king- 
doms of China or Mexico; and thus making, so to speak, a virtue of 
necessity, we shall no more desire health in disease, or freedom in 
imprisonment, than we now do bodies incorruptible as diamonds, or 
the wings of birds to fly with. But 1 confess there is need of {xro- 
longed discipline and frequendy repeated meditation to accustom the 
mind to view all dijects in this light; and I beheve that in this chiefly 
consisted the secret of the power of such philosophers as in form^ 
times were enabled to rise superior to the influence of fortune, and 
amid suffering and poverty, enjoy a happiness which their gods 
might have envied. For, occupied incessantly with the consideration 
d the limits prescribed to their power by nature, they became so 
entjr dy convinced that nothing was at thdr disposal except theif 
own thrwighrs, that this conviction was of itself suffident to prevent 
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in the solution of hfathematical difficulties, or even in the solution 
likewise of some questions belonging to other Sciences, but which, 
by my having detached them from such principles of these Sciences 
as were of inadequate certainty, were rendered almost Mathematical: 
the truth of this will be manifest from the numerous examples con- 
tained in this volume.* And thus, without in appearance living 
otherwise than those who, with no other occupation than that ipf 
spending their lives agreeably and innocendy, study to sever pleasure 
from vice, and who, ^at they may enjoy their leisure without ennia, 
have recourse to such pursuits as are honourable, 1 was neverthde^ 
prosecuting my design, and making greater progress in the knowU 
edge of truth, than I might, perhaps, have made had I been engaged 
in the perusal of books merely, or in holding converse with men of 
letters. 

These nine years passed away, however, before I had come to any 
determinate judgment respecting the difficulties which form matter 
of dispute among the learned, or had commenced to seek the princi- 
ples of any Philosophy more certain than the vulgar. And the 
examples of many men of the highest genius, who had, in former 
times, engaged in this inquiry, but, as appeared to me, without suc- 
cess, led me to imagine it to be a work of so much difficulty, that 1 
would not perhaps have ventured on it so soon had I not heard it 
currently rumoured that I had already completed the inquiry. I 
know not what were the grounds of this opinion; and, if my conver- 
sation contributed in any measure to its rise, this must have happened 
rather foom my having confessed my ignorance with greater freedom 
than those are accustomed to do who have studied a little, and ex- 
pounded, perhaps, the reasons that led me to doubt of many of those 
things that by others are esteemed certain, than from my having 
boasted of any system of Philosophy. But, as I am of a disposition 
that makes me unwilling to be esteemed different from what I really 
am, I thought it necessary to endeavour by all means to render mysdf 
worthy of the reputation accorded to me; and it is now exactly etg^ 
years since this desire constrained me to remove from all those places 
where interruption from any of my acquaintances was possible; and 

*The I&coune on Method was ixipnally puUished aloiig iridi the IXoptrici, the 
Meieonci, and the Geometry^— 7>. 
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betake myself to this country,’ in which the long duration of the war 
has led to the establishment of such discipline, that the armies main* 
tained seem to be of use only in enabling the inhabitants to enjoy 
more securely the blessings of peace; and where, in the midst of a 
great crowd actively engaged in business, and more careful of their 
own affairs than curious about those of others, I have been enabled 
to live without being deprived of any of the conveniences to be had 
in the most poptdous cities, and yet as solitary and as retired as in 
the midst of the most remote deserts. 

* Holland; to which country he withdrew in 1629.— T r. 
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I AM in doubt as to the propriety, of making my first med^tions 
in the place above mentioned matter of discourse; for thtese are 
so metaphysical, and so uncommon, as not, perhaps, toW ac- 
ceptable to every one. And yet, that it may be determined whetha: 
the foundations that I have laid are sufficiently secure, I find thyself 
in a measure constrained to advert to them. I had long before re- 
marked that, in (relation to) practice, it is sometimes necessary to 
adopt, as if above doubt, opinions which we discern to be highly 
un«‘itain, as has been already said; but as I then desired to give my 
attention solely to the search after truth, I thought that a procedure 
exactly the opposite was called for, and that I ought to reject as 
absolutely false all opinions in regard to which I could suppose the 
least ground for doubt, in order to ascertain whether after ^at there 
remained aught in my belief that was wholly indubitable. Accord- 
ingly, seeing that our senses sometimes deceive us, I was willing to 
suppose that there existed nothing really such as they presented to us; 
and because some men err in reasoning, and fall into paralogisms, 
even on the simplest matters of Geometry, I, convinced that I was as 
open to error as any other, rejected as false all the reasonings I had 
hitherto taken for demonstrations; and finally, when 1 considered 
that the very same thoughts (presentations) which we experience 
when awake may also be experienced when we are asleep, while 
there is at that time not one of them true, 1 supposed that all the 
objects (presentations) that had ever entered into my mind when 
awake, had in them no more truth than the illusions of my dreams. 
But immediately upon this I observed that, whilst I thus wished 
to think that all was false, it was absolutely necessary that I, who 
thus thought, should be somewhat; and as I observed that this truth, 
I thin\, hence I am, was so certain and of such evidence, that no 
ground of doubt, however extravagant, could be alleged by the 
Sceptics capable of shaking it, I concluded that I might, without 
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scruple, accept it as the first principle of the Philosophy of whidi 
I was in search. 

In the next place, I attentively examined what I was, and as I 
observed that I could suppose that I had no body, and that there 
was no world nor any place in which I might be; but that I could 
not therefore suppose that 1 was not; and that, on the contrary, from 
the very circumstance that I thought to doubt of the truth of other 
things, it most clearly and certainly followed that I was; while, on the 
other hand, if I had only ceased to think, although all the other 
objects which I had ever imagined had been in reality existent, I 
would have had no reason to believe that I existed; I thence con- 
cluded that I was a substance whose whole essence or nature con- 
sists only in thinking, and which, that it may exist, has need of no 
place, nor is dependent on any material thing; so that “I,” that is to 
say, the mind by which I am what I am, is wholly distinct from the 
body, and is even more easily known than the latter, and is such, fhat 
although the latter were not, it would still continue to be all that it is. 

After this I inquired in general into what is essential to the truth 
and certainty of a proposition; for since I had discovered one which 
I knew to be true, I thought that I must likewise be able to discover 
the ground of this certitude. And as I observed that in the words 
7 thin\, hence I am, there is nothing at all which gives me assurance 
of their truth beyond this, that I see very clearly that in order to 
think it is necessary to exist, I concluded that I might take, as a 
general rule, the principle, that all the things which we very clearly 
and distinctly conceive are true, only observing, however, that there 
is some difficulty in rightly determining the objects which we dis- 
tinctly conceive. 

In the next place, from reflecting on the circumstance that I 
doubted, and that consequendy my being was not wholly perfect, 
(for I clearly saw that it was a greater perfoction to know than to 
doubt,) I was led to inquire whence I had learned to think of some- 
thing more perfect than myself; and I clearly recognised that I must 
hold this notion from some Nature which in reality was more per- 
fect. As for the thoughts of many other directs external to me, as 
of the sky, the earth, light, heat, and a thousand mote, I was less at a 
loss to l^w whence these came; for since I remarked in them 
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nnAing wfalch scemed to render diem superior to myself I could 
believe that, if these were true, they were dependencies on my own 
nature, in so br as it possessed a certain perfection, and, if they were 
false, that I held them from nothing, that is to say, that they were 
in me because of a certain imperfection of my nature. But diis 
could not be the case with the idea of a Nature more perfect than 
myself; for to receive it from nothing was a thing manifesdy impos- 
sible; and, because it is not less repugnant that the more perfect 
should be an effect of, and dependence on the less perfect, than'^that 
something should proceed from nothing, it was equally im p n^ihle 
that I could hold it from myself: accordingly, it but remained thai- 
it had been placed in me by a Nature which was in reality more 
perfect than mine, and which even possessed within itself all the 
perfections of which I could form any idea; that is to say, in a 
single word, which was God. And to this I added tha^ since I 
knew some perfections which I did not possess, I was not the only 
being in existence, (I will here, with your permission, freely use the 
terms of the schools) ; but, on the contrary, that there was of neces- 
sity some other more perfect Being upon whom I was dependent, 
and from whom I had received all that I possessed; for if I had 
existed alone, and independently of every other being, so as to have 
had from myself all the perfection, however little, wUch 1 actually 
possessed, I should have been able, for the same reason, to have had 
from myself the whole remainder of perfection, of the want of which 
I was conscious, and thus could of myself have become infinif^*^ 
eternal, immutoble, omnisdent, all-powerful, and, in have 
possessed all the perfection which I could recognise in God. For in 
order to know the nature of God, (whose existence has b^rTi estab- 
li^ed by the preceding reasonings,) as far as my own nature per- 
mitted, I had only to consider in reference to all the properties of 
which I found in my mind some idea, whether their pAgsytrinn 
w« a mark of perfection; and I was assured that no one which 
indicated any imperfection was in him, and that none of the rest 
WM awmting. Thus I perceived that doubt, inconstancy, sadness, 
and siKh hke, could not be found in God, since I myself would have 
been ^ppy to be free from them. Besides, I had ideas of many 
sensible and corporeal things; for although I might suppose dun 
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I was dreamily, and that all which I saw or imagined was hdse, I 
could not, nevertheless deny that the ideas were in reality in my 
thoughts. But, because I had already very clearly recognised in 
myself that the intdligent nature is distinct from the corporeal, and 
as I observed that all composidon is an evidence of dependency, and 
that a state of dependency is manifesdy a state of imperfecdon, I 
therefore determined that it could not be a perfecdon in God to be 
compounded of these two natures, and that consequently he was 
not so compounded; but that if there were any bodies in the world, 
or even any intelligences, or other natures that were not wholly per> 
feet, their existence depended on his power in such a way that they 
could not subsist without him for a single moment. 

I was disposed straightway to search for other truths; and when I 
had represented to myself the object of the geometers, which 1 
conceived to be a condnuous body, or a space indefinitely extended in 
length, breadth, and height or depth, divisible into divas parts 
which admit of different figures and dzes, and of bong moved or 
transposed in all manner of ways, (for all this the geometers sup- 
pose to be in the object they contemplate,) I went over some of 
their simplest demonstradons. And, in the first plac^ I observed, 
that the great cerdtude which by common consent is accorded to 
these demonstradons, is founded solely upon this, that they are 
clearly conceived in accordance with the rules I have already laid 
down. In the next place; I percaved that there was nothing at 
all in these demonstradons which could assure me of the existence 
of thar object: thus, for example; supposing a triangle to be given, 
I disdnedy perceived that its three angles wae necessarily equal 
to two right angles, but 1 did not on that accoimt perceive anything 
which could assure me that any triangle existed: whil^ on the 
conuary, recurring to the examinadon of the idea of a Perfect 
Being, I found that the existence of the Bong was comprised in 
the idea in the same way that the equality of its three angles to two 
ri^t angles is comprised in the idea of a triangle; or as in die idea 
of a qihere; the equidistance of all points on its surbee from the 
centre, or even still more clearly; and that consequendy it is at 
least as certain that God, who is this Perfect Beings is, or exists^ 
as any dononstradon of Geometry can be. 
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But the reason which leads many to persuade themselves diat 
diere is a difficulty in knowing this truth, and even also in knowing 
what their mind really is, is that they never raise their tho n ghts 
above sensible objects, and are so accustomed to consider nothing 
except by way of imagination, which is a mode of thinking limited 
to material objects, that all that is not imaginable seems to them 
not intelligible. The truth of this is sufficiently manifest from t^e 
single circumstance, that the philosophers of the Schook accept |is 
a maxim that there is nothing in the Understanding which was n^t 
previously in the Senses, in whidi however it is certain that th<e 
ideas of God and of the soul have never been; and it appears to m^ 
that they who make use of their imagination to cnmpr«>tii»n d these' 
ideas do exacdy the same thing as if, in order to hear sounds or 
smell odours, they strove to avail themselves of their eyes; 
indeed that there is this difference, that the sense of does not 
affiord us an inferior assurance to those of smell or hearing; in 
place of which, neither our imagination nor our senses can give us 
assurance of anything unless our Understanding intervene. 

Finally, if there be, still persons who are not suffidendy persuaded 
of the existence of God and of the soul, by the reasons I have aHttiKed , 
1 am dedrous that they should know that all the other proposidons’, 
of the truth of which they deem themselves perhaps more assured, 
as that we have a body, and that there exist stars and an earth’ 
and such Hke, are less certain; for, although we have a moral 
assurance of these things, which is so strong that there is an 
appearance of extravagance in doubting of their cxktencei yet at 
the saine time no one, unless his intellect is impaired, can deny, 
whra die question relates to a metaphysical certitude rbaf there is 
student reason to exdude entire assurance, in the observation that 
when as^ we can in the same way imagine ourselves possessed of 
Mother body and that we see other stars and another earth, when 
th«e IS nothing of the kind. For how do we know that the thoughte 
which occur m dreaming are false rather than those other which we 
whOT awake, since the former arc often not less vivid 
Md distma t^ the latter? And though men of the highest 
^us study this quMtion as long as they please, I do not believe 
hat they will be able to give any reason which can be suffident 
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to lemove this doubly unless they presuppose the existence of God. 
For, in the first place, even the principle which I have already 
taken as a rule, viz., that all the things which we clearly and 
distinctly conceive are true, is certain only because God is or exists 
and because he is a Perfect Being, and because all that we possess 
is derived from him: whence it follows that our ideas or notions, 
which to the extent of their clearness and distinctness are real, and 
proceed from God, must to that extent be true. Accordingly, 
whereas we not unfrequently have ideas or notions in which some 
falsity is contained, this can only be the case with such as are to 
some extent confused and obscure, and in this proceed from nothing, 
(participate of negation,) that is, exist in us thus confused because we 
are not wholly perfect. And it is evident that it is not less repugnant 
that falsity or imperfection, in so far as it is imperfection, should 
proceed from God, than that truth or perfection should proceed from 
nothing. But if we did not know that all which we possess of real 
and true proceeds from a Perfect and Infinite Being, however dear 
and distinct our ideas might be, we should have no ground on that 
account for the assurance that they possessed the perfection of 
being true. 

But after the knowledge of God and of the soul has tendered 
us certain of this rule, we can easily understand that the trudi of the 
thoughts we experience when awake, ought not in the slightest 
degree to be called in question on account of the illusions of our 
dreams. For if it happened that an individual, even when asleq), 
had some very distinct idea, as, for example, if a geometer should 
discover some new demonstration, the drcumstance of his being 
asleep would not militate against its truth; and as for the most 
ordinary error of our dreams, which consists in their representing 
to us various objects in the same way as our octernal senses, this 
is not prejudicial, since it leads us very properly to suspect the truth 
of the ideas of sense; for we are not unfirequently deceived in the 
same manner when awake; as when persons in the jaundice see all 
objects yellow, or when the stars or bodies at a great distwce appear 
to us much smaller than diey are. For, in fine, whether aws^ or 
askq), we ought never to allow ourselves to be persuaded of the 
tnidi of anything unless on the evidence of our Reason. And it 
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must be noted that I say of our Reason, and not of our imaginarinp 
or of our senses: thus, for example, although we very clearly see the 
sun, we ought not therefore to determine that it is only of the size 
which our sense of sight presents; and we may very distinctly imaginA 
the head of a lion joined to the body of a goat, without being ther^re 
shut up to the conclusion that a chimaera exists; for it is not a dictate 
of Reason that what we thus see or irtiagine is in reality existent; 
but it plainly tells us that all our ideas or notions contain in rhom 
some truth; for otherwise it could not be that God, who is wh^y 
perfect and veracious, should have placed them in us. And because 
our reasonings are never so clear or so complete during sleep as 
when we are awake, although sometimes the acts of our imagination 
are then as lively and distinct, if not more so than in our waking 
moments. Reason further dictates that, since all our thoughts cannot 
be true because of our partial imperfection, those possessing truth 
must infallibly be found in the experience of our waking m nmAnfji; 
rather than in that of our dreams. 



PART V 


I WOULD here willingly have proceeded to exhibit the whole 
chain of truths which I deduced from these primary; but as 
with a view to this it would have been necessary now to treat of 
many questions in dispute among the learned, with whom I do not 
wish to be embroiled, 1 believe that it will be better for me to refrain 
from this exposition, and only mention in general what these truths 
are, that the more judicious may be able to determine wh^er a 
more special account of them would conduce to the public ad- 
vantage. I have ever remained firm in my original resolution to 
suppose no other principle than that of which I have recendy 
availed myself in demonstrating the existence of God and of the 
soul, and to accept as true nothing that did not appear to me more 
clear and certain than the demonstrations of the geometers had 
formerly appeared; and yet I venture to state that not only have I 
found means to satisfy myself in a short time on all the principal 
difficulties which are usually treated of in Philosophy, but I have also 
observed certain laws established in nature by God in such a 
manner, and of which he has impressed on our minds such notions, 
that after we have reflected sufficiently upon these, we cannot doubt 
that they are accurately observed in all that exists or takes plam in 
the world: and farther, by considering the concatenation of these 
laws, it appears to me that I have discovered many truths more 
useful and more important than all I had before learned, or even 
had expeaed to learn. 

But because I have essayed to expound the duef of these dis- 
coveries in a Treatise which certain considerations prevent me from 
publishing, I cannot make the results known more conveniently 
than by bae giving a summary of the contents of this Treatise. 
It viras my design to comprise in it all that, b^ore I set mysdf to 
write it, I drought I knew of the nature o£ material objects. But 
like the paints s who, finding themselves unable to represent equally 

3S 
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wdl on a plain sut£ace all the different hices of a solid body^ sdiect 
one of the chief, on which alone they make the light fall, and throw- 
ing the rest into the shade, allow them to appear only in so far as they 
can be seen while looking at the principal one; so, fearing lest I 
should not be able to comprise in my discourse all that was in my 
min<i, I resolved to expound singly, though at considerable length, 
my opinions regarding light; then to takeihe opportunity of addidg 
some thing on the sun and the fixed stars, since light ah^st wholw 
proceeds from them; on the heavens since they transmit it; on the 
planets, comets, and earth, since they reflect it; and particularly on 
all the bodies that are upon the earth, since they are either coloured, \ 
or transparent, or luminous; and finally on man, since he is the ' 
spectator of these objects. Further, to enable me to cast this variety 
of subjects somewhat into the shad^ and to express my judgment 
regarding them with greater freedom, without being necessitated 
to adopt or refute the opinions of the learned, I resolved to leave all 
the people here to their disputes, and to speak only of what would 
happen in a new world, if God were now to create somewhere in the 
imaginary spaces matter sufficient to compose one, and were to 
agitate variously and confusedly the diffierent parts of this matter, 
so that there resulted a chaos as disordered as the poets ever feigned, 
and after that did nothing more than lend his ordinary concurrence 
to nature, and allow her to act in accordance vnth the laws which 
he had established. On this supposition, I, in the first place, de- 
scribed this matter, and essayed to represent it in such a manner 
that to my mind there can be nothing clearer and more intelligible, 
except what has been recently said regarding God and the soul; 
for 1 even expressly supposed that it possessed none of those forms 
or qualities which are so dd^ated in the Schoob, nor in general 
anydung the knowledge of which is not so natural to our minds 
that no one can so much as imagine himself ignorant of it.. Besides, 
1 have pointed out what are the laws of nature; and, with no 
other principle upon which to found my reasonings except the 
infinite perfection of God, I endeavoured to demonstrate all those 
about which there could be any room for doubt, and to prove 
that they are such, that even if God had created more worlds, 
tha:e could have been none in wluch these laws were not observed. 
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Thereafter, I showed how the greatest part of the matter of this 
chaos must, in accordance with these laws, dispose and arrange 
itself in such a way as to present the appearance of heavens; how 
in the meantime some of its parts must compose an earth and some 
planets and comets, and others a sun and fixed stars. And, making 
a digression at this stage on the subject of light, I expounded at 
considerable length what the nature of that light must be which is 
found in the sun and the stars, and how thence in an instant of 
time it traverses the immense spaces of the heavens, and how from 
the planets and comets it is reflected towards the earth. To diis I 
likewise added much respecting the substance, the atuation, the 
motions, and all the different qualities of these heavens and stars; 
so that I thought I had said enough respecting them to show that 
there is nothing observable in the heavens or stars of our system that 
must not, or at least may not appear precisely alike in those of the 
system which I described. I came next to speak of the earth in 
particular, and to show how, even though I had expressly supposed 
that God had given no weight to the matter of which it is com- 
posed, this should not prevent all its parts from tending exacdy to 
its centre; how with water and air on its surface, the disposition of 
the heavens and heavenly bodies, more especially of the moon, must 
cause a flow and ebb, like in all its circumstances to that observed 
in our seas, as also a certain current both of water and air from 
east to west, such as is likewise observed between the tropics; how 
the mountains, seas, fountains, and rivers might naturally be formed 
in it, and the metals produced in the mines, and the plants grow 
in the fields; and in general, how all the bodies which are com- 
monly denominated mixed or composite might be generated: and, 
among other things in the discoveries alluded to, inasmuch as 
bendes the stars, I knew nothing except fire which produces light, 
I spared no pains to set forth all that pertains to its nature,-Hhe 
manner of its production and support, and to explain how heat is 
sometimes found without light, and light without heat; to show 
how it can induce various colours upon different bodi^ and other 
diverse qualities; how it reduces some to a liquid state and hardens 
others; how it can <x>nsume almost all bodies, or convert them into 
ashes and smoke; and finally, hovwfirom these ashes, by the mere 
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intensity of its action, it forms glass: for as Ais transmutation of 
asKpic jnfn glass appeared to me as wonderful as any other in nature, 
I took a special pleasure in describing it. 

I was not, however, disposed, from Aese circumstances, to con- 
clude that this world had been created m the manner I described; 
for it is muA more likely Aat God made it at the first such as it 
was to be. But this is certain, and an opinion conunonly received 
among Aeologians, that Ae action by whiA he now sustains it u 
Ae same wiA that by whiA he originally created it; so that eve^ 
alAn ii gh he had from Ae beginning given it no oAer form thai^ 
Aat of chaos, provided only he had established certain laws of nature,\ 
and had lent it his concurrence to enable it to act as it is wont to do, 
it may be believed, without AscreAt to Ae miracle of creation, 
Aat, in this way alone, things purely material might, in course of 
time, have become suA as we observe Aem at present; and AA 
nature is muA more easily conceived when Aey are bAeld coming 
in this manner gradually into existence, Aan when Aey are only 
considered as produced at once in a fiini Aed and perfect state. 

From Ae description of inanimate boAes and plants, I passed 
to animals, and particularly to man. But since I had not as yet 
sufficient knowledge to enable me to treat of these in the same manner 
as of Ae rest, Aat is to say, by deducing effects from AA causes, 
and by Aowing from what Aments and in what manner Nature 
must produce Aem, I remained satisfied wiA Ae supposition that 
God formed Ae body of man wholly like to one of ours, as well 
in Ae external shape of Ae members as in the internal conforma- 
tion of Ae organs, of the same matter wiA that I had described, 
and at first placed in it no Rational Soul, nor any other principle, 
in room of Ae Vegetative or Sensitive Soul, beyond kindling in Ae 
heart one of those fires wiAout light, such as I had Aeady described, 
and which I Aought was not diffierent from Ae heat in hay Aat has 
l^n heaped togeAer before it is dry, or that whkh causes fermenta- 
tion in new wines before Aey are run clear of Ae frmt. For, when I 
examined Ae kind of functions whiA might, as consequences of 
this supposition, exist in Ais body, I found precisely all those whiA 
may exist in us independently of all power of Ainking, and con- 
sequently wiAout being in any*measure owing to the soul; in other 
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words, to diat part of us which is distinct from the body, and of 
whid) it has been said above that the nature distinctively consists 
in thinking,— functions in which the animals void of Rmson may 
be said wholly to resemble us; but among which 1 could not discover 
any of those that, as dependent on thought alone, belong to us as 
men, whiles on the otha hand, I did afterwards discover these as 
soon as I supposed God to have created a Rational Soul, and to have 
annexed it to this body in a particular manner which I described. 

But, in order to show how I there handled this matter, I mean 
here to give the explication of the motion of the heart and arteries, 
which, as the first and most general motion observed in animals, will 
afford the means of readily determining what should be thought 
of all the rest. And that there may be less difficulty in understanding 
what I am about to say on this subject, I advise those who are not 
versed in Anatomy, before they commence the perusal of these 
observations, to take the trouble of getting dissected in their presence 
the heart of some large animal possessed of lungs, (for this is 
throughout sufficiendy like the human,) and to have shewn to 
them its two ventricles or cavities: in the first place, that in the right 
side, with which correspond two very ample tubes, viz., the hollow 
vein, {vena cava,) which is the principal receptacle of the blood, 
and the trunk of the tree, as it were, of which all the other vans in 
the body are branches; and the arterial vein, {vena arteriosa,) in- 
appropriately so denominated, since it is in truth only an artery, 
wUch, taking its rise in the heart, is divided, after passing out from it, 
into many branches which pr^ndy disperse themselves all over 
the lungs; in the second place, the cavity in the left side, with which 
correspond in the same marmer two canals in size equal to or 
larger than the preceding, viz., the venous artery, {arteria venosa,) 
likewise inappropriately thus designated, because it is simjdy a vein 
which comes from the lungs, where it is divided into many branches, 
interlaced with those of the arterial vein, and those of the tube 
cdled die wind^npe, through which the air we breadie enters; and 
the great artery which, issuing from the heart, seiKls it Branches all 
over the body. I should wish also that such persons wore car^ully 
shewn the eleven pellicles which, like so many small valves, open 
and shut the four orifices that are in these two cavides, viz., three at 
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die entrance of the hollow vein, where they are disposed in sudi 
a "»a«n.»r as by no means to prevent the blood which it contains from 
flowing into the right ventricle of the heart, and yet exacdy to 
prevent its flowing out; three at the entrance to the arterial vdm, 
which, arranged in a maimer exactly the opposite of the former, 
readily permit the blood contained in this cavity to pass into the 
lungs, but hinder that contained in the lungs- from returning to diis 
cavity; and, in like manner, two others at the mouth of the venous 
artery, which allow the blood horn the lungs to flow into the left 
cavity of the heart, but preclude its return; and three at the mouth 
of the great artery, which suffer the blood to flow from the heart, 
but prevent its reflux. Nor do we need to seek any other reason 
for die number of these pellicles beyond this that the orifice of the 
venous artery being of an oval shape from the nature of its situadon, 
can be adequately closed with two, whereas the others being round 
are more conveniendy closed with three. Besides, I wish such per* 
sons to observe that the grand artery and the arterial vein are of 
much harder and firmer texture than the venous artery and the 
hoUow vein; and that the two last expand before entering the hear^ 
and diere form, as it were, two pouches denominated the auricles 
of the hearty whidi are composed of a substance similar to that of 
the heart itself; and that there is always more warmth in die heart 
than in any other part of the body; and, finally, that this heat is 
capable of causing any drop of blood that passes into the cavities 
rapidly to expand and dilate, just as all liquors do when allowed 
to foil drop by drop into a highly heated vessel. 

For, after these things, it is not necessary for me to say anything 
more with a view to explain the motion of the heart, except that 
when its cavities are not full of blood, into these the blood of neces* 
aty flows,— -from the hollow vein into the right, and from the venous 
artery into the left; because these two vessels are always full of 
blood, and their orifices, which are turned towards ^ heart, 
cannot then be closed. But as soon as two drops of blood have 
thus passed, one into each of the cavities, these drops which can- 
not but be very large, because the orifices throu^ whidi they pass 
are wrid^ and the vessels from whidb they crane full o£ blood, are 
immediatdy rarefied, and dilated, by the heat they meet with. In 
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this way they cause the whole heart to expand, and at the same time 
press home and shut the five small valves that are at the entrances 
of the two vessels from which they flow, and thus prevent any 
more blood from coming down into the heart, and becoming more 
and more rarefied, they push open the six small valves that are in 
the orifices of the other two vessdis, through which they pass out, 
causing in this way all the branches of the arterial vein and of the 
grand artery to expand almost simultaneously virith the heart— which 
immediatdy thereafter begins to contract, as do also the arteries, 
because the' blood that has entered them has cooled, and the six 
small valves close, and the five of the hollow vein and of the 
venous artery open anew and allow a passage to other two drops of 
blood, which cause the heart and the arteries again to expand as 
before. And, because the blood which thus enters into the heart 
passes through these two pouches called auricles, it thence happens 
that thdr motion is the contrary of that of the heart, and that when 
it expands they contract. But lest those who are ignorant of the 
force of mathematical demonstrations, and who are not accustomed 
to distinguish true reasons from mere verisimiUtudes, should ven- 
ture, without examination, to deny what has been said, I vnsh it to 
be considered that the motion which I have now explained follows 

t necgsaril^^OT^h^CT^rrangemen^^h^arts^lii^^iav 
observed in the heart by the eye alone, and from the heat which 
may be felt with the fingers, and from the nature of the blood as 
learned from experience, as does the motion of a clock from the 
power, the situation, and shape of its counter-waghts and wheels. 

But if it be asked how it happens that the blood in the veins, 
flowing in this way continually into the heart, is not exhausted, and 
why the arteries do not become too full, since all the blood which 
passes through the heart flows into them, I need only mention in 
reply what has been written by a physician* of England, who has 
the honour of having broken the ice on this subject, and of having 
been the first to teach that there are many small passages at the 
extremities of the arteries, through which the blood re(^ved by 
them from the heart passes into the small branches of the veins, 
when^ it again returns to the heart; so that its course amounts 
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precisely to a perpetual circulation. Of this we have abundant 
proof in the ordinary experience of surgeons, who, by binding the 
arm with a tie of moderate straitness above the part where they 
open the vein, cause the blood to flow more copiously than it would 
have done without any ligature; whereas quite the contrary would 
happen were they to bind it below; that is, between the hand and 
the opening, or were to make the ligature above the opening very 
tight. For it is manifest that the tie, moderately straitened, while j 
adequate to hinder the blood already in the arm from returning \ 
towards the heart by the veins, cannot on that account prevent new ' 
blood from coming forward through the arteries, because these are 
situated below the veins, and their coverings, from their greater 
consistency, are more difiicult to compress; and also that the blood 
which comes from the heart tends to pass through them to the hand 
with greater force than it does to return from the hand to the heart 
through the veins. And since the latter current escapes from the 
arm by the opening made in one of the veins, there must of neces- 
sity be certain passages below the ligature, that is, towards the 
extremities of the arm through which it can come thither from the 
arteries. This physician likewise abundantly establishes what he has 
advanced respecting the motion of the blood, from the existence of 
certain pellicles, so disposed in various places along the course of 
the veins, in the manner of small valves, as not to permit the blood 
to pass from the middle of the body towards the extremities, but 
only to return from the extremities to the heart; and farther, from 
experience which shows that all the blood which is in the body may 
flow out of it in a very short time through a single artery that has 
been cut, even although this had been closely tied in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the heart, and cut between the heart and the 
ligature, so as to prevent the supposition that the blood flowing out 
of it could come from any other quarter than the hearL 
But there are many other circumstances which eyince that what 
I have alleged is the true cause of the motion of the blood: thus, in 
the first place, the difference that is observed between the blood 
which flows from the veins, and that from the arteries, can only 
arise from this, that being rarefied, and, as it were, distilled by 
passing through the heart, it is thinner, and more vivid, and 
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warmer immediately after leaving the heart, in other words, when in 
the arteries, than it was a short time before passing into either, in 
other words, when it was in the veins; and if attention be given, 
it will be found that this difference is very marked only in the 
neighbourhood of the heart; and is not so evident in parts more re- 
mote from it. In the next place, the consistency of the coats of which 
the arterial vein and the great artery are composed, suflEiciently 
shows that the blood is impelled against them with more force than 
against the veins. And why should the left cavity of the heart and 
the great artery be wider and larger than the right cavity and the 
arterial vein, were it not that the blood of the venous artery, having 
only been in the lungs after it has passed through the heart, is 
thinner, and rarefies more readily, and in a higher degree, than the 
blood which proceeds immediately from the hollow vein? And 
what can physicians conjecture from feeling the pulse unless they 
know that according as the blood changes its nature it can be rarefied 
by the warmth of the heart, in a higher or lower degree, and more 
or less quickly than before? * And if it be inquired how this heat is 
communicated to the other members, must it not be admitted that 
this is effected by means of the blood, which, passing through the 
heart, is there heated anew, and thence diffused over all the body? 
Whence it happens, that if the blood be withdrawn from any 
part, the heat is likewise withdrawn by the same means; and 
although the heart were as hot as glowing iron, it would not be 
capable of warming the feet and hands as at present, unless it 
continually sent thither new blood. We likewise perceive from 
this, that the true use of respiration is to bring sufficient fresh air 
into the lungs, to cause the blood which flows into them from the 
right ventricle of the heart, where it has been rarefied and, as it 
were, changed into vapours, to become thick, and to convert it 
anew into blood, before it flows into the left cavity, without which 
process it would be unfit for the nourishment of the fire that is 
there. This receives confirmation from the circumstance, that it 
is observed of animals destitute of lungs that they have also but one 
cavity in the heart, and that in children who cannot use them while 
in the womb, there is a hole through which the blood flows from 
the hollow vein into the left cavity of the heart, and a tube through 
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which it passes from the arterial vein into the grand artery without 
passing through the lung. In the next place, how could digestion 
be carried on in the stomach unless the heart communicated heat to 
it through the arteries, and along with this certain of the more 
fluid parts of the blood, which assists in the dissolution of the food 
that has been taken in? Is not also the operation which converts 
the juice of food into blood easily comprehended, when it is con- 
sidered that it is distilled by passing and repassing through the heart 
perhaps more than one or two hundred times in a day? And what 
more need be adduced to explain nutrition, and the production of the 
different humours of the body, beyond saying, that the force with 
which the blood, in being rarefied, passes from the heart towards 
the extremities of the arteries, causes certain of its parts to remain 
in the members at which they arrive, and there occupy the place 
of some others expelled by them; and that according to the situation, 
shape, or smallness of the pores with which they meet, some rather 
than others flow into certain parts, in the same way that some sieves 
are observed to act, which, by being variously perforated, serve 
to separate different species of grain? And, in the last place, what 
above all is here worthy of observation, is the generation of the animal 
spirits, which are like a very subtle wind, or rather a very pure and 
vivid flame which, continually ascending in great abundance from 
the heart to the brain, thence penetrates through the nerves into the 
muscles, and gives motion to all the members; so that to account 
for other parts of the blood which, as most agitated and pene- 
trating, are the fittest to compose these spirits, proceeding towards 
the brain, it is not necessary to suppose any other cause, than simply, 
that the arteries which carry them thither proceed from the heart 
in the most direct lines, and that, according to the rules of Me- 
chanics, which are the same with those of Nature, when many 
objects tend at once to the same point where there is not sufiicient 
room for all, (as is the case with the parts of the blood which flow 
forth from the left cavity of the heart and tend towards the brain,) 
the weaker and less agitated parts must necessarily be driven aside 
from that point by the stronger which alone in this way reach it. 

I had expounded all these matters with sufiicient minuteness in 
the Treatise which I formerly thought of publishing. And after 
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these, I had shewn what must be the fabric of the nerves and 
muscles of the human body to give the animal spirits contained in 
it the power to move the members, as when we see heads shortly 
after they have been struck off still move and bite the earth, although 
no longer animated; what changes must take place in the brain to 
produce waking, sleep, and dreams; how light, sounds, odours, 
tastes, heat, and all the other qualities of external objects impress 
it with different ideas by means of the senses; how hunger, thirst, and 
the other internal affections can likewise impress upon it divers 
ideas; what must be understood by the common sense {sensus 
communis) in which these ideas are received, by the memory which 
retains them, by the fantasy which can change them in various 
ways, and out of them compose new ideas, and which, by the same 
means, distributing the animal spirits through the muscles, can 
cause the members of such a body to move in as many different 
ways, and in a manner as suited, whether to the objects that are 
presented to its senses or to its internal affections, as can take place 
in our own case apart from the guidance of the will. Nor will 
this appear at all strange to those who are acquainted with the 
variety of movements performed by the different automata, or 
moving machines fabricated by human industry, and that with 
help of but few pieces compared with the great multitude of bones, 
muscles, nerves, arteries, veins, and other parts that are found in the 
body of each animal. Such persons will look upon this body as a 
machine made by the hands of God, which is incomparably better 
arranged, and adequate to movements more admirable than is any 
machine of human invention. And here I specially stayed to show 
that, were there such machines exactly resembling in organs and 
outward form an ape or any other irrational animal, we could 
have no means of knowing that they were in any respect of a 
different nature from these animals; but if there were machines- 
bearing the image of our bodies, and capable of imitating our 
actions as far as it is morally possible, there would still remain 
two most ceitain tests whereby to know that they were not there- 
fore really men. Of these the first is that they could never use 
words or other signs arranged in such a manner as is competent to 
us in order to declare our thoughts to others: for we may easily 
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conceive a machine to be so constructed that it emits vocables, and 
even that it emits some correspondent to the action upon it of 
external objects which cause a change in its organs; for example, if 
touched in a particular place it may demand what we wish to say 
to it; if in another it may cry out that it is hurt, and such like; but 
not that it should arrange them variously so as appositely to reply to 
what is said in its presence, as men of tho lowest grade of intellect 
can do. The second test is, that although such machines might exe- 
cute many things with equal or perhaps greater perfection than 
any of us, they would, without doubt, fail in certain others fron^ 
which it could be discovered that they did not act from knowledgel, 
but solely from the disposition of their organs: for while Reason^ 
is an universal instrument that is alike available on every occasion, 
these organs, on the contrary, need a particular arrangement for each 
particular action; whence it must be morally impossible that there 
should exist in any machine a diversity of organs sufficient to en- 
able it to act in all the occurrences of life, in the way in which our 
reason enables us to act. Again, by means of these two tests we may 
likewise know the difference between men and brutes. For it is 
highly deserving of remark, that there are no men so dull and 
stupid, not even idiots, as to be incapable of joining together dif- 
ferent words, and thereby constructing a declaration by which to 
make their thoughts understood; and that on the other hand, there 
is no other animal, however perfect or happily circumstanced which 
can do the like. Nor does this inability arise from want of organs: 
for we observe that magpies and parrots can utter words like 
ourselves, and are yet unable to speak as we do, that is, so as to 
show that they undersund what they say; in place of which men 
born deaf and dumb, and thus not less, but rather more than the 
brutes, destitute of the organs which others use in speaking, are in 
the habit of spontaneously inventing certain signs by which they 
discover their thoughts to those who, being usually in their com- 
pany, have leisure to learn their language. And this proves not 
only that the brutes have less Reason than man, but that they have 
none at all: for we see that very little is required to enable a person 
to speak; and since a certain inequality of capacity is observable 
among animals of the same species, as well as among men, and 
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since some are more capable of being instructed than others, it is 
incredible that the most perfect ape or parrot of its species, should 
not in this be equal to the most stupid infant of its kind, or at least 
to one that was crack-brained, unless the soul of brutes were of a 
nature wholly different from ours. And we ought not to confound 
speech with the natural movements which indicate the passions, 
and can be imitated by machines as well as manifested by animals; 
nor must it be thought with certain of the ancients, that the brutes 
speak, although we do not understand their language. For if such 
were the case, since they are endowed with many organs analogous 
to ours, they could as easily communicate their thoughts to us as to 
their fellows. It is also very worthy of remark, that, though there 
are many animals which manifest more industry than we in certain 
of their actions, the same animals are yet observed to show none at 
all in many others: so that the circumstance that they do better than 
we does not prove that they are endowed with mind, for it would 
thence follow that they possessed greater Reason than any of us, and 
could surpass us in all things; on the contrary, it rather proves that 
they are destitute of Reason, and that it is Nature which acts in 
them according to the disposition of their organs: thus it is seen, 
that a clock composed only of wheels and weights can number the 
hours and measure time more exaaly than we with all our skill. 

I had after this described the Reasonable Soul, and shewn that 
it could by no means be educed from the power of matter, as the 
other things of which I had spoken but that it must be expressly 
created; and that it is not sufficient that it be lodged in the human 
body exactly like a pilot in a ship, unless perhaps to move its 
members, but that it is necessary for it to be joined and united 
more closely to the body, in order to have sensations and appetites 
similar to ours, and thus constitute a real man. I here entered, in 
conclusion, upon the subject of the soul at considerable length,- 
because it is of the greatest moment: for after the error of those who 
deny the existence of God, an error which I think I have already 
sufficiently refuted, there is none that is more powerful in leading 
feeble minds astray from the straight path of virtue than tlie sup- 
position that the soul of the brutes is of the same nature with our 
own; and consequently that after this life we have nothing to 
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hope for or fear, more than flies and ants; in place of which, when 
we know how far they differ we much better comprehend the 
reasons which establish that the soul is of a nature wholly inde- 
pendent of the body, and that consequendy it is not liable to die 
with the latter; and, finally, because no other causes are observed 
capable of destroying ii^ we are naturally led thence to judge that it 
isimmortal 



PART VI 

T hree years have now elapsed since I finished the Treatise 
containing all these matters; and I was beginning to revise 
it, with the view to put it into the hands of a printer, when 
I learned that persons to whom I greatly defer, and whose authority 
over my actions is hardly less influential than is my own Reason over 
my thoughts, had condemned a certain doctrine in Physics, pub- 
lished a short time previously by another individual,* to which I will 
not say that I adhered, but only that, previously to their censure, I 
had observed in it nothing which I could imagine to be pr^udicial 
either to religion or to the state, and nothing therefore which would 
have prevented me from giving expression to it in writing, if 
Reason had persuaded me of its truth; and this led me to fear lest 
among my own doctrines likewise some one might be found in 
which I had departed from the truth, notwithstanding the great 
care I have always taken not to accord belief to new opinions of 
which I had not the most certain demonstrations, and not to give 
expression to aught that might tend to the hurt of any one. This has 
been suflicient to make me alter my purpose of publishing them; 
for although the reasons by which I had been induced to take this 
resolution were very strong, yet my inclination, which has always 
been hostile to writing books, enabled me immediately to discover 
other considerations suflicient to excuse me for not undertaking 
the task. And these reasons, on one side and the other, are such, 
that not only is it in some measure my interest here to state them, 
but that of the public, perhaps, to know them. 

I have never made much account of what has proceeded frott| 
my own mind; and so long as I gathered no other advantage from 
the Method I employ beyond satisfying myself on some difliculties 
belonging to the speculative sciences, or endeavouring to regulate 
my actions according to the principles it uught me, I never’thought 
myself bound to publish anything respecting it. For in what 
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regards manner^ every one is so full of his own wisdom, that there 
might be found as many reformers as head^ if any were allowed 
to take upon themselves the task of mending them, except those 
whom God has constituted the supreme rulers of his people, or to 
whom he has given sufficient grace and zeal to be prophets; and 
although my speculations greatly pleased myself, I believed rliat 
others had theirs, which perhaps pleased them still more. But as/ 
soon as I had acquired some general notions respecting Physics, and| 
beginning to make trial of them in various particular difficiilties, had 
observed how far they can carry us, and how much they differ from 
the principles that have been employed up to the present time, I 
believed that I could not keep them concealed without sinning 
grievously against the law by which we are bound to promote, as 
far as in us lie% the general good of mankind. For by them I per- 
ceived it to be possible to arrive at knowledge highly useful in life; 
and in room of the Speculative Philosophy usually taught in the 
Schools, to discover a Practical, by means of which, knowing the 
force and action of fire, water, air, the stars, the heavens, and all the 
other bodies that surround us, as distinctly as we know the various 
crafts of our artizans, we might also apply them in the same way 
to all the uses to which they are adapted, and thus render ourselves 
the lords and possessors of nature. And this is a result to be desired, 
not only in order to the invention of an infinity of arts, by which 
we might be enabled to enjoy without any trouble the fruits of 
the earth, and all its comforts, but also and especially for the preser- 
vation of health, which is without doubt, of all the blessings of 
this life, the first and fundamental one; for the nfind is so intimately 
dependent upon the condition and relation of the organs of the 
body, that if any means can ever be found to render men wiser 
and more ingenious than hitherto, I believe that it is in Medicine 
they must be sought for. It is true that the science of Medicine, 
as it now exists, contains few things whose utility is very remark- 
able: but without any wish to depreciate it, I am confident that there 
IS no one, even among those whose profession it is, who does not 
admit that all at present known in it is almost nothing in compari- 
son of what remains to be discovered; and that we could free our- 
selves from an infinity of mdadies of body as well as of mind, and 
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pahaps also even from the ddbility of age, if we had sufficiently 
ample knowledge of their causes, and of all the remedies provided 
for us by Nature. But since 1 designed to employ my whole life 
in the search after so necessary a Science, and since I had fallen in 
with a path which seems to me such, that if any one follow it he 
must inevitably reach the end desired, unless he be hindered dther 
by the shortness of life or the want of experiments, I judged that 
there could be no more efilectual provision against these two im- 
pediments than if I were faithfully to communicate to the public 
all the litde I might myself have found, and incite men of superior 
genius to strive to proceed farther, by contributing, each according 
to his inclination and ability, to the experiments which it would 
be necessary to make, and also by informing the public of all they 
might discover, so that, by the last beginning where those before 
them had left off, and thus connecting the lives and labours of 
many, we might collectively proceed much farther than each by 
himself could do. 

I remarked, moreovo-, with respect to experiments, that they 
become always more necessary the more one is advanced in knowl- 
edge; for, at the commencement, it is better to make use only of 
what is spontaneously presented to our senses, and of which we 
cannot remain ignorant, provided we bestow on it any reflection, 
however dight, than to concern ourselves about more uncommon 
and recondite phanomena: the reason of which is, that the more 
uncommon often only mislead us so long as the causes of the more 
ordinary are still unknown; and the circumstances upon which 
they depend are almost always so special and minute as to be highly 
difficult to detect But in this I have adopted the following order: 
first, I have essayed to find in general the principles, or first causes 
of all that is or can be in the world, without taking into consider- 
ation for this end anything but God himself who has created it, 
and without educing them from any other source than from certain 
germs of truths naturally existing in our minds. In the second place, 
I examined what were the first and most ordinary effects that 
could be deduced from these causes; and it appears to me that, in 
this way I have found heavens, stars, an earth, and even on the 
earth, water, air, fire> minerals, and some other things of this kind, 
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which of all others are the most common and simple, and hence 
the easiest to know. Afterwards, when I wished to descend to the 
more particular, so many diverse objects presented themselves to 
me, that I believed it to be impossible for the human mind to 
distinguish the forms or species of bodies that are upon the earth, 
from an infinity of others which might have been, if it had pleased 
God to place them there, or consequendy to. apply them to our use,, 
unless we rise to causes through their effects, and avail ourselves! 
of many particular experiments. Thereupon, turning over in my\ 
mind all the objects that had ever been presented to my senses, I 
freely venture to state that I have never observed any which I could 
not satisfactorily explain by the principles I had discovered. But it 
is necessary also to confess that the power of nature is so ample 
and vast, and these principles so simple and general, that I have 
hardly observed a single particular effect which I cannot at once 
recognize as capable of being deduced in many different modes from 
the principles, and that my greatest difficulty usually is to discover in 
which of these modes the effect is dependent upon them; for out 
of this difficulty I cannot otherwise extricate myself than by again 
seeking certain experiments, which may be such that their result 
is not the same, if it is in the one of these modes that we must 
explain it, as it would be if it were to be explained in the other. 
As to what remains, I am now in a position to discern, as I think, 
with sufficient clearness what course must be taken to make the 
majority of those experiments which may conduce to this end: 
but I perceive likewise that they are such and so numerous, that 
neither my hands nor my income, though it were a thousand times 
larger than it is, would be sufficient for them all; so that, according 
as henceforward I shall have the means of making more or fewer 
experiments, I shall in the same proportion make greater or less 
progress in the knowledge of nature. This was what I had hoped 
to make known by the Treatise I had written, and so clearly to 
exhibit the advantage that would thence accrue to the public, 
as to induce all who have the common good of man at heart, that is, 
all who are virtuous in truth, and not merely in appearance, or 
according to opinion, as well to communicate to me the experiments 
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they had already made, as to assist me in those that remain to 
be made. 

But since that time other reasons have occurred to me, by which 
I have been led to change my opinion, and to think that I ought 
indeed to go on committing to writing all the results which I 
deemed of any moment, as soon as I should have tested their truth, 
and to bestow the same care upon them as I would have done had it 
been my design to publish them. This course commended itself 
to me, as well because I thus afforded myself more ample induce- 
ment to examine them thoroughly, for doubtless that is always 
more narrowly scrutinized which we believe will be read by many, 
than that which is written merely for our private use, (and fre- 
quently what has seemed to me true when I first conceived it, 
has appeared false when I have set about committing it to writing;) 
as because I thus lost no opportunity of advancing the interests of 
the public, as far as in me lay, and since thus likewise, if my writings 
possess any value, those into whose hands they may fall after my 
death may be able to put them to what use they deem proper. But 
I resolved by no means to consent to their publication during my 
lifetime, lest either the oppositions or the controversies to which they 
might give rise, or even the reputation, such as it might be, which 
they would acquire for me, should be any occasion of my losing the 
dme that I had set apart for my own improvement. For though 
it be true that every one is bound to promote to the extent of his 
ability the good of others, and that to be useful to no one is really 
to be worthless, yet it is likewise true that our cares ought to extend 
beyond the present; and it is good to omit doing what might per- 
haps bring some profit to the living, when we have in view the 
accomplishment of other ends that will be of much greater advantage 
to posterity. And in truth, I am quite willing it should be known 
that the little I have hitherto learned is almost nothing in com- 
parison with that of which I am ignorant, and to the knowledge 
of which I do not despair of being able to attain; for it is much the 
same with those who gradually discover truth in the Sciences, as 
with those who when growing rich find less difBculty in making 
great acquisitions, than they formerly experienced when poor in 
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making acquisitions of much smaller amount. Or they may be 
compared to the commanders of armies, whose forces usually in- 
crease in proportion to their victories, and who need greater pru- 
dence to keep together the residue of their troops after a drfeat 
than after a victory to take towns and provinces. For he truly 
engages in batde who endeavors to surmount all the difficulties and 
errors which prevent him from reaching the knowledge of truth, 
and he is overcome in fight who admits a false opinion touching 
a matter of any generality and importance, and he requires there- 
after much more skill to recover his former position than to make 
great advances when once in possession of thoroughly ascertained 
principles. As for myself, if I have succeeded in discovering any 
truths in the Sciences, (and I trust that what is contained in this 
volume will show that I have found some,) I can declare that they 
are but the consequences and results of five or six principal dij£culties 
which I have surmounted, and my encounters with which I reckoned 
as battles in which victory declared for me. I will not hesitate even 
to avow my belief that nothing further is wanting to enable me 
fully to realize my designs than to gain two or three similar victories; 
and that 1 am not so far advanced in years but that, according to 
the ordinary course of nature, 1 may still have sufficient leisure 
for this end. But I conceive myself the more bound to husband the 
time that remains, the greater my expectation of being able to employ 
it aright, and I should doubtless have much to rob me of it, were 
I to publish the principles of my Physics: for although they are 
almost all so evident that to assent to them no more is needed than 
simply to understand them, and although there is not one of them 
of which I do not expect to be able to give demonstration, yet, as it 
is impossible that they can be in accordance with all the diverse 
opinions of others, I foresee that I should frequently be turned aside 
from my grand design, on occasion of the opposition which they 
would be sure to awaken. 

It may be said, that these oppositions would be useful both in 
making me aware of my errors, and, if my speculations contain 
wything of value, in bringing others to a fuller understanding of 
it; and still farther, as many can see better than one, in leading 
others who are now beginning to avail themselves of my prin- 
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ciples, to assist me in turn with their discoveries. But though I 
recognise my extreme liability to error, and scarce ever trust to the 
first thoughts which occur to me, yet the experience I have had 
of possible objections to my views prevents me from anticipating any 
profit from them. For I h^ve already had frequent proof of the 
judgments, as well of those I esteemed friends, as of some others to 
whom I thought I was an object of indifference, and even of some 
whose malignity and envy would, I knew, determine them to en- 
deavour to discover what partiality concealed from the eyes of 
my friends. But it has rarely happened that anything has been 
objected to me which I had myself altogether overlooked, unless 
it were something far removed from the subject: so that I have 
never met vvith a single critic of my opinions who did not appear 
to me either less rigorous or less equitable than myself. And further, 
I have never observed that any truth before unknown has been 
brought to light by the disputations that are practised in the 
Schools; for while each strives for the victory, each is much more 
occupied in making the best of mere verisimilitude, than in weigh- 
ing the reasons on both sides of the question; and those who have 
been long good advocates are not afterwards on that account the 
better judges. 

As for the advantage that others would derive from the communi- 
cation of my thoughts, it could not be very great; because I have 
not yet so far prosecuted them as that much does not remain to 
be added before they can be applied to practice. And I think I may 
say without vanity, that if there is any one who can carry them out 
that length, it must be myself rather than another: not that there 
may not be in the world many minds incomparably superior to mine, 
but because one cannot so well seize a thing and make it one’s own, 
when it has been learned from another, as when one has himself 
discovered it. And so true is this of the present subject that, though’ 
I have often explained some of my opinions to persons of much 
acuteness, who, whilst I was speaking, appeared to understand 
them very distinctly, yet, when they repeated them, have 
observed that they almost always changed them to such an extent 
that I could no longer acknowledge them as mine. I am glad, by 
the way, to take this opportunity of requesting posterity never to 
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believe on hearsay that anything has proceeded from me which 
has not been published by myself; and I am not at all astonished 
at the extravagances attributed to those ancient philosophers whose 
own writings we do not possess; whose thoughts, however, I do not 
on that account suppose to have been really absurd, sedng they 
were among the ablest men of their times, but only that these have 
been falsely represented to us. It is observable, accordingly, that 
scarcely in a single instance has any one of their disciples surpassed 
them; and I am quite sure that the most devoted of the present 
followers of Aristotle would think themselves happy if they had as 
much knowledge of nature as he possessed, were it even under the 
condition that they should never afterwards attain to higher. In 
this respett they are like the ivy which never strives to rise above the 
tree that sustains it, and which frequently even returns downwards 
when it has reached the top; for it seems to me that they also sink, 
in other words, render themselves less wise than they would be if 
they gave up study, who, not contented with knowing all that is 
intelligibly explained in their author, desire in addition to find in him 
the solution of many difficulties of which he says not a word, and 
never perhaps so much as thought. Their fashion of philosophizing, 
however, is well suited to persons whose abilities fall below medio- 
crity; for the obscurity of the distinctions and principles of which 
they make use enables them to speak of all things with as much 
confidence as if they really knew them, and to defend all that they 
say on any subject against the most subtle and skilful, without its 
being possible for any one to convict them of error. In this they 
seem to me to be like a blind man, who, in order to fight on equal 
terms with a person that sees, should have made him descend to 
the bottom of an intensely dark cave: and I may say that such 
persons have an interest in my refraining from publishing the prin- 
ciples of the Philosophy of wUch I make use; for, since these are of 
a kind the simplest and most evident, I should, by publishing them, 
do much the same as if I were to throw open the windows, and 
allow the light of day to enter the cave into which the combatants 
had descended. But even superior men have no reason for any 
great anxiety to know these principles, for if what they desire is 
to be able to speak of all things, and to acquire a reputation for 
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learning, they gain their end more easily by remaining satisfied 
with the appearance of truth, which can be found without much 
difficulty in all sorts of matters, than by seeking the truth itself 
which unfolds itself but slowly and that only in some departments, 
while it obliges us, when we have to speak of others, fredy to con- 
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few truths to the vanity of appearing ignorant of none, as such 
knowledge is undoubtedly much to be preferred, and, if they choose 
to follow a course similar to mine, they do not require for this that 
I should say anything more than I have already said in this Dis- 
course, For if they are capable of making greater advancement than 
I have made, they will much more be able of themselves to dis- 
cover all that I believe myself to have found; since as I have never 
examined aught except in order, it is certain that what yet remains 
to be discovered is in itself more difficult and recondite, than that 
which I have already been enabled to find, and the gratification 
would be much less in learning.it from me than in discovering it for 
themselves. Besides this, the habit which (they will acquire, by 
seeking first what is easy, and then passing onward slowly and 
step by step to the more difficult, will benefit them more than all 
my instructions. Thus, in my own case, I am persuaded that if I 
had been taught from my youth all the truths of which I have since 
sought out demonstrations, and had thus learned them without 
labour, I should never, perhaps, have known any beyond these; at 
least, I should never have acquired the habit and the facility which 
I think I possess in always discovering new truths in proportion as 
I give myself to the search. And, in a single word, if there is any 
work in the world which cannot be so well finished by another as 
by him who has commenced it, it is that at which I labour. 

It is true, indeed, as regards the experiments which may conduce 
to this end, that one man is not equal to the task of making them all; 
but yet he can advantageously avail himself, in this work, of no 
hands besides his own, unless those of artisans, or parties of the 
same kind, whom he could pay, and whom the hope of gain means 
of great efficacy) might stimulate to accuracy in the performance 
of what was prescribed to them. For as to those who, through 
curiosity or a desire of learning, of their own accord, perhaps, offer 
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him their services, besides that in general their promises exceed 
their performance, and that they sketch out fine designs of which 
not one is ever realized, they wiU, without doubt, expect to be 
compensated for their trouble by the explication of some difficulties, 
or, at least, by compliments and useless speeches, in which he cannot 
spend any portion of his time without loss to himself. And as for 
the experiments that others have already made, even although these 
parties should be willing of themselves to communicate them to him, 
(which is what those who esteem them secrets will never do,) the 
experiments are, for the most part, accompanied with so many 
circumstances and superfluous elements, as to make it exceedingly 
difficult to disentangle the truth from its adjuncts; besides, he will 
find almost all of them so ill described, or even so false, (because 
those who made them have wished to see in them only such facts 
as they deemed conformable to their principles,) that, if in the 
entire number there should be some of a nature suited to his purpose, 
still their value could not compensate for the time that would be 
necessary to make the selection. So that if there existed any one 
whom we assuredly knew to be capable of making discoveries of 
the highest kind, and of the greatest possible utility to the public; 
and if all other men were therefore eager by all means to assist him 
in successfully prosecuting his designs, I do not see that they could 
do aught else for him beyond contributing to defray the expenses 
of the experiments that might be necessary; and for the rest, prevent 
his being deprived of his leisure by the unseasonable interruptions 
of any one. But besides that I neither have so high an opinion of 
myself as to be willing to make promise of anything extraordinary, 
nor feed on imaginations so vain as to fancy that the public must 
be much interested in my designs; I do not, on the other hand, own 
a soul so mean as to be capable of accepting from any one a favour 
of which it could be supposed that I was unworthy. 

These considerations taken together were the reason why, for 
die last three years, I have been unwilling to publish the Treatise 
I had on hand, and why I even resolved to give publicity during 
my Ufe to no other that was so general, or by which the principles 
of my Physics might be understood. But since then, two other 
reasons have come into operation that have determined me here 
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to subjoin some particular specimens, and give the public some 
account of my doings and designs. Of these considerations, the first 
is, that if 1 failed to do so, many who were cognizant of my 
previous intention to publish some writings, might have imagined 
that the reasons which induced me to refrain from so doing, were 
less to my credit than they really are; for although I am not im-- 
moderately desirous of glory, or even, if I may venture so to say, 
although I am averse from it in so far as I deem it hostile to repose 
which I hold in greater account than aught else, yet, at the same 
time, I have never sought to conceal my actions as if they were 
crimes, nor made use of many precautions that I might remain 
unknown; and this partly because I should have thought such a 
course of conduct a wrong against myself, and partly because it 
would have occasioned me some sort of uneasiness which would 
again have been contrary to the perfect mental tranquillity which I 
court. And forasmuch as, while thus indifferent to the thought alike 
of fame or of forgetfulness, I have yet been unable to prevent myself 
from acquiring some sort of reputation, I have thought it incumbent 
on me to do my best to save myself at least from being ill-spoken of. 
The other reason that has determined me to commit to writing these 
specimens of philosophy is, that I am becoming daily more and more 
alive to the delay which my design of self-instruction suffers, for 
want of the infinity of experiments I require, and which it is 
impossible for me to make without the assistance of others; and, 
without flattering myself so much as to expect the public to take 
a large share in my interests, I am yet unwilling to be found so far 
wanting in the duty I owe to myself as to give occasion to those 
who shall survive me to make it matter of reproach against me 
some day, that I might have left them many things in a much more 
perfect state than I have done, had I not -too much neglected to 
make them aware of the ways in which they could have promoted 
the accomplishment of my designs. 

And I thought that it was easy for me to select some matters 
which should neither be obnoxious to much controversy, nor ^ould 
compel me to expound more of my principles than I desired, and 
which should yet be suflGcient clearly to exhibit what I can or 
cannot accomplish in the Sciences. Whether or not I have sue- 
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ceeded in this it is not for me to say; and I do not wish to forestall 
the judgments of others by speaking myself of my writings; but it 
will gratify me if they be examined, and, to afford the greater induce- 
ment to this, I request all who may have any objections to make to 
them, to take the trouble of forwarding these to my publisher, who 
will give me notice of them, that I may endeavour to subjoin at the 
same time my reply; and in this way readers seeing both at once will 
more easily determine where the truth lies; for I do not engage in any 
case to make prolix replies, but only with perfect frankness to avow 
my errors if I am convinced of them, or if I cannot perceive them, 
simply to state what I think is required for defence of the matters 
I have written, adding thereto no explication of any new matter 
that it may not be necessary to pass without end from one thing 
to another. 

If some of the matters of which I have spoken in the beginning 
of the Dioptrics and Meteorics should offend at first sight, because 
I call them hypotheses and seem indifferent about giving proof of 
them, I request a patient and attentive reading of the whole, from 
which I hope those hesitating will derive satisfaction; for it appears to 

me that the reasonincrs are so mutually connected in these Treatises, 
that, as the last are demonstrated by the first which are their causes, 
the first are in their turn demonstrated by the last which are their 
effects. Nor must it be imagined that I here commit the fallacy 
which the logicians call a circle; for since experience renders the 
majority of these effects most certain, the causes from which I 
deduce them do not serve so much to establish their reality as to 
explain their existence; but on the contrary, the reality of the causes 
is established by the reality of the effects. Nor have I called them 
hypotheses with any other end in view except that it may be known 
that I think I am able to deduce them from those first truths which 
I have already expounded; and yet that I have expressly determined 
not to do so, to prevent a certain class of minds from ^ence taking 
occasion to build some extravagant Philosophy upon what they may 
take to be my principles, and my being blamed for it. I refer to those 
who imagine that they can master in a day all that another has taken 
twenty years to think out, as soon as he has spoken two or three 
words to them on the subject; or who are the more liable to error and 
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the less capable of perceiving truth in very proportion as they are 
more subtle and lively. As to the opinions which are truly and 
wholly mine, I offer no apology for them as new,— persuaded as I 
am that if their reasons be well considered they will be found to be 
so simple and so conformed to common sense as to appear less 
extraordinary and less paradoxical than any others which can be 
held on the same subjects; nor do I even boast of being the earliest 
discoverer of any of them, but only of having adopted them, neither 
because they had nor because they had not been held by others, but 
solely because Reason has convinced me of their truth. 

Though artisans may not be able at once to execute the invention 
which is explained in the Dioptrics, I do not think that any one on 
that account is entitled to condemn it; for since address and practice 
are required in order so to make and adjust the machines described 
by me as not to overlook the smallest particular, I should not be 
less astonished if they succeeded on the first attempt than if a 
person were in one day to become an accomplished performer on 
the guitar, by merely having excellent sheets of music set up before 
him. And if I write in French, which is the language of my country, 
in preference to Latin, which is that of my preceptors, it is be- 
cause I expect that those who make use of their unprejudiced natural 
Reason will be better judges of my opinions than those who give 
heed to the writings of the ancients only; and as for those who unite 
good sense with habits of study, whom alone I desire for judges, 
they will not, I feel assured, be so partial to Latin as to refuse to 
listen to my reasonings merely because I expound them in the 
vulgar Tongue. 

In conclusion, I am unwilling here to say anything very specific 
of the progress which I expect to make for the future in the Sciences, 
or to bind myself to the public by any promise which I am not 
certain of being able to fulfil; but this only will I say, that I have 
resolved to devote what time I may still have to live to no other 
occupation than that of endeavouring to acquire some knowledge of 
Nature, which shall be of such a kind as to enable us therefrom to 
deduce rules in Medicine of greater certainty than those at present in 
use; and that my inclination is so much opposed to all other pursuits, 
especially to such as cannot be useful to some without being hurtful 
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to Others, that if, by any circumstances, I had been constrained to 
engage in such, I do not believe that I should have been able to 
succeed. Of this I here make a public declaration, though vi^ell aware 
that it cannot serve to procure for me any consideration in the 
world, which, however, I do not in the least affect; and I shall always 
hold myself more obliged to those through whose favour I am 
permitted to enjoy my retirement without interruption than to an 
who might offer me the highest earthly preferments. 
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE 


Fran(oxs-Mari£ Arouet, known by his assumed name of Voltaire, was 
born at Paris, November 21, 1694. His father was a well-to-do notary, 
and Francois was educated under the Jesuits in the College Louis- 1 ^- 
Grand. He began writing verse early, and was noted for his freedom df 
speech, a tendency which led to his being twice exiled from Paris and 
twice imprisoned in the Bastile. In 1726 he took refuge in England, ana 
the two years spent there had great influence upon his later development.\ 
Some years after his return he became historiographer of France, and 
gentleman of the king’s bedchamber; from 1750 to 1753 he lived at the 
court of Frederick the Great, with whom he ultimately quarreled; and 
he spent the last period of his life, from 1758 to 1778, on his estate of 
Ferney, near Geneva, where he produced much of his best work. He died 
at Paris, May 30, 1778. 

It will be seen that Voltaire’s active life covers nearly the whole eight- 
eenth century, of which he was the dominant and typical literary figure. 
Every department of letters then in vogue was cultivated by him; in all 
he showed brilliant powers; and in several he reached all but the highest 
rank. Apart from his “Henriade,” an epic on the classical model, and the 
burlesque “La Pucelle,” most of his verse belongs to the class of satire, 
epigram, and vers de society. Of real poetical quality it has litde, but 
abundant technical cleverness. For the stage he was the most prominent 
writer of the time, his most successful dramas including “Ziai’re,” 
CEdipe,” “La Mort de Cesar,” “Alzire,” and “Merope.” His chief con- 
tribution in this field was the development of the didactic and philosophic 
element. In prose fiction he wrote “Zadig,” “Candide,” and many ad- 
mirable short stories; in history, his “Age of Louis XIV” is only the best 
known of four or five considerable works; in criticism, his commentary 
on Corneille is notable. His scientific and philosophic interests are to 
some extent indicated in the following “Letters,” which also show his 
admiration for the tolerance and freedom of speech in England, which 
it was his greatest service to strive to introduce into his own country. 
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(LETTRES PHILOSOPHIQUES) 

Letter I 

ON THE QUAKERS 

I WAS of opinion that the doctrine and history of so extraordinary 
a people were worthy the attention of the curious. To acquaint 
myself with them I made a visit to one of the most eminent 
Quakers in England, who, after having traded thirty years, had the 
wisdom to prescribe limits to his fortune and to his desires, and was 
setded in a little solitude not'Eir from London. Being come into 
it, I perceived a small but regularly built house, vastly neat, but 
without the least pomp of furnitme. The Quaker who owned it 
was a hale, ruddy complexioned old man, who had never been 
a£9icted with sickness because he had always been insensible to 
passions, and a perfect stranger to intemperance. 1 never in my life 
saw a more noble or a more engaging aspect than his. He was 
dressed like those of his persuasion, in a plain coat without pleats 
in the sides, or buttons on the pockets and sleeves; and had on a 
beaver, the brims of which were horizontal like those of our clergy. 
He did not uncover himself when I appeared, and advanced towards 
me without once stooping his body; but there appeared more polite- 
ness in the open, humane air of his countenance, than in the cus- 
tom of drawing one leg behind the other, and taking that from the. 
head which is made to cover it. “Friend,” says he to me, “I per- 
ceive thou art a stranger, but if 1 can do any thing for thee, only 
tell me.” “Sir,” said I to him, bending forwards and advancing, as 
is usual with us, one leg towards him, “1 flatter myself that my 
just curiosity will not give you the least ofiense, and that you'll do 
me the honour to inform me of the particulars of your religion.” 
“The people of thy country,” replied the Quaker, “are too ^ of 
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their bows and compliments, but I never yet met with one of them 
who had so much curiosity as thy self. Come in, and let us first dine 
together.” I still continued to make some very unseasonable cere- 
monies, it not being easy to disengage one’s self at once from habits 
we have been long used to; and after taking part in a frugal meal, 
which began and ended with a prayer to God, I began to question 
my courteous host. I opened with that which good Catholics havej 
more than once made to Huguenots. “My dear sir,” said I, “were 
you ever baptized?” “I never was,” replied the Quaker, “nor any 
of my brethren.” “Zounds!” said I to him, “you are not Christians, 
then.” “Friend,” replies the old man in a soft tone of voice, “swear 
not; we are Christians, and endeavour to be good Christians, but 
we are not of opinion that the sprinkling water on a child’s head 
makes him a Christian.” “Heavens!” said I, shocked at his impiety, 
“you have then forgot that Christ was baptised by St. John.” 
“Friend,” replies the mild Quaker once again, “swear not; Christ 
indeed was baptised by John, but He himself never baptised anyone. 
We are the disciples of Christ, not of John.” I pitied very much the 
sincerity of my worthy Quaker, and was absolutely for forcing him 
to get himself christened. “Were that all,” replied he very gravely, 
“we would submit cheerfully to baptism, purely in compliance with 
thy weakness, for we don’t condemn any person who uses it; but then 
we think that those who profess a religion of so holy, so spiritual a 
nature as that of Christ, ought to abstain to the utmost of their 
power from the Jewish ceremonies.” “O unaccountable!” said I: 
“what! baptism a Jewish ceremony?” “Yes, my friend,” says he, 
“so truly Jewish, that a great many Jews use the baptism of John 
to this day. Look into ancient authors, and thou wilt find that 
John only revived this practice; and that it had been used by the 
Hebrews, long before his time, in like manner as the Mahometans 
imitated the Ishmaelites in their pilgrimages to Mecca. Jesus indeed 
submitted to the baptism of John, as He had suffered Himself to be 
circumcised; but circumcision and the washing with water ought to 
be abolished by the baptism of Christ, that baptism of the Spirit, 
that ablution of the soul, which is the salvation of mankind. Thus 
the forerunner said, ‘I indeed baptise you with water unto re- 
pentance; but He that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose 
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shoes I am not worthy to bear: He shall baptise you with the Holy 
Ghost and with fire.’ Likewise Paul, the great apostle of the Gen- 
tiles, writes as follows to the Corinthians, ‘Christ sent me not to 
baptise but to preach the Gospel;’ and indeed Paul never baptised 
but two persons with water, and that very much against his in- 
clinations. He circumcised his disciple Timothy, and the other 
disciples likewise circumcised all who were willing to submit to that 
carnal ordinance. “But art thou circumcised?” added he. “I have 
not the honour to be so,” said I. “Well, friend,” continued the 
Quaker, “thou art a Christian without being circumcised, and I am 
one without being baptised.” Thus did this pious man make a 
wrong, but very specious application of four or five texts of Scrip- 
ture which seemed to favour the tenets of his sect; but at the same 
time forgot very sincerely a hundred texts which made directly 
against them. I had more sense than to contest with him, since there 
is no possibility of convincing an enthusiast. A man should never 
pretend to inform a lover of his mistress’s faults, no more than one 
who is at law of the badness of his cause; nor attempt to win over a 
fanatic by strength of reasoning. Accordingly I waived the subject. 

“Well,” said I to him, “what sort of a communion have you?” “We 
have none like that thou hintest at among us,” replied he. “How! 
no conmiunion?” said I. “Only that spiritual one,” replied he, “of 
hearts.” He then began again to throw out his texts of Scripture; 
and preached a most eloquent sermon against that ordinance. He 
harangued in a tone as though he had been inspired, to prove that 
the sacraments were merely of human invention, and that the word 
“sacrament” was not once mentioned in the Gospel. “Excuse,” said 
he, “my ignorance, for I have not employed a hundredth part of the 
arguments which might be brought to prove the truth of our religion, 
but these thou thyself mayest peruse in the Exposition of our Faith 
written by Robert Barclay. It is one of the best pieces that ever was 
penned by man; and as our adversaries confess it to be of dangerous 
tendency, the arguments in it must necessarily be very convincing.” 
I promised to peruse this piece, and my Quaker imagined fie had 
already made a convert of me. He afterwards gave me an account 
in few words of some singularities which make this sect the contempt 
of others. “Q>nfess,” said he, “that it was very difficult for thee to 
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refrain from laughter, when I answered all thy civilities without 
uncovering my head, and at the same time said ‘thee’ and ‘thou* to 
thee. However, thou appearest to me too well read not to know that 
in Christ’s time no nation was so ridiculous as to put the plural 
number for the singular. Augustus Caesar himself was spoken to in 
such phrases as these: ‘I love thee,’ ‘I beseech thee,’ ‘I thank thee;’ 
but he did not allow any person to call hini ^Domine,’ sir. It was notj 
till many ages after that men would have the word ‘you,’ as though \ 
they were double, instead of ‘thou’ employed in speaking to them; 
and usurped the flattering titles of lordship, of eminence, and of holi- 
ness, which mere worms bestow on other worms by assuring them 
that they are with a most profound respect, and an infamous false- 
hood, their most obedient humble servants. It is to secure ourselves 
more strongly from such a shameless traffic of lies and flattery, that 
we ‘thee’ and ‘thou’ a king with the same freedom as we do a beggar, 
and salute no person; we owing nothing to mankind but charity, and 
to the laws respect and obedience. 

“Our apparel is also somewhat different from that of others, and 
this purely, that it may be a perpetual warning to us not to imitate 
them. Others wear the badges and marks of their several dignities, 
and we those of Christian humility. We fly from all assemblies of 
pleasure, from diversions of every kind, and from places where 
gaming is practised; and, indeed, our case would be very deplorable, 
should we fill with such levities as those I have mentioned the heart 
which ought to be the habitation of God. We never swear, not even 
in a court of justice, being of opinion that the most holy name of 
God ought not to be prostituted in the miserable contests betwixt 
man and man. When we are obliged to appear before a magistrate 
upon other people’s account (for lawsuits are unknown among the 
Friends), we give evidence to the truth by sealing it with our yea 
or nay; and the judges believe us on our bare afiirmation, whilst so 
many other Christians forswear themselves on the holy Gospels. We 
never war or fight in any case; but it is not that we are afraid, for so 
far from shuddering at the thoughts of death, we on the contrary 
bless the moment which unites us with the Being of Beings; but the 
reason of our not using the outward sword is, that we are neither 
wolves, tigers, nor mastiffs, but men and Christians. Our God, who 
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has commanded us to love our enemies, and to suffer without re- 
pining, would certainly not permit us to cross the seas, merely 
because murderers clothed in scarlet, and wearing caps two foot 
high, enlist citizens by a noise made with two little sticks on an ass’s 
skin extended. And when, after a victory is gained, the whole city of 
London is illuminated; when the sky is in a blaze with fireworks, 
and a noise is heard in the air, of thanksgivings, of bells, of organs, 
and of the cannon, we groan in silence, and are deeply affected with 
sadness of spirit and brokenness of heart, for the sad havoc which is 
the occasion of those public rejoicings.” 


Letter II 

ON THE QUAKERS 

Such was the substance of the conversation I had with this very 
singular person; but I was greatly surprised to see him come the 
Sunday following and take me with him to the Quakers’ meeting. 
There are several of these in London, but that which he carried me 
to stands near the famous pillar called The Monument. The brethren 
were already assembled at my entering it with my guide. There 
might be about four hundred men and three hundred women in the 
meeting. The women hid their faces behind their fans, and the men 
were covered with their broad-brimmed hats. All were seated, and 
the silence was universal. I passed through them, but did not per- 
ceive so much as one lift up his eyes to look at me. This silence lasted 
a quarter of an hour, when at last one of them rose up, took off his 
hat, and, after making a variety of wry faces and groaning in a most 
lamentable manner, he, partly from his nose and partly from his 
mouth, threw out a strange, confused jumble of words (borrowed, as 
he imagined, from the Gospel) which neither himself nor any of his 
hearers understood. When this distorter had ended his beautiful 
soliloquy, and that the stupid, but greatly edified, congregation were 
separated, I asked my friend how it was possible for the judicious 
part of their assembly to suffer such a babbling? “We are obliged,” 
said he, “to suffer it, because no one knows when a man rises up to 
hold forth whether he will be moved by the Spirit or by folly. In this 
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doubt and uncertainty we listen patiently to everyone; we even allow 
our women to hold forth. Two or three of these are often inspired 
at one and the same time, and it is then that a most charming noise 
is heard in the Lord’s house.” “You have, then, no priests?” said I to 
him. “No, no, friend,” replies the Quaker, “to our great happiness.” 
Then opening one of the Friends’ books, as he called it, he read the 
following words in an emphatic tone: — ‘God forbid we should pre-j 
sume to ordain anyone to receive the Holy Spirit on the Lord’s Dayi 
to the prejudice of the rest of the brethren.’ Thanks to the Almighty, 
we are the only people upon earth that have no priests. Wouldst thou 
deprive us of so happy a distinction? Why should we abandon our 
babe to mercenary nurses, when we ourselves have milk enough for 
it? These mercenary creatures would soon domineer in our houses 
and destroy both the mother and the babe. God has said, ‘Freely you 
have received, freely give.’ Shall we, after these words, cheapen, as it 
were, the Gospel, sell the Holy Ghost, and make of an assembly of 
Christians a mere shop of traders? We don’t pay a set of men clothed 
in black to assist our poor, to bury our dead, or to preach to the 
brethren. These offices are all of too tender a nature for us ever to 
entrust them to others.” “But how is it possible for you,” said I, with 
some warmth, “to know whether your discourse is really inspired by 
the Almighty?” “Whosoever,” says he, “shall implore Christ to 
enlighten him, and shall publish the Gospel truths, he may feel 
inwardly, such a one may be assured that he is inspired by the Lord.” 
He then poured forth a numberless multitude of Scripture texts 
which proved, as he imagined, that there is no such thing as Chris- 
tianity without an immediate revelation, and added these remark- 
able words: “When thou movest one of thy limbs, is it moved by thy 
own power? Certainly not; for this limb is often sensible to involun- 
tary motions. Consequently He who created thy body gives motion 
to this earthly tabernacle. And are the several ideas of which thy 
soul receives the impression formed by thyself? Much less are they, 
since these pour in upon thy mind whether thou wilt or no; conse- 
quently thou receivest thy ideas from Him who created thy soul. 
But as He leaves thy affections at full liberty. He gives thy mind such 
ideas as thy affections may deserve; if thou livest in God, thou 
actest, thou thinkest in God. After this thou needest only but open 
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thine eyes to that light which enlightens all mankind, and it is then 
thou wilt perceive the truth, and make others perceive it.” “Why, 
this,” said I, “is Malebranche’s doctrine to a tittle.” “I am acquainted 
with thy Malebranche,” said he; “he had something of the Friend in 
him, but was not enough so.” These are the most considerable par- 
ticulars I learned concerning the doctrine of the Quakers. In my next 
letter I shall acquaint you with their history, which you will find 
more singular than their opinions. 


Letter III 

ON THE QUAKERS 

You have already heard that the Quakers date from Christ, who, 
according to them, was the first Quaker. Religion, say these, was 
corrupted a little after His death, and remained in that state of cor- 
ruption about sixteen hundred* years. But there were always a few 
Quakers concealed in the world, who carefully preserved the sacred 
fire, which was extinguished in all but (themselves, until at last this 
light spread itself in England in 1642. 

It was at the time when Great Britain was torn to pieces by the 
intestine wars which three or four sects had raised in the name of 
God, that one George Fox, born in Leicestershire, and son to a silk 
weaver, took it into his head to preach, and, as he pretended, with all 
the requisites of a true apostle — ^that is, without being able either to 
read or write. He was about twenty-five years of age, irreproachable 
in his life and conduct, and a holy madman. He was equipped in 
leather from head to foot, and travelled from one village to another, 
exclaiming against war and the clergy. Had his invectives been 
levelled against the soldiery only he would have been safe enough, 
but he inveighed against ecclesiastics. Fox was seized at Derby, and 
being carried before a justice of peace, he did not once offer to pull 
off his leathern hat, upon which an officer gave him a great box of 
the ear, and cried to him, “Don’t you know you are to appear uncov- 
ered before his worship?” Fox presented his other cheek to the 
officer, and begged him to give him another box for God’s sake. The 
justice would have had him sworn before he asked him any ques- 
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tions. “Know, friend,” says Fox to him, “that I never swear.” The 
justice, observing he “thee’d” and “thou’d” him, sent him to the 
House of Correction, in Derby, with orders that he should be 
whipped there. Fox praised the Lord all the way he went to the 
House of Correction, where the justice’s order was executed with the 
utmost severity. The men who whipped this enthusiast were greatly 
surprised to hear him beseech them to give" him a few more lashes | 
for the good of his soul. There was no need of entreating these 
people; the lashes were repeated, for which Fox thanked them very 
cordially, and began to preach. At first the spectators fell a-laughing, 
but they afterwards listened to him; and as enthusiasm is an epidem- 
ical distemper, many were persuaded, and those who scourged him 
became his first disciples. Being set at liberty, he ran up and down 
the country with a dozen proselytes at his heels, still declaiming 
against the clergy, and was whipped from time to time. Being one 
day set in the pillory, he harangued the crowd in so strong and 
moving a manner, that fifty of the auditors became his converts, and 
he won the rest so much in his favour that, his head being freed 
tumultuously from the hole where it was fastened, the populace went 
and searched for the Church of England clergyman who had been 
chiefly instrumental in bringing him to this punishment, and set him 
on the same pillory where Fox had stood. 

Fox was bold enough to convert some of Oliver Cromwell’s sol- 
diers, who thereupon quitted the service and refused to take the 
oaths. Oliver, having as great a contempt for a sect which would 
not allow its members to fight, as Sixtus Quintus had for another 
sect, Dove non si chiavava^ began to persecute these new converts. 
The prisons were crowded with them, but persecution seldom has 
any other effect than to increase the number of proselytes. These 
came, therefore, from their confinement more strongly confirmed in 
the principles they had imbibed, and followed by their gaolers, whom 
they had brought over to their belief. But the circumstances which 
contributed chiefly to the spreading of this sect were as follows:— 
Fox thought himself inspired, and consequently was of opinion that 
he must speak in a manner different from the rest of mankind. He 
thereupon began to writhe his body, to screw up his face, to hold in 
^ where there were 00 clandestine doings.** 
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his breath, and to exhale it in a forcible manner, insomuch that the 
priestess of the Pythian god at Delphos could not have acted her part 
to better advantage. Inspiration soon became so habitual to him that 
he could scarce deliver himself in any other manner. This was the 
first gift he communicated to his disciples. These aped very sincerely 
their master’s several grimaces, and shook in every limb the instant 
the fit of inspiration came upon them, whence they were called 
Quakers. The vulgar attempted to mimic them; they trembled, they 
spake through the nose, they quaked and fancied themselves inspired 
by the Holy Ghost. The only thing now wanting was a few miracles, 
and accordingly they wrought some. 

Fox, this modern patriarch, spoke thus to a justice of peace before 
a large assembly of people: “Friend, take care what thou dost; God 
will soon punish thee for persecuting His saints.” This magistrate, 
being one who besotted himself every day with bad beer and brandy, 
died of an apoplexy two days after, the moment he had signed a 
mittimus for imprisoning some Quakers. The sudden death with 
which this justice was seized was not ascribed to his intemperance, 
but was universally looked upon as the effect of the holy man’s pre- 
dictions; so that this accident made more converts to Quakerism than 
a thousand sermons and as many shaking fits could have done. 
Oliver, finding them increase daily, was desirous of bringing them 
over to his party, and for that purpose attempted to bribe them by 
money. However, they were incorruptible, which made him one 
day declare that this religion was the only one he had ever met with 
that had resisted the charms of gold. 

The Quakers were several times persecuted under Charles II.; not 
upon a religious account, but for refusing to pay the tithes, for “thee- 
ing” and “thouing” the magistrates, and for refusing to take the 
oaths enacted by the laws. 

At last Robert Barclay, a native of Scotland, presented to the King, 
in 1675, his “Apology for the Quakers,” a work as well drawn up as 
the subject could possibly admit. The dedication to Charles II. is 
not filled with mean, flattering encomiums, but abounds wit& bold 
touches in favour of truth and with the wisest counsels. “Thou hast 
tasted,” said he to the King at the close of his epistle dedicatory, “of 
prosperity and adversity; thou knowest what it is to be banished thy 



74 VOLTAIRE 

native country; to be overruled as well as to rule and sit upon the 
throne; and, being oppressed, thou hast reason to know how hateful 
the oppressor is both to God and man. If, after all these warnings and 
advertisements, thou dost not turn unto the Lord with all thy heart, 
but forget Him who remembered thee in thy distress, and give up 
thyself to follow lust and vanity, surely great will be thy condem- 
nation. ' ' I 

“Against which snare, as well as the temptation of those than 
may or do feed thee and prompt thee to evil, the most excellent and! 
prevalent remedy will be, to apply thyself to that light of Christ , 
which shineth in thy conscience, which neither can nor will flatter 
thee nor suffer thee to be at ease in thy sins, but doth and will deal 
plainly and faithfully with thee, as those that are followers thereof 
have plainly done.— Thy faithful friend and subject, Robert Barclay.” 

A more surprising circumstance is, that this epistle, written by a 
private man of no figure, was so happy in its effects, as to put a stop 
to the persecution. 


Letter IV 

ON THE QUAKERS 

About this time arose the illustrious William Penn, who estab- 
lished the power of the Quakers in America, and would have made 
them appear venerable in the eyes of the Europeans, were it possible 
for mankind to respect virtue when revealed in a ridiculous light. 
He was the only son of Vice-Admiral Penn, favourite of the Duke of 
York, afterwards King James II. 

William Penn, at twenty years of age, happening to meet with a 
Quaker* in Cork, whom he had known at Oxford, this man made a 
proselyte of him; and William being a sprightly youth, and naturally 
doquent, having a winning aspect, and a very engaging carriage, he 
soon gained over some of his intimates. He carried matters so far, 
that he formed by insensible degrees a society of young Quakers, 
who met at his house; so that he was at the head of a sect when a 
little above twenty. 


‘ Thomas Loe. 
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Being returned, after his leaving Cork, to the Vice-Admiral his 
father, instead of falling upon his knees to ask his blessing, he went 
up to him with his hat on, and said, “Friend, I am very glad to see 
thee in good health.” The Vice-Admiral imagined his son to be 
crazy, but soon finding he was turned Quaker, he employed all the 
methods that prudence could suggest to engage him to behave and 
act like other people. The youth made no other answer to his father, 
than by exhorting him to turn Quaker also. At last his father con- 
fined himself to this single request, viz., “that he should wait upon 
the King and the Duke of York with his hat under his arm, and 
should not ‘thee* and ‘thou* them.** William answered, “that he could 
not do these things, for conscience’ sake,” which exasperated his 
father to such a degree, that he turned him out of doors. Young 
Penn gave God thanks for permitting him to suffer so early in His 
cause, after which he went into the city, where he held forth, and 
made a great number of converts. 

The Church of England clergy found their congregations dwindle 
away daily; and Penn being young, handsome, and of a graceful 
stature, the court as well as the city ladies flocked very devoutly to his 
meeting. The patriarch, George Fox, hearing of his great reputation, 
came to London (though the journey was very long) purely to see 
and converse with him. Both resolved to go upon missions into 
foreign countries, and accordingly they embarked for Holland, after 
having left labourers sufficient to take care of the London vineyard. 

Their labours were crowned with success in Amsterdam, but a 
circumstance which reflected the greatest honour on them, and at 
the same time put their humility to the greatest trial, was the recep- 
tion they met with from Elizabeth, the Princess Palatine, aunt to 
George I. of Great Britain, a lady conspicuous for her genius and 
knowledge, and to whom Descartes had dedicated his Philosophical 
Romance. 

She was then retired to The Hague, where she received these 
Friends, for so the Quakers were at that time called in Holland. 
This princess had several conferences with them in her palace, and 
she at last entertained so favourable an opinion of Quakerism, that 
they confessed she was not far from the kingdom of heaven. The 
Friends sowed likewise the good seed in Germany, but reaped very 
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little fruit; for the mode of “theeing” and “thouing” was not ap- 
proved of in a country where a man is perpetually obliged to employ 
the tides of “highness” and “excellency.” William Penn returned 
soon to England upon hearing of his father’s sickness, in order to see 
him before he died. The Vice-Admiral was reconciled to his son, 
and though of a different persuasion, embraced him tenderly. Wil- 
liam made a fruitless exhortation to his father not to receive thej 
sacrament, but to die a Quaker, and the good old man entreated 
his son William to wear buttons on his sleeves, and a crape hatband ' 
in his beaver, but all to no purpose. 

William Penn inherited very large possessions, part of which con- 
sisted in Crown debts due to the Vice-Admiral for sums he had 
advanced for the sea service. No moneys were at that time more 
insecure than those owing from the king. Penn was obliged to go 
more than once, and “thee” and “thou” King Charles and his Minis- 
ters, in order to recover the debt; and at last, instead of specie, the 
Government invested him with the right and sovereignty of a 
province of America, to the south of Maryland. Thus was a Quaker 
raised to sovereign power. Penn set sail for his new dominions with 
two ships freighted with Quakers, who followed his fortune. The 
country was then called Pennsylvania from William Penn, who there 
founded Philadelphia, now the most flourishing city in that country. 
The first step he took was to enter into an alliance with his Ameri- 
can neighbours, and this is the only treaty between those people 
and the Christians that was not ratified by an oath, and was never 
infringed. The new sovereign was at the same time the legislator of 
Pennsylvania, and enacted very wise and prudent laws, none of which 
have ever been changed since his time. The first is, to injure no 
person upon a religious account, and to consider as brethren all those 
who believe in one God. 

He had no sooner settled his government, but- several American 
merchants came and peopled this colony. The natives of the country, 
instead of flying into the woods, cultivated by insensible degrees a 
friendship with the peaceable Quakers. They loved these foreigners 
as much as they detested the other Christians who had conquered 
and laid waste America. In a little time a great number of these 
savages (falsely so called), charmed with the mild and gentle dispo- 
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sition of their neighbours, came in crowds to William Penn, and 
besought him to admit them into the number of his vassals. It was 
very rare and uncommon for a sovereign to be “thee’d” and “thou’d” 
by the meanest of his subjects, who never took their hats off when 
they came into his presence; and as singular for a Government to be 
without one priest in it, and for a people to be without arms, either 
offensive or defensive; for a body of citizens to be absolutely undis- 
tinguished but by the public employments, and for neighbours not 
to entertain the least jealousy one against the other. 

William Penn might glory in having brought down upon earth 
the so much boasted golden age, which in all probability never 
existed but in Pennsylvania. He returned to England to settle some 
affairs relating to his new dominions. After the death of King 
Charles II., King James, who had loved the father, indulged the 
same affection to the son, and no longer considered him as an 
obscure sectary, but as a very great man. The king’s politics on this 
occasion agreed with his inclinations. He was desirous of pleasing 
the Quakers by annulling the laws made against Nonconformists, in 
order to have an opportunity, by this universal toleration, of estab- 
lishing the Romish religion. All the sectarists in England saw the 
snare that was laid for them, but did not give into it; they never 
failing to unite when the Romish religion, their common enemy, is 
to be opposed. But Penn did not think himself bound in any manner 
to renounce his principles, merely to favour Protestants to whom he 
was odious, in opposition to a king who loved him. He had estab- 
lished a universal toleration with regard to conscience in America, 
and would not have it thought that he intended to destroy it in 
Europe, for which reason he adhered so inviolably to King James, 
that a report prevailed universally of his being a Jesuit. This calumny 
affected him very strongly, and he was obliged to justify himself in 
print. However, the unfortunate King James II., in whom, as in 
most princes of the Stuart family, grandeur and weakness were 
equally blended, and who, like them, as much overdid some things 
as he was short in others, lost his kingdom in a manner that is hardly 
to be accounted for. 

All the English sectarists accepted from William III. and his Parlia- 
ment the toleration and indulgence which they had refused when 
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offered by King James. It was then the Quakers began to enjoy, by 
virtue of the laws, the several privileges they possess at this time. 
Penn having at last seen Quakerism firmly established in his native 
country, went back to Pennsylvania. His own people and the Ameri- 
cans received him with tears of joy, as though he had been a father 
who was returned to visit his children. All the laws had been 
religiously observed in his absence, a circumstance in which no legis- 
lator had ever been happy but himself. After having resided some 
years in Pennsylvania he left it, but with great reluctance, in order to 
return to England, there to solicit some matters in favour of the 
commerce of Pennsylvania. But he never saw it again, he dying in 
Ruscombe, in Berkshire, in 1718. 

I am not able to guess what fate Quakerism may have in America, 
but I perceive it dwindles away daily in England. In all countries 
where liberty of conscience is allowed, the established religion will at 
last swallow up all the rest. Quakers are disqualified from being 
members of Parliament; nor can they enjoy any post or preferment, 
because an oath must always be taken on these occasions, and they 
never swear. They are therefore reduced to the necessity of subsist- 
ing upon trafl&c. Their children, whom the industry of their parents 
has enriched, are desirous of enjoying honours, of wearing buttons 
and ruffles; and quite ashamed of being called Quakers they become 
converts to the Church of England, merely to be in the fashion. 


Letter V 

ON THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 

England is properly the country of sectarists. Multa sunt man- 
stones in domo patris met (in my Father’s house are many mansions). 
An Englishman, as one to whom liberty is natural, may go to heaven 
his own way. 

Nevertheless, though every one is permitted to serve God in what- 
ever mode or fashion he thinks proper, yet their true religion, that in 
which a man makes his fortune, is the sect of Episcopalians or 
Churchmen, called the Church of England, or simply the Church, 
by way of eminence. No person can possess an employment either in 
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England or Ireland unless he be ranked among the faithful, that is, 
professes himself a member of the Church of England. This reason 
(which carries mathematical evidence with it) has converted such 
numbers of Dissenters of all persuasions, that not a twentieth part 
of the nation is out of the pale of the Established Church. The 
English clergy have retained a great number of the Romish cere- 
monies, and especially that of receiving, with a most scrupulous 
attention, their tithes. They also have the pious ambition to aim at 
superiority. 

Moreover, they inspire very religiously their flock with a holy zeal 
against Dissenters of all denominations. This zeal was pretty violent 
under the Tories in the four last years of Queen Anne; but was 
productive of no greater mischief than the breaking the windows of 
some meeting-houses and the demolishing of a few of them. For 
religious rage ceased in England with the civil wars, and was no 
more under Queen Anne than the hollow noise of a sea whose bil- 
lows still heaved, though so long after the storm when the Whigs 
and Tories laid waste their native country, in the same manner as 
the Guelphs and Ghibellines formerly did theirs. It was absolutely 
necessary for both parties to call in religion on this occasion; the 
Tories declared for Episcopacy, and the Whigs, as some imagined, 
were for abolishing it; however, after these had got the upper hand, 
they contented themselves with only abridging it. 

At the time when the Earl of Oxford and the Lord Bolingbroke 
used to drink healths to the Tories, the Church of England consid- 
ered these noblemen as the defenders of its holy privileges. The 
lower House of Convocation (a kind of House of Commons) com- 
posed wholly of the clergy, was in some credit at that time; at least 
the members of it had the liberty to meet, to dispute on ecclesiastical 
matters, to sentence impious books from time to time to the flames, 
that is, books written against themselves. The Ministry which is now 
composed of Whigs does not so much as allow those gentlemen to 
assemble, so that they are at this time reduced (in the obscurity of 
their respective parishes) to the melancholy occupation of praying 
for the prosperity of the Government whose tranquillity they would 
willingly disturb. With regard to the bishops, who are twenty-six 
in all, they still have seats in the House of Lords in spite of the Whigs, 
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because the ancient abuse of considering them as barons subsists to 
this day. There is a clause, however, in the oath which the Govern* 
ment requires from these gentlemen, that puts their Christian pa* 
tience to a very great trial, viz., that they shall be of the Church of 
England as by law established. There are few bishops, deans, or 
other dignitaries, but imagine they are so jure divino; it is conse* 
quently a great mortification to them to be obliged to confess that 
they owe their dignity to a pitiful law enacted by a set of profane 
laymen. A learned monk (Father Courayer) wrote a book lately to 
prove the validity and succession of English ordinations. This book 
was forbid in France, but do you believe that the English Ministry 
were pleased with it? Far from it. Those damned Whigs don’t care 
a straw whether the episcopal succession among them hath been 
interrupted or not, or whether Bishop Parker was consecrated (as it 
is pretended) in a tavern or a church; for these Whigs are much 
better pleased that the Bishops should derive their authority from 
the Parliament than from the Apostles. The Lord Bolingbroke 
observed that this notion of divine right would only make so 
many tyrants in lawn sleeves, but that the laws made so many 
citizens. 

With regard to the morals of the English clergy, they are more 
regular than those of France, and for this reason. All the clergy (a 
very few excepted) are educated in the Universities of Oxford or 
Cambridge, far from the depravity and corruption which reign in the 
capital. They are not called to dignities till very late, at a time of life 
when men are sensible of no other passion but avarice, that is, when 
their ambition craves a supply. Employments are here bestowed 
both in the Church and the army, as a reward for long services; and 
we never see youngsters made bishops or colonels immediately upon 
their laying aside the academical gown; and besides most of the 
clergy are married. The stiff and awkward air contracted by them 
at the University, and the little familiarity the men of this country 
have with the ladies, commonly oblige a bishop to confine himself to, 
and rest contented with, his own. Clergymen sometimes take a 
glass at 'the tavern, custom giving them a sanction on this occasion; 
and if they fuddle themselves it is in a very serious manner, and 
without giving the least scandal. 
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That fable-mixed kind of mortal (not to be defined), who is 
nddier of the clergy nor of the laity; in a word, the thing called Abbe 
in France; is a spedes quke unknown in England. All the clergy 
here are very much upon the reserve and most of them pedants. 
When these are told that in France young fellows famous for thdr 
dissoluteness, and raised to the highest dignities of the Church by 
female intrigues, address ithe fair publicly in an amorous way, amuse 
themselves in writing tender love songs, entertain their fiiends very 
splendidly every night at their own houses, and after the banquet 
is ended withdraw to invoke the assistance of the Holy Ghost, and 
call themselves boldly the successors of the Apostles, they bless God 
for their being Protestants. But these are shameless heretics, who 
deserve to be blown hence through the flames to old Nick, as 
Rabelais says, and for this reason I don’t trouble myself about them. 


Letter VI 

ON THE PRESBYTERIANS 

The Church of England is confined almost to the kingdom whence 
it recdved its name, and to Ireland, for Presbyterianism is the estab- 
lished religion in Scotland. This Presbyterianism is directly the 
same with Calvinism, as it was established in France; and is now 
professed at Geneva. As the priests of this sect receive but very incon- 
siderable stipends from their churches, and consequendy cannot 
emulate the splendid luxury of bishops, they exclaim very naturally 
against honours which they can never attain to. Figure to yourself 
the haughty Diogenes trampling under foot the pride of Plato. The 
Scotch Presbyterians are not very unlike dmt proud though tattered 
reasoner. Diogenes did not use Alexander half so impertinendy as' 
these treated King Charles 11.; for when they took up arms in his 
cause in opposidon to Oliver, who had deceived them, they forced 
that poor monarch to undergo die hearing of three or four ^ermons 
every day, would not suffer lum to play, reduced him to a state of 
penitence and mortification, so that Chiles soon grew rick of these 
pedants, and accordingly ebped from them with as much joy as a 
youdi does from sdiooL 
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A Church of England minister appears as another Cato in pres- 
ence of a juvenile, sprightly French graduate, who bawls for a whole 
morning together in the divinity schools, and hums a song in chorus 
with ladies in the evening; but this Cato is a very spark when before 
a Scotch Presbyterian. The latter affects a serious gait, puts on a sour 
look, wears a vastly broad-brimmed hat and a long cloak over a very 
short coat, preaches through the nose, and gives the name of the 
whore of Babylon to all churches where the ministers are so fortunate 
as to enjoy an annual revenue of five or six thousand pounds, and 
where the people are weak enough to suffer this, and to give them 
the titles of my lord, your lordship, or your eminence. 

These gentlemen, who have also some churches in England, 
introduced there the mode of grave and severe exhortations. To them 
is owing the sanctification of Sunday in the three kingdoms. People 
are there forbidden to work or take any recreation on that day, in 
which the severity is twice as great as that of the Romish Church. 
No operas, plays, or concerts are allowed in London on Sundays, 
and even cards are so expressly forbidden that none but persons of 
quality, and those we call the genteel, play on that day; the rest of the 
nation go either to church, to the tavern, or to see their mistresses. 

Though the Episcopal and Presbyterian sects are the two prevail- 
ing ones in Great Britain, yet all others are very welcome to come 
and settle in it, and live very sociably together, though most of their 
preachers hate one another almost as cordially as a Jansenist damns 
a Jesuit. 

Take a view of the Royal Exchange in London, a place more 
venerable than many courts of justice, where the representatives of 
all nations meet for the benefit of mankind. There the Jew, the 
Mahometan, and the Christian transact together, as though they all 
professed the same religion, and give the name of infidel to none 
but bankrupts. There the Presbyterian confides in the Anabaptist, 
and the Churchman depends on the Quaker’s word. At the break- 
ing up of this pacific and free assembly, some withdraw to the syna- 
gogue, and others to take a glass. This man goes and is baptized in 
a great tub, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: that 
man has his son’s foreskin cut off, whilst a set of Hebrew words 
(quite unintelligible to him) are mumbled over his child. Others 
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retire to their churches, and there wait for the inspiration of heaven 
with their hats on, and all are satisfied. 

If one religion only were allowed in England, the Government 
would very possibly become arbitrary; if there were but two, the 
people would cut one another’s throats; but as there are such a multi- 
tude, they all live happy and in peace. 


Letter VII 

ON THE SOCINIANS, OR ARIANS, OR 
ANTITRINITARIANS 

There is a little sect here composed of clergymen, and of a few 
very learned persons among the laity, who, though they don’t call 
themselves Arians or Socinians, do yet dissent entirely from St. Atha- 
nasius with regard to their notions of the Trinity, and declare very 
frankly that the Father is greater than the Son. 

Do you remember what is related of a certain orthodox bishop, 
who in order to convince an emperor of the reality of consubstantia- 
tion, put his hand under the chin of the monarch’s son, and took him 
by the nose in presence of his sacred majesty? The emperor was 
going to order his attendants to throw the bishop out of the window, 
when the good old man gave him this handsome and convincing 
reason: “Since your majesty,” said he, “is angry when your son has 
not due respect shown him, what punishment do you think will 
God the Father inflict on those who refuse His Son Jesus the titles 
due to Him?” The persons I just now mentioned declare that the 
holy bishop took a very wrong step, that his argument was incon- 
clusive, and that the emperor should have answered him thus: 
“Know that there are two ways by which men may be wanting in 
respect to me — ^first, in not doing honour sufficient to my son; and, 
secondly, in paying him the same honour as to me.” 

Be this as it will, the principles of Arius begin to revive, not only in 
England, but in Holland and Poland. The celebrated Sir Isaac 
Newton honoured this opinion so far as to countenance it. This 
philosopher thought that the Unitarians argued more mathematically 
than we do. But the most sanguine stickler for Arianism is the 
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illustrious Dr. Clark. This man is rigidly virtuous, and of a mild 
disposition, is more fond of his tenets than desirous of propagating 
them, and absorbed so entirely in problems and calculations that he 
is a mere reasoning machine. 

It is he who wrote a book which is much esteemed and little under- 
stood, on the existence of God, and another, more intelligible, but 
pretty much contemned, on the truth of thi^ Christian religion. He 
never engaged in scholastic disputes, which our friend calls venerable 
trifles. He only published a work containing all the testimonies of the 
primitive ages for and against the Unitarians, and leaves to the reader 
the counting of the voices and the liberty of forming a judgment. 
This book won the doctor a great number of partisans, and lost 
him the See of Canterbury but, in my humble opinion, he was out 
in his calculation, and had better have been Primate of all England 
than merely an Arian parson. 

You see that opinions are subject to revolutions as well as empires. 
Arianism, after having triumphed during three centuries, and been 
f 01 got twelve, rises at last out of its own ashes; but it has chosen a 
very improper season to make its appearance in, the present age 
being quite cloyed with disputes and sects. The members of this 
sect are, besides, too few to be indulged the liberty of holding public 
assemblies, which, however, they will, doubdess, be permitted to do 
in case they spread considerably. But people are now so very cold 
with respect to all things of this kind, that there is little probability 
any new religion, or old one, that may be revived, will meet with 
favour. Is it not whimsical enough that Luther, Calvin, and Zuing- 
lius, all of ’em wretched authors, should have founded sects which 
are now spread over a great part of Europe, that Mahomet, though 
so ignorant, should have given a religion to Asia and Africa, and 
that Sir Isaac Newton, Dr. Clark, Mr. Locke, Mr. Le Clerc, etc., 
the greatest philosophers, as well as the ablest writers of their ages, 
should scarce have been able to raise a litde flock, which even de- 
creases daily. 

This it is to be born at a proper period of time. Were Cardinal 
de Retz to return again into the world neither his eloquence nor his 
intrigues would draw together ten women in Paris. Were Oliver 
Cromwell, he who beheaded his sovereign, and seized upon the 
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kingly dignity, to rise from the dead, he would be a wealthy City 
trader, and no more. 


Letter VIII 

ON THE PARLIAMENT 

The members of the English Parliament are fond of comparing 
themselves to the old Romans. 

Not long since Mr. Shippen opened a speech in the House of 
Commons with these words, “The majesty of the people of England 
would be wounded.” The singularity of the expression occasioned a 
loud laugh; but this gentleman, so far from being disconcerted, 
repeated the same words with a resolute tone of voice, and the laugh 
ceased. In my opinion, the majesty of the people of England has 
nothing in common with that of the people of Rome, much less 
is there any affinity between their Governments. There is in London 
a senate, some of the members whereof are accused (doubtless very 
unjustly) of selling their voices on certain occasions, as was done in 
Rome; this is the only resemblance. Besides, the two nations appear 
to me quite opposite in character, with regard both to good and 
evil. The Romans never knew the dreadful folly of religious 
wars, an abomination reserved for devout preachers of patience and 
humility. Marious and Sylla, Caesar and Pompey, Anthony and 
Augustus, did not draw their swords and set the world in a blaze 
merely to determine whether the flamen should wear his shirt over 
his robe, or his robe over his shirt, or whether the sacred chickens 
should eat and drink, or eat only, in order to take the augury. The 
English have hanged one another by law, and cut one another to 
pieces in pitched battles, for quarrels of as trifling nature. The sects 
of the Episcopalians and Presbyterians quite distracted these very 
serious heads for a time. But I fancy they will hardly ever be so 
silly again, they seeing to be grown wiser at their own expen^; and 
I do not perceive the least inclination in them to murder one another 
merely about syllogisms, as some zealots among them once did. 

But here follows a more essential difference between Rome and 
England, which gives the advantage entirely to the latter-— viz., that 
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the dvil wars of Rome ended in slavery, and those of the F.ngUth 
in liberty. The English are the only people upon earth who have 
been able to prescribe limits to the power of kings by resisting them; 
and who, by a series of struggles, have at last esteblished that wise 
Government where the Prince is all powerful to do good, and, at 
the same time, is restrained from committing evil; where the nobles 
are great without insolence, though there are no vassals; and where 
the people share in the Government without confusion. 

The House of Lords and that of the Commons divide the legis- 
lative power under the king, but the Romans had no such halanrA , 
The patricians and plebeians in Rome were perpetually at variancei, 
and there was no intermediate power to reconcile them. The Roman 
senate, who were so unjustly, so criminally proud as not to suffer 
the plebeians to share with them in anything, could find no other 
artifice to keep the latter out of the administration than by employing 
them in foreign wars. They considered the plebeians as a wild 
beast, whom it behoved them to let loose upon their neighbours, for 
fear they should devour their masters. Thus the greatest Hpfert in 
the Government of the Romans raised them to be conquerors. By 
being unhappy at home, they triumphed over and possessed them- 
selves of the world, till at last their divisions sunk them to slavery. 

The Government of England will never rise to so exalted a pitch 
of glory, nor will its end be so fatal. The English are not fired with 
the splendid folly of making conquests, but would only prevent 
their neighbours from conquering. They are not only jealous of their 
own liberty, but even of that of other nations. The English were 
exasperated against Louis XIV. for no other reason but because he 
was ambitious, and declared war against him merely out of levity, 
not firom any interested motives. 


^e English have doubdess purchased their liberties at a very high 
pric^ and waded through seas of blood to drowir the idol of arbi- 
tra^ ^wer. Other nations have been involved in as great 

have shed as much blood; but then the blood they spilt in 
of their liberties only enslaved them the more. 

That which rises to a revolution in England is no more than a 
^bon in other countries. A dty in Spain, in Barbary, or in 
Turkey, takes up arms in defence of its privileges, when imme- 
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diately it is stormed by mercenary troops, it is punished by execu- 
tioners, and the rest of the nation kiss the chains they are loaded 
with. The French are of opinion that the government of this island 
is more tempestuous than the sea which surrounds it, which indeed 
is true; but then it is never so but when the king raises the storm — 
when he attempts to seize the ship of which he is only the chief 
pilot. The civil wars of France lasted longer, were more cruel, and 
productive of greater evils than those of England; but none of these 
civil wars had a wise and prudent liberty for their object. 

In the detestable reigns of Charles IX. and Henry III. the whole 
affair was only whether the people should be slaves to the Guises. 
With regard to the last war of Paris, it deserves only to be hooted at. 
Methinks I see a crowd of schoolboys rising up in arms against their 
master, and afterwards whipped for it. Cardinal de Retz, who was 
witty and brave (but to no purpose), rebellious without a cause, 
factious without design, and head of a defenseless party, caballed 
for caballing’s sake, and seemed to foment the civil war merely 
out of diversion. The parliament did not know what he intended, 
nor what he did not intend. He levied troops by Act of Parliament, 
and the next moment cashiered them. He threatened, he begged par- 
don; he set a price upon Cardinal Mazarin’s head, and afterwards 
congratulated him in a public manner. Our civil wars under Charles 
VI. were bloody and cruel, those of the League execrable, and that 
of the Frondeurs^ ridiculous. 

That for which the French chiefly reproach the English nation 
is the murder of King Charles I., whom his subjects treated exactly 
as he would have treated them had his reign been prosperous. After 
all, consider on one side Charles I., defeated in a pitched battle, 
imprisoned, tried, sentenced to die in Westminster Hall, and then 
beheaded. And on the other, the Emperor Henry VII., poisoned by 
his chaplain at his receiving the Sacrament; Henry III. stabbed by a 
monk; thirty assassinations projected against Henry IV., several of 
them put in execution, and the last bereaving that great monarch of 
his life. Weigh, I say, all these wicked attempts and then judge. 

^Frondeurs, in its proper sense Stingers, and figuratively Cavillers, or lovers of 
rontradiction, was a name given to a league or party that opposed the French Ministry; 

e,. Cardinal Mazarin, in 1648. 
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Letter IX 

ON THE GOVERNMENT 

That mixture in the English Government, that harmony between 
King, Lords, and Commons, did not always subsist. England was 
enslaved for a long series of years by the Romans, the Saxons, the 
Danes, and the French successively. William the Conqueror par- 
ticularly, ruled them with a rod of iron. He disposed as absolutely 
of the lives and fortunes of his conquered subjects as an eastern 
monarch; and forbade, upon pain of death, the English either fire 
or candle in their houses after eight oVlock; whether he did this to 
prevent their nocturnal meetings, or only to try, by this odd and 
whimsical prohibition, how far it was possible for one man to 
extend his power over his fellow-creatures. It is true, indeed, that 
the English had Parliaments before and after William the Con- 
queror, and they boast of them, as though these assemblies then 
called Parliaments, composed of ecclesiastical tyrants and of plun- 
derers entitled barons, had been the guardians of the public liberty 
and happiness. 

The barbarians who came from the shores of the Baltic, and 
settled in the rest of Europe, brought with them the form of govern- 
ment called States or Parliaments, about which so much noise is 
made, and which are so little understood. Kings, indeed, were not 
absolute in those days; but then the people were more wretched 
upon that very account, and more completely enslaved. The chiefs 
of these savages, who had laid waste France, Italy, Spain, and 
England, made themselves monarchs. Their generals divided among 
themselves the several countries they had conquered, whence sprung 
those margraves, those peers, those barons, those petty tyrants, who 
often contested with their sovereigns for the spoils tsf whole nations. 
These were birds of prey fighting with an eagle for doves whose 
blood the victorious was to suck. Every nation, instead of being 
governed by one master, was trampled upon by a hundred tyrants. 
The priests soon played a part among them. Before this it had been 
the fate of the Gauls, the Germans, and the Britons, to be always 
governed by their Druids and the chiefs of their villages, an ancient 
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kind of barons, not so tyrannical as their stuxessors. These Druids 
pretended to be mediators between God and man. They enacted 
laws, they fulminated their excommunications, and sentenced to 
death. The bishops succeeded, by insensible degrees, to their 
temporal authority in the Goth and Vandal government. The popes 
set themselves at their head, and armed with their brieb, their bulls, 
and reinforced by monks, they made even kings tremble, deposed 
and assassinated them at pleasure, and employed every artifice to 
draw into their own purses moneys from all parts of Europe. The 
weak Ina, one of the tyrants of the Saxon Heptarchy in England, 
was the first monarch who submitted, in his pilgrimage to Rome, 
to pay St. Peter’s penny (equivalent very near to a French crown) 
for every house in his dominions. The whole island soon followed his 
example; England became insensibly one of the Pope’s provinces, 
and the Holy Father used to send from time to time his legates 
thither to levy exorbitant taxes. At last King John delivered up by 
a public instrument the kingdom of England to the Pope, who had 
excommunicated him; but the barons, not finding their account in 
this resignation, dethroned the wretched King John and seated 
Louis, father to St. Louis, King of France, in Ids place. However, 
they were soon weary of their new monarch, and accordingly obliged 
him to return to France. 

Whilst that the barons, the bishops, and the popes, all laid waste 
England, where all were for ruling; the most numerous, the most 
us^ul, even the most virtuous, and consequently the most vener* 
able part of mankind, consisting of those who study the laws and 
the sciences, of traders, of artificers, in a word, of all who were not 
tyrants— that is, those who are called the people: these, I say, were 
by them looked upon as so many animals beneath the dignity of 
the huiiian species. 'The Conunons in those ages were far firom 
sharing in the government, they being villains or peasants, whose 
labour, whose blood, were the property of their masters who entided 
themselves the nobility. The major part of men in Europe wpre at 
that time what they are to this ^y in several parts of the world— 
they were villains or bondsmen of lords— that is, a Hnd of catde 
bought and sold with the land. Many ages passed away before 
justice could be done to human nature— bebre mankind were 
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A Church of England minister appears as another Cato in pres- 
ence of a juvenile, sprightly French graduate, who bawls for a whole 
morning together in the divinity schools, and hums a song in chorus 
with ladies in the evening; but this Cato is a very spark when before 
a Scotch Presbyterian. The latter affects a serious gait, puts on a sour 
look, wears a vastly broad-brinuned hat and a long cloak over a very 
short coat, preaches through the nose, and gives the name of the 
whore of Babylon to all churches where the ministers are so fortunate 
as to enjoy an annual revenue of five or six thousand pounds, and 
where the people are weak enough to suffer this, and to give them 
the titles of my lord, your lordship, or your eminence. 

These gentlemen, who have also some churches in England^ 
introduced there the mode of grave and severe exhortations. To them 
is owing the sanctification of Sunday in the three kingdoms. People 
are there forbidden to work or take any recreation on that day, in 
which the severity is twice as great as that of the Romish Church. 
No operas, plays, or concerts are allowed in London on Sundays^ 
and even cards are so expressly forbidden that none but persons of 
quality, and those we call the genteel, play on that day; the rest of the 
nation go either to church, to the tavern, or to see their mistresses. 

Though the Episcopal and Presbyterian sects are the two prevail- 
ing ones in Great Britain, yet all others are very welcome to come 
and settle in it, and live very sociably together, though most of their 
preachers hate one another almost as cordially as a Jansenist damns 
a Jesuit. 

Take a view of the Royal Exchange in London, a place more 
venerable than many courts of justice, where the representatives of 
all nations meet for the benefit of mankind. There the Jew, the 
Mahometan, and the Christian transact together, as though they all 
professed the same religion, and give the name of infidel to none 
but bankrupts. There the Presbyterian confides in the Anabaptist, 
and the Churchman depends on the Quaker’s word. At the break- 
ing up of this pacific and free assembly, some withdraw to the syna- 
gogue, and others to take a glass. This man goes and is baptized in 
a great tub, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: that 
man has his son’s foreskin cut off, whilst a set of Hebrew words 
(quite unintelligible to him) are mumbled over his child. Others 
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retire to their churches, and there wait for the inspiration of heaven 
with their hats on, and all are satisfied. 

If one religion only were allowed in England, the Government 
would very possibly become arbitrary; if there were but two» the 
people would cut one another's throats; but as there are such a multi- 
tude, they all live happy and in peace. 


Letter VII 

ON THE SOCINIANS, OR ARIANS, OR 
ANTITRINITARIANS 

There is a litde sect here composed of clergymen, and of a few 
very learned persons among the laity, who, though they don’t call 
themselves Arians or Socinians, do yet dissent entirely from St. Atha- 
nasius with regard to their notions of the Trinity, and declare very 
frankly that the Father is greater than the Son. 

Do you remember what is related of a certain orthodox bishop, 
who in order to convince an emperor of the reality of consubstantia- 
tion, put his hand under the chin of the monarch’s son, and took him 
by the nose in presence of his sacred majesty? The emperor was 
going to order his attendants to throw the bishop out of the window, 
when the good old man gave him this handsome and convincing 
reason: “Since your majesty,” said he, “is angry when your son has 
not due respect shown him, what punishment do you think will 
God the Father inflict on those who refuse His Son Jesus the titles 
due to Him?” The persons I just now mentioned declare that the 
holy bishop took a very wrong step, that his argument was incon- 
clusive, and that the emperor should have answered him thus: 
“Know that there are two ways by which men may be wanting in 
respect to me— first, in not doing honour sufEcient to my son; and, 
secondly, in paying him the same honour as to me.” 

Be this as it will, the principles of Arius begin to revive, not only in 
England, but in Holland and Poland. The celebrated Sir Isaac 
Newton honoured this opinion so far as to countenance it. This 
philosopher thought that the Unitarians argued more mathematically 
than we do. But the most sanguine stickler for Arianism is the 
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illustrious Dr. Clark. This man is rigidly virtuous, and of a mild 
disposition, is more fond of his tenets than desirous of propagating 
fhi»m, and absorbed so entirely in problems and calculations that he 
is a mere reasoning machine. 

It is he who wrote a book which is much esteemed and little under* 
stood, on the existence of God, and another, more intelligible, but 
pretty much contemned, on the truth of the' Christian religion. He 
never engaged in scholastic disputes, which our friend calls venerable 
trifles. He only published a work containing all the testimonies of the 
primitive ages for and against the Unitarians, and leaves to the reader 
the counting of the voices and the liberty of forming a judgment. 
This book won the doctor a great number of partisans, and lost 
him the See of Canterbury but, in my humble opinion, he was out 
in his calculation, and had better have been Primate of all England 
than merely an Arian parson. 

You see that opinions are subject to revolutions as well as empires. 
Arianism, after having triumphed during three centuries, and been 
forgot twelve, rises at last out of its own ashes; but it has chosen a 
very improper season to make its appearance in, the present age 
being quite cloyed with disputes and sects. The members of this 
sect are, besides, too few to be indulged the liberty of holding public 
assemblies, which, however, they will, doubtless, be permitted to do 
in case they spread considerably. But people are now so very cold 
with respect to all things of this kind, that there is little probability 
any new religion, or old one, that may be revived, will meet with 
favour. Is it not whimsical enough that Luther, Calvin, and Zuing* 
lius, all of ’em wretched authors, should have founded sects which 
are now spread over a great part of Europe, that Mahomet, though 
so ignorant, should have given a religion to Asia and Africa, and 
that Sir Isaac Newton, Dr. Clark, Mr. Locke, Mr. Le Clerc, etc, 
the greatest philosophers, as well as the ablest writers of thrir ages, 
should scarce have been able to raise a little flock, which even de- 
creases daily. 

This it is to be born at a proper period of time. Were Cgrdii)a1 
de Retz to return again into the world neither his eloquence nor his 
intrigues would draw together ten women in Paris. Were Oliver 
Cromwell, he who beheaded his soverrign, and seized upon the 
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kingly dignity, to rise from the dead, he would be a wealthy City 
trader, and no more. 


Letter VIII 

ON THE PARLIAMENT 

The members of the English Parliament are fond of comparing 
themselves to the old Romans. 

Not long since Mr. Shippen opened a speech in the House of 
Commons with these words, “The majesty of the people of England 
would be wounded.” The singularity of the expression occasioned a 
loud laugh; but this gentleman, so far from being disconcerted, 
repeated the same words with a resolute tone of voice, and the laugh 
ceased. In my opinion, the majesty of the people of England has 
nothing in common with that .of the people of Rome, much less 
is there any affinity between their Governments. There is in London 
a senate, some of the members whereof are accused (doubtless very 
unjustly) of selling their voices on certain occasions, as was done in 
Rome; this is the only resemblance. Besides, the two nations appear 
to me quite opposite in character, vrith regard both to good and 
evil. The Romans never knew the dreadful folly of religious 
wars, an abomination reserved for devout preachers of patience and 
humility. Marious and Sylla, Caesar and Pompey, Anthony and 
Augustus, did not draw their swords and set the world in a blaze 
merely to determine whether the flamen should wear his shirt over 
his robe, or his robe over his shirt, or whether the sacred chickens 
should eat and drink, or eat only, in order to take the augury. The 
English have hanged one another by law, and cut one another to 
pieces in pitched battles, for quarrels of as trifling nature. The sects 
of the Episcopalians and Presbyterians quite distracted these very 
serious heads for a time. But I fancy they will hardly ever be so 
silly again, they seeming to be grown wis^ at their own expense; and 
I do not perceive the least inclination in them to murder one another 
merely about syllogisms, as some zealots among them once did. 

. But here follows a more essential difference between Rome and 
England, which gives the advantage entirely to the latter— viz., that 



86 VOLTAIRE 

the civil wars of Rome ended in slavery, and those of the English 
in liberty. The English are the only people upon earth who have 
been able to prescribe limits to the power of kings by resisting them; 
and who, by a series of struggles, have at last established that wise 
Government where the Prince is all powerful to do good, and, at 
the same time, is restrained from committing evil; where the nobles 
are great without insolence, though there are^-no vassals; and where 
the people share in the Government without confusion. 

The House of Lords and that of the Commons divide the legis* 
lative power under the king, but the Romans had no such balance. 
The patricians and plebeians in Rome were perpetually at variance, 
and there was no intermediate power to reconcile them. The Roman 
senate, who were so unjustly, so criminally proud as not to suffer 
the plebeians to share with them in anything, could find no other 
artifice to keep the latter out of the administration than by employing 
them in foreign wars. They considered the plebeians as a wild 
beast, whom it behoved them to let loose upon their neighbours, for 
fear they should devour their masters. Thus the greatest defect in 
the Government of the Romans raised them to be conquerors. By 
being unhappy at home, they triumphed over and possessed them- 
selves of the world, till at last their divisions sunk them to slavery. 

The Government of England will never rise to so exalted a pitch 
of glory, nor will its end be so fatal. The English are not fired with 
the splendid folly of making conquests, but would only prevent 
their neighbours from conquering. They are not only jealous of their 
own liberty, but even of tJiat of other nations. The English were 
exasperated against Louis XIV. for no other reason but because he 
was ambitious, and declared war against him merely out of levity, 
not from any interested motives. 

The English have doubtless purchased their liberties at a very high 
price, and waded through seas of blood to drown the idol of arbi- 
trary power. Other nations have been involved in as great calamities, 
and have shed as much blood; but then the blood they spilt in 
defence of their liberties only enslaved them the more. 

That which rises to a revolution in England is no more than a 
sedition in other countries. A city in Spain, in Barbary, or in 
Turkey, takes up arms in defence of its privileges, when imme- 
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diately it is stormed by mercenary troops, it is punished by execu- 
tioners, and the rest of the nation kiss the chains they are loaded 
with. The French are of opinion that the government of this island 
is more tempestuous than the sea which surrounds it, which indeed 
is true; but then it is never so but when the king raises the storm— 
when he attempts to seize the ship of which he is only the chief 
pilot. The civil wars of France lasted longer, were more cruel, and 
productive of greater evils than those of England; but none of these 
civil wars had a wise and prudent liberty for their object. 

In the detestable reigns of Charles IX. and Henry III. the whole 
affair was only whether the people should be slaves to the Guises. 
With regard to the last war of Paris, it deserves only to be hooted at. 
Methinks I see a crowd of schoolboys rising up in arms against their 
master, and afterwards whipped for it. Cardinal de Retz, who was 
witty and brave (but to no purpose), rebellious without a cause, 
factious without design, and head of a defenseless party, caballed 
for caballing’s sake, and seemed to foment the civil war merely 
out of diversion. The parliament did not know what he intended, 
nor what he did not intend. He levied troops by Act of Parliament, 
and the next moment cashiered them. He threatened, he begged par- 
don; he set a price upon Cardinal Mazarines head, and afterwards 
congratulated him in a public manner. Our civil wars under Charles 
VI. were bloody and cruel, those of the League execrable, and that 
of the Frondeurs^ ridiculous. 

That for which the French chiefly reproach the English nation 
is the murder of King Charles I., whom his subjects treated exacdy 
as he would have treated them had his reign been prosperous. After 
all, consider on one side Charles I., defeated in a pitched battle, 
imprisoned, tried, sentenced to die in Westminster Hall, and then 
beheaded. And on the other, the Emperor Henry VII., poisoned by 
his chaplain at his receiving the Sacrament; Henry III. stabbed by a 
monk; thirty assassinations projected against Henry IV., several of 
them put in execution, and the last bereaving that great monarch of 
his life. Weigh, I say, all these wicked attempts and then judge. 

^Frondeurs, in its proper sense SUngers, and figuratively Cavillers, or lovers of 
contradiction, was a name given to a league or party that opposed the French Ministry; 
i. e„ Cardinal Mazarin, in 1648. 
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Lettek IX 

ON THE GOVERNMENT 

That mixture in che English Government, that harmony between 
King, Lords, and Commons, did not always subsist. England was 
enslaved for a long series of years by the Roma^ the Saxons, the 
Danes, and the French successively. William the Conqueror par- 
ticularly, ruled them with a rod of iron. He disposed as absolutely 
of the lives and fortunes of his conquered subjects as an eastern 
monarch; and forbade, upon pain of death, the English either fire 
or candle in their houses after eight o’clock; whether he did this to 
prevent their nocturnal meetings, or only to try, by this odd and 
whimsical prohibition, how far it was possible for one man to 
extend his power over his fellow-creatures. It is true, indeed, that 
the English had Parliaments before and after William the Con- 
queror, and they boast of them, as though these assemblies then 
called Parliaments, composed of ecclesiastical tyrants and of plun- 
derers entided barons, had been the guardians of the public liberty 
and happiness. 

The barbarians who came from the shores of the Baltic, and 
setded in the rest of Europe, brought with them the form of govern- 
ment called States or Parliaments, about which so much noise is 
made, and which are so Htde understood. Kings, indeed, were not 
d>solute in those days; but then the people were more wretched 
upon that very account, and more completely enslaved. The chiefs 
of these savages, who had laid waste France, Italy, Spain, and 
England, made themselves monarchs. Their generals ^vided among 
themselves the several countries they had conquered, whence sprung 
those margraves, those peers, those barons, those petty tyrants, who 
often contested with their sovereigns for the spoils of wlmle nations. 
These were birds of prey fighting with an eagle ior doves whose 
blood the victorious was to suck. Every nation, instead of being 
governed by one master, was trampled upon by a hundred tyrants. 
The priests soon played a part among them. B^re this it had be^ 
the fate of the Gauls, the Germans, and the Britons, to be always 
governed by their Druids and the chiefs of their villages, an ancient 



LETTERS ON THE ENGLISH 89 

kind of barony not so tyrannical as their successors. These Druids 
pretended to be mediators between God and man. They enacted 
laws, they fulminated their excommunications, and sentenced to 
death. The bishops succeeded, by insensible degrees, to their 
temporal authority in the Goth and Vandal government. The popes 
set themselves at their head, and armed with their bridEs, their bidls, 
and reinforced by monks, they made evm kings trembly deposed 
and assassinated them at pleasure, and employed every artifice to 
draw into their own purses moneys from all parts of Europe. The 
weak Ina, one of the tyrants of the Saxon Heptarchy in England, 
was the first monarch who submitted, in his pilgrimage to Rome, 
to pay St. Peter’s penny (equivalent very near to a French crown) 
for every house in his dominions. The whole island soon followed his 
example; England became insensibly one of the Pope’s provinces, 
and the Holy Father used to send from time to time his legates 
thither to levy exorbitant taxes. At last King John delivered up by 
a public instrument the kingdom of England to the Pope, who had 
excommunicated him; but the barons, not finding their account in 
this resignation, dethroned the wretched King John and seated 
Louis, father to St. Louis, King of France, in his place. However, 
they were soon weary of their new monarch, and accordingly obliged 
him to return to France. 

Whilst that the barons, the bishops, and the popes, all laid waste 
England, where all were for ruling; the most numerous, the most 
useful, even the most virtuous, and consequendy the most vener- 
able part of mankind, consisting of those who study the laws and 
the sciences, of traders, of artificers, in a word, of all who were not 
tyrants— that is, those who are called the people: these, I say, were 
by them looked upon as so many animals beneath the dignity of 
the human spedes. The Commons in those ages were fax titnu 
sharing in the government, they being villains or peasants, whose 
labour, whose blood, were the property of their masters who entitled 
themselves the nobility. The major part of men in Europe Mrere at 
that time what they are to this day in several parts the world — 
they were villains or bondsmen of lords— thd; is, a kind of catde 
bought and scdd with the land. Many ages passed away befme 
justice could be done to human nature— before mankind were 
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conscious that it was abominable for many to sow, and but few reap. 
And was not France very happy, when the power and authority of 
those petty robbers was abolished by the lawful authority of kings 
and of the people? 

Happily, in the violet shocks which the divisions between kings 
and the nobles gave to empires, the chains of nations were more or 
less heavy. Liberty in England sprang from^the quarrels of tyrants. 
The harons forced King John and King Henry III. to grant the 
famous Magna Charta, the chief design of which was indeed to 
make kings dependent on the Lords; but then the rest of the nation 
were a little favoured in it, in order that they might join on proper 
occasions with their pretended masters. This great Charter, which is 
considered as the sacred origin of the English liberties, shows in itself 
how litde liberty was known. 

The tide alone proves that the king thought he had a just right 
to he absolute; and that the barons, and even the clergy, forced him 
to give up the pretended right, for no other reason but because they 
were the most powerful. 

Magna Charta begins in this style: “We grant, of our own free 
will, the following privileges to the archbishops, bishops, priors, and 
barons of our kingdom,” etc. 

The House of Commons is not once mentioned in the articles of 
this Charter— a proof that it did not yet exist, or that it existed 
without power. Mention is therein made, by name, of the freemen 
of England— a melancholy proof that some were not so. It appears, 
by Article XXXII., that these pretended freemen owed service to 
their lords. Such a liberty as this was not many removes from 
slavery. 

By Article XXI., the king ordains that his officers shall not hence- 
forward srize upon, unless they pay for them, the horses and carts 
of freemen. The people considered this ordinance as a real liberty, 
though it was a greater tyranny. Henry VII., that happy usurper and 
great politician, who pretended to love the barons, though he in 
reality hated and feared them, got their lands alienated. By this 
means the villains, afterwards acquiring riches by their industry, 
purchased the estates and country seats of the illustrious peers who 
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had ruined themselves by their folly and extravagance, and all the 
lands got by insensible degrees into other hands. 

The power of the House of Qjmmons increased every day. The 
families of the ancient peers were at last extinct; and as peers only 
are properly noble in England, there would be no such thing in 
strictness of law as nobility in that island, had not the kings created 
new barons from time to time, and preserved the body of peers, 
once a terror to them, to oppose them to the Commons, since be- 
come so formidable. 

All these new peers who compose the Higher House receive 
nothing but their titles from the king, and very few of them have 
estates in those places whence they take their titles. One shall be 

Duke of D ^ though he has not a foot of land in Dorsetshire; 

and another is Earl of a village, though he scarce knows where it 
is situated. The peers have power, but it is only in the Parliament 
House. 

There is no such thing here as haute, moyenne, and basse justice — 
that is, a power to judge in all matters civil and criminal; nor a right 
or privilege of hunting in the grounds of a citizen, who at the same 
time is not permitted to fire a gun in his own field. 

No one is exempted in this country from paying certain taxes 
because he is a nobleman or a priest. All duties and taxes are 
settled by the House of Commons, whose power is greater than 
that of the Peers, though inferior to it in dignity. The spiritual as 
well as temporal Lords have the liberty to reject a Money Bill 
brought in by the Commons; but they are not allowed to alter 
anything in it, and must either pass or throw it out without 
restriction. When the Bill has passed the Lords and is signed by the 
king, then the whole nation pays, every man in proportion to his 
revenue or estate, not according to his title, which would be absurd. 
There is no such thing as an arbitrary subsidy or poll-tax, but a real 
tax on the lands, of all which an estimate was made in the reign of 
the famous King William III. 

The land-tax continues still upon the same foot, though the i^venue 
of the lands is increased. Thus no one is tyrannised over, and every 
one is easy. The feet of the peasants are not bruised by wooden 
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shoes; they eat white bread, are well clothed, and are not afraid of 
increasing their stock of cattle, nor of tiling their houses, from any 
apprehension that their taxes will be raised the year following. The 
ann ual income of the estates of a great many commoners in England 
amounts to two hundred thousand livres, and yet these do not think 
it beneath them to plough the lands which enrich them, and on 
which they enjoy their liberty. • *' 


Letter X 
ON TRADE 

As trade enriched the citizens in England, so it contributed to their 
freedom, and this freedom on the other side extended their com- 
merce, whence arose the grandeur of the State. Trade raised by in- 
sensible degrees the naval power, which gives the English a 
superiority over the seas, and they now are masters of very near two 
himdred ships of war. Posterity will very probably be surprised to 
hear that an island whose only produce is a little lead, tin, fuller’s- 
earth, and coarse wool, should become so powerful by its com- 
merce^ as to be able to send, in 1723, three fleets at the same time to 
three different and far distanced parts of the globe. One before 
Gibraltar, conquered and still possessed by the English; a second to 
Porto Bello, to dispossess the King of Spain of the treasures of the 
West Indies; and a third into the Baltic, to prevent the Northern 
Powers from coming to an engagement. 

At the time when Louis XIV. made all Italy tremble, and that 
his armies, which had already possessed themselves of Savoy and 
Piedmont, were upon the point of taking Turin; Prince Eugene 
was obliged to march from the middle of Germany in order to 
succour Savoy. Having no money, without wUch cities cannot 
be either taken or defended, he ad^essed himself to some English 
merchants. These, at an hour and a halFs warning, lent him five 
millions, whereby he was enabled to deliver Turin, and to beat the 
French; after which he wrote the following short letter to the per- 
sons who had didbursed him the above-mentioned sums: "Gentlemen, 
I received your money, and flatter myself that I have laid it out to 
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your satisfaction.” Such a circumstance as this raises a just pride in 
an English merchant, and makes him presume (not without some 
reason) to compare himself to a Roman citizen; and, indeed, a peer’s 
brother does not think traffic beneath him. When the Lord Town- 
shend was Minister of State, a brother of his was content to be a 
City merchant; and at the time that the Earl of Oxford governed 
Great Britain, his younger brother was no more than a factor in 
Aleppo, where he chose to live, and where he died. This custom, 
which begins, however, to be laid aside, appears monstrous to 
Germans, vainly puffed up with their extraction. These think it 
morally impossible that the son of an English peer should be no 
more than a rich and powerful citizen, for all are princes in 
Germany. There have been thirty highnesses of the same name, all 
whose patrimony consisted only in their escutcheons and thar pride. 

In France the title of marquis is given gratis to any one who will 
accept of it; and whosoever arrives at Paris from the midst of the 
most remote provinces with money in his purse, and a name termi' 
nating in oc or iUe, may strut about, and cry, “Such a man as II A 
man of my rank and figurel” and may look down upon a trader 
with sovereign contempt; whilst the trader on the other side, by thus 
often hearing his profession treated so disdainfully, is fool enough 
to blush at it. However, I need not say which is most useful to a 
nation; a lord, powdered in the tip of the mode, who knows exactly 
at what o’clock the king rises and goes to bed, and who gives himself 
airs of grandeur and state, at the same time that he is acting the slave 
in the ante-chamber of a prime minister; or a merchant, who en- 
riches his country, despatches orders from his counting-house to 
Surat and Grand Cairo, and contributes to the felidty of the world. 


Letter XI 

ON INOCULATION 

It is inadvertently affirmed in the Christian countries di Burc^ 
that the Englirii are fools and madmen. Fools, because they give 
thdr children the small-pox to prevent thdr catching it; and mad- 
men, because they wantonly communicate a certain and dreadful 
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distemper to their children, merely to prevent an uncertain evil. 
The English, on the other side, call the rest o£ the Europeans 
cowardly and unnatural. Cowardly, because they are afraid of 
putting their children to a little pain; unnatural, because they ex- 
pose them to die one time or other of the small-pox. But that the 
reader may be able to judge whether the English or those who 
differ from them in opinion are in the right, here follows the history 
of the famed inoculation, which is mentioned with so much dread 
in France. 

The Circassian women have, from time immemorial, communi- 
cated the small'pox to their children when not above six months 
old by making an incision in the arm, and by putting into this 
incision a pustule, taken carefully from the body of another child. 
This pustule produces the same effect in the arm it is laid in as yeast 
in a piece of dough; it ferments, and diffuses through the whole 
mass of blood the qualities with which it is impregnated. The 
pustules of the child in whom the artificial small-pox has been thus 
inoculated are employed to communicate the same distemper to 
others. There is an almost perpetual circulation of it in Circassia; 
and when unhappily the small-pox has quite left the country, the 
inhabitants of it are in as great trouble and perplexity as other 
nations when their harvest has fallen short. 

The circumstance that introduced a custom in Circassia, which 
appears so singular to others, is nevertheless a cause common to all 
nations, I mean maternal tenderness and interest. 

The Circassians are poor, and their daughters are beautiful, and 
indeed, it is in them they chiefly trade. They furnish with beauties 
the seraglios of the Turkish Sultan, of the Persian Sophy, and of all 
those who are wealthy enough to purchase and maintain such 
precious merchandise. These maidens are very honourably and 
virtuously instructed to fondle and caress men; are taught dances 
of a very polite and effeminate kind; and how to heighten by the 
most voluptuous artifices the pleasures of their disdainful masters 
for whom they are designed. These unhappy creatures repeat 
their lesson to their mothers, in the same manner as little girls 
among us repeat their catechism without understanding one word 
they say. 
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Now it often happened that, after a father and mother had taken 
the utmost care of the education of their children, they were frus- 
trated of all their hopes in an instant. The small-pox getting into the 
family, one daughter died of it, another lost an eye, a third had a 
great nose at her recovery, and the unhappy parents were com- 
pletely ruined. Even, frequendy, when the small-pox became 
epidemical, trade was suspended for several years, which thinned 
very considerably the seraglios of Persia and Turkey. 

A trading nation is always watchful over its own interests, and 
grasps at every discovery that may be of advantage to its commerce. 
The Circassians observed that scarce one person in a thousand was 
ever attacked by a small-pox of a violent kind. That some, indeed, 
had this distemper very favourably three or four times, but never 
twice so as to prove fatal; in a word, that no one ever had it in a 
violent degree twice in his life. They observed farther, that when 
the small-pox is of the milder sort, and the pustules have only a 
tender, delicate skin to break through, they never leave the least 
scar in the face. From these natural observations they concluded, 
that in case an infant of six months or a year old should have a milder 
sort of small-pox, he would not die of it, would not be marked, nor 
be ever afflicted with it again. 

In order, therefore, to preserve the life and beauty of their chil- 
dren, the only thing remaining was to give them the small-pox 
in their infant years. This they did by inoculating in the body of a 
child a pustule taken from the most regular and at the same 
the most favourable sort of small-pox that could be procured. 

The experiment could not possibly fail. The Turks, who are 
people of good sense, soon adopted this custom, insomuch that at 
this time there is not a bassa in Constantinople but conununicates 
the small-pox to his children of both sexes immediately upon their 
bang weaned. 

Some pretend that the Circassians borrowed this custom anciently 
from the Arabians; but we shall leave the clearing up of this point 
of history to some learned Benedictine, who will not fail to^com- 
pile a great many folios on this subject, with the several proofs or 
authorities. All 1 have to say upon it is that, in the beginning of 
the reign King George I., the Lady Wortley Montague, a woman 
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of as fine a genius, and endued with as great a strength of mind| 
as any of her sex in the British Kingdoms, being with her hud^and, 
who was ambassador at the Porte, made no scruple to communicate 
the small-pox to an infant of which she was delivered in Con- 
stantinople. 

The chaplain represented to his lady, but to no purpose, that this 
was an un-Christian operation, and therefore* that it could succeed 
with none but infidels. However, it had the most happy effect upon 
the son of the Lady Wortley Montague, who, at her return to Eng- 
land, communicated the experiment to the Princess of Wales, now 
Queen of England. It must be confessed that this princess, abstracted 
from her crown and titles, was born to encourage the whole circle 
of arts, and to do good to mankind. She appears as an amiable phil- 
osopher on the throne, having never let slip one opportunity of im- 
proving the great talents she received from Nature, nor of exerting 
her beneficence. It is she who, being informed that a daughter of 
Milton was living, but in miserable circumstances, immediately sent 
her a considerable present. It is she who protects the learned Father 
Courayer. It is she who condescended to attempt a reconciliation 
between Dr. Clark and Mr. Leibnitz. The moment this princess 
heard of inoculation, she caused an experiment of it to be made on 
four criminals sentenced to die, and by that means preserved their 
lives doubly; for she not only saved them from the gallows, but by 
means of this artificial small-pox prevented their ever having that 
distemper in a natural way, with which they would very probably 
have been attacked one time or other, and might have died of in a 
more advanced age. 

The princess being assured of the usefulness of this operation, 
caused her own children to be inoculated. A great part of the king- 
dom followed her example, and since that time ten thousand chil- 
dren, at least, of persons of condition owe in this manner their lives 
to her Majesty and to the Lady Wortley Montague; and as many of 
the fair sex are obliged to them for their beauty. 

Upon a general calculation, threescore persons in every hundred 
have the small-pox. Of these threescore, twenty die of it in the most 
favourable season of life, and as many more wear the disagreeable 
ranains of it in their faces so long as they live. Thus, a fifth part of 
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mankind dither die or are disfigured by this distemper. But it does 
not prove fatal to so much as one among those who are inoculated in 
Turkey or in England, unless the patient be infirm, or would have 
died had not the experiment been made upon him. Besides, no one 
is disfigured, no one has the small-pox a second time, if the inocula- 
tion was perfect. It is therefore certain, that had the lady of some 
French ambassador brought this secret from Constantinople to Paris, 
the nation would have been for ever obliged to her. Then the Duke 
de Villequier, father to die Duke d’Aumont, who enjoys the most 
vigorous constitution, and is the healthiest man in France, would not 
have been cut off in the flower of his age. 

Hie Prince of Soubise, happy in the finest flush of health, would 
not have been snatched away at five-and-twenty, nor the Dauphin, 
grandfather to Louis XV., have been laid in his grave in his fifdeth 
year. Twenty thousand persons whom the small-pox swept away at 
Paris in 1723 would have been alive at this time. But are not the 
French fond of life, and is beauty so inconsiderable an advantage as 
to be disregarded by the ladies ? It must be confessed that we are an 
odd kind of people. Perhaps our nation will imitate ten years hence 
this practice of the English, if the clergy and the physicians will but 
give them leave to do it; or possibly our countrymen may mtroduce 
inoculation three months hence in France out of mere whim, in case 
the English should discontinue it through fickleness. 

I am informed that the Chinese have practised inoculation these 
hundred years, a circumstance that argues very much in its favour, 
since they are thought to be the wisest and best governed people in 
the world. The Chinese, indeed, do not communicate this ^stemper 
by inoculation, but at the nose, in the same manner as we take 
snuff. This is a more agreeable way, but then it produces the like 
effects; and proves at the same time that had inoculation been prac- 
tised in France it would have saved the lives of thousands. 
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Letter XII 

ON THE LORD BACON 

Not long since the trite and frivolous question following was 
debated in a very polite and learned company, viz., Who was the 
greatest man, Caesar, Alexander, Tamerlane, Cromwell, &c.? 

Somebody answered that Sir Isaac Newton excelled them alL 
The gendeman’s assertion was very just; for if true greatness consists 
in having received from heaven a mighty genius, and in having 
employed it to enlighten our own mind and that of others, a man 
like Sir Isaac Newton, whose equal is hardly found in a thousand 
years, is the truly great man. And those politicians and conquerors 
(and all ages produce some) were generally so many illustrious 
wicked men. That man claims our respect who commands over the 
minds of the rest of the world by the force of truth, not those who 
enslave their fellow-creatures: he who is acquainted with the uni- 
verse, not they who deface it. 

Since, therefore, you desire me to give you an account of the 
famous personages whom England has given birth to, I shall begin 
with Lord Bacon, Mr. Locke, Sir Isaac Newton, &c. Afterwards the 
warriors and Ministers of State shall come in their order. 

I must begin with the celebrated Viscount Verulam, known in 
Europe by the name of Bacon, which was that of his family. His 
father had been Lord Keeper, and himself was a great many years 
Lord Chancellor under King James 1. Nevertheless, amidst the 
intrigues of a Court, and the affairs of his exalted employment, which 
alone were enough to engross his whole time, he yet found so much 
leisure for study as to make himself a great philosopher, a good his- 
torian, and an elegant writer; and a still more surprising circumstance 
is that he lived in an age in which the art of writing justly and ele- 
gandy was little known, much less true philosophy. Lord Bacon, 
as is the fate of man, was more esteemed after his death than in his 
lifetime. His enemies were in the British Court, and his admirers 
were foreigners. 

When the Marquis d’Ef&at attended in England upon the Princess 
Henrietta Maria, daughter to Henry IV., whom King Charles I. 
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had married, that Minister went and visited the Lord Bacon, who, 
being at that time sick in his bed, received him with the curtains shut 
close, "You resemble the angels,” said the Marquis to him; "we hear 
those beings spoken of perpetually, and we believe them superior to 
men, but are never allowed the consolation to see them ” 

You know that this great man was accused of a crime very unbe- 
coming a philosopher; I mean bribery and extortion. You know 
that he was sentenced by the House of Lords to pay a fine of about 
four hundred thousand French livres, to lose his peerage and his 
dignity of Chancellor; but in the present age the English revere his 
memory to such a degree, that they will scarce allow him to have been 
guilty. In case you should ask what are my thoughts on this head, 
I shall answer you in the words which I heard the Lord Bolingbroke 
use on another occasion. Several gentlemen were speaking, in his 
company, of the avarice with which the late Duke of Marlborough 
had been charged, some examples whereof being given, the Lord 
Bolingbroke was appealed to (who, having been in the opposite 
party, might perhaps, without the imputation of indecency, have 
been allowed to clear up that matter) : "He was so great a man,” 
replied his lordship, "that I have forgot his vices.” 

I shall therefore confine myself to those things which so justly 
gained Lord Bacon the esteem of all Europe. 

The most singular and the best of all his pieces is that which, at 
this time, is the most useless and the least read, I mean his Novum 
Scientiarum Organum. This is the scaffold with which the new 
philosophy was raised; and when the edifice was built, part of it at 
least, the scaffold was no longer of service. 

The Lord Bacon was not yet acquainted with Nature, but then 
he knew, and pointed out, the several paths that lead to it. He had 
despised in his younger years the thing called philosophy in the 
Universities, and did all that lay in his power to prevent those 
societies of men instituted to improve human reason from depraving 
it by their quiddities, their horrors of the vacuum, their substantial 
forms, and all those impertinent terms which not only ignorance 
had rendered venerable, but which had been made sacred by their 
being ridiculously blended with religion. 

He is the father of experimental philosophy. It must, indeed, be 
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confessed that very surprising secrets had been found out before his 
time-~the sea-compass, printing, engraving on copper plates, oil- 
painting, looking-glasses; the art of restoring, in some measure, dd 
men to their sight by spectacles; gunpowder, &c., had been discovered* 
A new world has been sought for, found, and conquered. Would 
not one suppose that these sublime discoveries had been made by the 
greatest philosophers, and in ages much more* enlightened than the 
present? But it was far otherwise; all these great changes happened 
in the most stupid and barbarous times. Chance only gave birth to 
most of those inventions; and it is very probable that what is called 
chance contributed very much to the discovery of America; at least, 
it has been always thought that Christopher Columbus undertook 
his voyage merely on the relation of a captain of a ship which a storm 
had driven as far westward as the Caribbean Islands. Be this as it 
will, men had sailed round the world, and could destroy cities by an 
artificial thunder more dreadful than the real one; but, then, they 
were not acquainted with the circulation of the blood, the weight of 
the air, the laws of motion, light, the number of our planets, &c. And 
a man who maintained a thesis on Aristotle’s “Categories,” on the 
universals a parte ret, or such-like nonsense, was looked upon as a 
prodigy. 

The most astonishing, the most useful inventions, are not those 
which reflect the greatest honour on the human mind. It is to a 
mechanical instinct, which is found in many men, and not to true 
philosophy, that most arts owe their origin. 

The discovery of fire, the art of making bread, of melting and 
preparing metals, of building houses, and the invention of the 
shutde, are infinitely more beneficial to mankind than printing or the 
sea-compass: and yet these arts were invented by uncultivated, 
savage men. 

What a prodigious use the Greeks and Romansjmade afterwards 
of mechanics! Nevertheless, they believed that there were crystal 
heavens, that the stars were small lamps which sometimes fell into 
the sea, and one of their greatest plulosophers, after long researches, 
found that the stars were so many ffints which had been detached 
from the earth. 

In a word, no one before the Lord Bacon was acquainted with 
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experimental philosophy, nor with the several physical experiments 
which have been made since his time. Scarce one of them but is 
hinted at in his work, and he himself had made several. He made a 
kind of pneumatic engine, by which he guessed the elasticity of the 
air. He approached, on all sides as it were, to the discovery of its 
weight, and had very near attained it, but some time after Torricelli 
seized upon this truth. In a little time experimental philosophy began 
to be cultivated on a sudden in most parts of Europe. It was a hidden 
treasure which the Lord Bacon had some notion of, and which all 
the philosophers, encouraged by his promises, endeavoured to 
dig up. 

But that which surprised me most was to read in his work, in 
express terms, the new attraction, the invention of which is ascribed 
to Sir Isaac Newton. 

We must search, says Lord Bacon, whether there may not be a 
kind of magnetic power which operates between the earth and heavy 
bodies, between the moon and' the ocean, between the planets, &c. 
In another place he says either heavy bodies must be carried towards 
the centre of the earth, pr must be reciprocally attracted by it; and in 
the latter case it is evident that the nearer bodies, in their falling, draw 
towards the earth, the stronger they will attract one another. We 
must, says he, make an experiment to see whether the same clock 
will go faster on the top of a mountain or at the bottom of a mine; 
whether the strength of the weights decreases on the mountain and 
increases in the mine. It is probable that the earth has a true attrac- 
tive power. 

This forerunner in philosophy was also an elegant writer, an 
historian, and a wit. 

His moral essays are greatly esteemed, but they were drawn up in 
the view of instructing rather than of pleasing; and, as they are not a 
satire upon mankind, like Rochefoucauld’s ‘"Maxims,” nor written 
upon a sceptical plan, like Montaigne’s “Essays,” they are not so 
much read as those two ingenious authors. 

His History of Henry VII. was looked upon as a masterpiece, but 
how is it possible that some persons can presume to compare so litde 
a work with the history of our illustrious Thuanus? 

Speaking about the famous impostor Perkin, son to a converted 
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Jew, who assumed boldly the name and title of Richard IV., King of 
England, at the instigation of the Duchess of Burgundy, and who 
disputed the crown with Henry VII., the Lord Bacon writes as 
follows:— 

“At this time the King began again to be haunted with sprites, 
by the magic and curious arts of the Lady Margaret, who raised up 
the ghost of Richard, Duke of York, second' son to King Edward 
IV., to walk and vex the King. 

“After such time as she (Margaret of Burgundy) thought he (Per- 
kin Warbeck) was perfect in his lesson, she began to cast with herself 
from what coast this blazing star should first appear, and at what 
time it must be upon the horizon of Ireland; for there had the 
like meteor strong influence before.” 

Methinks our sagacious Thuanus does not give in to such fustian, 
which formerly was looked upon as sublime, but in this age is justly 
called nonsense. 


Letter XIII 
ON MR. LOCKE 

Perhaps no man ever had a more judicious or more methodical 
genius, or was a more acute logician than Mr. Locke, and yet he was 
not deeply skilled in the mathematics. This great man could never 
subject himself to the tedious fatigue of calculations, nor to the dry 
pursuit of mathematical truths, which do not at first present any 
sensible objects to the mind; and no one has given better proofs than 
he, that it is possible for a man to have a geometrical head without 
the assistance of geometry. Before his time, several great philoso- 
phers had declared, in the most positive terms, what the soul of man 
is; but as these absolutely knew nothing about it, they might very 
well be allowed to differ entirely in opinion from one another. 

In Greece, the infant seat of arts and of errors, and where the 
grandeur as well as folly of the human mind went such prodigious 
lengths, the people used to reason about the soul in the very same 
manner as we do. 

The divine Anaxagoras, in whose honour an altar was erected for 
his having taught mankind that the sun was greater than Pelopon- 



LETTERS ON THE ENGLISH IO3 

nesus, that snow was black, and that the heavens were of stone, 
affirmed that the soul was an aerial spirit, but at the same time im- 
mortal. Diogenes (not he who was a cynical philosopher after having 
coined base money) declared that the soul was a portion of the 
substance of God: an idea which we must confess was very sublime. 
Epicurus maintained that it was composed of parts in the same 
manner as the body. 

Aristotle, who has been explained a thousand ways, because he is 
unintelligible, was of opinion, according to some of his disciples, 
that the understanding in all men is one and the same substance. 

The divine Plato, master of the divine Aristode, — and the divine 
Socrates, master of the divine Plato, — used to say that the soul was 
corporeal and eternal. No doubt but the demon of Socrates had in- 
structed him in the nature of it. Some people, indeed, pretend that 
a man who boasted his being attended by a familiar genius must 
infallibly be either a knave or a madman, but this kind of people are 
seldom satisfied with anything but reason. 

With regard to the Fathers of the Church, several in the primi- 
tive ages believed that the soul was human, and the angels and 
God corporeal. Men naturally improve upon every system. St. Ber- 
nard, as Father Mabillon confesses, taught that the soul after death 
does not see God in the celestial regions, but converses with Christ’s 
human nature only. However, he was not believed this time on his 
bare word; the adventure of the crusade having a little sunk the 
credit of his oracles. Afterwards a thousand schoolmen arose> such 
as the Irrefragable Doctor, the Siffitile Doctor, the Angelic Doctor, 
the Seraphic Doctor, and the Cherubic Doctor, who were all sure 
that they had a very clear and distinct idea of the soul, and yet wrote 
in such a manner, that one would conclude they were resolved no 
one should understand a word in their writings. Our Descartes, born 
to discover the errors of antiquity, and at the same time to substitute 
his own; and hurried away by that systematic spirit which throws a 
cloud over the minds of the greatest men, thought he had demon- 
strated that the soul is the same thing as thought, in the same tilanner 
as matter, in his opinion, is the same as extension. He as^rted, that 
man thinks eternally, and that the soul, at its coming into the body, is 
informed with the whole series of metaphysical notions: knovnng 
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God, infinite space, possessing all sJistnux ideas— in a word, com- 
pletdy endued with the most subUme lights, which it unhappily £or> 
gets at ks issuing from the womb. 

Father Malebranche, in his sublime illusions, not only admitted 
innate ideas, but did not doubt of our living wholly in God, and that 
God is, as it were, our soul. 

Such a multitude of reasoners having wciQien the romance of the 
soul, a sage at last arose, who gave, with an air of the greatest mod- 
esty, the history of it. Mr. Locke has displayed the human soul in 
the same manner as an excellent anatomist explains the springs of 
the human body. He everywhere takes the light of physics for his 
guide. He sommmes presumes to speak affirmatively, but then he 
presiunes also to doubt. Instead of concluding at once what we know 
not, he examines gradually what we would know. He takes an infant 
at the instant of his birth; he traces, step by step, the progress of his 
understanding; examines what things he has in common with beasts, 
and what he possesses above them. Above all, he consults himself: 
the being conscious that he himself thinks. 

“I shall leave,” says he^ “to those who know more of this matter 
than myself, the examining whether the soul exists before or after 
the organisation of our bodies. But I confess that it is my lot to be 
animated with one of those heavy souls which do not think always; 
and I am even so unhappy as not to conceive that it is more necessary 
the soul should think perpetually than that bodies should be for 
ever in motion.” 

With regard to myself, I shall boast that 1 have the honour to be 
as stupid in this particular as Mr. Locke. No one shall ever make 
me believe that I think always: and I am as little inclined as he 
could be to fancy that s(»ne weeks after I was conceived I was a very 
learned soul; knowing at that time a thousand things which I forgot 
at my birth; and posseting when in the womb (though to no manner 
of purpose) knowledge which I lost the instant 1 had occasion tot 
it; and which I have never ance been able to recover perfecdy. 

Mr. Locke, after lur^g destroyed innate ideas; after having fully 
roiounced the vanity of believing that we think always; after having 
laid down, frcun the most solid prindple^ that ideas enter the mind 
duough the senses; having examined our simple and complex ideas; 
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havii^ traced the human mind through its several operations; havii^ 
shown that all the languages in the world are imperfect, and the great 
abuse that is made of words every moment, he at last comes to con- 
sider the extent or rather the narrow limits of human knowledge. 
It was in this chapter he presumed to advance, but very modesdy, 
the following words: “We shall, perhaps, never be capable of know- 
ing whether a being, purely material, thinks or not.” This sage 
assertion was, by more divines than one, looked upon as a scandalous 
declaration that the soul is material and mortal. Some Englishmen, 
devout after their way, sounded an alarm. The superstitious are the 
same in society as cowards in an army; they themselves are sdzed 
with a panic fear, and communicate it to others. It was loudly ac- 
claimed that Mr. Locke intended to destroy religion; nevothdess, 
religion had nothing to do in the affair, it being a question purely 
philosophical, altogether independent of faith and revelation. Mr. 
IxKke’s opponents needed but to examine, calmly and impartially, 
whether the declaring that matter can think, implies a contradiction; 
and whether God is able to communicate thought to matter. But 
divines are too apt to begin their declarations with saying that God 
is offended when people differ from them in opinion; in which they 
too much resemble the bad poets, who used to declare publicly that 
Boiieau spake irreverently of Louis XIV., because he ridiculed their 
^pid productions. Bishop Stillingdeet got the reputation of a calm 
and unprejudiced divine because he did not expressly make use of 
injurious terms in his dispute with Mr. Locke. That divine entered 
the lists against him, but was defeated; for he argued as a school- 
man, and Locke as a philosopher, who was perfectly acquainted with 
the strong as well as the weak side of the human mind, and who 
fought with weapons whose temper he knew. If I might presume 
to give my opinion on so delicate a subject after Mr. Locke, I would 
say, that men have long disputed on the nature and the immortality 
of the souL With regard to its immortality, it is impossible to give 
a demonstration of it, ai»» its nature is still the subject oi contio- 
versy; wdiich, however, must be thoroughly tmderstood before a 
person can be able to determine whether it be immmtal ox not. 
Human reason is so litde able, merely by its own strength, to demon- 
. str^te the inunortality of the soul, that it was absolutely necessary 
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religion should reveal it to us. It is of advantage to society in gen- 
eral, that mankind should believe the soul to be immortal; faith 
commands us to do this; nothing more is required, and the matter is 
cleared up at once. But it is otherwise with respect to its nature; 
it is of little importance to religion, which only requires the soul to 
be virtuous, whatever substance it may be made of. It is a clock 
which is given us to regulate, but the artist hlas not told us of what 
materials the spring of this clock is composed. 

I am a body, and, I think, that’s ail I know of the matter. Shall 
I ascribe to an unknown cause, what I can so easily impute to the 
only second cause I am acquainted with? Here all the school philos- 
ophers interrupt me with their arguments, and declare that there is 
only extension and solidity in bodies, and that there they can have 
nothing but motion and figure. Now motion, figure, extension and 
solidity cannot form a thought, and consequently the soul cannot be 
matter. All this so often repeated mighty series of reasoning, amounts 
to no more than this: I am absolutely ignorant what matter is; I 
guess, but imperfectly, some properties of it; now I absolutely cannot 
tell whether these properties may be joined to thought. As I there- 
fore know nothing, I maintain positively that matter cannot think. 
In this manner do the schools reason. 

Mr. Locke addressed these gentlemen in the candid, sincere man- 
ner following: At least confess yourselves to be as ignorant as I. 
Neither your imaginations nor mine are able to comprehend in what 
manner a body is susceptible of ideas; and do you conceive better 
in what manner a substance, of what kind soever, is susceptible of 
them? As you cannot comprehend either matter or spirit, why will 
you presume to assert anything? 

The superstitious man comes afterwards and declares, that all those 
must be burnt for the good of their souls, who so much as suspect 
that it is possible for the body to think without any foreign assistance. 
But what would these people say should they themselves be proved 
irreligious? And indeed, what man can presume to assert, without 
being guilty at the same time of the greatest impiety, that it is 
impossible for the Creator to form matter with thought and sensa- 
tion? Consider only, I beg you, what a dilemma you bring your- 
selves into, you who confine in this manner the power of the 
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Creator. Beasts have the same organs, the same sensations, the same 
perceptions as we; they have memory, and combine certain ideas. 
In case it was not in the power o£ God to animate matter, and inform 
it with sensation, the consequence would be, either that beasts are 
mere machines, or that they have a spiritual soul. 

Methinks it is clearly evident that beasts cannot be mere machines, 
which I prove thus. Ck>d has given to them the very same organs of 
sensation as to us: if ther^ore they have no sensation, God has 
created a useless thing; now according to your own confession God 
does nothing in vain; He therefore did not create so many organs 
of sensation, merely for them to be uninformed with this faculty; 
consequently beasts are not mere machines. Beasts, according to 
your assertion, cannot be animated with a spiritual soul; you will, 
therefore, in spite of yourself, be reduced to this only assertion, viz., 
that God has endued the organs of beasts, who are mere matter, wdth 
the Acuities of sensation and perception, which you call instinct in 
them. But why may not Go4 if He pleases, communicate to our 
more delicate organs, that faculty of feeling, perceiving, and think' 
ing, which we call human reason? To whatever side you turn, you 
are forced to acknowledge your own ignorance, and the boundless 
power of the Creator. Exclaim therefore no more against the sage, 
the modest philosophy of Mr. Locke, which so far from interfering 
with religion, would be of use to demonstrate the truth of it, in 
case religion wanted any such support. For what philosophy can be 
of a more religious nature than that, which affirming nothing but 
what it conceives clearly, and conscious of its own weakness, declares 
that we must always have recourse to God in our ocamining of the 
first principles? 

Besides, we must not be apprehensive that any philosophical 
opinion will ever prejudice the religion of a country. Though our 
demonstrations dash directly with our mysteries, that is nothing to 
the purpose, fi)r the latter are not less revered upon that account by 
our Christian philosophers, who know very well that the objects 
of reason and those of faith are of a very diffierent nature. PhUoso- 
phers will never form a religious sect, the reason erf which is, thdr 
writings are not calculated for the vulgar, and they themselves are 
free from enrbusiasm- If we divide mankind into twenty parts, it 
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will be found that ni neteen of these consist of persons onployed in 
manual labour, who will never know that such a man as Mr. Locke 
existed. In the remaining twentieth part how few are readers? And 
among such as are so, twenty amuse themselves with romances to 
one who studies philosophy. The thinking part of mankind is con* 
fined to a very small number, and these will never disturb the peace 
and tranquillity of the world. * 

Neither Montaigne, Locke, Bayle, Spinoza, Hobbes, the Lord 
Shaftesbiuy, Collins, nor Toland lighted up the firebrand of discord 
in their countries; this has generally been the work of divines, who 
being at first puffed up with the ambition of becoming chiefs of a 
sect, soon grew very desirous of being at the head of a party. But 
what do I say? All the works of the modern philosophers put to- 
gether will never make so much noise as even the dispute which 
arose among the Franciscans, merely about the fashion of their 
sleeves and of their cowls. 


Letter XIV 

ON DESCARTES AND SIR ISAAC NEWTON 

A Frenchman who arrives in London, will find philosophy, like 
everything else, very much changed there. He had left the world a 
plenum, and he now finds it a vacuum. At Paris the universe is seen 
composed of vortices of subtile matter; but nothing like it is seen in 
London. In France, it is the pressure of the moon that causes the 
tides; but in England it is the sea that gravitates towards the moon; 
so that when you think that the moon should make it flood with us, 
those gentlemen fancy it should be ebb, which very unluckily cannot 
be proved. For to be able to do this, it is necessary the moon and the 
tides should have been inquired into at the veiy instant of the 
creation. 

You will observe farther, that the sim, which in France is said 
to have nothing to do in the affair, comes in here for very near a 
quarter of its assistance. According to your Cartefians, everything is 
performed by an impulsion, of which we have very little notion; 
and according to Sir Isaac Newton, it is by an attraction, the cause 
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of which is as much unknown to us. At Paris you imagine that the 
earth is shaped like a melon, or of an oblique figure; at London it 
has an oblate one. A Cartesian declares that light exists in the air; 
but a Newtonian asserts that it comes from the sun in six minutes 
and a half. The several operations of your chemistry are performed 
by acids, alkalies and subtile matter; but attraction prevails even in 
chemistry among the English. 

The very essence of things is totally changed. You neither are 
agreed upon the definition of the soul, nor on that of matter. Des- 
cartes, as I observed in my last, maintains that the soul is the same 
thing with thought, and Mr. Locke has given a pretty good proof 
of the contrary. 

Descartes asserts farther, that extension alone constitutes matter, 
but Sir Isaac adds solidity to it. 

How furiously contradictory are these opinions! 

“Non nostrum inter vos tantas componere lites.” 

ViRcn., Eclog. III. 

“ Tis not for us to end such great disputes.” 

This famous Newton, this destroyer of the Cartesian system, died 
in March, anno 1727. His countrymen honoured him in his life- 
time, and interred him as though he had been a king who had made 
his people happy. 

llie English read with the highest satisfaction, and tranriated into 
their tongue, the Elogium of Sir Isaac Newton, which M. de Fonte- 
nelle spoke in the Academy of Sciences. M. de Fontendle presides 
as judge over philosophers; and the English expected his decision, 
as a solemn declaration of the superiority of the English philosophy 
over that of the French. But vriien it was found that this gentl«iian 
had compared Descartes to Sir Isaac, the whole Royal Society in 
London rose up in arms. So far from acquiescing with M. Fonte- 
nelle’s judgment, they criticised his discourse. And even several 
(who, however, were not the ablest philosophers in that body) were 
offended at the comparison, and for no other reason but b^use 
Descartes was a Frenchman. 

It must be confessed that these two great men differed very much 
in conduct, in fortune, and in philosophy. 
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Nature had indulged Descartes with a shining and strong unagi- 
nation, whence he became a very singular person both in private life 
and in his manner of reasoning. This imagination could not conceal 
itself even in his philosophical works, which are everywhere adorned 
with very shining, ingenious metaphors and figures. Nature had 
almost made him a poet; and indeed he wrote a piece of poetry for 
the entertainment of Christina, Queen of Sweden, which however 
was suppressed in honour to his memory. 

He embraced a military life for some time, and afterwards becom- 
ing a complete philosopher, he did not think the passion of love 
derogatory to his character. He had by his mistress a daughter 
called Froncine, who died young, and was very much regretted by 
him. Thus he experienced every passion incident to mankind. 

He was a long time of opinion that it would be necessary for him 
to fly from the society of his fellow creatures, and especially from his 
native country, in order to enjoy the happiness of cultivating his 
philosophical studies in full liberty. 

Descartes was very right, for his contemporaries were not know- 
ing enough to improve and enlighten his understanding, and were 
capable of little else than of giving him uneasiness. 

He left France purely to go in search of truth, which was then 
persecuted by the wretched philosophy of the schools. However, he 
found that reason was as much disguised and depraved in the uni- 
versities of Holland, into which he withdrew, as in his own country. 
For at the time that the French condemned the only propositions of 
his philosophy which were true, he was persecuted by the pretended 
philosophers of Holland, who understood him no better; and who, 
having a nearer view of his glory, hated his person the more, so that 
he was obliged to leave Utrecht. Descartes was injuriously accused 
of being an atheist, the last refuge of religious scandal: and he who 
had employed all the sagacity and penetration of his genius, in 
searching for new proofs of the existence of a Godj'was suspected to 
believe there was no such Being. 

Such a persecution from all sides, must necessarily suppose a most 
exalted merit as well as a very distinguished reputation, and indeed 
he possessed both. Reason at that time darted a ray upon the world 
through the gloom of the schools, and the prejudices of popular 
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superstidon. At last his name spread so universally, that the French 
were desirous of bringing him back into his nadve country by 
rewards, and accordingly offered him an aimual pension of a ^ou* 
sand crowns. Upon these hopes Descartes returned to France; paid 
the fees of his patent, which was sold at that dme, but no pension was 
setded upon him. Thus disappointed, he returned to his solitude in 
North Holland, where he again pursued the study of philosophy, 
whilst the great Galileo, at fourscore years of age, was groaning in 
the prisons of the Inquisidon, only for having demonstrated the 
earth’s modon. 

At last Descartes was snatched from the world in the flower of 
his age at Stockholm. His death was owing to a bad regimen, and 
he expired in the midst of some literad who were his enemies, and 
under the hands of a physician to whom he was odious. 

The progress of Sir Isaac Newton’s life was quite different. He 
lived happy, and very much honoured in his nadve country, to the 
age of fourscore and five years. • 

It was his peculiar felicity, not only to be born in a country of 
liberty, but in an age when all scholasdc imperdnences were ban- 
ished from the world. Reason alone was culdvated, and mankind 
could only be his pupil, not his enemy. 

One very singular difference in the lives of these two great men 
is, that Sir Isaac, during the long course of years he enjoyed, was 
never sensible to any passion, was not subject to the common frail- 
des of mankind, nor ever had any commerce with women— a circum- 
stance which was assured me by the physician and surgeon who 
attended him in his last moments. 

We may admire Sir Isaac Newton on this occasion, but then we 
must not censure Descartes. 

The opinion that generally prevails in England with regard to 
these new philosophers is, that the latter was a dreamer, and the 
former a sage. 

Very few people in England read Descartes, whose works indeed 
are now useless. On the other side, but a small number peruse those 
of Sir Isaac, because to do this the student must be deeply skilled in 
the mathema tics, otherwise those works will be unintelligible to him. 
But notwithstanding this, these great men are the subjea of every- 
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one’s discourse. Sir Isaac Newton is allowed every advantage^ whilst 
Descartes is not indulged a single one. According to some, it is to 
the former that we owe the discovery of a vacmun, that the air is a 
heavy body, and the invention of tdescopes. In a word. Sir Isaac 
Newton is here as the Hercules of fabulous story, to whom the ig* 
norant ascribed all the feats (£ ancient heroes. 

In a critique that was made in London on^M. de Fontenelle’s dis- 
course, the writer presumed to assert that Descartes was not a great 
geometrician. Those who make such a declaration may justly be 
reproached with dying in their master’s face. Descartes extended the 
limits of geometry as far beyond the place where he found them, as 
Sir Isaac did after him. The former first taught the method of 
expressing curves by equations. This geometry which, thanks to 
him for it, is now grown common, was so abstruse in his time, that 
nc« so much as one professor would undertake to explain it; and 
Schotten in Holland, and Format in France were the only men who 
understood it. 

He applied this geometrical and inventive genius to dioptrics, 
which, when treated of by him, became a new art. And if he was 
mistaken in some things, the reason of that is, a man who discovers 
a new tract of land cannot at once know all the properties of the soil. 
Those who come after him, and make these lands fruitful, are at 
least obliged to him for the discovery. I will not deny but that there 
are innumerable errors in the rest of Descartes’ works. 

Geometry was a guide he himself had in some measure fashioned, 
which would have conducted him safely through the several paths 
of natural philosophy. Nevertheless, he at last abandoned this guide, 
and gave entirely into the humour of forming hypotheses; and then 
philosophy was no more than an ingenious romance, fit only to amuse 
the ignorant. He was mistaken in the nature of the soul, in the 
proofs of the existence of a God, in matter, in the laws of motion, 
and in the nature of light. He admitted innate ideas, he invented 
new elements, he created a world; he made man accwding to his 
own fimcy; and it is justly said, that the man of Descartes is, in fact, 
that of Descartes only, very different from the real one. 

He pushed his metaphysical errors so far, as to dedare that two 
and two make four for no other reason but because God would 
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have it so. However, it will not be making him too great a CQm{£> 
meat i£ we affirm that he was valuable even in his tmstakes. He 
deceved himself, but then it was at least in a methodical way. He 
destroyed all the absurd chimeras with which youth had been infatu- 
ated W two thousand years. He taught his contemporaries how to 
reason, and enabled them to employ his own weapons against him- 
sdf. If Descartes did not pay in good money, he however did great 
service in crying down that of a base alloy. 

I indeed believe that very few will presume to compare his philos- 
ophy in any respect with t^t of Sir Isaac Newton. The former is an 
essay, the latter a masterpiece. But then the man who first brougiit 
us to the path of truth, was perhaps as great a genius as he who 
afterwards conducted us through it. 

Descartes gave sight to the blind. These saw the errors of an- 
tiquity and of the sciences. The path he struck out is since become 
boundless. Robault’s little work was, during some years, a complete 
system of physics; but now all the Transactions of the several acad- 
emies in Europe put together do not form so much as the beginning 
of a system. In fathoming this abyss no bottom has been found. We 
are now to examine what discoveries Sir Isaac Newton has made 
in it. 


Lstter XV 
ON ATTRACTION 

The discoveries which gained Sir Isaac Newton so universal a 
reputation, relate to the system of the world, to light, to geom^rical 
infinities; and, lastly, to chronology, with which he used to amuse 
himself after the &tigue of his severer studies. 

I will now acquunt you (without prolixity if possible) wida the 
few things I have been able to comprdiend of all thete sublime 
ideas. Wkh regard to the system of our world dilutes were a loDg 
time maintained, on the cause th^ turns the planets, and ke^s them 
in their orbits; and on those causes whidt- make all bodies hete Mow 
descend towards the surface of the earth. 

The system of Descartes, eq>lained and improved since his time, 
sewned to give a plausible reason for all those jhaiomena; and this 
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reason seemed more just, as it is simple and intelligible to all capaci- 
ties. But in philosophy, a student ought to doubt of the things he 
fancies he imderstands too easily, as much as of those he does not 
understand. 

Gravity, the falling of accelerated bodies on the earth, the revolu- 
tion of the planets in their orbits, their rotations round their axis, all 
this is mere motion. Now motion cannot perhaps be conceived any 
otherwise than by impulsion; therefore all those bodies must be 
impelled. But by what are they impelled? All space is full, it there- 
fore is filled with a very subtile matter, since this is imperceptible 
to us; this matter goes from west to east, since all the planets are 
carried from west to east. Thus from hypothesis to hypothesis, from 
one appearance to another, philosophers have imagined a vast whirl- 
pool of subtile matter, in which the planets are carried round the sun: 
they also have created another particular vortex which floats in the 
great one, and which turns daily round the planets. When all this 
is done, it is pretended that gravity depends on this diurnal motion; 
for, say these, the velocity of the subtile matter that turns round our 
litde vortex, must be seventeen times more rapid than that of the 
earth; or, in case its velocity is seventeen times greater than that of the 
earth, its centrifugal force must be vastly greater, and consequendy 
impel all bodies towards the earth. This is the cause of gravity, 
according to the Cartesian system. But the theorist, before he calcu- 
lated the centrifugal force and velocity of the subdie matter, should 
first have been certain that it existed. 

Sir Isaac Newton seems to have destroyed all these great and litde 
vortices, both that which carries the planets round the sun, as well 
as the other which supposes every planet to turn on its own axis. 

First, with regard to the pretended litde vortex of the earth, it is 
demonstrated that it must lose its motion by insensible degrees; it is 
demonstrated, that if the earth swims in a fluid, its density miist be 
equal to that of the earth; and in case its density be the same, all the 
b^es we endeavour to move must meet with an insuperable 
resistance. 

With r^rd to the great vordces, they are still more chimerical, 
and it is impostible to make them agree with Kepler’s law, the truth 
of which has been demonstrated. Sir Isaac shows, that the revcfludon 
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of the fluid in which Jupiter is supposed to be carried, is not the 
same with regard to the revolution of the fluid of the earth, as the 
revolution of Jupiter with respect to that of the earth. He proves, 
that as the planets make their revolutions in ellipses, and conse- 
quendy being at a much greater distance one from the other in their 
Aphelia, and a litde nearer in their Perihelia; the earth’s velocity, for 
instance, ought to be greater when it is nearer Venus and Mars, 
because the fluid that carries it along, being then more pressed, ought 
to have a greater motion; and yet it is even then that the earl’s 
motion is slower. 

He proves that there is no such thing as a celestial matter which 
goes from west to east since the comets traverse those spaces, some- 
dmes from east to west, and at other dmes from north to south. 

In fine, the better to resolve, if possible, every difficulty, he proves, 
and even by experiments, that it is impossible there should be a 
plenum; and brings back the vacuum, which Aristode and Descartes 
had banished from the world. 

Having by these and several other arguments destroyed the Car- 
tesian vordces, he despaired of ever being able to discover whether 
there is a secret principle in nature which, at the same dme, is the 
cause of the motion of all celestial bodies, and that of gravity on the 
earth. But being redred in 1666, upon account of the Plague, to a 
solitude near Cambridge; as he was walking one day in his garden, 
and saw some fruits fall from a tree, he fell into a profound medita- 
tion on that gravity, the cause of which had so long been sought, but 
in vain, by all the philosophers, whilst the vulgar think there is noth- 
ing mysterious in it. He said to himself, that from what hdght 
soever in our hemisphere, those bodies might descend, their fall 
would certainly be in the progression discovered by Galileo; and the 
spaces they run through would be as the square of the dmes. Why 
may not tBs power which causes heavy bodies to descend, and is the 
same without any sensible diminudon at the remotest distance from 
the centre of the earth, or on the summits of the highest mountains, 
why, said Sir Isaac, may not this power extend as high as the mdbn? 
And in case its influence readies so far, is it not very probable that 
this power retains it in its orbit, and determines its modon? But in 
case the moon obeys this prindple (whatever it be) may we not con- 
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dude very naturally that the rest of the planets are equally subject 
to it? In case this power exists (which besides is proved) it must 
increase in an inverse ratio of the squares of the distances. All, there- 
fore, that remains is, to examine how far a heavy body, which should 
fall upon the earth from a moderate hdght, would go; and how far 
in the same time, a body which should fall from the orbit of the 
moon, would descend. To find this, nothing^ wanted but the meas- 
ure of the earth, and the distance of the moon from it. 

Thus Sir Isaac Newton reasoned. But at that time the English had ' 
but a very imperfect measure of our globe, and depended on the un- 
certain supposition of mariners, who computed a degree to contain 
but sixty English miles, whereas it consists in reality of near seventy. 
As this false computation did not agree with the conclusions which 
Sir Isaac intended to draw from them, he laid aside this pursuit. 
A half-learned philosopher, remarkable only for his vanity, would 
have made the measure of the earth agree, anyhow, with his system. 
Sir Isaac, however, chose rather to quit the researches he was then 
engaged in. But after Mr. Picard had measured the earth exactly, 
by tracing that meridian which redounds so much to the honour 
of the French, Sir Isaac Newton resumed his former reflections, and 
found his account in Mr. Picard’s calculation. 

A circumstance which has always appeared wonderful to me, is 
that such sublime discoveries should have been made by the sole 
assistance of a quadrant and a little arithmetic. 

The circumference of the earth is 123,249,600 feet. This, among 
other things, is necessary to prove the system of attraction. 

The instant we know the earth’s circumference, and the distance 
of the moon, we know that of the moon’s orbit, and the diameter 
of this orbit. The moon performs its revolution in that orbit in 
twenty-seven days, seven hours, forty-three minutes. It is demon- 
strated, that the moon in its mean motion mak^ an hundred and 
fourscore and seven thousand nine hundred and sixty feet (of Paris) 
in a minute. It is likewise demonstrated, by a known theorem, that 
the central force which should make a body fall from the haght 
of the moon, would make its velodty no more than fifteen Paris feet 
in a minute of time. Now if the bw by which bodies gravitate and 
attract one another in an inverse ratio to the squares of the distances 
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be true^ if the same power acts according to that law throug^ut all 
nature^ it is evident that as the earth is sixty semi-diameters distant 
from the moon, a heavy body must necessarily fall (on the earth) 
fifteen feet in the first second, and fifty-four thousand feet in the 
first minute. 

Now a heavy body falls, in reality, fifteen feet in the first second, 
and goes in the first minute fifty-fi>ur thousand feet, which number 
is the square of sixty multiplied by fifteen. Bodies, therefore, gravi- 
tate in an inverse ratio of the squares of the distances; consequently, 
what causes gravity on earth, and keeps the moon in its orbit, is one 
and the same power; it being demonstrated that the moon gravi- 
tates on the earth, which is the centre of its particular motion, it is 
demonstrated that the earth and the moon gravitate on the sun 
which is the centre of their annual motion. 

The rest of the planets must be subject to this general law; and if 
this law exists, these planets must follow the laws which Kepler 
discovered. All these laws, all these relations are indeed observed by 
the planets with the utmost exactness; therefore, the power of attrac- 
tion causes all the planets to gravitate towards the sun, in like manner 
as the moon gravitates towards our globe. 

Finally as in all bodies re-action is equal to action, it is certain that 
the earth gravitates also towards the moon; and that the sun gravi- 
tates towards both. That every one of the satellites of Saturn gravi- 
tates towards the other four, and the other four towards it; all five 
towards Saturn, and Saturn towards all. That it is the same with 
regard to Jupiter; and that all these globes are attracted by the sun, 
which is reciprocally attracted by them. 

This power of gravitation acts proportionably to the quantity of 
matter in bodies, a truth, which Sir Isaac has demonstrated by 
experiments. This new discovery has been of use to show that the 
sun (the centre of the planetary system) attracts them all in a direct 
ratio of their quantity of matter combined with their nearness. From 
hence Sir Isaac, rising by degrees to discoveries which seemed not to 
be formed for the human noind, is bold enough to compu^ the 
quantity of matter contained in the sun and in every planet; and in 
this manner shows, from the simple laws of mechanics, thitt every 
cdesdal globe ou^t necessarily to be where it is placed. 
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His bare principle of the laws of gravitation accounts for all the 
apparent inequalities in the course of the celestial globes. The vari- 
ations of the moon are a necessary consequence of those laws. More- 
over, the reason is evidently seen why the nodes of the moon perform 
their revolutions in nineteen years, and those of the earth in about 
twenty-six thousand. The several appearances observed in the tides 
are also a very simple effect of this attraction. -The proximity of the 
moon, when at the full, and when it is new, and its distance in the 
quadratures or quarters, combined with the action of the sun, exhibit 
a sensible reason why the ocean swells and sinks. 

After having shown by his sublime theory the course and inequali- 
ties of the planets, he subjects comets to the same law. The orbit 
of these fires (unknown for so great a series of years), which was the 
terror of mankind and the rock against which philosophy split, 
placed by Aristotle below the moon, and sent back by Descartes above 
the sphere of Saturn, is at last placed in its proper seat by Sir Isaac 
Newton. 

He proves that comets are solid bodies which move in the sphere 
of the sun’s activity, and that they describe an ellipsis so very eccen- 
tric, and so near to parabolas, that certain comets must take up above 
five hundred years in their revolution. 

The learned Dr. Halley is of opinion that the comet seen in 1680 is 
the same which appeared in Julius Caesar’s time. This shows more 
than any other that comets are hard, opaque bodies; for it descended 
so near to the sun, as to come within a sixth part of the diameter of 
this planet from it, and consequently might have contracted a degree 
of heat two thousand times stronger than that of red-hot iron; and 
would have been soon dispersed in vapour, bad it not been a firm, 
dense body. The guessing the course of comets began then to be 
very much in vogue. The celebrated Bernoulli concluded by his sys- 
tem that the famous comet of 1680 would appear again the 17th of 
May, 1719. Not a single astronomer in Europe went to bed that 
night. However, they needed not to have broke their rest, for the 
famous comet never appeared. There is at least more cunning, if 
not more certainty, in fixing its return to so remote a distance as 
five hundred and seventy-five years. As to Mr. Whiston, he affirmed 
very seriously that in the time of the Deluge a comet overflowed the 
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terrestrial globe. And he was so unreasonable as to wonder that 
people laughed at him for making such an assertion. The ancients 
were almost in the same way of thinking with Mr. Whiston, and 
fancied that comets were always the forerunners of some great 
calamity which was to befall mankind. Sir Isaac Newton, on the 
contrary, suspected that they are very beneficent, and that vapours 
exhale from them merely to nourish and vivify the planets, which 
imbibe in their course the several particles the sun has detached from 
the comets, an opinion which, at least, is more probable than the 
former. But this is not all. If this power of gravitation or attraction 
acts on all the celestial globes, it acts undoubtedly on the several 
parts of these globes. For in case bodies attract one another in pro- 
portion to the quantity of matter contained in them, it can only be 
in proportion to the quantity of their parts; and if this power is 
found in the whole, it is undoubtedly in the half, in the quarter, in 
the eighth part, and so on in infinitum. 

This is attraction, the great spring by which all Nature is moved. 
Sir Isaac Newton, after having demonstrated the existence of this 
principle, plainly foresaw that its very name would offend; and, 
therefore, this philosopher, in more places than one of his books, 
gives the reader some caution about it. He bids him beware of 
confounding this name with what the ancients called occult qualities, 
but to be satisfied with knowing that there is in all bodies a central 
force, which acts to the utmost limits of the universe, according to 
the invariable laws of mechanics. 

It is surprising, after the solemn protestations Sir Isaac made, that 
such eminent men as Mr. Sorin and M. de Fontenelle should have 
imputed to this great philosopher the verbal and chimerical way of 
reasoning of the Aristotelians; Mr. Sorin in the Memoirs of the Acad- 
emy of 1709, and M. de Fontenelle in the very eulogium of Sir Isaac 
Newton. 

Most of the French (the learned and others) have repeated this 
reproach. These are for ever crying out, “Why did he not employ 
the word impulsion, which is so well understood, rather than that of 
attraction, which is unintelligible?’’ 

Sir Isaac might have answered these critics thus “First, you have 
as imperfect an idea of the word impulsion as of that of attraction; 
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and in case you cannot conceive how one body tends towards the 
centre o£ another body, nather can you concdve by what power one 
body can impel another. 

“Secondly, I could not admit of impulsion; for to do this 1 must 
have known that a celestial matter was the agent. But so far from 
knowing that there is any such matter, I have proved it to be merely 
imaginary. 

“Thirdly, I use the word attraction for no other reason but to 
express an effect which I discovered in Nature— a certain and indis- 
putable e£Fea of an unknown principle— a quality inherent in mat- 
ter, the cause of which persons of greater abilities than I can pretend 
to may, if they can, find out.” 

“What have you, then, taught us?” will these people say further; 
“and to what purpose are so many calculations to tdl us what you 
yourself do not comprehend?” 

“I have taught you,” may Sir Isaac rejoin, “that all bodies gravitate 
towards one another in proportion to their quantity of matter; that 
these central forces alone keep the planets and comets in their orbits, 
and cause them to move in die proportion before set down. I dem- 
onstrate to you that it is impossible th»e should be any other cause 
which keeps the planets in their orbits than that general phenome- 
non of gravity. For heavy bodies fall on the earth according to the 
proportion demonstrated of central forces; and the planets finishing 
their course according to these same proportions, in case there were 
another power that acted upon all those bodies, it would either 
increase their velocity or change their direction. Now, not one of 
those bodies ever has a single d^ee of motion or vdocity, or has 
any direction but what is demonstrated to be the effect of the central 
forces. Consequendy it is impossible there should be any other 
principle.” 

Give me leave once more to introduce Sir Isaac speaking. Shall 
he not be allowed to say, “My case and that of the ancients is very 
different. These saw, for instance, water ascend in pumps, and said, 
*the water rises because it abhors a vacuum.* But with regard to 
myself, I am in the case of a man who should have first observed 
that water ascends in pumps, but should leave others to explain the 
cause of this effect. The anatomist, who first declared that the 
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motion of the arm is owing to the contraction of the musdes, tau^t 
mankind an indisputaUe truth. But are they less obliged to him 
because he did not know the reason the muscles ooittract? The 
cause of the elasticity of the air is unknown, but he who first dis- 
covo-ed this ^ring performed a very signal service to natural phUos- 
ophy. The spring th^ I discovered was more hidden and more 
universal, and for that very reason mankind ought to thank me the 
more. I have discovered a new property of matter— one of the secrets 
of the Creator— and have calculated and discovered the effects trf it. 
After this, shall people quarrd with me about the name I give it?” 

Vortices may be called an occult quality because thdr existence 
was never proved. Attraction, on the contrary, is a real thing because 
its effects are demoiutrated, and the proportions of it are calculated. 
The cause of this cause is among the Arcana of the Almighty. 

"Procedes hue, et non amplius" 

(Thus far shaft thuu go, and no ^rther.) 


Letter XVI 

ON SIR ISAAC NEWTON’S OPTICS 

The philosophers of the last age found out a new universe; and 
a circumstance which made its discovery more difficult was that no 
one had so much as suspected its existence. The most sage and judi- 
cious were of opinion that it was a hrantic rashness to dare so much 
as to imagine that it was possible to guess the laws by which the 
edestial bodies move and the manner how light acts. Galileo, by his 
astronomical discoveries, Kepler, by his calculation, Descartes (at 
least, in his dioptrics), and Sir Isaac Newton, in all his works, sev- 
erally saw the mechanism of the springs of the world. The geometri' 
dans have subjected infinity to the laws of calcuhubn. The drcula- 
tion of the bkxxl in animals, and of the sap in vegetsffiles, ^ave 
changed the faux of Nature with r^ard to us. A new land of exis- 
tence has been given to bodies in the air-pump. By the asastanoe 
telescopes boefies have been btoug^ nearer to oi» anodier. Finally, 
the several discoveries which Sir Isaac Newton has made on Itgte 
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are equal to the boldest things which the curiosity of man could 
expect after so many philosophical novelties. 

Till Antonio de Dominis the rainbow was considered as an inex- 
plicable miracle. This philosopher guessed that it was a necessary 
effect of the sun and rain. Descartes gained immortal fame by his 
mathematical explication of this so natural a phenomenon. He cal- 
culated the reflections and refractions of light in drops of rain. And 
his sagacity on this occasion was at that time looked upon as next 
to divine. 

But what wotild he have said had it been proved to him that he 
was mistaken in the nature of light; that he had not the least reason 
to maintain that it is a globular body? That it is false to assert that 
this matter, spreading itself through the whole, waits only to be 
projected forward by the sun, in order to be put in action, in like 
manner as a long st^ acts at one end when pushed forward by the 
other. That light is certainly darted by the sun; in fine, that light is 
transmitted from the sun to the earth in about seven minutes though 
a cannon-ball, which were not to lose any of its velocity, could not go 
that distance in less than twenty-five years. How great would have 
been his astonishment had he been told that light does not reflect 
direcdy by impinging against the solid parts of bodies, that bodies 
are not transparent when they have large pores, and that a man 
should arise who would demonstrate all these paradoxes, and anato- 
mise a single ray of light with more dexterity than the ablest artist 
dissects a human body. This man is come. Sir Isaac Newton has 
demonstrated to the eye, by the bare assistance of the prism, that 
light is a composition of coloured rays, which, being united, form 
white colour. A single ray is by him divided into seven, which all 
fall upon a piece of linen, or a sheet of white paper, in their order, 
one above the other, and at unequal distances. The first is red, the 
second orange, the third yellow, the fourth green, the fifth blue, the 
sixth indigo, the seventh a violet-purple. Each of these rays, trans- 
mitted afterwards by a hundred other prisms, will never change the 
colour it bears; in like manner, as gold, when completely purged 
from its dross, will never change afterwards in the crucible. As a 
superabundant proof that each of these dementary rays has inher- 
endy in itself that which forms its colour to the eye, take a small 
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piece of yellow wood, for instance, and set it in the ray ctf a red 
colour; this wood will instantly be tinged red. But set it in the ray 
of a green colour, it assumes a green colour, and so of all the rest. 

From what cause, therefore, do colours arise in Nature? It is 
nothing but the disposition of bodies to reflect the rays of a certain 
order and to absorb all the rest. 

What, then, is this secret disposition? Sir Isaac Newton demon- 
strates that it is nothing more than the density of the small constitu- 
ent particles of which a body is composed. And how is this reflection 
performed ? It was supposed to arise from the rebounding of the rays, 
in the same manner as a ball on the surface of a solid body. But tUs 
is a mistake, for Sir Isaac taught the astonished philosophers that 
bodies are opaque for no other reason but because their pores are 
large, that light reflects on our eyes from the very bosom of those 
pores, that the smaller the pores of a body are the more such a body 
is transparent. Thus paper, which reflects the hght when dry, trans- 
mits it when oiled, because the oil, by filling its pores, makes them 
much smaller. 

It is there that examining the vast porosity of bodies, every par- 
ticle having its pores, and every particle of those particles having its 
own, he shows we are not certain that there is a cubic inch of solid 
matter in the universe, so far are we from conceiving what matter is. 
Having thus divided, as it were, light into its elements, and carried 
the sagacity of his discoveries so far as to prove the method of dis- 
tinguishing compound colours from such as are primitive, he shows 
that these elementary rays, separated by the prism, are ranged in their 
order for no other reason but because they are refracted in that very 
order; and it is this property (unknown till he discovered it) of 
breaking or splitting in this proportion; it is this unequal refraction 
of rays, this power of refracting the red less than the orange colour, 
&C., which he calls the different refrangibility. The most reflexible 
rays are the most refrangible, and from hence he evinces that the 
same power is the cause both of the reflection and refraction of light. 

But all these wonders are merely but the opening of his discoveries. 
He found out the secret to see the vibrations or fits of light which 
come and go incessantly, and which dther transmit light or reflect 
it, according to the density of the parts they meet with. He has ore- 
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sumed to calculate the denaty o£ the particles of air necessary between 
two glasses, the one £at, the other convex on one side, set one upon 
the other, in order to operate such a transmission or reflection, or to 
form such and such a colour. 

From all these combinations he discovers the proportion in which 
light acts on bodies and bodies act on light 

He saw light so perfectly, that he has detdrtiuned to what degree 
of perfection the art of increasing it, and of assisting our eyes by 
telescopes, can be carried. 

Descartes, from a noble confidence that was very excusable, con- 
sidering how strongly be was fired at the first discoveries he made in 
an art which he almost first found out; Descartes, 1 say, hoped to 
discover in the stars, by the assistance ef telescopes, objects as small 
as those we discern upon the earth. 

But Sir Isaac has shown that dioptric telescopes cannot be brought 
to a greater perfection, because of that refraction, and of that very 
refrangibiUty, which at the same time that they bring objects nearer 
to us, scatter too much the elementary rays. He has calculated in these 
glasses the proportion of the scattering of the red and of the blue 
rays; and proceeding so far as to demonstrate things which were 
not supposed even to exist, he examines the inequalities which arise 
from the shape or figure of the glass, and that which arises from the 
refrangibility. He finds that the object glass of the telescope bang 
convex on one side and flat on the other, in case the flat side be 
turned towards the object, the error which arises from the construc- 
tion and position of the glass is above five thousand times less than 
the orror which arises from the refrangibility; and, therefore, that 
the shape or figure of the glasses is not the cause why telescopes 
cannot be carried to a greater perfection, but arises wholly from the 
nature of light. 

For this reason he invented a telesa>p^ which dii^vers objects by 
reflection, and not by refraction. Telescopes of this new kind are 
very hard to make, and their use is not easy; but, according to the 
Eng^sh, a reflective telescope of but five feet has the same effect as 
another of a hundred feet in length. 
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LwterXVII 

ON INFINITES IN GEOMETRY, AND SIR ISAAC 
NEWTON’S CHRONOLOGY 

The labyrinth and abyss of infinity is also a new course Sir Isaac 
Newton has gone through, and we are obliged to him for the clue, 
by whose assistance we are enabled to trace its various windings. 

Descartes got the start of him also in this astonishing invention. 
He advanced with mighty steps in his geometry, and was arrived 
at the very borders of infinity, but went no farther. Dr. Wallis, about 
the middle of the last century, was the first who reduced a fraction 
by a perpetual division to an infinite series. 

The Lord Brouncker employed this series to square the hyperbola. 

Mercator published a demonstration of this quadrature; much 
about which time Sir Isaac Newton, bang then twenty-three years of 
age, had invented a general method, to perform on all geometrical 
curves what had just before been tried on the hyperbola. 

It is to this method of subjecting everywhere infinity to algebraical 
calculations, that the name is given of differential calculations or of 
fluxions and integral calculation. It is the art of numbering and 
measuring exactly a thing whose existence cannot be conceived. 

And, indeed, would you not imagine that a man laughed at you 
who should declare that there are lines infinitely great which form 
an angle infinitely little? 

That a right line, which is a right line so long as it is finite, by 
changing infinitely litde its direction, becomes an infinite curve; 
and that a curve may become infinitely less than another curve? 

That there are infinite squares, infinite cubes, and infinites of in- 
finites, all greater than one another, and the last but one of which is 
nothing in comparison of the last? 

All these things, which at first appear to be the utmost excess of 
&enzy, are in reality an effort of the sublety and extent of the hu^an 
min4 and the art of finding truths whiidi till then had been un- 
knovm. 

This so bold edifice is even founded on simple ideas. The business 
is to measure the diagonal of a 8quare> to give the area of a curv^ to 
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find the square root of a number, which has none in common arith- 
metic. After all, the imagination ought not to be starded any more 
at so many orders of infinites than at the so well-known proposidon, 
viz., that curve lines may always be made to pass between a circle 
and a tangent, or at that other, namely, that matter is divisible in 
infinitum. These two truths have been demonstrated many years, 
and are no less incomprehensible than die' things we have been 
speaking of. 

For many years the invendon of this famous calculation was denied 
to Sir Isaac Newton. In Germany Mr. Leibnitz was considered as 
the inventor of the differences or moments, called fluxions, and Mr. 
Bernoulli claimed the integral calculus. However, Sir Isaac is now 
thought to have first made the discovery, and the other two have the 
glory of having once made the world doubt whether it was to be 
ascribed to him or them. Thus some contested with Dr. Harvey the 
invendon of the circulation of the blood, as others disputed with Mr. 
Perrault that of the circulation of the sap. 

Hartsocher and Leuwenhoek disputed with each other the honour 
of having first seen the vermiculi of which mankind are formed. 
This Hartsocher also contested with Huygens the invendon of a new 
method of calculating the distance of a fixed star. It is not yet known 
to what philosopher we owe the invention of the cycloid. 

Be this as it will, it is by the help of this geometry of infinites that 
Sir Isaac Newton attained to the most sublime discoveries. I am now 
to speak of another work, which, though more adapted to the capac- 
ity of the human mind, does nevertheless display some marks of that 
creative genius with which Sir Isaac Newton was informed in all 
his researches. The work I mean is a chronology of a new kind, for 
what province soever he undertook he was sure to change the ideas 
and opinions received by the rest of men. 

Accustomed to unravel and disentangle chaos, he was resolved to 
convey at least some light into that of the fables of antiquity which 
are blended and confounded with history, and fix an uncertain 
chronology. It is true that there is no family, city, or nadon, but 
endeavours to remove its original as far backward as possible. Be- 
rides, the first historians were the most negligent in setting down the 
eras: books were infinitely less common than they are at this time. 
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andy oonsequeatly, authors beiog not so obnoxious to censure they 
thtfe£ore imposed upon the world with greater impunity; ai^ as 
k is evident that these have related a great number of fictitious par- 
ticularsi it is probable enough that they also gave us several fidse eras. 

It appeared in general to Sir Isaac t^t the world was five hundred 
years younger than chronologers declare it to be. He grounds his 
opinion on the ordinary course of Nature, and on the observations 
which astronomers have made. 

By the course of Nature we here understand the time that every 
generation of men lives upon the earth. The Egyptians first em- 
ployed this vague and uncertain method of calculating when they 
began to write the beginning of their history. These computed three 
hundred and forty-one generations from Menes to S^hon; and, 
having no fixed era, they supposed three generations to consist of a 
himdred years. In this manner they computed eleven thousand 
three hundred and forty years from Menes’s reign to that of Sethon. 

The Greeks before they counted by Olympiads fr>ilowed the 
method of the Egyptians, and even gave a little more extent to 
generations, making each to consist of forty years. 

Now, here, both the Egyptians and the Greeks made an erroneous 
computation. It is true, indeed, that, according to the usual course 
of Nature, three generations last about a hundred and twenty 
years; but three reigns are far from taking up so many. It is very 
evident that mankind in general live longer than kings are found 
to rdgn, so that an author who should write a history in which 
there were no dates fixed, and should know that nine kings had 
rdgned over a nation; such a historian would commit a great 
error should he allow three hundred years to these nine monarchs. 
Evoy generation takes about thirty-six years; every reign is, one 
with die other, about twenty. Thirty kings of Eng^d have swayed 
the sc^tre from William die Conqueror to George I., the years 
vdiose reigns added together amoimt to six hundred and forty-dg^ 
years; which, being divided equally among the thirty kings, give to 
every one a rdgn of twenty-one years and a half very near. Sixty- 
duree kings of France have sat upon the throne; these have, one wi^ 
wother, reigned about twenty years each. This is the usual course 
of Nature. The ancients, therefore, were mistaken when they 
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ffttpjyvav/ the duradoos in general o£ rdgns to equal that ol gater- 
atioas. They, tber^ore, allowed too great a niunber of years, and 
consequently some years must be subtracted from their computation. 

Astronomical observations seem to have lent a still greater assist- 
ance to our philosopher. He appears to us stronger when he fights 
upon his own ground. 

You know that the earth, besides its annu^^inodon which carries 
it round the sun from west to east in the space of a year, has also a 
singular revoludon which was quite unknown till within these late 
years. Its poles have a very slow retrograde modon from east to 
west, whence it happens that their posidon every day does not 
correspond exacdy with the same point of the heavens. This differ- 
ence which is so insensible in a year, becomes pretty considerable 
in dme; and in threescore and twelve years the ^iference is found 
to be of one degree, that is to say, the three hundred and sixdeth 
part of the drciunference of the whole heaven. Thus after seventy- 
two years the colure of the vernal equinox which passed through a 
fixed star, corresponds with another fixed star. Hence it is that the 
sun, instead of being in that part of the heavens in which the Ram 
was situated in the dme of Hipparchus, is found to correspond with 
that part of the heavens in which the Bull was situated; and the 
Twins are placed where the Bull then stood. All the signs have 
changed their situadon, and yet we still retain the same manner of 
speaking as the ancients did. In this age we say that the sun is in 
the Ram in the spring, from the same principle of condescension 
that we say that the sun turns round. 

Hipparchus was the first among the Greeks who observed some 
change in the constelladons with regard to the equinoxes, or rather 
who learnt it from the Egyptians. Philosophers ascribed this modon 
to the stars; for in those ages people were far from imagining such a 
revoludon in the earth>- which was supposed to be immovable in 
every respect. They therefore created a heaven in which they fixed 
the several stars, and gave this heaven a pardcular motion by which 
it was carried towards the east, whilst that all the stars seemed to 
perform their diurnal revoludon from east to west. To this error 
dhey added a second of much greater consequence, by imagining 
that the pretended heaven of t^ fixed stars advanced one degree 
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eastward every hundred years. In this manner they were no less 
mistaken in thdur astronomical calculation than in their system of 
natural philosophy. As for instance^ an astronomer in that age would 
have said that the vernal equinox was in the time of such and such 
an observation, in such a sign, and in such a star. It has advanced 
two degrees of each since the time that observation was made to the 
present. Now two degrees are equivalent to two hundred years; 
consequently the astronomer who made that observation lived just 
so many years before me. It is certain that an astronomer who had 
argued in this manner would have mistook just fifty-four years; 
hence it is that the ancients, who were doubly decaved, made their 
great year of the world, that is, the revolution of the whole heavens, 
to consist of thirty-six thousand years. But the moderns are sensible 
that this imaginary revolution of the heaven of the stars is nothing 
else than the revolution of the poles of the earth, which is performed 
in twenty-five thousand nine hundred years. It may be proper to 
observe transiently in this place, that Sir Isaac, by determining the 
figure of the earth, has very happily explained the cause of this 
revolution. 

All this being laid down, the only thing remaining to settle 
chronology is to see through what star the colure of the equinoxes 
passes, and where it intersects at this time the ecliptic in the spring; 
and to discover whether some ancient writer does not tell us in what 
point the ecliptic was intersected in his time, by the same colure of 
the equinoxes. 

Clemens Alexandrinus informs us, that Chiron, who went with 
the Argonauts, observed the constellations at the time of that 
fomous expedition, and fixed the vernal equinox to the middle of 
the Ram; die autumnal equinox to the middle of Libra; our summer 
solstice to the middle of Cancer, and our winter solstice to the 
middle of Capricorn. 

A long time after the expedition of the Argonauts, and a year 
before the Pebponnesian war, Methon observ^ that the pmnt of 
the summer solstice passed through the eighth degree of Cancer. 

Now every sign of the zodiac contains thirty degrees. In Chiron's 
time, the solstice was arrived at the middle of the sign, that is to say 
fo the fifteenth degree. A year before the Pdoponnedan war it was 
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at the eighth, and therefore it had retarded seven degrees. A d^ree 
is equivalent to seventy-two years; consequently, from the beginning 
of t^ Peloponnesian war to the expedition of the Argonauts, there 
is no more than an interval of seven times seventy-two years, whidi 
make five hundred and four years, and not seven hundred years, 
as the Greeks computed. Thus in comparing, the position of the 
heavens at this time with thdr position in that age, we find that the 
expedition of the Argonauts ought to be placed about nine hundred 
years before Christ, and not about fourteen hundred; and conse- 
quently that the world is not so old by five hundred years as it was 
generally supposed to be. By this calculation all the eras are drawn 
nearer, and foe several events are found to have happened later 
than is computed. I don’t know whether this ingenious system 
will be favourably received; and whether these notions will prevail 
so far with foe learned, as to prompt them to reform the chronology 
of foe world. Perhaps these gentlemen would think it too great 
a condescension to allow one and foe same man foe glory of having 
improved natural philosophy, geometry, and history. This would be 
a kind of universal monarchy, with which foe principle of self-love 
that is in man will scarce sufier him to indulge his fellow-creature; 
and, indeed, at foe same time that some very great philosophers 
attacked Sir Isaac Newton’s attractive principle, others fell upon his 
chronological system. Time, that should discover to which of these 
foe victory is due, may perhaps only leave foe dispute still more 
undetermined. 


LOTExXVni 
ON TRAGEDY 

The English as well as foe Spaniards were possessed of theatres at 
a time when foe French had no more than moving, itinerant stages. 
Shakspeare, who was considered as foe Com^e of the first- 
mentioned nation, was pretty nearly contemporary with Lope de 
V^a, and he created, as it were, foe Englifo foeabre. Shakspeare 
boasted a strong fruitful genius. He was natural and sublime, but 
bad not so much as a single spark of good taste^ w knew one rule 
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of the drama. I will now hazard a random, but, at the same time, 
true reflection, which is, that the great merit of this dramatic pott 
has been the ruin of the English stage. There are such beaudhil, 
such noble^ such dreadful scenes in this writer’s monstrous farces, 
to which the name of tragedy is given, that they have always been 
exhibited with great success. Time, which alone gives reputation to 
writer^ at last makes their very faults venerable. Most of the 
whimsical gigantic images of this poet, have, through length of 
time (it being a hundred and fifty years since they were first drawn) 
acquired a right of passing for sublime. Most of the modern dramatic 
writers have copied him; but the touches and descriptions which are 
applauded in Shakspeare, are hissed at in these writers; and you will 
easily believe that ^e veneration in which this author is held, in- 
creases in proportion to the contempt which is shown to the moderns. 
Dramatic writers don’t consider that they should not imitate him; 
and the ill-success of Shakspeare’s imitators produces no other 
effect, than to make him be considered as inimitable. You remember 
that in the tragedy of Othello, Moor of Venice, a most tender piece, 
a man strangles his wife on the stage; and that die poor woman, 
whilst she is strangling, cries aloud that she dies very unjusdy. 
You know that in Hamlet, Prince of Denmark, two grave-diggers 
make a graven and are all the time drinking, singing ballads, and 
making humorous reflections (natural indeed enough to persons of 
their profession) on the several skulls they throw up with their 
spades; but a circumstance which will surprise you that this 
ridiculous incident has been imitated. In the reign of King Charles 
II., which was that of politeness, and the Golden Age of the liberal 
arts; Otway, in his Venice Preserved, introduces Antonio the senator, 
and Naki, his courtesan, in the midst of the horrors of the Marquis 
of Bedemar’s conspiracy. Antonio, the super-annuated senator plays, 
in his mistress’s presence, all the apish tricks of a lewd, impotent 
debauchee^ who is quite frantic and out of his senses. He mimics a 
bull and a dog, and bites lus mistress’s legs, who kicks and yvhips 
him. However, the players have struck Aese buffooneries (which 
indeed were calculated merely for the dregs of the peojde) out of 
Otway’s tragedy; but they have sdll leff in Shakqjeare’s Jtdius Cteser 
the jokes of the Roman dboemakers and coUdets, who ate intro- 
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duced in the same scene with Brutus and Cassius. You will un- 
doubtedly complain, that those who have hitherto discoursed with 
you on the English stag^ and especially on the celebrated Shak- 
speare, have taken notice only of his errors; and that no one has 
translated any of those strong, those forcible passages which atone 
for all his faults. But to this I will answer, ^t nothing is easier 
than to exhibit in prose all the silly impertinehces which a poet may 
have thrown out; but that it is a very difficult task to translate his 
fine verses. All your junior academical sophs, who set up for censors 
of the eminent writers, compile whole volumes; but methinks two 
pages which display some of the beauties of great geniuses, are of 
infinitely more value than all the idle rhapsodies of those com- 
mentators; and I will join in opinion with all persons of good taste 
in declaring, that greater advantage may be reaped from a dozen 
verses of Homer or Virgil, than from all the aitiques put together 
which have been made on those two great poets. 

I have ventured to translate some passages of the most celebrated 
English poets, and shall now give you one from Shakspeare. Pardon 
the blemishes of the translation for the sake of the original; and 
remember always that when you see a version, you see merely a 
faint print of a beautiful picture. I have made choice of part of the 
celebrated soliloquy in Hamlet, which you may remember is as 
follows 


“To be, or not to be? that is the question! 

Whether ’t is nobler in the mind to softer 
The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune. 

Or to take arms against a sea of troubles. 

And by opposing, end them? To die! to sleep! 

No more! and by a sleep to say we end 
The heart-ache, and the thousand natural shocks 
That flesh is heir to! T is a consummation 
Devoutly to be wished. To die! to sleep! 

To sleep; perchance to dream! Ay, there’s the rub; 
For in mat sleep of death, what dreams may come 
When we have shuffled oft this mortal coil. 

Must give us pause. There ’s the respect 
That makes raamity of so long life: 

For who would bear the whips and scorns of time^ 
The repressor’s wrong, the pow man’s contumdy. 
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The pangs of despised love, the law’s delay. 

The insolence of office, and the spurns 
That patient merit of ^e unworthy takes, 

When he himself might his quietus make 
With a bare bodkin. Who would fardels bear 
To groan and sweat under a weary life, 

But that the dread of something after death. 

The undiscovered country, from whose bourn 
No traveller returns, puzzles the will. 

And makes us rather bear those ills we have, 

Than fly to others that we know not of? 

Thus conscience does make cowards of us all; 

And thus the native hue of resolution 
Is sicklied o’er with the pale cast of thought: 

And enterprises of great weight and moment 
With this regard their currents turn awry, 

And lose the name of action — 

version of it runs thus: — 

’’Demeure, il faut choisir et passer k I’instant 
De la vie a la mort, ou de I’etre au neant. 

Dieux cruels, s’il en est, eclairez mon courage. 

Faut-il vieillir courb4 sous la main qui m’outrage, 
Supporter, ou finir mon malheur et mon sort? 

Qui suis je? Qui m’arrete! et qu’est-ce que la mort? 
C’est la fln de nos maux, c’est mon unique asile 
Apr^s de longs transports, c’est un sommeil tranquile. 
On s’endort, et tout meurt, mais un afiFreux reveil 
Doit succeder peut etre aux douceurs du sommeil! 
On nous menace, on dit que cette courte vie, 

De tourmens ^ternels est aussi-t&t suivie. 

O mort! moment fatal! affreuse eternit£! 

Tout coeur k ton seul nom se glace £pouvant4. 

Eh! qui pourroit sans toi supporter cette vie, 

De nos pr£tres menteurs benir Thypocrisie; 

D’une indigne maitresse encenser les erreurs, 

Hamper sous un ministre, adorer ses hauteurs; 

Et montrer les langueurs de son ame abattiie, 

A des amis ingrats qui detournent la viie? 

La mort seroit trop douce en ces extr4mitez, 

Mais le scrupule parle, et nous crie, arr£tez; 

II defend k nos mains cet heureux homicide 
Et d’un heros guerrier, fait un Chr^en timide,** te* 
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duced in the same scene with Brutus and Cassius. You will un- 
doubtedly complain, that those who have hitherto discoursed with 
you on the English stage, and especially on the celebrated Shak- 
speare, have taken notice only of his errors; and that no one has 
translated any of those strong, those forcible passages which atone 
for all his faults. But to this I will answer, that nothing is easier 
than to exhibit in prose all the silly impertinences which a poet may 
have thrown out; but that it is a very difficult task to translate his 
fine verses. All your junior academical sophs, who set up for censors 
of the eminent writers, compile whole volumes; but methinks two 
pages which display some of the beauties of great geniuses, are of 
infinitely more value than all the idle rhapsodies of those com- 
mentators; and I will join in opinion with all persons of good taste 
in declaring, that greater advantage may be reaped from a dozen 
verses of Homer or Virgil, than from all the critiques put together 
which have been made on those two great poets. 

I have ventured to translate some passages of the most celebrated 
English poets, and shall now give you one from Shakspeare. Pardon 
the blemishes of the translation for the sake of the original; and 
remember always that when you see a version, you see merely a 
faint print of a beautiful picture. I have made choice of part of the 
celebrated soliloquy in Hamlet, which you may remember is as 
follows:— 

*To be, or not to be? that is the question! 

Whether ’t is nobler in the mind to suffer 
The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune, 

Or to take arms against a sea of troubles, 

And by opposing, end them? To die! to sleep! 

No more! and by a sleep to say we end 
The heart-ache, and the thousand natural shocks 
That flesh is heir to! ’T is a consummation 
Devoutly to be wished. To die! to sleep! 

To sleep; perchance to dream! Ay, there’s the rub; 

For in that sleep of death, what dreams may come 
When we have shuffled off this mortal coil, 

Must give us pause. There ’s the respect 
That makes calamity of so long life: 

For who would bear the whips and scorns of time. 

The oi^iressor’s wrong, the p^r man’s contumdy. 
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The pangs of despised love, the law's delay, 

The insolence of office, and the spurns 
That patient merit of the unworthy takes, 

When he himself might his quietus make 
With a bare bodkin. Who would fardels bear 
To groan and sweat under a weary life, 

But that the dread of something after death, 

The undiscovered country, from whose bourn 
No traveller returns, puzzles the will. 

And makes us rather bear those ills we have, 

Than fly to others that we know not of? 

Thus conscience does make cowards of us all; 

And thus the native hue of resolution 
Is sicklied o’er with the pale cast of thought: 

And enterprises of great weight and moment 
With this regard their currents turn awry, 

And lose the name of action — 

My version of it runs thus:— 

'‘Demeure, il faut choisir et passer h. Tinstant 
De la vie k la mort, ou de I’etre au neant. 

Dieux cruels, s’il en est, eclairez mon courage. 

Faut-il vieillir courb4 sous la main qui m’outrage, 
Supporter, ou iinir mon malheur et mon sort? 

Qui suis je? Qui m’arrStel et qu’est-ce que la mort? 
C’est la fin de nos maux, c’est mon unique asile 
Apris de longs transports, c’est un sommeil tranquile. 
On s’endort, et tout meurt, mais un affreux reveil 
Doit succeder peut etre aux douceurs du sonuneill 
On nous menace, on dit que cette courte vie, 

De tourmens 4ternels est aussi-tdt suivie. 

O morti moment fatal! affreuse eternit4l 
Tout coeur k ton seul nom se glace 4pouvant4. 

Eh! qui pourroit sans toi supporter cette vie, 

De nos pr^tres menteurs benir Thypocrisie; 

D’une indigne maitresse encenser les erreurs, 

Ramper sous un ministre, adorer ses hauteurs; 

Et montrer les langueurs de son ame abattue, 

A des amis ingrats qui detournent la vue? 

La mort seroit trop douce en ces extr^mitez, 

Mais le scrupule parle, et nous crie, arr£tez; 

II defend k nos mains cet heureux homicide 
Et d’un heros guerrier, fait un Chretien timide/* 8tC« 
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Do not imagine that I have translated Shakspeare in a servile 
manner. Woe to the vrater who gives a literal version; who by 
rendering every word of his original, by that very means enervates 
the sense, and extinguishes all the fire of it. It is on such an occasion 
one may justly affirm, that the letter kills, but the Spirit quickens. 

Here follows another passage copied frop^.a celebrated tragic 
writer among the English. It is Dryden, a poet in the reign of 
Charles II.— a writer whose genius was too exuberant, and not 
accompanied with judgment enough. Had he written only a tenth 
part of the works he left behind him, his character would have been 
conspicuous in every part; but his great fault is his having en- 
deavoured to be universal. 

The passage in question is as follows: — 

‘'When I consider life, "t is all a cheat, 

Yet fooled by hope, men favour the deceit; 

Trust on and think, to-morrow will repay; 

To-morrow’s falser than the former day; 

Lies more; and whilst it says we shall be blest 
With some new joy, cuts off what we possessed; 

Strange cozenage! none would live past years again, 

Yet all hope pleasure in what yet remain, 

And from the dregs of life think to receive 
What the first sprightly running could not give. 

I’m tired with waiting for his chymic gold, 

Which fools us young, and beggars us when old.’^ 

I shall now give you my translation: — 

“De desseins en regrets et d’erreurs en desirs 
Les moitels insens^s promenent leur folie. 

Dans des malheurs presents, dans I’espoir des plaisirs 
Nous ne vivons jamais, nous attendons la vie. 

Demain, demain, dit-on, va combler tons nos voeus. 

Demain vient, et nous laisse encore plus malheureux. 

Quelle est I’erreur, helas! du soin qui nous d^vore, 

Nul de nous ne voudroit recommencer son cours. 

De nos premiers momens nous maudissons I’aurore, 

Et de la nuit qui vient nous attendons encore, 

Ce qu’ont en vain promis les jidus beaux de nos jours,” Sec. 

It is in these detached passages that the English have hitherto 
excelled. Their dramatic pieces, most of which are barbarous and 
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without decorum, wder, or verisimilitude dart such res^dendent 
flashes through this gleam, as amaze and astonish. The style is 
too much inflated, too unnatural, too closely copied from the 
Hebrew writers, who abound so much with the Asiatic fustian. 
But then it must be also confessed that the stilts of the figurative 
style, on which the English tongue is lifted up, raises the genius at 
the same time very far aloft, though with an irregular pace. The 
first English writer who composed a regular tragedy, and infused a 
spirit of el^nce through every part of it, was the illustrious Mr. 
Addison. His “Cato” is a masterpiece, both with regard to the 
diction and to the beauty and harmony of the ntimbers. The 
character of Cato is, in my opinion, vastly superior to that of 
Cornelia in the “Pompey” of Corneille, for Cato is great without 
anything like fustian, and Cornelia, who besides is not a necessary 
character, tends sometimes to bombast. Mr. Addison’s Cato appears 
to me the greatest character that was ever brought upon any stage, 
but then the rest of them do not correspond to die dignity of it, and 
this dramatic piece, so excellently well writ, is disfigured by a dull 
love plot, which spreads a certain languor over the wholes that quite 
mur^s it. 

The custom of introducing love at random and at any rate in the 
drama passed from Paris to London about 1660, with our ribbons and 
our perruques. The ladies who adorn the theatrical circle there, in 
like manner as in this city will suffer love only to be the theme of 
every conversation. The judicious Mr. Addison had the effoninate 
complaisance to soften the severity of his dramatic character, so as 
to adapt it to the manners of the age, and, from an emkavour to 
please^ quite ruined a masterpiece in its kind. Since his time the 
drama is become more regular, the audience more difficult to be 
pleased, and writers more correct and less bold. I have seen some 
new pieces that were written with great regularity, but which, at 
the same time, were very flat and insipid. One would think that the 
English had been hidierto formed m [xroduce irregular beauties 
only. Ihe shining monsters of Shakspeare give infinite more ddight 
than the judicious images of the modems. Hitherto the po^ical 
genius of the En^sh resembles a tufted tree {flanted by the bond of 
Nttur^ that throws out a tiiousand branches at random, and 
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spreads unequally, but with great vigour. It dies if you attempt to 
force its nature, and to lop and dress it in the same manner as the 
trees of the Garden of Marli. 


Letter XIX 
ON CX)MEDY ‘ ‘ 

I AM surprised that the judicious and ingenious Mr. de Muralt, 
who has published some letters on the English and French nations, 
should have confined himself, in treating of comedy, merely to 
censure Shadwell the comic writer. This author was had in pretty 
great contempt in Mr. de Muralt’s time, and was not the poet of the 
polite part of the nation. His dramatic pieces, which pleased some 
time in acting, were despised by all persons of taste, and might be 
compared to many plays which I have seen in France, that drew 
crowds to the play-house, at the same time that they were intolerable 
to read; and of which it might be said, that the whole city of Paris 
exploded them, and yet all flocked to see them represented on the 
stage. Methinks Mr. de Muralt should have mentioned an excellent 
comic writer (living when he was in England), I mean Mr. Wycher- 
ley, who was a long time known publicly to be happy in the good 
graces of the most celebrated mistress of King Charles II. This 
gentleman, who passed his life among persons of the highest dis- 
tinction, was perfectly well acquainted with their lives and their 
foUie% and painted them with the strongest pencil, and in the truest 
colours. He has drawn a misanthrope or man-hater, in imitation of 
that of Moline. All Wycherley’s strokes are stronger and bolder 
than those of our misanthrope, but then they are less delicate^ and 
the rules of decorum are not so well observed in this play. The 
En^ish writer has corrected the only defect that is in Nfoliere’s 
comedy, the thinness of the plot, which also is so disposed that the 
cluuacters in it do not enough raise our concern. The English comedy 
affects us, and the contrivance of the plot is very ingenious, but at 
the same time it is too bold for the French manners. The fable is 
this^— A captain of a man-of-war, who is very brave, open-hearted, 
iod inflamed with a spirit of contempt for all manldnd, has a 
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prudent, sincere friend, whom he yet is suspicious o^ and a mistress 
that loves him with the utmost excess of passion. The captain so fat 
from returning her love, will not even condescend to look upon her, 
but confides entirely in a false friend, who is the most worthless 
wretch living. At the same time he has given his heart to a creature^ 
who is the greatest coquette and the most perfidious of her sex, and 
he is so credulous as to be confident she is a Penelope, and his false 
friend a Cato. He embarks on board his ship in order to go and figfit 
the Dutch, having left all his money, his jewels, and everything he 
had in the world to this virtuous creature, whom at the same time he 
recommends to the care of his supposed faithful friend. Nevertheless 
the real man of honour, whom he suspects so imaccountably, goes 
on board the ship with him, and the mistress, on whom he would 
not bestow so much as one glance, disguises herself in the habit of a 
page, and is with him the whole voyage> without his once knowing 
that she is of a sex difierent from that she attempts to pass for, which, 
by the way, is not over natural. 

The captain having blown up his own ship in an engagement, 
returns to England abandoned and undone, accompanied by his 
page and his friend, without knowing the friendship of the one or the 
tender passion of the other. Immediately he goes to the jewel among 
women, who he expected had preserved her fidelity to him and the 
treasure he had left in her hands. He meets with her indeed, but 
married to the honest knave in whom he had reposed so much 
confidence, and finds she had acted as treacherously with regard to 
the casket he had entrusted her with. The captain can scarce think 
it possible that a woman of virtue and honour can act so vile a part; 
^ut to convince him still more of the reality of it, this very worthy 
lady falls in love with the little page, and will force him to her 
embraces. But as it is reqwnte justice should be done, and that in 
a dramatic piece virtue ought to be rewarded and vice punished, h 
is at last found that the captain takes his page’s place and lies with 
his faithless mistress, cuckolds his treacherous friend, thrusts lus 
sword through his body, recovers his casket, and marries his page. 
You will observe that this play is also larded with a petulant, litigious 
old woman (a relation of the captain), who is die most comical 
character that was ever brought upon the stage. 
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Wycherley has also copied from Moline another play, of as 
Aguiar and bold a cast, which is a kind of Ecde des Femmes, or. 
School for Married Women. 

The principal character in this comedy is one Horner, a sly for- 
tune hunter, and the terror of all the City hud>ands. This fellow, 
in order to play a surer game, causes a report tq be spread, that in 
his last illness, the surgeons had found it necessary to have him 
made a eunuch. Upon his appearing in this noble character, all the 
husbands in town flocked to him with their wives, and now poor 
Horner is only puzzled about his choice. However, he gives the 
pr^ence particularly to a little female peasant, a very harmless, 
iimocent creature, who enjoys a fine flush of health, and cuckolds her 
husband with a simplicity that has infinitely more merit than the 
witty malice of the most experienced ladies. This play cannot indeed 
be called the school of good morals, but it is certainly the school of 
vnt and true humour. 

Sir John Vanbrugh has written several comedies, which are more 
humorous than those of Mr. Wycherley, but not so ingenious. Sir 
John was a man of pleasure, and likewise a poet and an architect. 
The general opinion is, that he is as sprighdy in his writings as he 
is heavy in his buildings. It is he who raised the famous Casde of 
Blenheim, a ponderous and lasting monument of our unfortunate 
Batde of Hochstet. Were the apartments but as spacious as the 
walls are thick, this casde would be commodious enough. Some 
wag, in an epitaph he made on Sir John Vanbrugh, has these lines: — 

. “Earth lie light on him, for he 
Laid many a heavy load on thee.” 

Sir John having taken a tour into France before the gbrious war 
that broke out in 1701, was thrown into the Basdlle, and detained 
there for some dme, without being ever able to discover the modve 
which had prompted our ministry to indulge him with this mark of 
their distincdon. He wrote a comedy during his confinement; and a 
drcumstance which appears to me very extraordinary is, that we 
don’t meet with so much as a single satirical stroke against the 
country in which he had been so injurioudy treated. 

The late Mr. Congreve raised dtt glory of comedy to a greater 
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height than any Enghsh writer be£ore or since his time. He wrote 
only a few {days, but they are all excdlent in their kind. The laws 
of the drama are strictly observed in them; they abound with 
characters all which are s^dowed with the utmost ^cacy, and we 
don’t meet with so much as one low or coarse jest The language 
is everywhere that of men of honour, but their actions are those of 
knaves— a proof that he was perfectly well acquainted with human 
nature, and frequented what we call polite company. He was infirm 
and come to the verge of life when I knew him. Mr. Gingreve 
had one d^ect, which was his entertaining too mean an idea of his 
first profession (that of a writer), though it was to this he owed his 
frune and frutune. He spoke of his works as of trifles that were be- 
neath him; and hinted to me, in our first conversation, that I should 
visit him upon no other footing than that of a gentleman who led 
a life of plainness and simplicity. I answered, that had he been so 
unfortunate as to be a mere gendeman, I should never have come to 
see him; and I was very much disgusted at so unseasonable a piece 
of vanity. 

Mr. G>ngreve’s comedies are the most witty and regular, those of 
Sir John Vanbrugh most gay and humorous, and those of Mr. 
Wycherley have the greatest force and q>irit. It may be proper to 
observe that these fine geniuses never q>oke disadvantageoudy of 
Moline; and that none but the contemptible writers among the 
English have endeavoured to lessen the character of that great 
comic poet. Such Italian musicians as deqpise Lully are them^ves 
persons of no charaaer or ability; but a Buononcini esteems that 
great artist, and does jusdoe to his merit. 

The English have some other good comic writers livings such as 
Sir Richard Stede and Mr. Cibber, who is an occellent player, and 
also Poet Laureate-^ tide which, how ridiculous sotvei it may be' 
thought, is yet vrorth a thousand crowns a year (besides some C(m> 
siderable priwleges) to the person vrho enjoys it. Our illiutiious 
ComeUle had not so much. , 

To conclude. Don’t desire me to cfescend to pardcuhurs vdth 
regard to Aese Engjidt comedies, which I am so fond of t^biidu^; 
nor to give you a single anart saying or humorous stroke frmn 
Wydiarley <«’ Congreve. We donH; laugh in reading a translation. 
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If yoa have a mind to understand the English comedy, the only 
way to do this will be for you to go to England, to spend three years 
in London, to make yourself master of the English tongue, and to 
frequent the playhouse every night. I receive but litde pleasure from 
the perusal of Aristophanes and Plautus, and for this reason because 
I am neither a Greek nor a Roman. The delicacy of the humour, the 
allusion, the i propos—aJl these are lost to a foreigner. 

But it is different with respect to tragedy, this treating only of 
exalted passions and heroical follies, which the antiquated errors of 
fable or history have made sacred. CEdipus, Electra, and such-like 
characters, may with as much propriety be treated of by the Span- 
iards, the English, or us, as by the Greeks. But true comedy is the 
speaking picture of the follies and ridiculous foibles of a nation; 
so that he only is able to judge of the painting who is perfecdy 
acquainted with the people it represents. 


Letter XX 

ON SUCH OF THE NOBILITY AS CULTIVATE 
THE BELLES LETTRES 

There once was a time in France when the polite arts were culti- 
vated by persons of the highest rank in the state. The courtiers par- 
ticularly were conversant in them, although indolence a taste for 
trifles, and a passion for intrigue^ were the divinities of the country. 
The Court methinks at this time seems to have given into a taste 
quite opposite to that of polite literature, but perhaps the mode of 
thinking may be revived in a litde dme. The French are of so 
flexible a disposition, may be moulded into such a variety of shapes, 
that the monarch needs but command and he is unmediately obeyed. 
The English generally think, and learning is had in^eater honour 
among them than in our country— an advantage that results naturally 
from the form of thdr government. There are about eight hundred 
persons in England who have a right to q>eak in public, and to 
siq^xMt the interest of the kingdom and near five or six thousand 
may in thtir turns aspire to the same honour. The whole nation set 
diemselves up as judges over theses and every man has the liberty 
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of publishing his thoughts with regard to public affairs, which shows 
that all the people in general are indispensably obliged to cultivate 
their understandings. In England the governments of Greece and 
Rome are the subject of every conversation, so that every man is 
under a necessity of perusing such authors as treat of them, how 
disagreeable soever it may be to him; and this study leads naturally 
to that of polite literature. Mankind in general speak well in their 
respective professions. What is the reason why our magistrates, our 
lawyers, our physicians, and a great number of the clergy, are abler 
scholars, have a finer taste, and more wit, than persons of all other 
professions? The reason is, because their condition of life requires 
a cultivated and enlightened mind, in the same manner as a mer- 
chant is obliged to be acquainted with his trafSc. Not long since an 
English nobleman, who was very young, came to see me at Paris 
on his return from Italy. He had written a poetical description of 
that country, which, for delicacy and politeness, may vie with any- 
thing we meet with in the Earl of Rochester, or in our Chaulieu, our 
Sarrasin, or Chapelle. The translation I have given of it is so in- 
expressive of the strength and delicate humour of the original, that 
I am obliged seriously to ask pardon of the author and of all who 
understand English. However, as this is the only method I have to 
make his lordship’s verses known, I shall here present you with 
them in our tongue:— 

**Qu*ay je done vA dans I’ltalie? 

OrgueU, astuce, et pauvret^. 

Grands complimens, peu de bont£ 

Et beaucoup de ceremonie 

**L’extravagante comedie 
Que souvent I’lnquisition 
Veut qu’on nomme religion 
Mais qu’ici nous nommons folie. 

**La Nature en vain bienfaisante 
Veut enricher ses lieux charmans, 

Des pritres la main desolante 
Etouine ses plus beaux pr4sens. 
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“Les monsignors, soy disant Grands, 
Seuls dans leurs palais magnifiques 
Y sont d’iilustres faineants. 

Sans argent, et sans domesdques. 

"Pour les pedts, sans liber^ 

Martyrs du joug qui les domine, 

Ik ont fait vocu de pauvret^ * 

Priant Dieu par oisivet4 
Et toujours jeunant par kunine. 

“Ces beaux lieux du Pape benis 
Semblent habitez par les diaUes; 

Et les habitans miseraUes 
Sont damnes dans le Paradis.” 


Letter XXI 

ON THE EARL OF ROCHESTER AND MR. WALLER 

The Earl of Rochester’s name is universally known. Mr. de St. 
Evronont has made very frequent mention of him, but then he has 
represented this Ltmous nobleman in no other light than as the man 
of pleasure, as one who was the idol of the baxi but, with r^ard to 
myself I would willingly describe in him the man of genius, the 
great poet. Among other pieces which display the shining imagina- 
tion ^ lordship only could boast, he wrote some satires on the 
same subjects as those our cddirated Boileau made choice of. I do 
not know any better method of improving the taste than to compare 
the productions of such great geniuses as have exercised their talent 
on the same subject. Boileau declaims as follows against human 
reason in his "Satire on Man”: 

"Cependant i le voir plein de vapeurs I4geres, - 
Soi-m^e se bercer de ses propres chio^es, 

Lui seul de la nature est la baze et I’appiu, 

Et le (hxieme dd ne tourne que pour lui. 

De tous les animaux il est id le maltie; 

Qui pourtdit le nter, poursuis tu? Mbi peut4tre 
Ce i^tre prdendu qui kur dbnne des 
Ce rm des animaux, comlaeo a-t’il de rois?” 
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"Yet, pleased with idle whimdes of his brain, 

And puifed with pride, diis haughty thing would fain 
Be think himself the only stay a^ prop 
That holds the mighty frame of Nature up. 

The skies and stars his properties must seem, 

Of all the creatures he’s the lord, he cries. 


And who is there, say you, that dares deny 
So owned a truth? lliat may be, sir, do I. 

This boasted monarch of the world who awes 
The creatures here, and with his nod gives laws 
This self-named king, who thus pretends to be 
The lord of all, how many lords has he?” 

Oldham, a little altered. 

The Lord Rochester expresses himself, in his ""Satire against Man,” 
in pretty near the following manner. But I must first desire you 
always to remember that the versions I give you from the English 
poets are written with freedom and latitude, and that the restraint 
of our versification, and the delicacies of the French tongue, will 
not allow a translator to convey into it'the licentious impetuosity 
and fire of the English numbers:— 

“Get esprit que je hais, cet esprit plein d’erreur, 

Ce n’est pas ma raison c’est la tienne, docteur 
C’est la raison frivdle, inquiete, orgueilleuse 
Des sages animaux, rivale d4daigneuse, 

Qui croxt entr’eux et I’Ange, occuper le milieu, 

Et pense Stre ici bas Timage de son Dieu. 

Vil atdme imparfait, qui croit, doute, dispute 
Rampe, s’41ive, tombe, et nie encore sa chftte, 

Qui nous dit je suis libre, en nous montrant ses fers, 

Et dont Toeil, trouble et faux, croit percer Tunivers. 

Allez, reverends fous, bienheureux bnatiques, 

Comj^ez luen I’amas de vos riens scholasdques. 

Fires de visions, et d’enigmes sacres. 

Auteurs du labirinthe, oh vous vous igarez. 

Atlez obscurement idaircir vos mistims, 

Et courez dans I’iocde adorer vos clumires. 
n est d’autres erreurs^ il est de ces divots 
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Condamn4 par eux in£mes k rennui du repos. 

Ce mystique encloitr^, fier de son indolence 
Tranquille, au sein de Dieu. Que peut il faire? II pense. 

Non, tu ne penses point, miserable, tu dors: 

Inutile k la terre, et mis au rang des morts. 

Ton esprit 4nerv4 croupit dans la molesse. 

Reveille toi, sois homme, et sors de ton iyjesse. 

L’homme est n4 pour agir, et tu pretens^'penser?’* &c. 

The original runs thus: 

**Hold mighty man, I cry all this we know, 

And ’tis this very reason I despise. 

This supernatural gift that makes a mite 
Think he’s the image of the Infinite; 

Comparing his short life, void of all rest, 

To the eternal and the ever blest. 

This busy, puzzling stirrer up of doubt, 

That frames deep mysteries, then finds them out^ 

Filling, with frantic crowds of thinking fools, 

Those reverend bedlams, colleges, and schools; 

Borne on whose wings each heavy sot can pierce 
The limits of the boundless universe. 

So charming ointments make an old witch fly, 

And bear a crippled carcass through the sky. 

’Tis this exaltea power, whose business lies 
In nonsense and impossibilities. 

This made a whimsical philosopher 
Before the spacious world his tub prefer; 

And we have modern cloistered coxcombs, who 
Retire to think, ’cause they have naught to do. 

But thoughts are given for action’s government. 

Where action ceases, thought’s impertinent.” 

Whether these ideas are true or false, it is certain they are ex- 
pressed with an energy and fire which form the poet. I shall be 
very far from attempting to examine philosophically into these 
verses, to lay down the pencil, and take up the rule and compass 
on this occasion; my only design in this letter being to display the 
genius of the English poets, and therefore I shall continue in the 
same view. 

The cdiebrated Mr. Waller has been very much talked of in France 
and Mr. de la Fontaine, St. Evremont, and Bayle have written his 
eulogium, but still his name only is known. He had much the same 
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reputadon in London as Voiture had in Paris, and in my qanion 
deserved it better. Voiture was born in an age that was just emetg* 
iog from barbarity; an age that was still rude and ignorant, rite 
people o£ which aimed at wit, though they had not the least pre- 
tensions to it^ and sought £or points and conceits instead of senti- 
ments. Bristol stones are more easily found than diamonds. Vmture^ 
born with an easy and frivolous genius, was the first who shone in 
this aurora of French literature. Had he come into the world after 
those great geniuses who spread such a glory over the age of Louis 
XIV., he would either have been unknown, would have been de- 
spised, or would have corrected his style. Boileau applauded him, but 
it was in his first satires, at a time when the taste of that great poet 
was not yet formed. He was young, and in an age when persons 
form a judgment of men from their reputation, and not from thor 
writings. Besides, Boileau was very partial both in his encomiums 
and his censures. He applauded Segrais, whose works nobody reads; 
he abused Quinault, whose poetical pieces every one has got by 
heart; and is wholly silent upon La Fontaine. Waller, though a 
better poet than Voiture, was not yet a finished poet. The graces 
breathe in such of Waller’s works as are writ in a tender strain; but 
then they are languid through negligence, and often disfigured 
with false thoughts. The English had not in his time attained the 
art of correct writing. But his serious compositions echibit a strength 
and vigour which could not have been expected from the softness 
and efieminacy of his other pieces. He wrote an degy on Oliver 
Cromwell, wlfich, with all its faults, is nevertheless looked upon 
as a masterjnece. To understand this copy of verses you are to know 
tbflf the day Oliver died was remarkable for a great storm. His 
poem be^s in this manners— 

“n n’est plus, s’en est fait, soumettons nous au sort, 

Le dd a signal^ ce jour par des tempfres, 

£t la voix des tonnerres ^tant sur nos uStes 
Vient d’annonoer sa most. 

"Par ses demiers soupirs il dbtanle oet ile; 

Get ile que son bras fit trembler tant de fins, 

Quand dans le cours de ses exfdoits, 
n Ivisoit la dte des Rois, 

soumettdt un peuple H son joug seul docde. 
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**Mer tu t'en es trouble; O mer flots 4mus 
SemUent dire en grondant aux plus lointains rivages 
Que I’effroi de la terre et ton maitre n’est plus. 

*Tel au del autrefois s’envola Romulus, 

Tel il quitta la Terre, au milieu des orage^ 

Tel d’un peuple guerrier il repxt les homages; 

Ob£[ dans sa vie, k sa mort ador£,% 

Son palais fut un Temple,” &c. 

”We must resign! heaven his great soul does daim 
In storms as loud as his immortal fame; 

His dying groans, his last breath shakes our isle. 

And trees uncut fall for his funeral pile: 

About his palace their broad roots are tost 
Into the air; so Romulus was lost! 

New Rome in such a tempest missed her king. 

And from obeying fell to worshipping. 

On (Eta’s top thus Hercules lay dead. 

With ruined oaks and pines al^ut him spread. 

Nature herself took notice of his death, 

And, sighing, swelled the sea with such a breath, 

That to remotest shores the billows rolled, 

Th’ approaching fate of his great ruler told.” 

Waller. 

It was this eulogium that gave occasion to the reply (taken notice 
of in Bayle*s Dictionary), which Waller made to King Charles IL 
This king, to whom Waller had a little before (as is usual with 
bards and monarchs) presented a copy of verses embroidered with 
praises, reproached the poet for not writing with so much energy and 
fire as when he had applauded the Usurper (meaning Oliver). 
‘‘Sir,” replied Waller to the king, "‘we poets succeed better in fiction 
than in truth.” This answer was not $0 sincere as that which a 
Dutch Ambassador made, who, when the same monarch com- 
plained that his masters paid less regard to him than they had 
done to Cromwell: “Ah, sirl” says the Ambassador, “Oliver *was 

quite another man It is not my intent to give a comgpaentary 

on Waller’s character, nor on that of any other person; for I con- 
sider men after their death in no other light than as they were 
writers, and wholly disregard everything else. I shall only observe 
that Waller, though born in a Court, and to an estate of five or six 
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thousand pounds sterling^ a year, was never so proud or so inddent 
as to lay aside the happy talent which Nature had indulged him. 
The Earls of Dorset and Roscommon, the two Dukes of Buckingham, 
the Lord Halifax, and $0 many other noblemen, did not rhink the 
reputation they obtained of very great poets and illustrious writers, 
any way derogatory to their quality. They are more glorious for 
their works than for thar titles. These cultivated the polite arts 
with as much assiduity as though they had been their whole de- 
pendence. They also have made learning appear venerable in the 
eyes of the vulgar, who have need to be led in all things by the great; 
and who, nevertheless, fashion their manners less after diose of the 
nobility (in England I mean) than in any odter country in the 
world. 


Letter XXII 

ON MR. POPE AND SOME OTHER FAMOUS POETS 

I INTENDED to treat of Mr. Prior, one of the most amiable English 
poets, whom you saw Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary at 
Paris in 1712. I also designed to have given you some idea of the 
Lord Roscommon’s and the Lord Dorset’s muse; but I find that to 
do this I should be obliged to write a large volume, and that, after 
much pains and trouble, you would have but an imperfect idea of 
all those works. Poetry is a kind of music in which a man should 
have some knowledge before he pretends to judge of it. When I 
give you a translation of some passages from those foreign poets, 
I only prick dovm, and that imperfecdy, their music; but then I 
cannot express the taste of their harmony. 

There is one English poem especially which I should despair of 
even making you understand, the tide whereof is “Hudibras.” The 
subject of it is the Civil War in the time of the grand rdidlion, and 
the prindples and pracdce of the Puritans are therein ridiculed. It 
is Don Quixote it is our “Sadre Menipp^e” blended mgether. I 
never found so much wit in one single brok as in that, which at die 
same time is the most difficult to be translated. Who would believe 
that a work which paints in such lively and natural coburs the 
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several foibles and follies of mankind, anditrhere we meet with more 
sentiments than words, should baiBe the endeavours of the ablest 
translator? But the reason of this is, almost every part of it alludes 
to particular incidents. The clergy are there made the principal 
object of ridicule, which is understood but by few among the laity. 
To explain this a commentary would be requi^te, and humour when 
explained is no longer humour. Whoever sets up for a commentator 
of smart sayings and repartees is himself a blockhead. This is the 
reason why the works of the ingenious Dean Swift, who has been 
called the English Rabelais, will never be well understood in France. 
This gentleman has the honour (in common with Rabelais) of being 
a priest, and, like him, laughs at everything; but, in my humble 
opinion, the title of the English Rabelais which is given the dean is 
highly derogatory to his genius. The former has interspersed his 
unaccountably fantastic and unintelligible book with the most gay 
strokes of humour; but which at the same time, has a greater propor« 
don of impertinence. He has been vasdy lavish of erudition, of smut, 
and insipid raillery. An agreeable tale of two pages is purchased at 
the expense of whole volumes of nonsense. There are but few 
persons, and those of a grotesque taste, who pretend to understand 
and to esteem this work; for, as to the rest of the nation, they laugh 
at the pleasant and diverting touches which are found in Rabelais 
and despise his book. He is looked upon as the prince of buffoons. 
The readers are vexed to think that a man who was master of so 
much wit should have made so wretched a use of it; he is an intoxi* 
cated philosopher who never wrote but when he was in liquor. 

Dean Swift is Rabdais in his senses, and frequently the politest 
company. The former, indeed, is not so gay as the latter, but then 
he possesses all the delicacy, the justness, the choice^ the good taste, in 
all which particulars our giggling rural Vicar Rabelais is wanting. 
The poetical nunobers of Dean Swift are of a singtdar and almost 
inimitable taste; true humour, whether in prose or verse, seems to be 
his peculiar talent; but whoever is desirous of understanding him 
perfectly must visit the island in which he was bom. 

It will be much easier for you to form an idea of Mr. Pope’s works. 
He is, in my opinion, the most elegant, the most correa poet; and^ 
at the same tim^ the most harmonious (a circumstance which te- 
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dounds very much to th^onour of this muse) that England ever 
gave birth to. He has mellowed the harsh sounds of the English 
trumpet to the soft accents of the flute. His compositions may be 
ea^y translated, because they are vastly clear and perspicuous; be- 
sides, most of his subjects are general, and relative to all nations. 

His “Essay on Criticism” will soon be known in France by the 
translation which TAbbe de Rene! has made of it. 

Here is an extract from his poem entitled the “Rape of the Lock,” 
which I just now translated with the latitude I usually take on these 
occasions; for, once again, nothing can be more ridiculous than to 
translate a poet literally: — 

“Umbriel, k Tinstant, vieil gnome rechign£, 

Va d’une aile pesante et d’un air renfrogn£ 

Chercher en murmurant la caverne profonde. 

Oh loin des doux raions que r^pand I’ceil du monde 
La D^esse aux Vapeurs a choisi son s^jour, 

Les Tristes Aquilons y sifflent h Tentour, 

Et le souffle mal sain de leur aride haleine 
Y porte aux environs la flevre et la migraine. 

Sur un riche sofa derri^re un paravent 

Loin des flambeaux, du bruit, des parleurs et du vent 

La quinteuse d£esse incessamment repose, 

Le cceur gros de chagrin, sans en savoir la cause. 

N’aiant pens4 jamais, Tesprit toujours trouble, 

L’ceil charge, le teint pile, et Thypocondre enfl4. 

La m^disante Envie, est assise aupris d’elle, 

Vieil spectre f^minin, d^r^pite pucelle, 

Avec un air devot d^^irant son prochain, 

Et chansonnant les Gens TEvangUe i la main. 

Sox un lit plein de fleurs negligemment panch^e 
Une jeune beaut4 non loin d’^e est couchde, 

C’est I’Aflectation qui grassaie en parlant, 

Ecoute sans entendre, et lorgne en regardant. 

Qui rough sans pudeur, et rit de tout sans joie, 

De cent maux difldrens prdtend qu’elle est la proie; 

Et pleine de santd sous le rouge et le fard, 

Se plaint avec molesse, et se pame avec art.” 

*T7mbriel, a dusky, melancholy sprite 
As ever sullied the fair hce oi light, 

Down to the central earth, his proper scen^ 
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Repairs to search the gloomy cave%f SplaeiL 
Swift on his sooty pinions flits the gnome. 

And in a vapour reached the dismal dome. 

No cheerful breeze this sullen region knows, 

The dreaded east is all the wind that blows. 

Here, in a grotto, sheltered close from air, 

And screened in shades from day’s detested glare. 

She sighs for ever on her pensive b^,* 

Pain at her side, and Megrim at her head. 

Two handmaids wait the throne. Alike in place. 

But differing far in figure and in face, 

Here stood Ill-nature, like an ancient maid. 

Her wrinkled form in black and white arrayed; 

With store of prayers for mornings, nights, and noons 
Her hand is iUled; her bosom with lampoons. 

There Affectation, with a sickly mien, 

Shows in her cheek the roses of eighteen, 

Practised to lisp, and hang the head aside. 

Faints into airs, and languishes with pride; 

On the rich quilt sinks with becoming woe. 

Wrapt in a gown, for sickness and for show.” 

This extract, in the original (not in the faint translation I have 
given you of it), may be compared to the description of La Molesse 
(softness or effeminacy), in Boileau’s ”Lutrin,” 

Methinks I now have given you specimens enough from the 
English poets. I have made some transient mention of their philoso- 
phers, but as for good historians among them, I don’t know of any; 
and, indeed, a Frenchman was forced to write their history. Possibly 
the English genius, which is either languid or impetuous, has not 
yet acquired that unaffected eloquence, that plain but majestic air 
which history requires. Possibly too, the spirit of party which ex- 
hibits objects in a dim and confused light may have sunk the credit 
of their historians. One half of the nation is always at variance vdth 
the other half. I have met with people who assured me that the 
Duke of Marlborough was a coward, and that Mr. Pope was a fool; 
just as some Jesuits in France declare Pascal to have been a man of 
little or no genius, and some Jansenists affirm Father Bourdaloue to 
have been a mere babbler. Tbe Jacobites consider Mary Queen of 
Scots as a pious heroine, but those of an opposite party look upon her 
as a prostitute, an addteress, a murderer. Thus the Engli^ have 
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memorials of the ^erd^rrigns, but no such thing as a histwy. 
There is, indeed, now living, one hfr. Gordon (the puUic are 
obliged to him for a translation of Tacitus), who is very capable of 
writing the history of his own country, but Rapin de Thoyras got 
the start of him. To conclude^ in my opinion the English have not 
such good historians as the French, have no such thing as a real 
tragedy, have several delightful comedies, some wonderful passages 
in certain of their poems, and boast of philosophers that are worthy 
of instructing mankind. The English have reaped very great ben^t 
from the writers of our nation, and therefore we ought (since they 
have not scrupled to be in our debt) to borrow from them. Both the 
English and we came after the Italians, who have been our in* 
structors in all the arts, and whom we have surpassed in some. I 
cannot determine which of the three nations ought to be honoured 
with the palm; but happy the writer who could display their various 
merits. 


LErreRXXIU 

ON THE REGARD THAT OUGHT TO BE SHOWN TO 
MEN OF LETTERS 

Neither the English nor any other people have foundations estab* 
lished in favour of the polite arts like those in France. There are 
Universities in most countries, but it is in France only that we meet 
with so beneficial an encouragement for astronomy and all parts of 
the mathematics, for physic, for researches into antiquity, for paint- 
ing, sculpture, and arcldtecture. Louis XIV. has immortalis^ his 
name by these several foundations, and this immortality ^d not cost 
him two hundred thousand livres a year. 

I must confess that one of the things I very much wonder at 
that as the Parliament of Great Britain have promised a reward of 
£20,000 sterling to any person vdio may discover the longitude, dtey 
should never have once thought to imitate Louis XIV. in his munifi- 
cence with regard to the arts and sciences. 

Merits indeed, meets in England with revrards of another kind, 
which redound more to the honour of the nation. The English have 
CO great a veneration finr exalted talents, that a man of merit in their 
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country is always sure of making his fortune. Ml*. Addison in France 
would have been elected a member of one of the academies, and, by 
the credit of some women, might have obtained a yearly pension of 
twelve hundred livres, or else might have been imprisoned in the 
Bastile, upon pretence that certain strokes in his tragedy of Cato 
had been discovered which glanced at the, porter of some man in 
power. Mr. Addison was raised to the post of Secretary of State in 
England. Sir Isaac Newton was made Warden of the Royal Mint. 
Mr. Congreve had a considerable employment. Mr. Prior was 
Plenipotentiary. Dr. Swift is Dean of St. Patrick in Dublin, and is 
more revered in Ireland than the Primate himself. The rdigion 
which Mr. Pope professes excludes him, indeed, from preferments of 
every kind, but then it did not prevent his gaining two hundred 
thousand livres by his excellent translation of Homer. I myself saw 
a long time in France the author of Rhadamistus ready to perish for 
hunger. And the son of one of the greatest men our country ever 
gave birth to, and who was beginning to run the noble career which 
his father had set him, would have been reduced to the extremes of 
misery had he not been patronised by Monsieur Fagon. 

But the circumstance which mostly encourages the arts in England 
is the great veneration which is paid them. The picture of the Prime 
Minister hangs over the chimney of his own closet, but I have seen 
that of Mr. Pope in twenty noblemen’s houses. Sir Isaac Newton 
was revered in his lifetime, and had a due respect paid to him after 
his death; the greatest men in the nation disputing who should 
have the honour of holding up his pall. Go into Westminster Abbey, 
and you will find that what raises the admiration of the spectator is 
not the mausoleums of the English kings, but the monuments 
which the gratitude of the nation has erected to perpetuate the 
memory of those illustrious men who contributed to its glory. We 
view thar statues in that abbey in the same matmer as those of 
Sophocles Plato, and other immortal personages were viewed in 
Athens; and I am persuaded that the bare sight of those glorious 
monuments has fired more than one breast, and been the occasion 
of thw becoming great men. 

Tlie Englidi have even been reproached with paying too extrava- 
gant htmoins to mere merit, and censured for interring the celdbrated 
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actress Mrs. Oldiidd in Westminster Abbey, with almost the same 
pomp as Sir Isaac Newton. Some pretend that the English had paid 
her these great funeral honours, purposely to make us more strongly 
sensible of the barbarity and injustice which they object to in us, lor 
having buried Mademoiselle Le G)uvreur ignominiously in the fields. 

But be assured from me, that the English were prompted by no 
other principle in burying Mrs. Oldfield in Westminster Abbey than 
their good sense. They are far from being so ridiculous as to brand 
with infamy an art which has immortalised a Euripides and a 
Sophocles; or to exclude from the body of their citizens a set of 
people whose business is to set off with the utmost grace of speech 
and action those pieces which the nation is proud of. 

Under the reign of Charles I. and in the beginning of the civil 
wars raised by a number of rigid fanatics, who at last were the 
victims to it; a great many pieces were published against theatrical 
and other diows, which were, attacked with the greater virulence 
because that monarch and his queen, daughter to Henry IV. of 
France were passionately fond of them. 

One Mr. Prynne, a man of most furiously scrupulous principles, 
who would have thought himself damned had he worn a cassock 
instead of a short cloak, and have been glad to see one-half of man* 
kind cut the other to pieces for the gbry of God, and the Propaganda 
Fide; took it into his head to write a most wretched satire against 
some pretty good comedies, which were exhibited very innocendy 
every night before their majesties. He quoted the authority of the 
Rabbis, and some passages from St. Bonaventure, to prove that the 
CEdipus of Sq)hocles was the work of the evil spirit; that Terence 
was excommunicated ipso facto; and added, that doubdess Brutus, 
who was a very severe Jansenist, assassinated Julius Caesar fi>r no 
other reason but because he, who was Pontifex Maximus, presumed ' 
to write a tragedy the subject of which was CEdipus. Lasdy, he, 
declared that all who frequented the theatre were excommunicated, 
as they therd)y renounced their bapdsm. This was casting tfip high* 
est insult on the king and ail the royal family; and as the English 
loved their prince at that dme, they could not bear to hear a writer 
talk of excommunicating him, though they themsdves afterwards 
cut his head off. Prynne was summoned to appear before the Star 
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Chantbo’; his woodei^ book, from which Father Le Brim stole 
hi^ was sentenced to be burnt by the common hangman, and him- 
self to lose his ears. His trial is now extant. 

The Italians are far from attempting to cast a blemish on the 
opera, or to excommunicate Signor Senesino or Signora Cuzzoni. 
With regard to myself I could presume to that the magistrates 
would suppress I know not what contemptible pieces written against ' 
the ^ge. For when the English and Italians hear that we brand 
with the greatest mark of infamy an art in which we excel; that we 
excommunicate persons who receive salaries from the king; that we 
condemn as impious a spectacle exhibited in convents and monas- 
teries; that we dishonour sports in which Louis XIV. and Louis XV. 
performed as actors; that we give the tide of the devil’s works to 
pieces which are received by magistrates of the most severe character, 
and represented before a virtuous queen; when, 1 say, foreigners are 
told of this insolent conduct, this contempt for the royal authority, 
and this Gothic rusticity which some presume to call Christian 
severity, what an idea must they entertain of our nation? And how 
will it be possible for them to conceive, either that our laws give a 
sanction to an art which is declared in&mous, or that some persons 
dare to stamp with infamy an art which receives a sanction from the 
laws, is rewarded by kings, cultivated and encouraged by the greatest 
men, and admired by whole nations? And that Father Le Brim’s 
impertinent libel against the stage is seen in a bookseller’s shop, 
standing the very next to the immortal labours of Radne, of Corneille, 
of Molid:^ &c. 


LbttorXXIV 

ON THE ROYAL SOQETY AND OTHER ACADEMIES 

The English had an Academy of Sdences many years before us, 
but then it is not under such prudent regulations as ours, the only 
reason which very posdbly is, because it was founded before the 
Academy of Paris; fat had it been founded after, it would very 
probably have adopted some of the sage laws of the former smd 
improv^ upon oth^s. 
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Two things, and those the most essential to man, are wanting in 
the Royal Society of London, I mean rewards and laws. A seat in 
the Academy at Paris is a small hut secure fortune to a geometrician 
or a chemist; but this is so far from bring the case at London, that 
the several members of the Royal Society are at a continual, though 
indeed small expense. Any man in England who declares hims^ 
a lover of the mathematics and natural philosophy, and expresses an 
inclination to be a member of the Royal Society, is immediately 
elected into it. But in France it is not enough that a man who aspires 
to the honour of being a member of the Academy, and d receiving 
the royal stipend, has a love for the sriences; he must at the same 
time be deeply skilled in them; and is obliged to dispute the seat 
with competitors who are so much the more formidable as they are 
fired by a principle of glory, by interest, by the difficulty itself, 
and by that inflexibility of mind which is generally found in 
those who devote themselves to that pertinacious study, the mathe> 
matics. 

The Academy of Sciences is prudendy confined to the study of 
Nature, and, indeed, this is a field spacious enough for fifty or three- 
score persons to range in. That of London mixes indiscriminately 
literature with physics; but methinks the founding an academy 
merely for the polite arts is more judicious, as it prevents confusion, 
and the joining, in some measure, of heterogeneals, such as a dis- 
sertadon on the head-dresses of the Roman ladies with a hundred or 
more new curves. 

As there is very litde order and regularity in the Royal Society, and 
not the least encouragement; and that the Academy of Paris is on a 
quite different foot, it is no wonder that our transactions are drawn 
up in a more just and beautiful manner than those of the English. 
Soldiers who are under a regular discipline and besides well paid, 
must necessarily at last perform more glorious achievements than 
others who are mere volunteers. It must indeed be confessed that the 
Royal Society boast their Newton, but then he did not owe hisjaiowl- 
edge and discoveries to that body; so far from it, diat the latter were 
intelligible to very few of his fdiow members. A genius like that 
Sir Isaac belonged to all the academies in the world, because all had 
a thousand dungs to learn of him. 
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The celebrated Dean Swift formed a design, in the latter end of 
the late Queen’s reign, to found an academy for the English tongue 
upon the model of that of the French. This project was promoted 
by the late Earl of Oxh}rd, Lord High Treasurer, and much more by 
the Lord Bolingbroke, Secretary of State, who had the happy talent 
of speaking without premeditation in the Parliament House with as: 
much purity as Dean Swift wrote in his closet, and who would have’’ 
been the ornament and protector of that academy. Those only would ' 
have been chosen members of it whose works will last as long as 
the English tongue, such as Dean Swift, Mr. Prior, whom we saw 
here invested with a public character, and whose fame in England 
is equal to that of La Fontaine in France; Mr. Pope, the English 
Boileau, Mr. Q>ngreve, who may be called their Moline, and several 
other eminent persons whose names I have forgot; all these would 
have raised the glory of that body to a great height even in its 
infancy. But Queen Anne being snatched suddenly from the world, 
the Whigs were resolved to ruin the protectors of the intended acad- 
emy, a circumstance that was of the most fatal consequence to polite 
literature. The members of this academy would have had a very 
great advantage over those who first formed that of the French, for 
Swift, Prior, Congreve, Dryden, Pope, Addison, &c. had fixed the 
English tongue by their writings; whereas Chapelain, Colletet, Cas- 
saigne, Faret, Perrin, Cotin, our first academicians, were a disgrace 
to their country; and so much ridicule is now attached to their very 
names, that if an author of some genius in this age had the misfor- 
tune to be called Chapelain or Cotin, he would be under a necessity 
of changing his name. 

One circumstance, to which the English Academy should espe- 
cially have attended, is to have prescribed to themselves occupations 
of a quite different kind from those with which our academicians 
amuse themselves. A wit of this country asked mF for the memoirs 
of the French Academy. I answered, they have no memoirs, but 
have printed threescore or fourscore volumes in quarto of compli- 
ments. The gentleman perused one or two of them, but without 
bek^ able to understand the style in which they were written; though 
he imderstood all our good authors perfectly. “All,” says he> “I see 
in these di^gant discourses is, that the meaJbec elect having assured 
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the audience that his predecessor was a great man, that Cardinal 
Richelieu was a very great man, that the Chancellor Seguier was a 
pretty great man, that Louis XIV. was a more than great man, the 
director answers in the very same strain, and adds, that the member 
elect may also be a sort of great man, and that himself, in quality of 
director, must also have some share in this greatness.” 

The cause why all these academical discourses have unhappily 
done so little honour to this body is evident enough. Vitium est 
temporis potius quant hominis (the fault is owing to the age rather 
than to particular persons). It grew up insensibly into a custom for 
every academician to repeat these eulogiums at his reception; it was 
laid down as a kind of law that the public should be indulged from 
time to time in the sullen satisfaction of yawning over these produc- 
tions. If the reason should afterwards be sought, why the greatest 
geniuses who have been incorporated into that body have sometimes 
made the worst speeches, I answer, that it is wholly owing to a 
strong propension, the gendemen in quesdon had to shine, and to 
display a thread-bare, worn-out subject in a new and uncommon 
light. The necessity of saying something, the perplexity of having 
nothing to say, and a desire of being witty, are three circumstances 
which alone are capable of making even the greatest writer ridicu- 
lous. These gendemen, not being able to strike out any new thoughts, 
hunted after a new play of words, and delivered themselves without 
thinking at all: in like manner as people who should seem to chew 
with great eagerness, and make as though they were eadng, at the 
same time that they were just starved. 

It is a law in the French Academy, to publish all those discourses 
by which only they are known, but they should rather make a law 
never to print any of them. 

But the Academy of the Belles Lettres have a more prudent and 
more useful object, which is, to present the public with a collecdon 
of transactions that abound with curious researches and critiques. 
These transactions are already esteemed by fordgners; and it were 
only to be wished that some subjects in them had been more 
thoroughly examined, and that others had not been treated at all. 
.As, for instance, we should have been very well satisfied, had tiiey 
omitted I know not wiiat dissertation on the prerogative of the right 
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hand over the left; and some others, wfaidi, though not poblidied 
under so ridiculous a tid^ are yet written on stdqects diat are almost 
as frivolous and silly. 

The Academy of Science^ in such of thdr researches as are of a 
more difficult kind and a more sensible use, embrace the knowledge 
of nature and the improvements of the artsi' We may presume that; 
sudi pn^und, such uninterrupted purstiits as these, such exact,, 
cakuiadons, such refined discoveries, such extensive and exalted 
views, will, at last^ produce something that may prove rrf advantage 
to the universe. Hitherto, as we have observed together, the most 
useful discoveries have been made in the most barbarous times. One 
would conclude that the business of the most enlightened ages and 
the most learned bodies, is, to argue and d^ate on things which were 
invented by ignorant people. We know exactly the angle which the 
sail a diip is to make with the keel in order to make its sailing 
better; and yet Q>luinbus discovered America without having the 
least idea oi the property of this angle: however, I am far from 
inferring from hence that we are to confine ourselves merely to a 
blind practice, but happy it were, would naturalists and geometri- 
dans unite, as rnuth as possible, the practice with the theory. 

&range, but so it is, that those things which reflect the greatest 
honour on the human mind are frequently of the least benefit to it! 
A man who understands the four fundamental rules of arithmetic, 
aided by a litde good sense, shall amass prodigious wealth in trade, 
shall become a Sir Peter Delme, a Sir Rickird Hopkins, a Sir Gilbert 
Heathcot^ whilst a poor algebraist spends his whole life in search- 
ing for astonishing properties and relations in numbers, which at 
the same time are of no manner of use, and will not acquaint him 
with the nature of exchanges. This is very nearly the case with most 
of the arts: there is a certain point beyond which ^ researches serve 
m no other purpose than merdy to delight an inqmative mind. Those 
ingenious and useless truths may be compared to stars whicb, by 
being pla^d at too great a distance, cannot afbrd us the least light. 

With regard to the French Academy, how great a service would 
they do to literature, to the language, and the nation, i£, instead of 
publishing a set of compliments annually, th^ would give os new 
editions of the valuable works written in the age of Louis XIV., 
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purged from the several errors of diction which are crept into them. 
There are many of these errors in Corneille and Molike^ but those 
in La Fontaine are very numerous. Such as could not be corrected 
might at least be pointed out. By this means, as all the Europeans 
read those works, they would teach them our language in its utmost 
purity— which, by that means, would be fixed to a lasting standard; 
and valuable French books being then printed at the King’s expense, 
would prove one of the most glorious monuments the nation could 
boast. I have been told that Boileau formerly made this proposal, 
and that it has since been revived by a gentleman eminent for his 
genius, his fine sense, and just taste for criticism; but this thought 
has met with the fate of many other useful projects, of being 
applauded and neglected. 




ON THE INEQUALITY AMONG 
MANKIND 

BY 

J. J. ROUSSEAU 



INTRODUCTORY NOTE 


Jean Jacques Rousseau was born at Geneva, June 28, 1712, the son o{ 
a watchmaker of French origin. His education was irregular, and though 
he tried many professions— including engraving, music, and teaching— 
he found it difiScult to support himself in any of them. The discovery oC 
his talent as a writer came with the winning of a prize offered by the\ 
Academy of Dijon for a discourse on the question, ** Whether the progress' i 
of the sciences and of letters has tended to corrupt or to elevate morals.” 
He argued so brilliantly that the tendency of civilization was degrading 
that he became at once famous. The discourse here printed on the causes 
of inequality among men was written in a similar competition. 

He now concentrated his powers upon literature, producing two novels, 
“La Nouvelle H^loise,” the forerunner and parent of endless senti- 
mental and picturesque fictions; and “Emile, ou TEducation,” a work 
which has had enormous influence on the theory and practise of peda- 
gogy down to our own time and in which the &voyard Vicar appears, 
who is used as the mouthpiece for Rousseau’s own religious ideas. “Le 
Contrat Social” (1762) elaborated the doctrine of the discourse on in- 
equality. Both historically and philosophically it is unsound; but it was 
the chief literary source of the enthusiasm for liberty, fraternity, and 
equality, which inspired the leaders of the French Revolution, and its 
efiects passed far beyond France. 

His most famous work, the “Confessions,” was published after his 
death. This book is a mine of information as to his life, but it is far 
from trustworthy; and the picture it gives of the author’s personality 
and conduct, though painted in such a way as to make it absorbingly 
interesting, is often unpleasing in the highest degree. But it is one of 
the great autobiographies of the world. 

During Rousseau’s later years he was the victim of the delusion of 
persecution; and although he was protected by a succession of good 
friends, he came to distrust and quarrel with each in turn. He died at 
Ermenonville, near Paris, July 2, 1778, the most widely influential French 
writer of his age. 

,The Savoyard Vicar and his “Profession of Faith” are introduced into 
“Emile” not, according to the author, because he wishes to exhibit his 
principles as those which should be taught, but to give an example of 
the way in which religious matters should ht discus^ with the young. 
Nevertheless, it is universally recognized that these opinions are Rous- 
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seau’s own, and represent in short form his characteristic attitude toward 
religious belief. The Vicar himself is believed to combine the traits of 
two Savoyard priests whom Rousseau knew in his youth. The more im- 
portant was the Abb 4 Gaime, whom he had known at Turin; the others 
the Abb 4 Gkdetf who had taught him at Annecy. 



Q^UESTION 

PROPOSED BY THE 

ACADEMY OF DIJON 


What is the Origin of the Inequality Among 
Mankind; and whether such Inequality 
is authorized by the Law of Nature? 



A DISCOURSE 

UPON THE ORIGIN AND 

THE FOUNDATION OF THE INEQUALITY AMONG 
MANKIND 

T IS of man I am to speak; and the very question, in answer 
to which I am to speak of him, sufficiently informs me 
that I am going to speak to men; for to those alone, who are 
not afraid of honouring truth, it belongs to propose discussions of 
this kind. I shall therefore maintain with confidence the cause of 
mankind before the sages, who invite me to stand up in its defence; 
and I shall think myself happy, if I can but behave in a manner not 
unworthy of my subject and of my judges. 

I conceive two species of inequality among men; one which I call 
natural, or physical inequality, because it is established by nature, 
and consists in the difference of age, health, bodily strength, and the 
qualities of the mind, or of the soul; the other which may be termed 
moral, or political inequality, because it depends on a kind of con- 
vention, and is established, or at least authorized, by the common 
consent of mankind. This species of inequality consists in the dif- 
ferent privileges, which some men enjoy, to the prejudice of others, 
such as that of being richer, more honoured, more powerful, and 
even that of exacting obedience &om them. 

It were absurd to ask, what is the cause of natural inequality, 
seeing the bare definition of natural inequality answers the question: 
it would be more absurd still to enquire, if there might not be some 
essential connection between the two species of inequality, as it would 
be asking, in other words, if those who command are necessarily 
l>etter men than those who obey; and if strength of body or of min^ 
wisdom or virtue are always to be found in individuals, in the same 
proportion with power, or riches: a question, fit perhaps to be dis- 
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cussed by slaves in the hearing of their masters, but unbecoming free 
and reasonable beings in quest of truth. 

What therefore is precisely the subjea of this discourse? It is to 
point out, in the progress of things, that moment, when, right taking 
place of violence, nature became subject to law; to display that chain 
of surprising events, in consequence of Vdiich the strong suhmitt^ 
to serve the weak, and the people to purchase imaginary ease, at t^e 
expense of real happiness. \ 

The philosophers, who have examined the foundations of society, 
have, every one of them, perceived the necessity of tracing it back to 
a state of nature, but not one of them has ever arrived there. Some 
of them have not scrupled to attribute to man in that state the ideas 
of justice and injustice, without troubling their heads to prove, that 
he really must have had such ideas, or even that such ideas were 
useful to him: others have spoken of the natural right of every man 
to keep what belongs to him, without letting us know what they 
meant by the word belong; others, without further ceremony ascrib- 
ing to the strongest an authority over the weakest, have immediately 
struck out government, without thinking of the time requisite for 
men to form any notion of the things agnified by the words author- 
ity and government. All of them, in fine, constantly harping on 
wants, avidity, oppression, desires and pride, have transferred to 
the state of nature ideas picked up in the bosom of society. In speak- 
ing of savages they described citizens. Nay, few of our own writers 
seem to have so much as doubted, that a state of nature did once 
actually exist; though it plainly appears by Sacred History, that even 
the first man, immediately furnished as he was by God himself with 
both instructions and precepts, never lived in that stat^ and that, 
if we give to the books of Moses that credit which every Christian 
philosopher ought to give to them, we must deny that, even before 
the deluge, such a state ever existed among men, unless they fell 
into it by some extraordinary event: a paradox very difficult to 
maintain, and altogether impossible to prove. 

Ltt us begin ther^ore, by laying aade fects, for they do not afiect 
the question. Hie researd^ in which we may engage on this occa- 
sion, are not to be taken for historical truths, but morely as hypo- 
thedod and conditional reasonings, fitter to illustr^ the nature of 
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things, dian to show their true origin, like those systems, which our 
naturalists daily make of the formation of the world. Religion com- 
mands us to believe, that men, having been drawn by God himself 
out of a state of nature, are unequal, because it is his pleasure they 
should be so; but religion does not forbid us to draw conjeaures 
solely from the nature of man, considered in itself, and from that of 
the beings which surround him, concerning the fate of mankind, had 
they been left to themselves. This is then the question I am to 
answer, the quesdon I propose to examine in the present discourse. 
As mankind in general have an interest in my subject, I shall en- 
deavour to use a language suitable to all nations; or rather, forgetting 
the circumstances of time and place in order to think of nothing but 
the men I speak to, I shall suppose myself in the Lyceum of A^ens, 
repeating the lessons of my masters before the Platos and the Xenoc- 
rates of that famous seat of philosophy as my judges, and in presence 
of the whole human species as my audience. 

O man, whatever country you may belong to, whatever your 
opinions may be, attend to my words; you shall hear your history 
such as I think I have read it, not in books composed by those like 
you, for they are liars, but in the book of nature which never lies. 
All that I shall repeat after her, must be true, without any intermix- 
ture of falsehood, but where I may happen, without intending it, 
to introduce my own conceits. The times I am going to speak of are 
very remote. How much you are changed from what you once werel 
Tis in a manner the life of your species that I ^ going to write, 
from the qualities which you have received, and which your educa- 
tion and your habits could deprave, but could not destroy. There 
is, I am senable, an age at which every individual of you would 
choose to stop; and you will look out for the age at which, had you 
your wish, your species had stopped. Uneasy at your present condi- 
tion for reasons which threaten your unhappy postaity with still 
greater uneasiness, you will perhaps wish it were in your power to 
go back; and this sentiment ought to be considered, as the pah^ric 
of your first parents, the condemnation of your contenqnraries, and 
a source of terror to all those who may have the misfortune of suc- 
ceeding you. 



DISCOURSE 

FIRST PART ' j 

H owever important it may be, in order to form a prop^ 
judgment of the natural state of man, to consider him from 
his origin, and to examine him, as it were, in the first em- 
bryo of the species; I shall not attempt to trace his organization 
through its successive approaches to perfection: I shall not stop to 
examine in the animal system what he might have been in the begin- 
ning, to become at last what he actually is; 1 shall not inquire 
whether, as Aristotle thinks, his neglected nails were no better at 
first than crooked talons; whether his whole body was not, bear-like, 
thick covered virith rough hair; and whether, walking upon all-fours, 
his eyes, directed to the earth, and confined to a horizon of a few 
paces extent, did not at once point out the nature and limits of his 
ideas. 1 could only form vague, and almost imaginary, conjectures 
on this subject. Comparative anatomy has not as yet been sufficiently 
improved; ndther have the observations of natural philosophy been 
sufficiently ascertained, to establish upon such foundations the basis 
of a solid system. For this reason, without having recourse to the 
supernatural informations with which we have been favoured on 
this head, or paying any attention to the changes, that must have 
ha|q>ened in foe conformation of foe interior and exterior parts of 
man’s body, in proportion as he applied his members to new pur- 
poses, and took to new aliments, I s^ suppose his conformation to 
have always been, what we now behold it; that he always walked 
on two feet, made foe same use of his hands~that we cb of ours, 
extended his looks over foe whole foce of nature and measured with 
his eyes foe vast extent of foe heavens. 

If 1 strip this bong, thus constituted, of all the supernatural gifts 
which he may have received, and of all the artifidal foculdes, which 
we could not have acquired but by dow degrees; if I consider him, 
in a word, such as he must have imied focun foe hands of nature; 
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I see an animal less strong than some, and less active than others, 
but, upon the whole, the most advantageously organized of any; I see 
him satisfying the calls of hunger under the first oak, and ttese of 
thirst at the first rivulet; I see him laying himself down to sleep 
at the foot of the same tree that afforded him his meal; and behold, 
this done, all his wants are completely supplied. 

The earth left to its own natural fertility and covered with im- 
mense woods, that no hatchet ever disfigured, offers at every step 
food and shelter to every species of animals. Men, dispersed among 
them, observe and imitate dieir industry, and thus rise to the instinct 
of beasts; with this advantage, that, whereas every species of beasts 
is confined to one peculiar instinct, man, who perhaps has not any 
that particularly belongs to him, appropriates to himself those of all 
other animals, and lives equally upon most of the different aliments, 
which they only divide among themselves; a circumstance which 
qualifies him to find his subsistence, with more ease than any of 
them. 

Men, accustomed from their infancy to the inclemency of the 
weather, and to the rigour of the different seasons; inured to fatigue, 
and obliged to defend, naked and without arms, their life and their 
prey against the other wild inhabitants of the forest, or at least to 
avoid their fury by flight, acquire a robust and almost unalterable 
habit of body; the children, bringing with them into the world the 
excellent constitution of their parents, and strengthening it by the 
same exercises that first produced it, attain by this means all the 
vigour that the human frame is capable of. Nature treats them 
exactly in the same manner that Sparta treated the children of her 
citizens; those who come well formed into the world she renders 
strong and robust, and destroys all the rest; differing in this respect 
from our societies, in which the state, by permitting children to 
become burdensome to their parents, murders them all without 
distinction, even in the wombs of their mothers. , 

The body bang the only instrument that savage man is acquainted 
with, he employs it to (Cerent uses, of which ours, for want of 
practice are incapable; and we may thank our industry for the loss 
of that strength and agility, which necessity obliges him to acquire. 
Had he a hatchet, would his hand so easily snap off from an oak so 
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Stout a braach? Had he a ding, would it dart a sttme to so great a 
distance? Had he a ladder, would he run "so nimbly up a tree? Had 
he a hors^ would he wi^ such swiftness shoot along the plain? 
Give civilized man but time to gather about him all his machines, 
and no doubt he will be an overmat(d>ior the savage: but if you 
have a mind to see a contest still more unequal, place dum 
naked and unarmed one opposite to the other; and you will soon 
discover the advantage there is in perpetually having all our forc^ 
at our disposal, in being constantly prepared against all events, 
and in always carrying ourselves, as it wer^ whole and entire 
about us. 

Hobbes would have it that man is naturally void of fear, and 
always intent upon attacking and fighting. An illustrious philoso- 
fdier thinks on the contrary, and Cumberland and Pufiendorfi like- 
wise affirm it, that nothing is more fearful than man in a state of 
nature, that he is always in a tremble, and ready to fiy at the first 
motion he percdves, at the first noise that strikes his ears. This, 
indeed, may be very true in regard to objects with which he is not 
acquainted; and I make no doubt of his being terrified at every new 
sight that presents itself, as often as he cannot distinguish the physi- 
cal good and evil which he may expect from it, nor compare his 
forces with the dangers he has to encounter; circumstances that 
seldom occur in a state of nature, where all things proceed in so 
uniform a manner, and the ffice of the earth is not liable to those 
sudden and continual changes occasioned in it by the passions and 
inconstancies of collected bodies. But savage man living among 
other animals without any society or fixed habitation, and finding 
himself early under a necessity of measuring his strength with theirs, 
soon makes a comparison b^ween both, and finding that he sur- 
passes them more in address, than they surpass him in strength, he 
learns not to be any longer in dread of them. Turn out a bear or a 
wolf against a sturdy, active resolute savage, (and this they all are,) 
provided with stones and a good stick; and you will soon fihd that 
the danger is at lean: equal on both sides, and that after several trials 
dE dus kind, wild beasts, who are not fond of atucking each othar, 
will not be very fond of attadcing man, whom they have found every 
wlut as wild as themselves. As to animals who have really more 
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streQgth than nan has address^ he is, in r^ard to then, what other 
weaker species are^ who find means to su^st notwithstanding; he 
has even this great advantage over such weaker spedes, that bdng 
equally fleet with them, and finding on every tree an almost invi' 
olable asylum, he is always at liberty to take it or leave it, as he likes 
best, and of course to fight or to fly, whichever is most agrw»ahlA to 
him. To this we may add that no animal naturally makes war upon 
man, etcept in the case of self-defence or extreme hunger; nor ever 
expresses against him any of these violent antipathies, which seem 
to indicate that some particular species are intended by nature for 
the food of others. 

But there are other more formidable enemies, and agsinst which 
man is not provided with the same means of defence; I mean natural 
infirmities, in^cy, old age, and sickness of every kind, melancholy 
proofs of our weakness, whereof the two first are common to all 
animals, and the last chiefly attends man living in a state of society. 
It is even observable in regard to infancy, that the mother being 
able to carry her child about with her, wherever she goes, can perform 
the duty of a muse with a great deal less trouble, than the females 
of many other animals, who are obliged to be constandy going and 
coming with no small labour and fatigue one way tx> look out for 
their own subsistence and another to suckle and feed thm young 
ones. True it is that, if the woman happens to perish, her <Md is 
exposed to the greatest danger of perishing with her; but this danger 
is common to a hundred other spedes, whose young ones require a 
great deal time to be able to provide for themselves; and if our 
infancy is longer than thdr^ our life is longer likewise; so tha^ in 
this respect too, all things are in a manner equal; not but that tl^re 
are otha rules concerning the duration of the first age of life, and 
the ntunber of the young of man and other animals, but they do not 
belong to my sdbject. With <dd men, who sdr and pvqnre but little, 
the demand for food diCTiinighfls with their abilities to jHOvitfe it; 
and as a savage life would exempt them from the goitt the 
rheumatism, and <dd age is all ills titat udiich human assittance 
is least capaUe of alleviation^ they would at last go oS, withcntt its 
being peicdved by others that th^ ceased to exis^ and almost with- 
out percdving it thanselvet. 
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In regard to sickness, I shall not repeat the vain and i^dse declama- 
dons made use o£ to discredit medicine by most men, while they 
enjoy their health; I shall only ask if there are any solid observadons 
from which we may conclude that in those countries where the heal* 
ing art is most neglected, the mean duration of man's life is shorts 
than in those where it is most culdvated? And how is it possibu 
this ^ould be the case, if we inflict more diseases upon ourselva 
than medicine can supply us with remedies! The extreme inequali\ 
des in the manns of living of the sevsal classes of mankind, thd 
excess of idleness in som^ and of labour in othss, the facility of 
irritadng and satisfying our sensuality and our appedtes, the too 
exquisite and out of the way aliments of the rich, which fill them 
with fiery juices, and bring on indigesdons, the unwholesome food 
of the poor, of which even, bad as it is, they very often fall short, and 
the want of which tempts them, every opportunity that offers, to eat 
greedily and overload their stomachs; watchings, excesses of every 
kind, immoderate transports of all the passions, fatigues, waste of 
spirits, in a word, the numberless pains and anxieties annexed to 
every condidon, and which the mind of man is constantly a prey 
to; these are the frital proofs that most of our ills are of our own 
making, and that we might have avoided them all by adhering to 
the simple^ uniform and solitary way of life prescribed to us by 
nature. Allowing that nature intended we should always enjoy good 
health, I dare almost affirm that a state of reflecdon is a state against 
nature, and that the man who meditates is a d^raved animal. We 
need only call to mind the good consdtudon of savages, of those at 
least whom we have not destroyed by our strong liquors; we need 
only reflect, that they are strangers to almost every disease, except 
those occasioned by wounds and old age, to be in a manner con* 
vinced that the history of human diseases might be easily composed 
by pursuing that of dvil sodedes. Such at least was the opinion of 
Plato, who conduded from certain remedies made use of or approved 
by Podalyrus and Macaon at the Si^ of Troy, that sevei^ dis* 
orders, ^^ch these remedies were found to bring on in his days, 
were not known among men at that remote period. 

Man thoefor^ in a state of nature where tha:e are so few sources 
sidcnest^ can have no great occasion for physiq and sdll less for 
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physicians; neither is the human species more to be pitied in this 
respect, than any other spedes of animak. Ask those who make 
hunting their recreation or business, if in their excursions they meet 
with many sick or feeble animals. They meet with many carrying 
the marks of considerable wounds, that have been perfectly well 
healed and dosed up; with many, whose bones formerly broken, 
and whose limbs almost torn off, have completely knit and united, 
without any other surgeon but tim^ any other regimen but thdr 
usual way of living, and whose cures were not the less perfect for 
their not having been tortured with indsions, poisoned with drugs, 
or worn out by diet and abstinence. In a word, however useful 
medicine well administered may be to us who live in a sute of 
sodety, it is still past doubt, that if, on the one hand, the sick savage, 
destitute of help, has nothing to hope from nature on the other, he 
has nothing to fear but from his disease; a drcumstance, which 
often renders his situation preferable to ours. 

Let us therefore beware of confounding savage man with the men, 
whom we daily see and converse with. Nature behaves towards all 
animals left to her care vdth a predilection, that seems to prove how 
jealous she is of that prerogative. The horse, the cat, the bull, nay 
the ass itself, have generally a higher stature, and always a more 
robust constitution, more vigour, more strength and courage in thdr 
forests than in our houses; they lose half these advantages by becom* 
ing domestic animals; it looks as if all our attention to treat them 
kindly, and to feed them well, served only to bastardize them. It is 
thus with man himself. In proportion as he becomes sodable and a 
slave to others, he becomes weak, fearful, mean-spirited, and his soft 
and effeminate way of living at once completes the enervation of 
his strength and of his courage. We may add, that there must be- 
still a wider difference between man and man in a savage and 
domestic condition, than between beast and beast; for as men and 
beasts have been treated alike by nature all the conveniences with 
which men indulge themselves more than they do the beasS tamed 
by them, are so many particular causes which make them degenerate 
more sensibly. 

Nakedness therefore, the want of houses, and of all these unneces* 
saries, which we consider as so very necessary, are not such mighty 
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evils in respect to these primitive men, and much less sdll any ob- 
stacle to their preservation. Their skins, it is tru^ are destitute of 
hair; but then they have no occaaon for any such covering in warm 
climates; and in cold climates they soon learn to apply to that use 
those of the animals they have conquensd; they have but two fo^ 
to run with, but they have two hands to defend themselves with, aim 
provide for all their wants; it costs them perhaps a great deal qf 
time and trouble to make their children walk, but the mothers carr^ 
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with whom the mother, when pursued, is obliged to abandon her 
young ones, or regulate her steps by theirs. In short, unless we 
admit those singular and fortuitous concurrences of circumstances, 
which I shall speak of hereafter, and which, it is very possible, may 
never have existed, it is evident, in every state of the question, that 
the man, who first made himself clothes and built himself a cabin, 
supplied himself with things which he did not much want, since he 
had lived vrithout them till then; and why should he not have been 
able to support in his riper years, the same kind of life, which he 
had su{^rted from his infancy? 

Alon^ idle^ and always surrounded with danger, savage man 
must be fond of sleep, and sleep lightly like other animals, who think 
but little and may, in a manner, be said to sleep all the time they 
do not think: self-preservation being almost his only concern, he must 
exercise those foculties most, which are most serviceable in attacking 
and in defending, whether to subdue his prey, or to prevent his 
bfoomii^ that of other animals: those organs, on the contrary, which 
softness and sensuality can alone improve, must remain in a state 
of rudeness utterly incompatible with all manner of delicacy; and as 
his senses are divided on this point, his touch wd his taste must be 
extremdy coarse and blunt; his sight, his hearing, and his smelling 
equally sifotk: sudi is the animal state in general, and accordingly 
if we may bdieve travdlers, it is that of most savage nations. We 
mutt not therefore be surjmsed, that the Hottentots of dw Cape of 
Good Hop^ disdnguidi vnth their naked eyes dtips on die ocean, 
at as great a distance as the Dutch can discern them with their 
passes; nor that the savagu of America should have tradced the 
laniards with thdr noses, to as great a degree of exactness, at the 
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best dogs could have done; nor that all these barbarous nations sup- 
port nakedness without pain, use such large quantities of Pimento to 
give their food a relish, and drink like water the strongest liquors 
of Europe. 

As yet 1 have considered man merely in his physical capacity; let 
us now endeavour to examine him in a metaphysical and moral 
light. 

I can discover nothing in any mere animal but an ingenious 
machine, to which nature has given senses to wind itself up, and 
guard, to a certain degree, against everything that might destroy 
or disorder it. I perceive the very same things in the human machine, 
with this difference that nature alone operates in all the operations 
of the beast, whereas man, as a free agent, has a share in his. One 
chooses by instinct; the other by an act of liberty; for which reason 
the beast cannot deviate £rom*the rules that have been prescribed to 
it, even in cases where such deviation might be usef^ and man 
often deviates from the rules laid down for him to his prejudice. 
Thus a pigeon would starve near a dish of the best flesh-meat, and 
a cat on a heap of fruit or corn, though both might very well support 
life with the food which they thus disdain, did they but betUnk 
themselves to make a trial of it: it is in this manner dissolute men 
run into excesses, which bring on fevers and death itself; because 
the mind depraves the senses, and when nature ceases to speak, the 
will still continues to dictate. 

All animals must be allowed to have ideas, since all animals have 
senses; they even combine their ideas to a certain degree, and, in this 
respect, it is only the difference of such degree, that constitutes the 
difference between man and beast: some philosophers have even 
advanced, that there is a greater difference between some men and 
some others, than between some men and some beasts; it is not 
therefore so mudt the understanding that constitutes, among ani- 
mals, the specifical distinction of man,.as his quality of a free agem. 
Nature q)adts to all animals, and beasts ob^ her voice. Man fods 
the same impression, but he at the same time petcdves that he is 
&ee to reast or to acquiesce; and it is in the consciouaiess of this 
bberty, that dke spirituality ^ his soul chidSy aq[>pears: lor attwd 
philosc^y eqiisaAs, in some measure the mechanism of the semm 
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and the formation of ideas; but in the power of willing, or rather of 
choosing, and in the consciousness of this power, nothing can be 
discovered but acts, that are purely spiritual, and cannot be accounted 
for by the laws of mechanics. 

But though the difficulties, in which all these questions are In- 
volved, should leave some room to dispute on this difference between 
man and beast, there is another very specific quality that distinguish^ 
them, and a quality which will admit of no dispute; this is the 
faculty of improvement; a faculty which, as circumstances offer, suc- 
cesavely unfolds all the other faculties, and resides among us not 
only in the species, but in the individuals that compose it; whereas 
a beast is, at the end of some months, all he ever will be during the 
rest of his life; and his species, at the end of a thousand years, pre- 
cisely what it was the first year of that long period. Why is man 
alone subject to dotage? Is it not, because he thus returns to his 
primitive condition? And because, while the beast, which has ac- 
quired nothing and has likewise nothing to lose, continues always 
in possession of his instinct, man, losing by old age, or by accident, 
all the acquisitions he had made in consequence of his perfectibility, 
thus falk back even lower than beasts themselves? It would be a 
melancholy necessity for us to be obliged to allow, that this distinctive 
and almost unlimited faculty is the source of all man’s misfortunes; 
that it is this faculty, which, though by slow degrees, draws them out 
of thdr original condition, in which his days would slide away 
insensibly in peace and innocence; that it is this faculty, which, in 
a succession of ages, produces his discoveries and mistakes, his vir- 
tues and his vices, and, at long run, renders him both his own and 
natiure’s tyrant It would be shocking to be obliged to commend, as 
a beneficent being, whoever he was that first suggested to the 
Oronoco Indians the use of those boards which they bind on the 
temples of thdr children, and which secure to them the enjoyment 
of smne part at least of their natural inffiecility and happiness. 

Savage man, abandoned by nature to pure instinct, or rather in- 
donanified for that which has perhaps been denied to him by facul- 
ties capable of immediately supplying the place of it, and of raising 
him afterwards a great deal higher, would therdore begin with func- 
doos that were merely animd: to see and to feel vaould be his first 
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condition^ which he would enjoy in common with other animals. 
To will and not to will, to wish and to fear, would be the first, and 
in a manner, the only operations of his soul, till new circumstances 
occasioned new developments. 

Let moralists say what they will, the human understanding is 
greatly indd>ted to the passions, which, on their side, are likewise 
universally allowed to be greatly indebted to the human understand* 
ing. It is by the activity of our passions, that our reason improves: 
we covet knowledge merely because we covet enjoyment, and it is 
impossible to conceive why a man exempt from fears and desires 
should take the trouble to reason. The passions, in their turn, owe 
their origin to our wants, and their increase to our progress in sdence; 
for we cannot desire or fear anything, but in consequence of the ideas 
we have of it, or of the simple impulses of nature; and savage man, 
destitute of every species of knowledge, experiences no passions but 
those of this last kind; his desires never extend beyond his physical 
wants; he knows no goods but food, a female, and rest; he fears no 
evil but pain, and hunger; I say pain, and not death; for no animal, 
merely as such, will ever know what it is to die, and the knowledge of 
death, and of its terrors, is one of the first acquisitions made by man, 
in consequence of his deviating from the animal state. 

I could easily, were it requisite, cite facts in support of this opinion, 
and show, that the progress of the mind has everywhere kept pace 
exactly with the wants, to which nature had left the inhabitants 
exposed, or to which circumstances had subjected them, and conse- 
quently to the passions, which inclined them to provide for these 
wants. I could exhibit in Egypt the arts starting up, and extending 
themselves with the inundations of the Nile; I could pursue them 
in their progress among the Greeks, where they were seen to bud 
forth, grow, and rise to the heavens, in the midst of the sands and 
rocks of Attica, without being able to take root on the fertile banks 
of the Eurotas; I would observe that, in general, the inhabitants of 
the north are more industrious than those of the south, because they 
can less do without industry; as if nature thus meant to make all 
things equal, by giving to the mind that fertiliQr she has denied to 
the s(^ 

But exclusive of the uncertain testimonies of history, who dbes 
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not percdve that everything seems to remove from savagg ipn the 
tempution and the means of altering his condition? His ims^ina- 
tion paints nothing to him; his heart asks nothing from him. His 
moderate wants are so easily supplied with what he eva7where fii^ds 
ready to his hand, and he stands at such 'a distance from the degfee 
of knowledge requisite to covet more^ that he can neither have fo^ 
sight nor curiosity. The spectacle of nature, by growing quite fano^- 
iar to him, becomes at last equally indifferent. It is constandy the 
same order, constandy the same revoludons; he has not sense enough 
to feel surprise at the sight of the greatest wonders; and it is not in 
his mind we must look for that philosophy, which man must have 
to know how to observe once, what he has every day seen. His soul, 
yrhich nothing disturbs, gives itself up endrely to the consciousness 
of its actual existence, without any thought of even the nearest 
futurity; and his projects, equally confined with his views, scarce 
extend to the end of the day. Such is, even at present, the degree of 
foresight in the Caribbean: he sells his cotton bed in the morning, 
and comes in the evening, with tears in his eyes, to buy it back, not 
having foreseen that he should want it again the next night. 

The more we meditate on this subject, the wider does the distance 
between mere sensation and the most simple knowledge become in 
our eyes: and it is impossible to conceive how man, by his own 
powers abne, without the assistance of communicadon, and the spur 
of necessity, could have got over so great an interval. How many 
ages perhaps revolved, before men behdd any other fire but that of 
the heavens? How many different accidents must have concurred 
to make them acquainted with the most common uses of this ele- 
ment? How often have they let it go out, before they knew the art 
of reproducing it? And how often perhaps J>as not every one of 
these seaets perished with the discoverer? What shall we say of 
agriculture an art which requires so much labour and foresight; 
which depends upon other arts; which, it is very ewdent, cannot 
be praais^ but in a society, if not a formed one, at least one of some 
standing, and which does not so much serve to draw aliments from 
the earth, for the earth would yield them without all that troifole 
as to oblige her to produce those things, which we like best, pte£~ 
ershly to others? But let us suppose that men had nauldplied to such 
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a degr^Mthat the natural products of the earth no longer sufEced 
for tHbir support; a«su{qx}sition which, by the bye, would prove that 
this kind of life would be very advantageous to the human species; 
let us suppose that, without forge or anvil, the instruments of hus- 
bandry h^ dropped from the heavens into the hands of savages, 
that these men had got the better of that mortal aversion they all 
have for constant labour; that they had learned to foretell their 
wants at so great a distance of time; that they had guessed exactly 
how they were to break the earth, commit their seed to it, and plant 
trees; that they had found out the art of grinding their corn, and 
improving by fermentation the juice of their grapes; all operations 
which we must allow them to have learned from the gods, siiKe we 
cannot conceive how they should make such discoveries of them- 
selves; after all these fine presents, what man would be mad enough 
to cultivate a field, that may “be robbed by the first comer, man or 
beast, who takes a fancy to the produce of it. And would any man 
consent to spend his day in labour and fatigue, when the rewards of 
his labour and fatigue became more and more precarious in propor- 
tion to his want of them ? In a word, how could this situation engage 
men to cultivate the earth, as long as it was not parceled out among 
them, that is, as long as a state of nature subsisted. 

Though we should suppose savage man as well versed in the 
art of thinking, as philosophers make him; though we were, after 
them, to make him a philosopher himself, discovering of himself die 
sublimest truths, forming to himself, by the most abstract arguments, 
maxims of justice and reason drawn ftom the love of ordo: in gen- 
eral, or from the known will of his Creator: in a word, thoi^ we 
were to suppose his mind as intelligent and enlightened, as it must,, 
and is, in fact, found to be dull and stupid; what benefit would the 
species receive from all these metaphysical discoveries, which could 
not be communicated, but must perish with the individual who had 
toade them? What progress could mankind make in dief forests, 
scattered up and down among the other animals? And to what 
<legree could men mutually improve and enUghten each other, when 
they had no fixed habitation, nor any need of each other’s assistance; 
when the same persons scarcdy met tvnce in their whole lives, and 
00 meeting neitho: spoke to, or so much as kneweadi odier? 
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Let us consider how many ideas we owe to the use i»f speech; 
how much grammar exercises, and facilitates the operations of the 
mind; let us, besides, reflect on the immense pains and time that the 
first invention of languages must have. required: Let us add these 
reflections to the preceding; and then we may judge how many 
thousand ages must have been requisite to develop successively 
operations, which the human mind is capable of producing. 

I must now beg leave to stop one moment to consider the perplexi- 
ties attending the origin of languages. I might here barely cite or 
repeat the researches made, in relation to this question, by the Abbe 
de Condillac, which all fully confirm my system, and perhaps even 
suggested to me the first idea of it. But, as the manner, in which 
the philosopher resolves the difliculties of his own starting, concern- 
ing the origin of arbitrary signs, shows that he supposes, what I 
doubt, namely a kind of society already established among the in- 
ventors of languages; I think it my duty, at the same time that I 
refer to his reflections, to give my own, in order to expose the same 
difficulties in a light suitable to my subject. The first that offers is 
how languages could become necessary; for as there was no corre- 
spondence between men, nor the least necessity for any, there is no 
conceiving the necessity of this invention, nor the possibility of it, if 
it was not indispensable. I might say, with many others, that lan- 
guages are the fruit of the domestic intercoiu’se between fathers, 
mothers, and children: but this, besides its not answering any diffi- 
culties, would be committing the same fault with those, who reason- 
ing on the state of nature, transfer to it ideas collected in society, 
always consider families as living together under one roof, and their 
members as observing among themselves an union, equally intimate 
and permanent with that which we see exist im a civil state, where 
so many common interests conspire to unite them; whereas in this 
{M’imitive state, as there were nei^er houses nor cabins, nor any kind 
of property, every one took up his lodging at random, and seldom 
continued above one night in the same place; males and females 
united without any premeditated design, as chance, occasion, or 
deare brought them together, nor had they any great occasion for 
language to make known thdr thoughts to each other. They parted 
with the same ease. The mother suckled her childl'en, when just 
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born, for 'her own sake; but afterwards out of love and affection to 
them, whra habit and custom had made them dear to her; but they 
no sooner gained strength enough to run about in quest of food than 
they separated even from her of thdr own accord; and as th^ 
scarce had any other method of not losing each other, than t-hai- of 
remaining constantly in each other’s sight, they soon came to such 
a pass of forgetfulness, as not even to know each other, when they 
happened to meet again. I must further observe that the child having 
all his wants to explain, and consequently more things to say to his 
mother, than the mother can have to say to him, it is he that must 
be at the chief expense of invention, and the language he makes use 
of must be in a great measure his own work; this makes the number 
of languages equal to that of the individuals who are to speak them; 
and this multiplicity of languages is further increased by thdr rov- 
ing and vagabond kind of life, which allows no idiom time enough 
to acquire any consistency; for to say that the mother would have 
dictated to the child the words he must employ to ask her this 
thing and that, may well enough explain in what manner languages, 
already formed, are taught, but it does not show us in what manner 
they are first formed. 

Let us suppose this first difficulty conquered: Let us for a moment 
consider ourselves at this side of the immense space, which must 
have separated the pure state of nature from that in which languages 
became necessary, and let us, after allowing such necessity, examine 
how languages could begin to be established. A new difficulty this, 
still more stubborn than the preceding; for if men stood in need of 
speech to learn to think, they must have stood in still greater need 
of the art of thinkin g to invent that of speaking; and though we ■ 
could conceive how the sounds of the voice came to be taken for the 
conventional interpreters of our ideas we should not be the nearer 
knowing who could have been the interpreters of this convaition 
for such ideas, as, in consequence of their not having any senable 
objects, could not be made manifest by gesture or voice; so that we 
can scarce form any tolerable conjectures concerning the birth of 
this art of communicating our droughts, and establishing a oc^rre- 
spondence between minds: a siffilime art which, though so remote 
from its ori gin, philosophers still bdtold at such a prodigious distance 
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£rom its perfection, 'diat I never met witb one of them bdd enough 
to affirm it would ever arrive there, though the revolutions neces- 
sarily (Hoduced by time were suspended in its favour; though preju- 
mce could be banished frtnn, or would'be at least content to Mt 
silent in the presence of our academies, and though these societies 
should consecrate themselves, entirely and during whole ages, to t^ 
study of this intricate object. \ 

first language of man, the most universal and most energedb 
all languages, in short, the only language he had occasion ioty 
before there was a necessity of persuading assembled multitudes, was 
the cry of nature. As this cry was never extorted but by a kind of 
insdna in the most urgent cases, to implore assistance in great 
danger, or relief in great sufferings, it was of little use in the common 
occurrences of life, where more moderate sentiments generally pre- 
vail. When the ideas of men began to extend and multiply, and a 
closer communication began to take place among them, they laboured 
to devise more numerous signs, and a more extensive language: they 
multiplied the inflections of the voice, and added to them gestures, 
which ar^ in their own nature, more expressive, and whose meaning 
depends less on any prior determination. They therefore expressed 
visible and movable objeas by gestures and those which strike the 
ear, by imitative sounds: but as gestures scarcely indicate anything 
except objects that are aaually present or can be easily described, and 
visible actions; as they are not of general tise, ance darkness or the 
intarposition of an opaque medium renders them usdess; and as 
besides they require attention rather than excite it: men at length 
bedmught themselves of substituting for them the articulations of 
voice, which, withom having the same relation to any determinate 
object ate, in quality of instituted signs, fittn to represent all our 
id^; a sifl>stitution, which could only have been ma^ by cmnmon 
consent, and in a manner pretty difficult to prat^se by men, whose 
rude organs were unimproved by nercite; a substitution, which is 
in itself more difficult m be amoved, since die motives to diis 
unanimous agreement must have been somehow or anothtf ex- 
pressed, and speech therefcve appears to have been exceedingly requi- 
ticeto establi^ die use of ^eech. 

We must allow dif|d» words, fost made use ol by men, had in 
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their minds a much more extensive agnification, than those employed 
in languages of some standing, and that, considering how ignorant 
they were of the division of spe^ into its constituent parts; they|it 
hrst gave every word the meaning of an entire proposition. When 
afterwards they began to perceive the difference between the subject 
and attribute, and between verb and noun, a distinction which re- 
quired no mean effort of genius, the substantives for a time were 
only so many proper names, the infinitive was the only tense, and 
as to adjectives, great difficulties must have attended the development 
of the idea that represents them, since every adjective is an abstract 
word, and abstraction is an unnatural and very painful operation. 

At first they gave every object a peculiar name, without any regard 
to its genus or species, things which these first institutors of language 
were in no condition to distinguish; and every individual presented 
itself solitary to their minds, as it stands in the table of nature. If 
they called one oak A, they called another oak B: so that their 
dictionary must have been more extensive in proportion as thar 
knowledge of things was more confined. It could not but be a very 
difficult task to get rid of so diffuse and embarrassing a nomen- 
clature; as in order to marshal the several beings under common and 
generic denominations, it was necessary to be first acquainted with 
their properties, and their differences; to be stocked with observations 
and definitions, that is to say, to understand natural history and 
metaphysics, advantages which the men of these times could not 
have enjoyed. 

Besides, general ideas cannot be conveyed to the mind without the 
assistance of words, nor can the understanding seize than without 
the assistance of propositions. This is one of the reasons, why mere 
animals cannot fonn such ideas, nor ever acquire the perfectibility 
which depends on such an operation. When a monkey leaves with- 
out the least hesitation one nut for another, are we to ^ink he 
has any general idea that kind of firuit, and that he cmnpares 
these two individual bodies with his archetype notion of them? 
No, certainly; but the aght of one of ffiese nuts calls back to his 
memory die sensations which he has received from the other; and 

his eyes, modified after some certain maimer, give notice to Hs palate 

of the modificatkm k is in its turn going te.||^ve. Every general 
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idea is purely intellectual; let the imagination tamper ever so litde 
with it, it immediately becomes a particular idea. Endeavour to 
r^resent to yoursdf the image of a tree in general, you never will 
be able to do it; in spite of ail your efforts it will appear big or litde, 
thin or tufted, of a bright or a deep colour; and were you master to 
see nothing in it, but what can be seen in every tree, such a picture 
would no longer resemble any tree. Beings perfectly abstract are 
perceivable in the same manner, or are only conceivable by the 
assistance of speech. The definition of a triangle can alone give you 
a just idea of that figure: the moment you form a triangle in your 
mind, it is this or that pardcular triangle and no other, and you 
cannot avoid giving breadth to its lines and colour to its area. W e 
must therefore make use of proportions; we must therefore speak to 
have general ideas; for the moment the imagination stops, the minoi 
must stop too, if not assisted by speech. If therefore the first inventors\ 
could give no names to any ideas but those they had already, it fol- 
lows that the first substandves could never have been anything more ' 
than proper names. 

But when by means, which I cannot concave, our new gram- 
marians began to extend their ideas, and generalize their words, the 
ignorance of the inventors must have confined this method to very 
narrow bounds; and as they had at first too much muldplied the 
names of individuals for want of being acquainted with the disdnc- 
dons called genus and species, they afterwards made too few genera 
and species for want of having considered beings in all their differ- 
ences; to push the divisions far enough, they must have had more 
knowledge and experience than we can allow them, and have made 
more researches and taken more pains, than we can suppose them 
willing to submit to. Now if, even at this present dme, we every day 
discover new species, which had before escaped all our observations, 
how many species must have escaped the nodce of men, who judged 
of things merely from their first appearances! As to the primidve 
classes and the most general nodons, it were superfluous to add that 
these they must have likewise overlooked: how, for example, could 
they have thought of or understood the words, matter, spirit, sub- 
stance, mode, figure, modon, since even our philosophers, who. for so 
long a dme have been constandy employing these terms, can them- 
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selves scarcely understand them, and sin^ the ideas annexed to these 
words being purely metaphysical, no modek of them could be found 
in nature? ^ 

I stop at these first advances, and beseech my judges to suspend 
their leaure a litde, in order to consider, what a great way language 
has still to go, in regard to the invention of physical substantives 
alone, (though the easiest part of language to invent,) to be able to 
express all the sentiments of man, to assume an invariable form, to 
bear being spoken in public and to influence society: I earnestly en- 
treat them to consider how mudi time and knowledge must have 
been requisite to find out numbers, abstract words, the aorists, and 
all the other tenses of verbs, the particles, and syntax, the method of 
connecting propositions and arguments, of forming all the logic of 
discourse. For my own part, I am so scared at the difficulties that 
multiply at every step, and so convinced of the almost demonstrated 
impossibility of languages owing their birth and establishment to 
means that were merely human, that I must leave to whoever may 
please to take it up, the task of discussing this difficult problem. 
“Which was the most necessary, society already formed to invent 
languages, or languages already invented to form sodety?” 

But be the case of these origins ever so mysterious, we may at least 
infer from the little cafe which nature has taken to bring men to- 
gether by mutual wants, and make the use of speech easy to them, 
how little she has done towards making them sociable, and how 
little she has contributed to anything which they themselves have 
done to become so. In fact, it is impossible to conceive, why, in this 
primitive state, one man should have more occasion for the assistance 
of another, than one monkey, or one wolf for that of another animal 
of the same species; or supposing that he had, what motive could 
induce another to assist him; or even, in this last case, how he^ who 
wanted assistance, and he from whom it was wanted, could agree 
among themselves upon the conditions. Authors, I know, are con- 
tinually telling us, that in this state man would have been a most 
miserable creature; and if it is true, as I fancy I have proved it, that 
he must have continued many ages without either tfie deare 'ex' the 
opportunity of emerging from sudi a state, this their assertion could 
only serve to justify a charge against nature, and not any against 
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the beiog whidi oature had thus cotutituted; but, i£ 1 tbotoug^y 
understand this term miserably it is a word, that eitlier has no mean^ 
ing, or signifies nothing, but a privation attended with pain, and a 
sufiering state of body or soul; now I would fain know what kind of 
misery can be that of a free being, whose heart enjoys perfect peace, 
and body perfect health? And which is aptest to becmne insupport* 
able to those who enjoy it, a civil or a natural life? In civil life we 
can scarcely meet a single person who does not complain of his 
existence; many even throw away as much of it as they can, and the 
united force of divine and human laws can hardly put bounds to 
this disorder. Was ever any free savage known to have been so 
much as tempted to complain of life, and lay violent hands on iW* 
self? Let us therefore judge with less pride on which side 
misery is to be placed. Nothing, on the contrary, must have been\so 
unhappy as savage man, dazzled by flashes of knowledge, racked ^y 
passions, and reasoning on a state different from that in which he saW 
himself placed. It was in consequence of a very wise Providenc^ 
that the faculties, which he potentially enjoyed, were not to develop 
themselves but in proportion as there offered occasions to exercise 
them, lest they should be superfluous or troublesome to him when 
he did not want them, or tardy and tiseless when he did. He had 
in his instinct alone everything requisite to live in a state of nature; 
in his cultivated reason he has harely what is necessary to live in a^ 
state of society. 

It appears at first sight that, as there was no kind of moral rda* 
tions between men in this state, nor any known duties, they could 
not be either good or bad, and had neither vices nor virtues, unless 
we lake these words in a physical sens^ and call vices, in the indi- 
vidual, the qualities which may prove detrimental to his own preser- 
vation, and virtues those which may contribute to it; in which case 
we should be obliged to consider him as most virtuous, who made 
least resistance against the simple impulses of nature. But without 
deviating from the usual meaning these terms, it is proper to 
suq>end the judgment we might form of such a situation, and he 
upon our guard against pr^udice, dll, the balance in hand, we have 
examined whether there are more virtues or vices among, civilized 
men; or whether the improvement of their understanding is sufficient 
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to compensate the damage which they mutually do to each other, 
in prtqmrtion as they become better informed of the sauces which 
they ought to do; or whether, upon the whole, they would not be 
much happier in a condition, where they had nothing to fear or to 
hope from each other, than in that where they had submitted to an 
universal subserviency, and have obliged themselves to depend for 
everything upon the good will of tho%, who do not think themsdves 
obliged to give anything in return. 

But above all things let us beware concluding with Hobbes, that 
man, as having no idea of goodness, must be naturally bad; that he 
is vicious because he does not know what virtue is; Aat he always 
refuses to do any service to those of his own species, because he 
believes that none is due to them; that, in virtue of that right which 
he justly claims to everything he wants, he foolishly looks upon 
himself as proprietor of the whole universe. Hobbes very plainly 
saw the flaws in all the modern definitions of natural right: but the 
consequences, which he draws from his own definition, show that it 
is, in the sense he understands it, equally exceptionable. This author, 
to argue from his own principles, should say that the state of nature, 
being that where the care of our own preservation interferes least 
with the preservation of others, was of course the most favourable 
to peace, and most suitable to mankind; whereas he advances the 
very reverse in consequence of his having injudiciously admitted, as 
objects of that care which savage man should take of his preserva* 
tion, the satisfaction of numberless passions which are the work of 
society, and have rendered laws necessary. A bad man, says he, is a 
robust child. But this is not proving that savage man is a robust 
child; and though we were to grant that he was, what could this 
philosojflier infer from such a concession? That if this man, when 
robust, depended on others as much as when fedble, there is no excess 
that he would not be guilty of. He would make nothing of striking 
his mother when she delayed ever so litde to give him the breast; 
he would daw, and bite, and strangle without remorse the first 
his younger brothers, that ever so acddentally josded or otherwise 
disturi)ed him. But these are two contradictory supporitions In the 
state of nature, to be robust and dependent. Man is weak when 
depradent, and his own master before be grows robust. Hobbes did 
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not consider that the same cause, which hinders savages from mak- 
ing use of their reason, as our jurisconsults pretend, hinders them at 
the same time from making an ill use of their faculties, as he himself 
pretends; so that we may say that savages are not bad, precisely be- 
cause they don’t know what it is to be good; for it is neither the 
development of the understanding, nor the curb of the law, but 
the calmness of their passions and thm ignorance of vice that hinders 
them from doing ill: tantus plus in Hits proficit vitiorum ignorantia, 
quam in his cognito virtuUs. There is besides another principle that 
has escaped Hobbes, and which, having been given to man to mod- 
erate, on certain occasions, the blind and impetuous sdlies of self- 
love, or the desire of self-preservatlob previous to the appear mce of 
that passion, allays the ardour, with which he naturally purmes his 
private welfare, by an innate abhorrence to see beings suSw that 
resemble him. I shall not surely be contradicted, in granting to man 
the only natural virtue, which the most passionate detractor of h^an 
virtues could not deny him, I mean that of pity, a disposition suitable 
to creatures weak as we are, and liable to so many evils; a virtue so 
much the more universal, and withal useful to man, as it takes place 
in him of all manner of reflection; and so natural, that the beasts 
themselves sometimes give evident signs of it. Not to speak of the 
tenderness of mothers for their young; and of the dangers they face 
to screen them from danger; with what reluctance are horses known 
to trample upon living bodies; one animal never passes immoved by 
the dead carcass of another animal of the same species: there are 
even some who bestow a kind of sepulture upon their dead fellows; 
and the mournful lowings of cattle, on thdr entering the slaughter- 
house, publish the impression made upon them by the horrible 
spectacle they are there struck with. It is with pleasure we see the 
author of the fable of the bees, forced to acknowledge man a com- 
passionate and sensible being; and lay aside, in the example he 
offers to confirm it, his cold and subtle style, to place before us the 
pathetic picture of a man, who, with his hands tied up, is obliged to 
behold a beast of prey tear a child from the arms of his mother, and 
then with his teedi grind the tender limbs, and with his claws rend 
the throbbing entrails of the innocent vicfim* What horrible emo- 
tions must not such a spectator experience at the sight of an event 
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wfaidi does oot personally concern him? What anguish must he not 
suffer at his not being able to assist the hunting mother or the 
ecpiring infant? 

Such is the pure motion of nature, anterior to all manna of reflec- 
tion; such is the force of natural pity, which the most dissolute man- 
ners have as yet found it so diffictdt to extinguish, since we every 
day see, in our theatrical r^resentadon, those men sympathize with 
the unfortunate and weep at their sufferings, who, if in the tyrant’s 
place, would aggravate the torments of their enemies. Mandeville 
was very sensible that men, in spite of all their morality, would never 
have beeni^er than monsters, if nature had not given them pity to 
assist reason: but he did not perceive that from this quality alone 
flow all the social virtues, which he would dispute mankind the 
possession of. In fact, what is generosity, what demency, what hu- 
manity, but pity applied to the weak, to the guilty, or to the human 
spedes in general? Even benevolence and friendship, if we judge 
right, will appear the effects of a constant pity, fixed upon a pardcu- 
lar object: for to wish that a person may not suffer, what is it but 
to wish that he may be happy ? Though it were true that commisera- 
don is no more than a sendment, which puts us in the place of him 
who suffers, a sendment obscure but acdve in the savage, developed 
but dormant in dvilized man, how could this nodon affect the truth 
of what I advance, but to make it more evident. In fact, commisera- 
don must be so much the more energetic, the more indmately the 
animal, that beholds any kind of distress, idendfies himself with the 
animal that labours under it. Now it is evident that this idendfica- 
don must have been infinitely more perfect in the state of nature 
than in the state of reason. It is reason that engenders self-love, and 
reflecdon that strengthens it; it is reason that makes man shrink 
into himself; it is reason that makes him keep aloof from everything 
that can trouble or afllict him: it is philosophy that destroys his con- 
necdons with other men; it is in consequence of her dictates that he 
mutters to himself at the sight of another in distress. You may per- 
idi for aught I care, nothing can hurt me. Nothing less than those 
evils, which threaten the whole spedes, can disturb the calm sle^ of 
the philosopher, and force him from his bed. One man may with 
impunity murder another under his vrindows; he has nothing to do 
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but dap his hands to his ears, argue a little with himself to hinder 
nature, that startles within him, from identifying him with the 
unhappy suiter. Savage man wants this admirable talent; and for 
want of wisdom and reason, is always ready foolishly to obey the 
first whispers of humanity. In riots and street-brawls the populace 
flock together, the prudent man sneaks off. They are the dregs of 
the people, the poor basket and barrow-women, that part the com- 
batants, and hinder gentle folks from cutting one another’s throats. 

It is therefore certain that pity is a natural sentiment, which, by 
moderating in every individual the activity of self-love, contributes 
to the mutual preservation of the whole species. It is this pity, which 
hurries us without reflection to the assistance of those wet see in 
distress; it is this pity which, in a state of nature, stands for laws, for 
manners, for virtue, with this advantage, that no one is temmed to 
disobey her sweet and gende voice: it is this pity which will ^ways 
hinder a robust savage from plundering a feeble child, or infirm old 
man, of the subsistence they have acquired with pain and difiiculty, 
if he has but the least prospect of providing for himself by any other 
means: it is this pity which, instead of that sublime maxim of argu- 
mentadve justice, Do to others as you would have others do to you, 
inspires all men with that other maxim of natural goodness a great 
deal less perfect, but perhaps more useful, Consult your own happi- 
ness with as litde prejudice as you can to that of others. It is in a 
word, in this natural sentiment, rather than in fine-spun arguments, 
that we must look for the cause of that reluctance which every man 
would experience to do evil, even independendy of the maxims of 
educadon. Though it may be the peculiar happiness of Socrates and 
other geniuses of his stamp, to reason themselves into virtue, the 
human species would long ago have ceased to exist, had it depended 
endrely for its preservadon on the reasonings of the individuals that 
compose it. 

With pasdons so tame, and so salutary a curb, men, rather wild 
than wicked, and more attentive to guard against mischief than to 
do any to other animals, were not exposed to any dangerous dis- 
sensions: As they kept up no manner of correspondence with each 
other, and were of course strangers to vanity, to respect, to esteem, 
to contempt; as they had no nodon of what we call Meum and Tuum, 
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nor any true idea o£ justice; as they considered any violence they 
were lisd>le to, as an evil that could be easily repaired, and not as an 
injury that deserved punishment; and as they never so much as 
dreamed of revenge, unless perhaps mechanically and unpronedi- 
tatedly, as a dog who bites the stone that has been thrown at him; 
their disputes could seldom be attended with bloodshed, were they 
never occasioned by a more considerable stake than that of sub- 
sistence: but there is a more dangerous subject of contention, which I 
must not leave luinoticed. 

Among the passions which ruffle the heart of man, there is one of 
a hot and impetuous nature, which renders the sexes necessary to 
each other; a terrible passion which despises all dangers, bears down 
all obstacles, and to which in its transports it seems proper to destroy 
the human species which it is destined to preserve. What must 
become of men abandoned to this lawless and brutal rage, without 
modesty, without shame, and every day disputing the objects of 
their passion at the expense of their blood? 

We must in the first place allow that the more violent the passions, 
the more necessary are laws to restrain them: but besides that the 
disorders and the crimes, to which these passions daily give rise 
among us, sufficiently prove the insufficiency of laws for that pur- 
pose, we would do tVtell to look back a little further and examine, 
if these evils did not spring up with the laws themselves; for at this 
rate, though the laws were capable of repressing these evils, it is the 
least that might be expected from them, seeing it is no more than 
stopping the progress of a mischief which they themselves have 
produced. 

Let us begin by distinguishing between what is moral and what 
is physical in the passion called love. The physical part of it is that 
general desire wffich prompts the sexes to unite with each other; 
the moral part is that which determines that desire, and* fixes it 
upon a particular object to the exclusion of all others, or at least 
gives it a greater degree of energy for this preferred object. Now it 
is easy to perceive that the moral part of love is a factitious senti- 
ment, engendered by society, and cried up by the women with ^eat 
care and address in order to esteblish their empire, and secure com- 
mand to that sex which ought to obey. This s e ntim e n t , being 
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founded on certain notions of beauty and merit vdiicb a savage is imt 
capable of having, and upon comparisons which he is not cs^>able 
of making, can scarcely exist in him: for as his mind was never in a 
<»ndition to form abstract ideas of regularity and proportion, neither 
is his heart susceptible of sentiments of admiration and love, which, 
even without our perceiving it, are produced by our application of 
these ideas; he listens solely to the dispositions implanted in him by 
nature, and not to taste which he never was in a way of acquiring; 
and every woman answers his purpose. 

Q)nfined entirely to what is physical in love, and happy enough 
not to know these preferences whi<^ sharpen the appetite, for it, 
at the same time that they increase ^the difficulty of satisfying such 
appetite, men, in a state of nature, must be subject to fewer :md less 
violent fits of that passion, and of course there must be fewtf and 
less violent disputes among them in consequence of it. The imagina- 
tion which causes so many' ravages among us, never speaks the 
heart of savages, who peaceably wait for the impulses of nature, 
yield to these impulses without choice and with more pleasme than 
fury; and whose desires never outlive their necessity for the thing 
desired. 

Nothing therefore can be more evident, than that it is society 
alone, which has added even to love itself as well as to all the other 
passions, that impetuous ardour, which so often renders it fatal to 
mank i n d; and it is so much the more ridiculous to represent savages 
constantly murdering each other to glut their brutality, as this 
opinion is diametrically opposite to experience, and the Caribbeans, 
the people in the world who have as yet deviated least from the 
state of nature, are to all intents and purposes the most peaceable in 
thdr amours, and the least subject to jealousy, though they live in a 
burning climate which seems always to add considerably to die 
activity of these passions. 

As to the inductions which may be drawn, in respea to several 
spedes of animals, fi-om the battles of the males, who in all seasons 
cover our poultry yards with blood, and in spring particularly cause 
our forests to ring again with the noise they make in disputing thdr 
females, we must begin by excluding all those species, where nature 
has evidently established, in the relative powo* of the sexes, relations 
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differoit £rom those wfaidi exist among us: thtis frran the btttle 
of cocks we can form no induction that will affect the human qiecies. 
In the species, where the prt^rtion is better observed, these battles 
must be owing entirely to the fewness of the females compared with 
the males, or, whidi is all one, to the exclusive intervals, during whidi 
the females constantly refuse the addresses of the males; for if die 
female admits the male but two months in the year, it is all the same 
as if the number of females were five-nxths less than what it is: now 
neither of these cases is applicable to the human species, where the 
number of females generally surpasses that of males, and where it 
has never been observed that, even among savages, the females had, 
like those of other animals, stated times of passion and indifference. 
Besides, among several of these animals the whole species takes fire 
all at once, and for some days nothing is to be seen among them but 
confusion, tumult, disorder and bloodshed; a state unknown to the 
human species where love is never periodical. We can not therefore 
conclude from the battles of certain animals for the possession of dadir 
females, that the same would be the case of man in a state of nature; 
and though we might, as these contests do not destroy the other 
species, there is at least equal room to think they would not be fatal 
to ours; nay it is very probable that they would cause fewer ravages 
than they do in society, especially in those countries where, morality 
being as yet held in some esteem, the jealousy of lovers, and the 
vengeance of husbands every day produce duels, murders and even 
worse crimes; where the duty of an eternal fidelity serves only to 
propagate adultery; and the very laws of continence and honour 
necessarily contribute to increase dissoluteness, and midtiply abor- 
tions. 

Let us conclude that savage man, wandering about in the forests, 
without industry, without speech, without any fixed residence, an 
equal stranger to war and every social connection, without standing 
in any shape in need of his fellows, as well as without any desire of 
hurting them, and perhaps even without ever distinguishing than 
individually one from the other, subject to few passions, and find- 
ing in himself all he wants, let us say, conclude that savage mw tlius 
circumstanced had no knowledge or sentiment but sudi as are 
proper to that condition, that he was alone sennble of his real neoes- 
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sides, took notice of nothing but what it was his interest to se^ and 
that his understanding made as little progress as his vanity. If he 
happened to make any discovery, he could the less communicate it 
as he did not even know his children. The art perished with the 
inventor; there was neither education nor improvement; genera* 
dons succeeded generadons to no purpose; and as all constantly set 
out from the same point, whole centuries rolled on in the rudeness 
and barbarity of the first age; the species was grown old, while the 
individual sdll remained in a state of childhood. 

If I have enlarged so much upon the supposidon of this primidve 
condidon, it is because I thought it i^y duty, considering wl^t an- 
cient errors and inveterate prejudices I have to exdrpate, to dig 
to the very roots, and show in a true picture of the state of luture, 
how much even natural inequality falls short in this state of that 
reality and influence which our writers ascribe to it. \ 

In fact, we may easily perceive that among the differences, v)^ch 
disdnguish men, several pass for natural, which are merely the work 
of habit and the different kinds of life adopted by men living in a 
social way. Thus a robust or delicate consdtution, and the strength 
and weakness which depend on it, are oftener produced by the 
hardy or effeminate manner in which a man has been brought up, 
than by the primidve consdtudon of his body. It is the same thus 
in regard to the forces of the mind; and education not only produces 
a difference between those minds which are cultivated and those 
which are not, but even increases that which is found among the 
first in proportion to their culture; for let a giant and a dwarf set 
out in the same path, the giant at every step will acquire a new 
advantage over the dwarf. Now, if we compare the prodigious! 
variety in the education and manner of living of the different orders 
of men in a civil state, with the simplicity and uniformity that pre- 
vails in the a nimal and savage life, where all the individuals make 
use of the same aliments, live in the same manner, and do exacdy the 
same things, we shall easily conceive how much the difference be- 
tween man and man in the state of nature must be less than in the 
state of society, and how much every inequality of institution must 
increase the natural inequalities of the human species. 

But though nature in the distribution of her gifts should really 
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affect all the preferences that are ascribed to her, what advantage 
could the most favoured derive from her partiality, to the pr^udice 
of others, in a state of things, vdiich scarce admitted any kind of 
relation between her pupils? Of what service can beauty be, where 
there is no love? What vnll wit avail people who don’t speak, or 
craft those who have no affairs to transact? Authors are constantly 
crying out, that the strongest would oppress the weakest; but let 
them explain what they mean by the word oppression. One man 
will rule with violence, another will groan under a constant subjec- 
tion to all his caprices: this is indeed precisely what I observe among 
us, but I don’t see how it can be said of savage men, into whose heads 
it would be a harder matter to drive even the meaning of the words 
domination and servitude. One man might, indeed, seize on the 
fruits which another had gathered, on the game which another 
had killed, on the cavern which another had occupied for shelter; but 
how is it possible he should ever exact obedience from him, and 
what chains of dependence can there be among men who possess 
nothing? If I am driven from one tree, I have nothing to do but look 
out for another; if one place is made uneasy to me, what can hinder 
me from taking up my quarters elsewhere? But suppose I should 
meet a man so much, superior to me in strength, and withal so 
wicked, so lazy and so barbarous as to oblige me to provide for his 
subsistence while he remains idle; he must resolve not to take his 
eyes from me a single moment, to bind me fast before he can take 
the least nap, lest I should kill him or give him the slip during his 
sleep: that is to say, he must expose himself voluntarily to much 
greater troubles than what he seeks to avoid, than any he gives me. 
And after all, let him abate ever so little of his vigilance; let him at 
some sudden noise but turn his head another way; I am already 
buried in the forest, my fetters are broke, and he never sees me agiun. 

But without insis tin g any longer upon these details, every one 
must see that, as the bonds of servitude are formed merely by the 
mutual dependence of men one upon another and the reciprocal 
necesaties which imite them, it is impossible for one man to en- 
slave another, without having first reduced him to a condition in 
which he can not live without the enslaver’s assistance; a conthtion 
which, as it does not exist in a state of nature, must leave every nuin 
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his own master, and tender the W of the stroi^est altog^er vain 
and useless. 

Having proved that the inequality, which may subsist b^ween 
man and man in a state of nature, is almost imperceivable, and that 
it has very litde influence, I must now proceed to show its origin, 
and trace its progress, in the successive developments of the human 
mind. After having showed, that perfectibility, the social virtues, 
and the other faculties, which natural man had received in potenHa, 
could never be developed of themselves, that iot that purpose there 
was a necessity for the fortuitous concurrence of several foreign 
causes, which might never happen, and without which he muA have 
eternally remained in his primitive condition; I must propped to 
consider and bring together the different accidents which may have 
perfected the human understanding by dd>asing the species, render a 
being wicked by rendering him sociable, and from so remote ayerm 
bring man, at last, and the world, to the point in which we no\V see 
them. 

I must own that, as the events I am about to describe might 
have happened many different ways, my choice of these I shall 
assign can be groimded on nothing but mere conjecture; but besides 
these conjectures becoming reasons, when they are not only the 
most probable that can be drawn from the nature of things, but the 
only means we can have of discovering truth, the consequence I 
mean to deduce from mine vrill not be merely conjectural, since, on 
the principles I have just established, it is impossible to form any 
other system, chat would not supply me with the same results, and 
from which I might not draw the same conclusions. 

This will authorize me to be the more concise in my reflections on 
the manner, in which the lapse of time makes amen^ for the litde 
verisimilitude of events; on the surprising power of very trivial 
causey when they act without intermission; on the impossibility 
there is on the one hand of destroying certain Hypotheses, if on the 
other we can not give them the degree of certainty which facts must 
be allowed to possess; on its being the business of history, when 
two facts are proposed, as real, to be connected by a chain of inter' 
mediate facts which are either unknown dr consider^ as such, to 
furnish such facts as may acttially connect them; and the business 
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of {^osqphy, when history is silent, to point out ^lar facts which 
may answo: die same purpose; in fine on the privilege of amilitude, 
in regard to events, to reduce facts to a much smaller number of 
diderent classes than is generally imagined. It suffices me to offier 
these objects to the consideration of my judges; it suffices me to 
have conducted my inquiry in such a manner as to save common 
readers the trouble of considering them. 



SECOND PART 


T he first man, who, after encloang a piece of ground, took 
it into Hs head to say, “This is tmne,” and found people 
simple enough to believe him, was the true founder of civil 
society. How many crimes, how many wars, how many murders, 
how many misfortunes and horrors, would that man have saved 
the human species, who pulling up* the stakes or filling dp the 
ditches should have cried to his fellows; Be sure not to listen to 
this imposter; you are lost, if you forget that the fruits of the\earth 
belong equally to us all, and the earth itself to nobodyl Bun it is 
highly probable that things were now come to such a pass> that|they 
could not continue much longer in the same way; for as this Vdea 
of property depends on several prior ideas which could only spring up 
gradually one after another, it was not formed all at once in the 
human mind: men must have made great progress; they must have 
acquired a great stock of industry and knowledge, and transmitted 
and increased it from age to age before they could arrive at this last 
term of the state of nature. Let us therefore take up things a little 
higher, and collect into one point of view, and in their most natural 
order, this slow succession of events and mental improvements. 

The first sentiment of man was that of his existence, his first care 
that of preserving it The productions of the earth yielded him all 
the assistance he required; instinct prompted him to make use of 
them. Among the various appetites, which made him at different 
times experience different modes of existence, there was one that ex- 
cited him to perpetuate his species; and this blind propensity, quite 
void of anything like pure love or affection, produced nothing but 
an act that was merely animal. The present heat once allayed, the 
sexes took no further notice of each other, and even the child ceased 
to have any tie in his mother, the moment he ceased to want her 
assistance. 

Such was the condition of infant man;~such was the life of an 
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animal confined at first to pure sensations, and so far from harbour- 
ing any thought of forcing her gifts from nature, that he scarcdy 
availed himself of those which she offered to him of her own accord. 
But difficulties soon arose, and there was a necessity for learning 
how to surmount them: the hd.ght of some trees, which prevented 
his reaching their fnuts; the competition of other animals equaUy 
fond of the same fruits; the fierceness of many that even aimed at his 
life; these were so many circumstances, which obliged him to apply 
to bodily exercise. There was a necessity for becoming active, sv^- 
footed, and sturdy in batde. The natural arms, which are stones and 
the branches of trees, soon offered themselves to his assistance. He 
learned to surmount the obstacles of nature, to contend in case of 
necessity with other animals, to dispute his subsistence even with 
other men, or indemnify himself for the loss of whatever he found 
himself obliged to part with to the strongest. 

In proportion as the human species grew more numerous, and 
extended itself, its pains likewise multiplied and increased. The 
difference of soils, climates and seasons, might have forced men to 
observe some difference in their way of living. Bad harvests, long 
and severe winters, and scorching summers which parched up all the 
fruits of the earth, required extraordinary exertions of industry. On 
the sea shore, and the banks of rivers, they invented the line and 
the hook, and became fishermen and ichthyophagous. In the forests 
they made themselves bows and arrows, and became huntsmen and 
warriors. In the cold countries they covered themselves with the 
skins of the beasts they had killed; thunder, a volcano, or some 
happy accident made them acquainted with fir^ a new resource 
against the rigours of winter: they discovered the method of pre- 
serving this element, then that of reproducing it, and lastly the 
way of preparing with it the flesh of animals, which heretofore they 
devoured raw from the carcass. 

This reiterated application of various beings to himself, and to 
one another, must have naturally engendered in the mind of man 
the idea of certain relations. These relations, which we express by 
the words, great, little, strong, weak, swift, sbw, fearful, bold, and the 
like, compared occasionally, and almost without thinking of it. 
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produced in him some kind of rejection, or rather a mt^hanifal 
prudence which pointed out to him the precautions mott eraential 
CO his preservation and safety. 

The new lights resulting from this development inaeased his 
superiority over other animals, by making him sensible of it. He 
laid himself out to ensnare them; he played them a thousand tricks; 
and though several surpassed him in strength or in swiftness, he 
in time became the master of those that could be of any service to 
him, and a sore enemy to those that could do him any mischief. 
’Tis thus, that the first look he gave into himself produced the |Brst 
emotion of pride in him; ’tis thus that, at a time he scarce knew now 
to distinguish between the different ranks of existence, by attriW- 
ing to his species the first rank among animals in general, he pre> 
pared himself at a distance to pretend to it as an individual amopg 
those of his own species in particular. \ 

Though other men were not to him what they are to us, and he 
had scarce more intercourse with them than with other animals, 
they were not overlooked in his observations. The conformities, 
which in time he might discover between them, and between him- 
self and his female, made him judge of those he did not percdve; 
and seeing that they all behaved as himself would have done ip 
^ilar circumstances, he concluded that their manner of thinking 
and willing was quite conformable to his own; and this important 
truth, when once engraved deeply on his mind, made him follow, 
by a presentiment as sure as any logic, and withal much quicker, 
the best rules of conduct, which for the sake of his own safety and 
advantage it was proper he should observe towards them. 

Instruaed by experience that the love of happiness is the sole 
principle of all hiunan actions, he found himself in a condition to 
distinguish the few cases, in which common interest might author- 
ize him to build upon the assistance of his fellows, and those still 
fewer, in which a competition of interests might justly render it 
suspected. In the first case he united with them in the same flock, 
or at most by some kind of free association which obliged none of its 
members, and lasted no longer than the tranaiory necessity that had 
given birth to it. In the second case every one aimed at his own 
private advantage, dther by open force if he found himself strong 
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enough, or by cunning and address if he thought himself too weak 
to use violence. 

Such was the manner in which men ought have insensiUy ac< 
quired some gross idea of their mutual engagements and the ad- 
vantage of fulfilling th^ but this only as far as their fnresent and 
sensible interett required; for as to foreaght they were utter strangers 
to it, and far from troubling their heads about a distant futurity, 
they scarce thought of the day foUowing. Was a dee: to be taken? 
Every one saw that to succeed he must faithfully stand to his post; 
but suppose a hare to have slipped by vnthin reach of any one of 
them, it is not to be doubted but he pursued it without scruple, and 
when he had seized his prey never reproached himself with having 
made his companions miss theirs. 

We may easily conceive that such an intercourse scarce required 
a more refined language than that of crows and monkeys, which 
flock together almost in the same manner. Inarticulate exclamations, 
a great many gestures, and some imitative sounds, must have been 
for a long time the universal language of mankind, and by joining 
to these in every country some articulate and conventional sounds, of 
which, as I have already hinted, it is not very easy to explain the 
institution, there arose particular languages, but rude, imperfect, 
and such nearly as are to be found at this day among several savage 
nations. My pen straightened by the rapidity of time, the abundance 
of things I have to say, and the almost insensible progress of the first 
improvements, flies like an arrow over numberless ages, for the 
slower the succession of events, the quicker I may allow myself to 
be in relating them. 

At length, these first improvements enabled man to improve at a 
greater rate. Industry grew perfect in proportion as the mind became 
more enlightened. Men soon ceasing to fall asleep under the first 
tree, or take shelter in the first cavern, lit upon some hard and sharp 
kinds of stone resem bling spades or hatchets, and enployed than to 
dig the ground, cut down trees, and with the branches build huts, 
vi^ch they afterwards bethought themselves of plastering ova with 
clay or dirt. This was the epoch of a first revolution, which produced 
the establishment and distinction of families, and which introduced 
a species of property, and along with it perhaps a thousand quarrels 
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and batdes. As the strongest however were probably the first to 
mak e themselves cabins, which they knew they were able to defend, 
we may conclude that the weak found it much shorter and safer 
to imitate than to attempt to dislodge them: and as to thos^ who 
were already provided with cabins, no one could have any great 
temptation to seize upon that of his neighbour, not so much be- 
cause it did not belong to him, as because it could be of no service 
to him; and as besides to make himself master of it, he must expose 
himself to a very sharp conflict with the present occupiers. 

The first developments of the heart* were the effects of a hew 
situation, which united husbands and wives, parents and chilmen, 
under one roof; the habit of living together gave birth to the svt^t- 
est sentiments the human species is acquainted with, conjugal wd 
paternal love. Every family became a little society, so much fhe 
more firmly united, as a mutual attachment and liberty were the 
only bonds of it; and it was now that the sexes, whose way of life 
had been hitherto the same, began to adopt different manners and 
customs. The women became more sedentary, and accustomed 
themselves to stay at home and look after the children, while the 
men rambled abroad in quest of subsistence fer the whole family. 
The two sexes likewise by living a litde more at their ease began tp 
lose somewhat of their usual ferocity and sturdiness; but if on the 
one hand individuals became less able to engage separately with wild 
beasts, they on the other were more easily got together to make a 
common resistance against them. 

In this new state of things, the simplicity and solitariness of man’s 
life, the limitedness of his wants, and the instruments which he had 
invented to satisfy them, leaving him a great deal of leisure, he 
employed it to supply himself with several conveniences unknown 
to his ancestors; and this was the first yoke he inadvmently im- 
posed upon himself, and the first source of mischief which he pre- 
pared for his children; for besides continuing in this manner to 
soften both body and mind, these conveniences having through use 
lost almost all their aptness to please, and even degenerated into real 
wants, the privation of them became far moire intolerable than the 
possession of them had been agreeable; to lose them was a mis- 
fixtune, to possess them no happiness. 
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Here we may a little better discover how the use of speeds in* 
sensibly commences or improves in the bosom of every &mily, and 
may likewise from conjectures concerning the manner in which 
clivers particular causes might have propagated language and ao* 
cderated its progress by rendering it every day more and more 
necessary. Great inundations or earthquakes surrounded inhabited 
districts with water or precipices, portions of the continent were by 
revolutions of the globe torn off and split into islands. It is obvious 
that among men thus collected, and forced to live together, a com- 
mon idiom must have started up much sooner, than among those 
who freely wandered through the forests of the main land. Thus 
it is very possible that the inhabitants of the islands formed in this 
manner , after their first essays in navigation, brought among us the 
use of speech; and it is very probable at least that sodety and lan- 
guages commenced in islands and even acquired perfection thare, 
before the inhab itants of the continent knew anything of either. 

Everything now begins to wear a new aspect. Those who hereto- 
fore wandered through the woods, by taking to a more settled way 
of lif^ gradually flock together, coalesce into several separate bodies, 
and at length form in every country disdnct nations, united in char- 
acter and manners, not by any laws or regulations, but by an uniform 
tngnfw»r of life, 3 sameness of proviaons, and the common influence 
of the dimatg. A permanent neighborhood mua at last infallibly 
create some connection between different families. The tranatory 
commerce required by nature soon produced, among the youth of 
both living in contiguous cabins, another kind of oommace, 
which besides being equally agreeable is rendered more durable by 
mutual intercourse. Men begin to consider different objects, and to 
make comparisons; they insensibly acquire ideas of merit and beauty, 
and these soon produce sentiments of preference. By sedng each 
other often they contract a habit, which makes it painful not to see 
each other always. Tender and agreeable sentiments steal into the 
soul, and are by the smallest opposition wound up into the most 
impetuous fury; Jealousy kindles with love; discord triumphs; 
and the gentlest of passions requires sacrifices of human blood to 
appease it. 

In proportion as ideas and sentiments succeed each other, and the 
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head and die heart ezerdse themselves, mm continue to diake off 
their original wildness, and their connections become more intimate 
and extensive. They now begin to assemble round a great tree: 
singing and dancing, the genuine offspring of love and leisure, be- 
come the amusement or rather the occupation of the men and 
women, free from care, thus gathered together. Every one begins to 
survey the rest, and wishes to be surveyed himself; and public esteem 
acquires a value. He who sings or dances best; the handsomest, the 
strongest, the most dexterous, the most eloquent, comes to be the 
most respected: this was the first step towards inequality, and a^ the 
same time towards vice. From these first preferences there procemed 
on one side vanity and contempt, on the other envy and shame; and 
the fermentation raised by these new leavens at length produ^ 
combinations fatal to happiness and innocence. \ 

Men no sooner began to set a value upon each other, and kncW 
what esteem was, than each laid claim to it, and it was no longer 
safe for any man to refuse it to another. Hence the first duties of 
civility and politeness, even among savages; and hence every volun- 
tary injury became an affront, as besides the mischief, which resisted 
from it as an injury, the party offended was sme to find in it a con- 
tempt for his person more intolerable than the mischief itself. Jt 
was thus that every man, punishing the contempt expressed for 
him by others in proportion to the value he set upon himself, the 
effects of revenge became terrible, and men learned to be sanguinary 
and cruel. Such precisely was the degree attained by most of the 
savage nations with whom we are acqiudnted. And it is for want 
sufficiently distinguishing ideas, and observing at how great a 
distance these people were from the first state of nature, that so many 
authors have hastily concluded that man is naturally crud, and re- 
quires a regular system of police to be reclaimed; whereas nothing 
can be more gende than he in his primitive state, when placed by 
nature at an equal distance from the stupidity of brutes, and the 
pernidous good sense of dvilized man; and equally confined by 
instinct and reason to the care of providing against the mischid 
which threatens him, he is withheld by natural compassion from 
doing any injury to others, so far from being ever so little prone 
even to return that which he has received. For according to the 
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axiom o£ the wise Locke^ Wh«e there is no fanperty* there can 
no injury. 

But we must take notice, that &e society now formed and 
relations now established among men required in diem qualities 
different frcnn those, which they derived from their primitive con- 
stitution; that as a sense of morality began to insinuate itsdf into 
human actions, and every man, before the enacting of laws, was the 
only judge and avenger of the injuries he had received, that good- 
ness of heart suitable to the pure state of nature by no means suited 
infant society; that it was necessary punishments should become 
severer in the same proportion that the opportunities of offending 
became more frequent, and the dread of vengeance add strength to 
the too weak curii of the law. Thus, though men were become less 
patient, and natural compassion had already suffered some alteration, 
this period of the development of the human faculties, holding a 
just mean between the indolence of the primitive sute, and the 
petulant activity of self-love, must have been the happiest and most 
durable epocL The more we reflect on this state, the more con- 
vinced we shall be, that it was the least subject of any to revolutions, 
the best for man, and that nothing could have drawn him out of it 
but some fatal accident, which, for the public good, should never have 
happened. The example of the savages, most of whom have been 
found in this condition, seems to ojnflrm that mankind was formed 
ever to remain in it, that this condition is the real youth of the 
world, and that all ulterior improvements have been so many steps, in 
appearance towards the perfection of individuals, but in fact towards 
the decrepitness of the species. 

As long as men remained satisfied with their rustic cabins; as kmg 
as they confined themselves to the use of clothes made of the skins 
of other animals, and the use of thorns and fish-bones, in putting 
these skins together; as long as they continued to consider feathers 
and shells as suflident ornaments, and to paint their bodies of dif- 
ferent colours, to improve or ornament their bows and arrows, to 
form and scoop out with sharp-edged stones some little fitting 
boats, or clumsy instruments of music; in a word, as long as they 
undeitook such vrorks only as a single person could finish, and stuck 
to such arts as did not require the-jcnnt endeavours of selVmal hands. 
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they lived hee, heakhy, honest and happy, as much as their nature 
•^tould admit, and continued to enjoy with each other all the pleas- 
^iiues an iiAdq>endent intercourse; but from the moment one man 
b^gan to stand in need of another’s assistance; from the moment it 
appeared an advantage for one man to possess the quantity of provi- 
sions requisite for two, all equality vanished; property started up; 
labour became necessary; and boundless forests became smiling fields, 
which it was found necessary to water with human sweat, and in 
which slavery and misery were soon seen to sprout out and grow 
with the fruits of the ear^. j 

Metallurgy and agriculture were the two arts whose inveimon 
produced this great revolution. With the poet, it is gold and silver, 
but with the philosopher it is iron and corn, which have dviliaed 
men, and ruined mankind. Accordingly both one and the other 
were unknown to the savages of America, who for that very reason 
have always continued savages; nay other nations seem to have 
continued in a state of barbarism, as long as they continued to 
exercise one only of these arts without the other; and perhaps one 
of the best reasons that can be assigned, why Europe has been, if 
not earlier, at least more constantly and better civilized than the 
other quarters of the world, is that she both abounds most in irop 
and is best qualified to produce corn. 

It is a very difficult matter to tell how men came to know anything 
of iron, and the art of employing it: for we are not to suppose that 
they should of themselves think of digging it out of the mines, and 
preparing it for fusion, before they knew what could be the result of 
such a process. On the other hand, there is the less reason to attri- 
bute this discovery to any accidental fire, as mines are formed no- 
where but in dry and barren places, and such as are bare of trees 
and plants, so that it looks as if nature had taken pains to keep from 
us so mischievous a secret Nothing therefore remains but the 
extraordinary circumstance of some volcano, which, belching forth 
metallic substances ready fused, might have given the spectators a 
notion of imitating that operation of nature; and after all we must 
suppose them endued wifo an extraordinary stock of courage and 
foresight to undertake so painful a work, and have, at so great a 
distance, an eye to the advantages they might derive from it; qualities 
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scarcely suitable but to heads more exerdsed, than diose 
discova:«rs can be supposed to have been. 

As to agriculture, the prindples of it were known a long time 
fore the practice of it took place, and it is hardly possible that men, 
constantly employed in drawing thdr sub^ence from trees and 
plants, should not have early hit on the means employed by nature 
for the generation of vegetables; but in all probability it was very 
late before their industry took a turn that way, either because trees, 
which with thdr land and water game supplied them with suffident 
food, did not require thdr attention; or because they did not know 
the use of corn; or because they had no instruments to cultivate it; or 
because they were destitute of foresight in regard to future necessities; 
or in fine, because they wanted means to hinder others from running 
away with the fruit of thdr labours. We may believe that on thdr 
becoming more industrious they began their agriculture by cultivat* 
ing with sharp stones and pointed sticks a few pulse or roots about 
thdr cabins; and that it was a long time before they knew the 
method of preparing corn, and were provided with instruments nec- 
essary to raise it in large quantities; not to mention the necessity 
there is, in order to follow this occupation and sow lands, to con- 
sent to lose something at present to gain a great deal hereafter; a 
precaution very fordgn to the turn of man’s mind in a savage state, 
in which, as I have already taken notice he can hardly foresee his 
wants from morning to night. 

For this reason the invention of other arts must have been neces- 
sary to oblige mankind to apply to that of agriculture. As soon as 
men were wanted to fuse and forge iron, others were wanted to main- 
tain them. The more hands were employed in manufactures, the 
fewer hands were left to provide subsistence for all, though the 
number of mouths to be supplied with food continued the same; 
and as some required commodities in exchange for thdr iron, the 
rest at last found out the method of making iron subservient to the 
multiplication of commodities. Hence on the one hand husbandry 
and agriculture, and on the other the art of working metals and of 
multiplying the uses of them. 

To the rilling of the earth the distribution of it necessaruy rac- 
and to property one acknowledged, the first rules of justice: 
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£or to secure every man his own, every man must have somediing. 
vlivCoreover, as men b^;an to extend their views to futurity, and all 
found thanselves in possession of more or less goods capable of 
being lost, every one in particular had reason to fear, lest reprisals 
should be made on him for any injury he might do to others. This 
origin is so much the more natural, as it is impossible to conceive 
how property can flow from any other source but industry; for what 
can a man add but his labour to things which he has not made, in 
order to acquire a property in them?^ ’Tis the labour of the hands 
alone, which giving the husbandman a' title to the produce of the land 
he has tilled gives him a title to the land itself, at least till helhas 
gathered in the fruits of it, and so on from year to year; and ms 
enjoyment forming a continued possession is easily transformed into 
a property. The ancients, says Grotius, by giving to Ceres the epit^^et 
of Legidatrix, and to a festival celebrated in her honour the name bf 
Thesmorphoria, insinuated that the distribution of lands produced 
a new kind of right; that is, the right of property different from that 
which results from the law of nature. 

Things thus circumstanced might have remained equal, if men’s 
talents had been equal, and if, for instance, the use of iron, and the 
consumption of commodities had always held an exact proportion to 
each other; but as this proportion had no support, it was soon broken. 
The man that had most strength performed most labour; the most 
dexterous turned his labour to best account; the most ingenious 
found out methods of lessening his labour; the husbandman required 
more iron, or the smith more corn, and while both worked equally, 
one earned a great deal by his labour, while the other could scarce 
live by his. It is thus that natural inequality insensibly unfolds itself 
with that arising from a variety of combinations, and that the dif- 
ference among men, developed by the difference of their drcum- 
stances, becomes more sensible, more permanent in its effects, and 
b^ns to influence in the same proportion the condition of private 
parsons. 

Ihings once arrived at this period, it is aanasy matter to imagine 
the rest I shall not stop to describe the successive invoitions of other 
arts, the progress of language, the trial and employments of talents, 
the inequality of fortunes, the use or abuse of riches, nor aU the doails 
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which follow thesC) .^nd which every one may easily supply* I 
shall just give a^ glance at mankind placed in this new order of 
things. 

Behold then all our faculties developed; our memory and imagine** 
tion at work, self-love interested; reason rendered active; and the 
mind almost arrived at the utmost bounds of that perfection it is 
capable of. Behold all our natural qualities put in motion; the rank 
and condition of every man established, not only as to the quantum 
of property and the power of serving or hurting others, but likewise 
as to genius, beauty, strength or address, merit or talents; and as 
these were the only qualities which could command respect, it was 
found necessary to have or at least to affect them. It was requisite 
for men to be thought what they really were not. To be and to 
appear became two very different things, and from this distinction 
sprang pomp and knavery, and all the vices which form their train. 
On the other hand, man, heretofore free and independent, was now 
in consequence of a multitude of new wants brought under sub- 
jection, as it were, to all nature, and especially to his fellows, whose 
slave in some sense he became even by becoming their master; if 
rich, he stood in need of* their services, if poor, of their assistance; 
even mediocrity itself could not enable him to do without them. He 
must therefore have been continually at work to interest them in his 
happiness, and make them, if not really, at least apparently find 
their advantage in labouring for his: this rendered him sly and 
artful in his dealings with some, imperious and cruel in his dealings 
with others, and laid him under the necessity of using ill all those 
whom he stood in need of, as often as he could not awe them into a 
compliance with his will, and did not find it his interest to purchase 
it at the expense of real services. In fine, an insatiable ambition, the 
rage of raising their relative fortunes, not so much through real neces- 
sity, as to over-top others, inspire all men with a wicked inclination to 
injure each other, and with a secret jealousy so much the more 
dangerous, as to carry its point with the greater security, it often 
puts on the face of benevolence. In a word, sometimes nothing was 
to be seen but a contention of endeavours on the one hand, and an 
opposition of interests on the other, while a secret desire of thriving 
at the expense of others constantly prevailed. Such were the first 
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effects of property, and the insepar4>le attiadants of infant in- 
equality. 

Riches, before the invention of signs to represent them, could 
scarce consist in anything but lands and catde, the only real goods 
which men can possess. But when estates increased so much in 
number and in extent as to take in whole countries and touch each 
other, it became impossible for one man to aggrandise himself but 
at the expense of some other; and the supernumerary inhabitants, 
who were too weak or too indolent to make such acquisitions in ^eir 
turn, impoverished without losing ai^^ng, because while every- 
thing about them changed they alone remained the same, were 
obliged to receive or force their subsistence from the hands off the 
rich. And hence began to flow, according to the different characters 
of each, domination and slavery, or violence and rapine. The fich 
on thdr side scarce began to taste the pleasure of commanding, 
when they preferred it to every other; and making use of their old 
slaves to acquire new ones, they no longer thought of anything but 
subduing and enslaving their neighbours; like those ravenous wolves, 
who having once tasted human flesh, despise every other food, and 
devour nothing but men for the future. 

It is thus that the most powerful or the most wretched, respec- 
tively considering their power and wretchedness as a kind of tide to 
the substance of others, even equivalent to that of property, the 
equality once broken was followed by the most shocking disorders. 
It is thus that the usurpations of the rich, the pillagings of the poor, 
and the unbridled passions of all, by stifling the cries of natural 
compassion, and the as yet feeble voice of jusdce, rendered man 
avaricious, wicked and ambidous. There arose between the dde of 
the strongest, and that of the first occupier a perpetual conflict, which 
always ended in battery and bloodshed. Infant society became a 
scene of the most horrible warfare: Mankind thus debased and 
harassed, and no longer able to retreat, or renounce the imhappy 
acquisidons it had made; labouring, in short merely to its con- 
fusion by the abuse of those faculdes, which in themsdves do it so 
much honour, brought itsdf to the very brink of ruin and destruc- 
tion. 
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AttomtiS woifitate^ifnaU, divesque muerque, 

Effugfre optat opes; et quse modd vooeret, odit. 

But It IS impos^ie that men should not sooner or later have 
reactions on so wretched a situation, and upon the calanudes with 
which they were overwhelmed. The rich in particular must have 
soon perceived how much they suffered by a perpetual war, o£ 
which they abne supported all the expense, and in which, though 
all risked life, they alone risked any substance. Besides, whatever 
colour they might pretend to give their usurpations, they sufficiently 
saw that these usurpations were in the main founded upon 
and precarious titles, and that what they had acquired by mere 
force, others could again by mere force wrest out of their hands^ 
without leaving them the least room to complain of such a pro- 
ceeding. Even those, who owed all their riches to their own industry, 
could scarce ground their acquisitions upon a better tide. It availed 
them nothing to say, ’Twas 1 built this wall; I acquired this spot by 
my labour. Who traced it out for you, another might objea, and 
what right have you to expect payment at our expense for doing 
that we did not oblige you to do? Don’t you know that numbers 
of your brethren perish, Or suffer grievously for want of what you 
possess more than suffices nature, and that you should have had the 
express and unanimous consent of mankind to appropriate to your- 
self of their common, more than was requisite for your private 
subsistence? Destitute of solid reasons to justify, and sufficient force 
to defend himself; crushing individuals with ease, but with equal 
ease crushed by numbers; one against all, and unable, on account 
of mutual jealousies, to unite with his equals against banditti united 
by the common hopes of pillage; the rich man, thus pressed by 
necessity, at last conceived the deepest project that ever entered 
the human mind: this was to employ in his favour the very forces 
that attat^ked him, to make allies of his enemies, to inspire them with 
other maxims, and make them adopt other institutions as favour- 
able to his pretenaons, as the law of nature was unfavourable to 
them. 

With this view, after laying before his ndghbours all the horrors 
of a situation, which armed them all one against another, which 
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rendered their possessions as burdens|nie as^dr wants were in* 
tolerable, and in which no one could expect an/ safety either in 
poverty or riches, he easily invented specious arguments to bring 
them over to his purpose. “Let us unite,” said he, “to secure the 
weak from oppresaon, restrain the and}itious, and secure to evoy 
man the possesaon of what belongs to him: Let us form rules of 
justice and peace, to which all may be obliged to conform, which 
shall not except persons, but may in some sort make amends for 
the caprice of fortune, by submitting alike the powerful and. the 
weak to the observance of mutual duti^. In a word, instead of mrn* 
ing our forces against ourselves, 1^ us collect them into a soverdgn 
power, which may govern us by wise laws, may protect and de^d 
all the members of the association, repel common enemies, ^d 
maintain a perpetual concord and harmony among us.” \ 

Much fewer words of this kind were sufficient to draw in a pardel 
of rustics, whom it was an easy matter to impose upon, who had 
besides too many quarrels among themselves to live without arbiters, 
and too much avarice and ambition to live long without masters. 
All offered their necks to the yoke in hopes of securing their liberty; 
for though they had sense enough to perceive the advantages of a 
political constitution, they had not experience enough to see before- 
hand the dangers of it; those among them, who were best qualified 
to foresee abuses, were precisely those who expected to benefit by 
them; even the soberest judged it requisite to sacrifice one part of 
their liberty to ensure the other, as a man, dangerously wounded in 
any of his limb^ readily parts with it to save the rest of his body. 

Such was, or must have been, had man been left to himself, the 
origin of society and of the laws, which increased the fetters of 
the weak, and the strength of the rich; irretrievably destroyed 
natural liberty, fixed for ever the laws of property and inequality; 
changed an artful usurpation into an irrevocable title; and ffir the 
benefit of a few ambitious individuals subjected the rest of mankind 
to perpetual labour, servitude, and misery. We may easily concave 
how the establishment of a single society rendered that of all the rest 
absolutely necessary, and how, to make head against united forces, 
it became necessary for the rest of m ankind to unite in thar turn. 
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Societies once formed in thit! manner, soon multiplied or spread to 
such a degree as to cover the face of the earth; and not to leave a 
comer in the v«diole universe, where a man could throw off the yoke, 
and withdraw his head from under the often ill-conducted sword 
which he saw perpttually hanging over it. The dvil law 1»ing 
thus become the common rule of citizens, the law of nature no 
longer obtained but among the different societies, in which, under 
the name of the law of nations, it was qualified ^ some tadt con- 
ventions to render omnmerce posable, and supply the place of 
natural compassion, which, bang by degrees all that infliigncft over 
sodeties which it originally had over individuals, no longer OTist* 
but in some great souls, who consider themselves as dozens of the 
world, and forcing the imaginary barriers that separate people from 
people^ idter the example of the Sovereign Being from whom we 
all derive our existence, make the whole human race the objed; of 
their benevolence. 

Political bodies, thus remaining in a state of nature among 
themsdves, soon experienced the inconveniences which had obliged 
individuals to quit it; and this state became much more fatal to these 
great bodies, than it had been before to the individuals which now 
composed them. Hence those national wars, those battles, those 
murders, those reprisals, which make nature shudder and shock 
reason; hence all those horrible prqudices, which make it a virtue 
and an honour to shed human blood. The worthiest men learned 
to consider the cutting the throats of their felbws as a duty; at 
length men began to butcher each other by thousands without know- 
ing for what; and more murders were committed in a single action, 
and more horrible disorders at the taking of a singb town, than 
had been committed in the state of nature during ages together 
upon the whob face of the earth. Such are the first effects we may 
conceive to have arisen from the division of mankind into diiSerent 
societies. Let us return to dieir institution. 

I know that several writers have assigned other origins of political 
soci^; as for inutanre, the conquests of the powerful, or the union 
of the weak; and it is no matter which of these causes we adqpt 
in regard to what I am gmng to establish; that, bots^er, which 1 
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have just laid down, seems to me the most natural, for the following 
reasons: First, because^ in the first case, the right of conquest being 
in fact no right at ail, it could not serve as a foundation for any 
other right, the conqueror and the conquered ever remaining with 
respea to earii other in a state of war, unless the conquered, re- 
stored to the full possession of their liberty, should freely choose their 
conqueror for their chief. Till then, whatever capitulations might 
have been made between them, as these capitulations were founded 
upon violence, and of course de facto null and void, there could not 
have existed in this hypothesis either a true society, or a poutical 
body, or any other law but that of the strongest. Second, bemuse 
these words strong and weak, are ambiguous in the second mse; 
for during the interval between the establishment of the righ^ of 
property or prior occupation and that of political government, ^e 
meaning of these terms is better expressed by the words poor and 
rich, as before the establishment of laws men in reality had no other 
means of reducing their equals, but by invading the property of 
these equals, or by parting with some of their own property to them. 
Third, because the poor having nothing but their liberty to lose, it 
would have been the height of madness in them to give up willingly 
the only blessing they had left without obtaining some consider- 
ation for it: whereas the rich being sensible, if I may say so, in 
every part of their possessions, it was much easier to do them 
misdii^, and therefore more incumbent upon them to guard against 
it; and because, in fine, it is but reasonable to suppose, that a thing 
has been invented by him to whom it could be of service rather than 
by him to whom it must prove detrimental. 

Government in its infancy had no regular and permanent form. 
For want of a sufficient fund of philosophy and experience, men 
could see no further than the present inconveniences, and never 
thought of providing remedies for future ones, but in proportion as 
they arose. In spite of all the labours of the wisest l^slators, the 
political state still continued imperfect, because it was in a manner 
the work of chance; and, as the foundations-of it were ill laid, time;, 
though sufficient to discover its defects and suggest the remedies fi>r 
them, could never mend its ori^nal vices. Men were continually 
repairing; whereas, to erect a good edifice they should have begun 
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as Lycurgus did at Sparta, by clearing the area, and removing the old 
materials. Society at first consisted merely of some general con- 
ventions which all the members bound themselves to observe^ and 
for the performance of which the whole body became security to 
every individuaL Experience was necessary to show the great weak- 
ness of such a constitution, and how easy it was for those, who in- 
fringed it, to escape the conviction or chastisement of &ults, of 
which the public alone was to be both the witness and the judge; 
the laws could not fail of bdng eluded a thousand ways; incon- 
veniences and disorders could not but multiply continually, till it 
was at last found necessary to think of committing to private per- 
sons the dangerous trust of public authority, and to magistrates the 
care of enforcing obedience to the people: for to say that chiefs were 
elected before confederacies were formed, and that the ministers of 
the laws existed before the laws themselves, is a supposition too 
ridiculous to deserve I should seriously refute it. 

It would be equally unreasonable to imagine that men at first 
threw themselves into the arms of an absolute master, without any 
conditions or consideration on his side; and that the first means 
contrived by jealous and unconquered men for their common safety 
was to run hand over head into slavery. In fact, why did they give 
themselves superiors, if it was not to be defended by them against 
oppression, and protected in their lives, liberties, and properties, 
which are in a manner the constitutional elements of their being? 
Now in the relations between man and man, the worst that can 
happen to one man being to see himself at the discretion of another, 
would it not have been contrary to the dictates of good sense to begin 
by ma king over to a chief the only things for the preservation of 
which they stood in need of his assistance? What equivalent could 
he have offered them for so fine a privilege? And had he pre- 
sumed to exact it on pretense of defending them, would he not have 
immediately received the answer in the apologue? What worse 
treatment can we expect from an enemy? It is therefore past dispute, 
and indeed a fundamental maxim of political law, that people gave 
themselves chiefs to d^end their liberty and not be enslaved by them. 
If we have a prince, stud Pliny to Trajan, it is in order t^t he may 
keep us from having a master. 
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Political writm argue in regard to die love of liberty with the 
same pbilosojdiy that philosophers do in regard to t^ state of 
nature; by the things they see they judge of things very different 
which they have never seen, and they attribute to men a natural in- 
clination to slavery, on account of the padence with which the 
slaves within thdr nodce carry the yoke; not reflecting that it is 
with liberty as with innocence and virtue^ the value of which is 
not known but by those who possess than, though the relish for 
them is lost with die things themselves.' I know the charms of /your 
country, said Brasidas to a satrap who was comparing the lire of 
the Spartans with that of the Persepolites; but you can not Imow 
the pleasures of mine. 

As an utdiroken courser erects his mane, paws the ground, ^nd 
rages at the bare sight of the bit, while a trained horse padendy 
fers both whip and spur, just so the barbarian will never reach his 
neck to the yoke which civilized man carries without murmuring 
but prefers the most stormy liberty to a calm subjecdon. It is not 
ther^ore by the servile disposidon of enslaved nations that we must 
judge of the natural disposidons of man for or against slavery, but 
by the prodigies done by every free people to secure themselves froim 
oppression. I know that the first are constandy crying up that peace 
and tranquillity they enjoy in their irons, and that tniserrimam 
servitutem pacein appellant: but when I see the others sacrifice 
pleasures, peace, riches, power, and even life itself to the preserva- 
don of that single jewel so much slighted by those who have lost it; 
when I see free-born animals through a natural abhorrence of cap- 
dvity dash their brains out against the bars of their [Hison; when I 
see muldtudes of naked savages despise European pleasures, and 
brave hunger, fire and sword, and death itself to preserve their inde- 
pendency; I feel that it belongs not to slaves to argue conconing 
liberty. 

As to paternal authority, from which several have derived absolute 
government and every odter mode of society, it is sufScient, without 
having recoturse to Locke and Sidney, to ob^rve that nothing in the 
worid differs more from the cruel ^irit of despotism, than the 
gendeness of that authority, which looks more to the advantage of 
him who obeys than to the utility of him who commands ; that by the 
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law of nature the father continues master of his child no Imiger 
the child stands in need of his assistance; that after that- t^tn they 
become equal, and that then the son, entirely of the 

father, owes him no obedience^ but only respect. Gratitude is indeed 
a duty which we are botmd to pay, but which benefactors can not 
exact. Instead of saying that dvil society is derived &om ptwnal 
authority, we should rather say that it is to the former that the 
latter owes its principal force: No one individual was acknowledged 
as the father of several other individuals, till they setded about him. 
The father’s goods, which he can indeed dispose of as he pleases, are 
the ties which hold his children to their dependence upon him, and 
he may divide his substance among them in proportion as they shall 
have deserved his attention by a continual dderence to his com- 
mands. Now the subjects of a despotic chie^ far from having any 
such favour to expect from him, as both themselves and all they 
have are his property, or at least are considered by him as such, are 
obliged to receive as a favour what he relinquishes to them of their 
own property. He does them justice when he strips them; he treats 
them with mercy when he suffers them to live. By continuing in 
this manner to compare facts with right, we should discover as litde 
solidity as truth in the voluntary establishment of tyranny; and it 
would be a hard matter to prove the validity of a contract which was 
binding only on one side, in which one of the parties should stake 
everything and the other nothing, and which could turn out to the 
prejudice of him alone who had bound himself. 

llus odious system is even, at this day, far from being that of wise 
and good monarchs, and especially of the kings of France^ as may be 
seen by divers passages in their edicts, and particularly by that of a 
celebrated piece published in 1667 in the name and by the orders of 
Louis XIV. "Let it therefore not be said that the soveragn is not 
subject to the laws of his realm, nnce, that he is, is a maxim of the 
law of nations which flattery has sometimes attacked, but sidudi 
goad princes have always defended as the tutelary divinity of thdr 
realms. How mudi more reasonable is it to say with the sage Plato, 
that the perfect happiness of a state conasts in the sifl>jects obeying 
thdr prince, the prince obeying the laws, and the laws l^g equi- 
table and always directed to the good of the public? 1 diw not stop 
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to consider, if, liberty being the most noble faculty of man, it is not 
degrading one’s nature, reducing one’s self to the level of brutes, who 
are the slaves of instinct, and even offending the author of one^s 
being, to renounce without reserve the most precious of his gifts, 
and submit to the commission of all the crimes he has forbid us, 
merely to gratify a mad or a cruel master; and if this sublime artist 
ought to be more irritated at seeing his work destroyed than at seeing 
it dishonoured. I shall only ask what right those, who were not 
afraid thus to degrade themselves, could have to subject their de- 
pendants to the same ignominy, and renounce, in the name of their 
posterity, blessings for which it is not indebted to their liberality, and 
without which life itself must appear a*blirthen to all those who are 
worthy to live. \ 

PuSendorf says that, as we can transfer our property from one 
to another by contracts and conventions, we may likewise diveljt 
ourselves of our liberty in favour of other men. This, in my opinioiL 
is a very poor way of arguing; for, in the first place, the property I 
cede to another becomes by such cession a thing quite foreign to me, 
and the abuse of which can no way affect me; but it concerns me 
gready that my liberty is not abused, and I can not, without incur- 
ring the guilt of the crimes I may be forced to commit, expose myself 
to become the instrument of any. Besides, the right of property 
being of mere human convention and institution, every man may. 
dispose as he pleases of what he possesses: But the case is otherwise 
with regard to the essential gifts of nature, such as life and liberty, 
which every man is permitted to enjoy, and of which it is doubtful at 
least whether any man has a right to divest himself: By giving up 
the one, we degrade our being; by giving up the other we annihilate 
it as much as it is our power to do so; and as no temporal enjoyments 
can indemnify us for the loss of either, it would be at once offending 
both nature and reason to renounce them for any consideration. But 
though we could transfer our liberty as we do our substance, the 
difference would be very great with regard to our children, who 
enjoy our substance but by a cession of our right; whereas liberty 
being a blessing, which as men they hold from nature, their parents 
have no rig^t to strip them of it; so that as to establish slavery it was 
necessary to do violence to nature, so it was necessary to alter nature 
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to perpetuate such a right; and the jurisconsults, who have gravely 
pronounced that the child of a slave comes a slave into the world, 
have in other words decided, that a man does not come a man into 
the world. 

It therefore appears to me incontestably true, that not only govern- 
ments did not begin by arbitrary power, which is but the corruption 
and extreme term of government, and at length brings it back to the 
law of the strongest, against which governments were at first the 
remedy, but even that, allowing they had commenced in this manner, 
such power being illegal in itself could never have served as a founda- 
tion to the rights of society, nor of course to the inequality of 
institution. 

I shall not now enter upon the inquiries which still remain to be 
made into the nature of the fundamental pacts of every kind of 
government, but, following the common opinion, confine myself in 
this place to the establishment of the political body as a real con- 
ttact between the multitude and the chiefs elected by it. A contract 
by which both parties oblige themselves to the observance of the 
laws that are therein stipulated, and form the bands of their union. 
The multitude having, on occasion of the social relations between 
them, concentered all their wills in one person, all the articles, in 
regard to which this will explains itself, become so many funda- 
mental laws, which oblige without exception ail the members of the 
state, and one of which laws regulates the choice and the power of 
the magistrates appointed to look to the execution of the rest. This 
power extends to everything that can maintain the constitution, but 
extends to nothing that can alter it. To this power are added honours, 
that may render the laws and the ministers of them respectable; and 
the persons of the ministers are distinguished by certain prerogatives, 
which may make them amends for the great fatigues inseparable 
from a good administration. The magistrate, on his side, obliges 
himself not to use the power with which he is intrusted but conform- 
ably to the intention of his constituents, to maintain every one of 
them in the peaceable possession of his property, and upon aU occa- 
sions prefer the good of the public to his own private interest. 

Before experience had demonstrated, or a thorough knowledge 
of the human heart had pointed out, the abuses inseparable from 
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such a constitution, it must have appeared so much the more per- 
fect as those appointed to look to its preservation were diemsdves 
most concerned therein; for magistracy and its rights being buik 
soldiy on the fundamental laws, as soon as these ceased to exist, the 
magistrates would cease to be lawful, the people would no longer be 
bound to obey them, and, as the essence of the state did not consist 
in the magistrates but in the laws, the members of it would imme- 
diatdy become entitled to their primitive and natural liberty. 

A Uttle reflection would afford us new arguments in confirmation 
of this truth, and the nature of the contract might alone convince us 
that it can not be irrevocable: for if there was no superior power 
capable of guaranteeing the fidelity of £he contracting parties and of 
obliging them to fulfil their mutual engagements, they would remain 
sole judges in their own cause, and each of them would always mve 
a right to renounce the contract, as soon as he discovered that me 
other had broke the conditions of it, or that these conditions ceaud 
to suit his private convenience. Upon this principle, the right of 
abdication may probably be founded. Now, to consider as we do 
nothing but what is human in this institution, if the magistrate, who 
has all the power in his own hands, and who appropriates to himself 
all the advantages of the contract, has notwithstanding a right to 
divest himself of his authority; how much a better right must the 
people, who pay for all the faults of its chiei^ have to renounce their 
dependence upon him . But the shocking dissensions and disorders 
without number, which would be the necessary consequence of so 
dangerous a privilege, show more than anything else how much 
human governments stood in need of a more solid basis than that 
of mere reason, and how necessary it was for the public tranquillity, 
that the will of die Almighty should interpose to give to sovereign 
authority, a sacred and inviolable character, which should deprive 
subjects of the mischievous right to dispose of it to whom they 
pleased. If mankind had received no other advantages &om religion, 
this alone would be sufficient to make them adopt and cherish it, 
since it is the means of saving more blood than fanadcism has been 
the cause of spilling. But to resume the thread of our hypothesis. 

The various forms of government owe their origin to the various 
degrees of inequality between the members, at the time they first 
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coalesced into a political body. Where a man happened to be <»nin^t 
for power, for virtue, for riches, or for credit, he became sole magis- 
trate, and the state assumed a monarchical form; if many of pretty 
equal enunence out-topped all the rest, they were joindy elected, and 
this election produced an aristocracy; those, between whose fortune 
or talents there happened to be no such disproportion, and who had 
deviated less from the state of nature, retained in common the 
supreme administration, and formed a democracy. Time demon- 
strated which of these forms suited mankind best. Some remained 
altogether subject to the laws; others soon bowed their necks to 
masters. The former laboured to preserve their liberty; the latter 
thought of nothing but invading that of their neighbours, jealous 
at seeing others enjoy a blessing which themselves had lost. In a 
word, riches and conquest fell to the share of the one, and virtue and 
happiness to that of the other. 

In these various modes of government the offices at first were all 
elective; and when riches did not preponderate, the preference was 
given to merit, which gives a natural ascendant, and to age, which is 
the parent of deliberateness in council, and experience in execution. 
The ancients among the Hebrews, the Geronts of Sparta, the Senate 
of Rome, nay, the very etymology of our word seigneur, show how 
much gray hairs were formerly respected. The oftener the choice 
fell upon old men, the oftener it became necessary to repeat it, and 
the more the trouble of such repetitions became sensible; electioneer- 
ing took place; factions arose; the parties contracted ill-blood; civil 
wars blazed forth; the lives of the citizens were sacrificed to the 
pretended happiness of the state; and things at last came to such a 
pass, as to be ready to relapse into their primitive confusion. The 
ambition of the principal men induced them to take advantage of 
these circumstances to perpetuate the hitherto temporary charges in 
their families; the people dready inured to dependence, accustomed 
to ease and the conveniences of life, and too much enervated to 
break their fetters, consented to the increase of their slavery for the 
sake of securing their tranquillity; and it is thus that chiefs, become 
hereditary, contracted the habit of considering magistracies as a 
family estate, and themselves as proprietors of diose communities, of 
which at first they were but mere officers; to call their £dk>w<dtize&s 
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their slaves; to look upon them, like so many cows or sheep, as a part 
of their substance; and to style themselves the peers of Gods, and 
Kings of Kings. 

By pursuing the progress of inequality in these different revolu* 
tions, we shall discover that the establishment of laws and of the 
right of property was the first term of it; the institution of magis- 
trates the second; and the third and last the changing of legal into 
arbitrary power; so that the different states of rich and poor were 
authorized by the first epoch; those of powerful and weak by the 
second; and by the third those of master and slave, which formed 
the last degree of inequality, and the term in which all the rest at 
last end, till new revolutions entirely^ dissolve the government, or 
bring it back nearer to its legal constitution. \ 

To conceive the necessity of this progress, we are not so mum to 
consider the motives for the establishment of political bodies as 
the forms these bodies assume in their administration; and thetin- 
conveniences with which they are essentially attended; for those 
vices, which render social institutions necessary, are the same which 
render the abuse of such institutions unavoidable; and as (Sparta 
alone excepted, whose laws chiefiy regarded the education of chil- 
dren, and where Lycurgus established such manners and customs, as 
in a great measure made laws needless,) the laws, in general less 
strong than the passions, restrain men without changing them; jit 
would be no hard matter to prove that every government, which 
carefully guarding against all alteration and corruption should scru- 
pulously comply with the ends of its institution, was unnecessarily 
instituted; and that a country, where no one either eluded the laws, 
or made an ill use of magistracy, required neither laws nor magis- 
trates. 

Political distinctions are necessarily attended with civil distinc- 
tions. The inequality between the people and the chiefs increase so 
fast as to be soon felt by the private members, and appears among 
them in a thousand shapes according to their passions, their talents, 
and the circumstances of affairs. The magistrate can not usurp any 
illegal power without making himself creatures, with whom he must 
divide it. Besides, the citizens of a free state suffer themselves to be 
oppressed merely in proportion as, hurried on by a blind ambition. 
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and looking rather below than above them, they come to bve 
authority more than independence. When they submit to fetters, ’tis 
only to be the better able to fetter others in their turn. It is no easy 
matter to make him obey, who does not wish to command; and the 
most refined policy would find it impossible to subdue those men, 
who only desire to be independent; but inequality easily gains ground 
among base and ambitious souls, ever ready to run the risks of 
fortune, and almost indifferent whether they command or obey, as 
she proves either favourable or adverse to them. Thus then there 
must have been a time, when the eyes of the people were bewitched 
to such a d^ee, that their rulers needed only to have said to the 
most pitiful wretch, “Be great you and all your posterity,” to make 
him immediately appear great in the eyes of every one as well as in 
his own; and his descendants took still more upon them, in propor- 
tion to their removes from him: the more distant and uncertain the 
cause, the greater the effect; the longer line of drones a family pro- 
duced, the more illustrious it was reckoned. 

Were this a proper place to enter into details, I could easily explain 
in what manner inequalities in point of credit and authority become 
unavoidable among private persons the moment that, united into 
one body, they are obliged to compare themselves one with another, 
and to note the differences which they find in the continual use every 
man must make of his neighbour. These differences are of several 
kinds; but riches, nobility or rank, power and personal merit, being 
in general the principal distinctions, by which men in society measure 
oarh other, I could prove that the harmony or conflict between these 
different forces is the surest indication of the good or bad original 
rnnstitnrinn of any State: I could make it appear that, as among these 
four kinds of inequality, personal qualities are the source of all 
the rest, riches is that in which they ultimatdy terminate, because, 
bemg the most immediately useful to the prosperity of individuals, 
and the most easy to communicate, they are made use of to purchase 
every other distinction. By this observation we are enabled to judge 
with tolerable exactness, how much any people has deviated from its 
primitive institution, and what steps it has still to make to the extreme 
term of corruption. I could show how much this universal detire of 
reputation, of honours, of preference, with which we are all devoured, 
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ocercises and compares our talents and our forces: hour much it 
excites and multiplies chit passions; and, by creating an universal 
competition, rivaldiip, or rather enmity among men, how many dis- 
appdntments, successes, and catastrophes of every kind it daily causes 
among the innumerable pretenders whom it engages in the same 
career. I could show that it is to this itch of being spoken of, to this 
fury of distinguidiing ourselves which seldom or never gives us a 
moment’s respite, that we owe both the best and the worst things 
among us, our virtues and our vices, our sciences and our errors, 
our conquerors and our philosophers; that is to say, a great many 
bad things to a very few good ones. | could prove, in short, .that 
if we behold a handful of rich an<j ^werful men seated oil the 
pinnacle of fortune and greatness, while the crowd grovel in d>- 
scurity and want, it is merely because the first, prize what they emoy, 
but in the same degree that others want it, and that, witnout 
changing their condition, they would cease to be happy the minute 
the people ceased to be miserable. 

But these details would alone furnish sufficient matter for a more 
considerable work, in which might be weighed the advantages and 
disadvantages of every species of government, relatively to the rights 
of man in a state of nature, and might likewise be unveiled all the 
different faces under which inequality has appeared to this day, and 
may hereafter appear to the end of time, according to the nature of 
these several governments, and the revolutions, time must unavoid- 
ably occasion in them. We should then see the multitude oppressed 
by domestic tyrants in consequence of those very precautions taken 
by them to guard against foreign masters. We should see oppression 
increase continually without its bang ever possible for the oppressed 
to know where it would stop, nor what lawful means they had left 
to check its progress. We should see the rights of citizens, and the 
liberties of nations extinguished by slow degrees, and the groans, 
and protestations and appeals of the weak treated as seditious mur* 
murings. We should see policy confine to a mercenary portion of the 
pec^le the honour of defending the common cause. We should see 
imposts made necessary by such measures, the didieartened htisband- 
man desert his field even in time of peace, and quit the plough to 
take up the sword. We diould see fotal and whimsical rules laid 
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down coooeiniog die pnnt o£ honour. We ^ould see the duuii* 
ptons of their country sooner or later become her enemies, and per- 
petually hokhng thdr poniards to die breasts of their fellow citizens. 
Nay, the time would come when they might be heard to say to the 
oppressor of thdr country: 

Pectore si fratris f^ium juguloque parentis 
Condere me jubeas, gravideeque in viscera partu 
Conjugis, in vitd peragam tamen omnia dextrd. 

From die vast inequality of condidons and fortunes, from the 
great variety of passions and of talents, of useless arts, of pernicious 
arts, of hivolous sciences, would issue clouds of prejudices equally 
contrary to reason, to happiness, to virtue. We should see the chiefe 
foment everything that tends to weaken men formed into sociedes 
by dividing them; everything that, while it gives society an air of 
apparent harmony, sows in it the seeds of real division; everything 
that can inspire the different orders with mutual distrust and 
hatred by an opposidon of their rights and interest, and of course 
strengthen that power which contains them all. 

Tis from the bosom of this disorder and these revoludons, that 
despodsm gradually rearing up her hideous crest, and devouring 
in every part of the state* all that still remained sound and untainted, 
would at last issue to trample upon the laws and the people, and 
establish herself upon the ruins of the republic. The dmes imme- 
diately preceding ^s last alteradon would be dmes of calamity and 
trouble: but at last everything would be swallowed up by the mon- 
ster; and the people would no longer have chiefs or laws, but only 
tyrants. At this fotal period all regard to virtue and manners would 
likewise disappear; for despodsm, cui ex honesto nuUa est spes, tol- 
erates no other master, wherever it rdgns; the moment it q)eaks, 
probity and duty bse all their influence, and the blindest obedience 
is the only virtue the miserable slaves have left them to pracdse. 

This is the last term of inequality, the extreme point which doses 
the cirde and meets that from which we set out. Tis here that all 
private men return to thdr primidve equality, because they are no 
longer of any account; and that, the subjects having no longer any 
law but that di tbeif master, nor the master any other law but hb 
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passions, all notions of good and principles of jusdce again disappear, 
nns here that everything returns to the sole law of the strongest, and 
of course to a new state of nature different from that with which we 
began, in as much as the first was the state of nature in its purity, 
and the last the consequence of excessive corruption. There i^ in 
other respects, so little difference between these two states, and the 
contract of government is so much dissolved by despotism, that the 
despot is no longer master than he continues the strongest, and that, 
as soon as his slaves can expel him, they may do it without his 
having the least right to complain of their using him ill. The insur- 
rection, which ends in the death or despotism of a sultan, is as juridi- 
cal an act as any by which the day before he disposed of the lives md 
fortunes of his subjects. Force alone upheld him, force alone over- 
turns him. Thus ail things take place and succeed in thrir natural 
order; and whatever may be the upshot of these hasty and frequwt 
revolutions, no one man has reason to complain of another’s injustii^, 
but only of his own indiscretion or bad fortune. 

By thus discovering and following the lost and forgotten tracks, 
by which man from the natural must have arrived at the civil state; 
by restoring, with the intermediate positions which I have been just 
indicating, those which want of leisure obliges me to suppress, or 
which my imagination has not suggested, every attentive reader must 
unavoidably be struck at the immense space which separates these 
two states. ’Tis in this slow succession of things he may meet with 
the solution of an infinite number of problems in morality and poli- 
tics, which philosophers are puzzled to solve. He will perceive that, 
the mankin d of one age not being the mankind of another, the reason 
why Diogenes could not find a man was, that he sought among his 
cotemporaries the man of an earlier period: Cato, he will then see, 
fell with Rome and with liberty, because he did not suit the age in 
wUch he lived; and the greatest of men served only to astonish that 
world, which would have cheerfully dbeyed him, had he come into 
it five hundred years earlier. In a word, he will find himself in a 
condition to un^stand how the soul and the passions of men by 
insensible alterations change as it were their nature; how it comes 
to pass, that at the long run our wants and jour pleasures change 
objects; that, original man vanishing by degrees, society no longer 
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offers to our inspection but an assemblage of artificial men and 
factitious pastions, which are the work of all these new rdations, 
and have no foundation in nature. Reflection teadies us nothing on 
that head, but what experience perfectly confirms. Savage man and 
civilised naan differ so much at bottom in point of inclinations and 
passions, that what constitutes the supreme happiness of the one 
would reduce the other to despair. The first tighs for nothing but 
repose and liberty; he desires only to live, and to be exempt from 
labour; nay, the ataraxy of the most confirmed Stoic falls short of his 
consummate indifference for every other object. On the contrary, 
the citizen always in motion, is perpetually sweating and toiling, and 
racking his brains to find out occupations still more laborious: He 
continues a drudge to his last minute; nay, he courts death to be able 
to liv^ or renounces life to acquire immortality. He cringes to men 
in power whom he hates, and to rich men whom he despises; he 
sticks at nothing to have the honour of serving them; he is not 
ashamed to value himself on his own weakness and the protection 
they afford him; and proud of his chains, he speaks with disdain of 
those who have not the honour of being the partner of his bondage. 
What a spectacle must the painful and envied labours of an European 
minister of state form in the eyes of a CaribbeanI How many cruel 
deaths would not this indolent savage prefer to such a horrid life, 
which very often is not even sweetened by the pleasure of doing 
good? But to see the drift of so many cares, his mind should first 
have affixed some meaning to these words power and reputation; he 
should be apprised that there are men who consider as something 
the looks of the rest of mankind, who know how to be happy and 
satisfied with themselves on the testimony of others sooner than upon 
their own. In fact, the real source of all those differences, is that the 
savage lives within himself, whereas the citizen, constantly beside 
himself, knows only how to live in the opixuon of others; insomuch 
that it is, if I may say so, merely from their judgment that he derives 
the consdousness of his own eristence. It is foreign to my subject 
to show how this disposition engenders so much indifference for 
good and evil, notwithstanding so many and such fine discourses of 
morality; how everything, being reduced to appearances, becomes 
mere art and mummery; honour, friendship, virtue, and often vice 
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itself which we at last learn the secrei: to boast of; how, in short, 
ever inquiring of others what we are, and never daring to question 
ourselves on so delicate a point, in the midst of so much philosophy, 
humanity, and politeness, and so many sublime maxims, we have 
nothing to show for ourselves but a deceitful and frivolous exterior, 
honour without virtue, reason without wisdom, and pleasure without 
happiness. It is sufficient that I have proved that this is not the 
original condition of man, and that it is merely the spirit of society, 
and the inequality which society engenders, ^at thus change and 
transform all our natural inclinations. 

I have endeavoured to exhibit the origin and progress of ineqi^Iity, 
the institution and abuse of political societies, as far as these tmngs 
are capable of being deduced from the nature of man by the mere 
light of reason, and independently of those sacred maxims wmch 
give to the sovereign authority the sanction of divine right. It follows 
from this picture, that as there is scarce any inequality among men 
in a state of nature, all that which we now behold owes its force and 
its growth to the development of our faculties and the improvement 
of our understanding, and at last becomes permanent and lawful 
by the establishment of property and of laws. It likevrise follows 
that moral inequality, authorised by any right that is merely positive, 
clashes vrith natural right, as often as it does not combine in the same 
proportion with physical inequality: a distinction which sufficiently 
determines, what we are able to think in that respect of that kind of 
inequality which obtains in all civilised nations, since it is evidently 
against the law of nature that infancy should command old age, folly 
conduct wisdom, and a handful of men should be ready to choke 
with superfluities, while the famished multitude want the common- 
est necessaries of life. 
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INTRODUCTION 

About thirty years ago a young man, who had forsaken his own 
country and rambled into Italy, found himself reduced to a condition of 
great poverty and distress. He had been bred a Calvinist; but m conse- 
quence of his misconduct and of being unhappily a fugitive in a foreign 
country, without money or friends, he was induced to change his re- 
ligion for the sake of subsistence. To this end he procured adtKi«n!»n < y 
into a hos^e for catechumens, that is to say, a house esuUished for the 
reception of proselytes. The instructions he here received concerning 
some controversial points excited doubts he had not before entertainwl, 
and first caused him to realize the evil of the step he had taken. He was 
taught strange dogmas, and was eye-witness to stranger manners; and 
to these he saw himself a destined victim. He now sought to make his 
escape, but was prevented and more closely confined. If he complained, 
he was punished for complaining; and, lying at the mercy of his tyranni- 
cal oppressors, found himself treated as criminal because he could not 
without reluctance submit to be so. 

Let those who are sensible how much the first acts of violence and 
injustice irritate young and inexperienced minds, judge of the situation 
of this unfortunate youth. Swollen with indignation, the tears of rage 
burst from his eyes. He implored the assistance of heaven and earth in 
vain; he appealed to the whole world, but no one attended to his plea. 
His complaints could reach the ears only of a number of servile do- 
mestics,— slaves to the wretch by whom he was thus treated, or accom- 
plices in the same crime,— who ridiculed his non-conformity and 
endeavored to secure his imitation. He would doubtless have been en- 
tirely ruined had it not been for the good offices of an honest ecclesiastic, 
who came to the hospital on some business, and with whom he found an 
opportunity for a private conference. The good priest was himself poor, 
and stood in need of every one’s assistance; the oppressed proselyte, how- 
ever, stood yet in greater need of him. The former did not hesitate, there- 
fore, to fovor his escape, even at the risk of making a powerful enemy. 

Having escaped from vice only to return to indigence, this young 
adventurer struggled against his destiny without success. For a moment, 
indeed, he thought himself above it, and at the first {vospect of good 
fortune, his former distresses and his protector were forgotten together. 

*31 
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He was soon punished, however, for his ingratitude, as his groundless 
hopes soon vanished. His youth stood in vain on his side; his romantic 
notions proving destructive to all his designs. Having neither capacity 
nor address to surmount the difficulties that fell in his way, and bdng a 
stranger to the virtues of moderation and the arts of knavery, he at- 
tempted so many things that he could bring none to perfection. Hence, 
having fallen into his former distress, and being not only in want of 
clothes and lodging, but even in danger of perishing with hunger, he 
recollected his former benefactor. 

To him he returned, and was well received. The sight of the unhappy 
youth brought to the poor vicar’s mind the remembrance of a g^ 
action; — a remembrance always grateful to an honest mind. This pyod 
priest was naturally humane and compassionate. His own misformnes 
had taught him to feel for those of others, nor had prosperity hard^ed 
his heart. In a word, the maxims of true wisdom and conscious vii^e 
had confirmed the kindness of his natural disposition. He cordially 
braced the young wanderer, provided for him a lodging, and shared with 
him the slender means of his own subsistence. Nor was this all: ne 
went still farther, freely giving him both instruction and consolation, and 
also endeavoring to teach him the difficult art of supporting adversity 
with patience. Could you believe, ye sons of prejudice! that a priest, and 
a priest in Italy too, could be capable of this? 

This honest ecclesiastic was a poor Savoyard, who having in his 
younger days incurred the displeasure of his bishop, was obliged to pass 
the mountains in order to seek that provision which was denied him in 
his own country. He was neither deficient in literature nor understand- 
ing; his talents, therefore, joined with an engaging appearance, soon pro- 
cured him a patron, who recommended him as tutor to a young man of 
quality. He preferred poverty, however, to dependence; and, being a 
stranger to the manners and behavior of the great, he remained but a 
short time in that situation. In quitting this service, however, he fortu- 
nately did not lose the esteem of his friend; and, as he behaved with great 
prudence and was universally beloved, he flattered himself that he shoud 
in time regain the good opinion of his bishop also, and be rewarded with 
some little benefice in the mountains, where he hoped to spend in tran- 
quillity and peace the remainder of his days. This was the height of his 
ambition. 

Interested by a natural affinity in favor of the young fugitive, he 
examined very carefully into his character and-tiisposition. In this ex- 
amination, he saw that his misfortunes had already debased his heart;-^ 
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tfadt the shftme and contempt to which he had been exposed b ad de* 
pressed his ambition^ and that his disappointed pride^ converted into 
indignation, had deduced, from the mjustice and cruelty of mankind, the 
depravity of human nature and the emptiness of virtue. He had observed 
religion made use of as a mask to self-interest, and its worship as a doak 
to hypocrisy. He had seen the terms heaven and hell prostituted in the 
subtility of vain disputes; the joys of the one and the pains of the other 
being annexed to a mere repetition of words. He had observed the sub- 
lime and primitive idea of the Divinity disfigured by the fantastical 
imaginadons of men; and, finding that in order to believe in God it was 
necessary to give up that understanding he hath bestowed on us, he held 
in the same disdain as well the sacred object of our idle reveries as those 
idle reveries themselves. Without knowing anything of natural causes, 
or giving himself any trouble to invesdgate them, he remained in a 
condition of the most stupid ignorance, mixed with profound contempt 
for those who pretended to greater knowledge than his own. 

A neglect of all religious duties leads to a neglect of all moral obliga- 
tions. The heart of this young vagabond had already made a great 
progress from one toward the other. Not that he was constitutionally 
vicious; but misfortune and incredulity, having stifled by degrees the 
propensities of his natural disposition, were hurrying him on to ruin, 
adding to the manners of a beggar the principles of an atheist. 

His ruin, however, though almost inevitable, was not absolutely com- 
pleted. His education not having been neglected, he was not without 
knowledge. He had not yet exceeded that happy term of life, wherein 
the youthful blood serves to stimulate the mind without inflaming the 
passions, which were as yet unrelaxed and unexcited. A natural modesty 
and timidity of disposition had hitherto supplied the place of restraint, 
and prolonged the term of youthful innocence. The odious example of 
brutal depravity, and of vices without temptation, so far from animating 
his imagination, had mortified it. Disgust had long supplied the place of 
virtue in the preservation of his innocence, and to corrupt this required 
more powerful seductions. 

The good priest saw the danger and the remedy. The difEculties that 
appeared in the application did not deter him from the attempt. He took 
a pleasure in the design, and resolved to complete it by restoring to virtue 
the victim he had snatched from infamy. 

To this end he set out resolutely in ^e execution of his project. The 
merit of the motive increased his hopes, and inspired means worthy 
his zeal. Whatever might be the success, he was sure that he should not 
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throw away his labor: — ^we are always sure so far to succeed in wdl 
doing. 

He began with striving to gain the confidence of the proselyte by con- 
ferring on him his favors disinterestedly,— by never importuning him 
with exhortations, and by descending always to a level with his ideas and 
manner of thinking. It must have been an affecting sight to see a grave 
divine become the comrade of a young libertine — ^to see virtue affect the 
air of licentiousness — ^in order to triumph the more certainly over it 
Whenever the heedless youth made him the confidant of his follies, and 
unbosomed himself freely to his benefactor, the good priest listened at- 
tentively to his stories; and, without approving the evil, interested him- 
self in the consequences. No ill-timed Censure ever indiscreetly choked 
the pupil’s communicative temper. The pleasure with which he thmght 
himself heard increased that which he took in telling all his secrets. Thus 
he was induced to make a free and general confession without thinking 
he was confessing anything. ^ 

Having thus made himself master of the youth’s sentiments and cn^- 
acter, the priest was enabled to see clearly that, without being ignorant 
for his years, he had forgotten almost everything of importance for him 
to know, and that the state of meanness into which he had fallen had 
almost stifled in him the sense of good and evil. There is a degree of low 
stupidity which deprives the soul as it were of life; the voice of con- 
science is also but little heard by those who think of nothing but the 
means of subsistence. To rescue this unfortunate youth from the moi^ 
death that so nearly threatened him, he began, therefore, by awakening 
his self-love and exciting in him a due regard for himself. He repre- 
sented to his imagination a more happy success, from the future employ- 
ment of his talents; he inspired him with a generous ardor by a recital 
of the commendable actions of others, and by raising his admiration of 
those who performed them. In order to detach him insensibly from an 
idle and vagabond life, he employed him in copying books; and under 
pretence of having occasion for such extracts, cherished in him the noble 
sentiment of gratitude for his benefactor. By this method he also in- 
structed him indirectly by the books he employed him to copy; and 
induced him to entertain so good an opinion of himself as to think he 
was not absolutely good for nothing, and to hold himself not quite so 
despicable in his own esteem as he had formerly done. 

A trifling circumstance may serve to show the art which tlus benevolent 
instructor made use of to insensibly elevate the Heart of his disciple, with- 
out appearing to think of giving iiim instruction. This good e^esiastic 
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WAS SO wdl known and esteemed for his probity and 
many persons chose rather to entrust him with the distribution of their 
alms than the richer dergy of the dties. Now it happened that receiving 
one day a sum of money in charge for the poor, the young h ad the 
meanness to desire some of it, under that title, for himself. "No,” replied 
his kind benefactor, "you and I are brethren; you belong to me, and I 
should not apply the charity entrusted with me to my own use.” He 
then gave him the desired sum from his private funds. Lessons of this 
kind are hardly ever thrown away on young people, whose hearts are 
not entirely corrupted. 

But I will continue to speak no longer in the third person, which is 
indeed a superfluous caution; as you, my dear countrymen, are very 
sensible that the unhappy fugitive I have been speaking of is myself. 

I believe that I am now so far removed from the irregularities of my 
youth as to dare to avow them, and think that the hand which extricated 
me from them is too well deserving of my gratitude for me not to do it 
honour even at the expense of a little shame. 

The most striking circumstance of all was to observe in the retired life 
of my worthy master virtue without hypocrisy and humanity without 
weakness. His conversation was always honest and simple, and his con* 
duct ever conformable to his discourse. I never found him troubling him- 
self whether the persons he assisted went constandy to vespers — ^whether 
they went frequendy to coi^ession — or fasted on ceruin days of the week. 
Nor did I ever know him to impose on them any of those condidons 
without which a man might perish from want, and have no hope of relief 
from the devout. 

Encouraged by these observations, so far was I from affecting in his 
presence the forward zeal of a new proselyte, that I took no pains to 
conceal my thoughts, nor did I ever remark his being scandalized at this 
freedom. Hence, I have somedmes said to myself, he certainly overlooks 
my indifference for the new mode of worship I have embraced, in con- 
sideradon of the disregard which he sees I have for that in which I was 
educated; as he finds my indifference is not pardal to either. But what 
could I think when I heard him somedmes approve dogmas contrary to 
those of the Romish church, and appear to hold its ceremonies in Utde 
esteem? I should have been apt to consider him a protestant in disguise, 
had I seen him less observant of those very ceremonies which he seemed 
ta think of so Utde account; but knowing that he acquitted himself as 
punctuaUy of his dudes as a priest in private as in pubUc, I knew not 
how to judge of these seeming contradicdons. If we except the failing 
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which first brought him into di^ace with his superior^ and ot which he 
was not altogether corrected^ his life was exemplary^ his manners irre- 
proachable^ and his conversation prudent and sensible. As I lived with 
him in the greatest intimacy, I learned every day to respect him xnore 
and more; and as he had entirely won my heart by so many acts of 
kindness, I waited with an impatient curiosity to know the principles on 
which a life and conduct so singular and uniform could be founded. 

It was some time, however, before this curiosity was satisfied, as he 
endeavoured to cultivate those seeds of reason and goodness which he 
had endeavoured to instill, before he would disclose himself to his dis- 
ciple. The greatest difBculty he met with was to eradicate from my heart 
a proud misanthropy, a certain rancoibOs hatred which I bore t^ the 
wealthy and fortunate, as if they were made so at my expense, ana had 
usurped apparent happiness from what should have been my own. The 
idle vanity of youth, which is opposed to all constraint and humiliaaon, 
encourag^ but too much my propensity to indulge this splenetic hui^or; 
whilst that self-love, which my mentor strove so earnesdy to cherish, \by 
increasing my pride, rendered mankind, in my opinion, still more de- 
testable, and only added to my hatred of them the most egregious con- 
tempt. 

Without direcdy attacking this pride, he yet strove to prevent it from 
degeneradng into barbarity, and without diminishing my self-esteem, 
made me less disdainful of my neighbors. In withdrawing the gaudy 
veil of external appearances, and presenting to my view the real evils ;it 
concealed, he taught me to lament the failings of my fellow creatures, to 
sympathize with their miseries, and to pity instead of envying them. 
Moved to compassion for human frailties from a deep sense of his own, 
he saw mankind everywhere the vicdms of either their own vices or of 
the vices of others, — ^he saw the poor groan beneath the yoke of the 
rich, and the rich beneath the tyranny of their own idle habits and 
prejudices. 

‘‘Believe me,’* said he, “our mistaken notions of things are so far from 
hiding our misfortunes from our view, that they augment those evils by 
rendering trifles of importance, and making us sensible of a thousand 
wants which we should never have known but for our prejudices. Peace 
of mind consists in a contempt for everything that may disturb it. The 
man who gives himself the greatest concern about life is he who enjoys 
it least; and he who aspires the most earnesdy after happiness is always 
the one who is the most miserable.” 

“Alas!” cried I, with all the bitterness of discontent, “what a de- 
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plorable picture do you present of human lifel If we may indulge our- 
selves in nothing, to what purpose were we born? If we must despise 
even happiness itself, who is there that can know what it is to be happy?” 

‘T know,” replied the good priest, in a tone and manner that struck me. 

“You I” said I, “so little favored by fortune! so poor! exiled! persecuted! 
can you be happy? And if you are, what have you done to purchase 
happiness?” 

“My dear child,” he replied, embracing me, “I will willingly tell you. 
As you have freely confessed to me, I will do the same to you. I will 
disclose to you all the sentiments of my heart. You shall see me, if not 
such as I really am, at least such as I believe myself to be: and when 
you have heard my whole Profession of Faith — ^when you know fully 
the situation of my heart — ^you will know why I think myself happy; 
and, if you agree with me, what course you should pursue in order to 
become so likewise. 

“But this profession is not to be made in a moment. It will require 
some time to disclose to you my thoughts on the situation of mankind 
and on the real value of human life. We will therefore take a suitable 
opportunity for a few hours’ uninterrupted conversation on this subject.” 

As I expressed an earnest desire for such an opportunity, an appoint- 
ment was made for the next morning. We rose at the break of day and 
prepared for the journey. Leaving the town, he led me to the top of a 
hill, at the foot of which ran the river Po, watering in its course the 
fertile vales. That immense chain of mountains, called the Alps, termi- 
nated the distant view. The rising sun cast its welcome rays over the 
gilded plains, and, by projecting the long shadows of the trees, the houses, 
and adjacent hills, formed the most beautiful scene ever mortal eye be- 
held. One might have been almost tempted to think that nature had at 
this moment displayed all its grandeur and beauty as a subject for our 
conversation. Here it was that, after contemplating for a short time the 
surrounding objects in silence, my teacher and benefactor confided to 
me with impressive earnestness the principles and faith which governed 
his life and conduct. 
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E P£CT from me neither learned declamations nor profound 
arguments. I am no great philosopher, and give myself but 
little trouble in regard to becoming such. Still I percdve 
sometimes the glimmering of good sense, and have always a regard 
for the truth. I will not enter into any disputation, or endeavor to 
refute you; but only lay down my own sentiments in simplicity of 
heart. Consult your own during this recital: this is all I require of 
you. If I am mistaken, it is undesignedly, which is sufficient to 
absolve me of all criminal error; and if I am right, reason, which is 
common to us both, shall decide. We are equally interested in listen- 
ing to it, and why should not our views agree? 

I was born a poor peasant, destined by my situation to the business 
of husbandry. It was thpught, however, much more advisable for 
me to learn to get my bread by the profesnon of a priest, and means 
were found to give me a proper education. In this, most certainly, 
neither my parents nor 1 consulted what was really good, true, or 
useful for me to know; but only that I should learn what was neces- 
sary to my ordination. I learned, therefore, what was required of 
me to learn,— I said what was reqiured of me to say— and, accord- 
ingly, was made a priest. It was not long, however, before I per- 
ceived too plainly that, in laying myself under an obligation to be 
no longer a man, I had engaged for more than I could possibly 
perform. 

Some will tell us that conscience is founded merely on our preju- 
dices, but I know from my own experience that its dictates con- 
stantly follow the order of nature, in contradiction to all human laws 
and institutions. We are in vain forbidden to do this thing or the 
other— we shall feel but little remorse for doing any thing to wluch a 
well-regulated natural instinct excites us, how strongly soever pro- 



240 ROUSSEAU 

hibited by reason. Nature, my dear youtb, batb bitberto in this 
respect been silent in you. May you continue long in that bappy 
state wberan ber voice is tbe voice of innocencel Remember that 
you offend ber more by anticipating ber instructions than by re- 
using to bear them. In order to know when to listen to ber without 
a crime, you should begin by learning to check her insinuations. 

I had always a due respect for marriage as tbe first and most sacred 
institution of nature. Having given up my right to enter into such 
an engagement, I resolved, therefore, not to profane it; for, notwith- 
standing my manner of education, as I,bad always led a simple and 
unifitrm life, I had preserved all that clearness of understanding in 
which my first ideas were cultivated. The maxims of the world had 
not obscured my primitive notions, and my poverty kept meW a 
sufficient distance from those temptations that teach us the sophistry 
of vice. \ 

The virtuous resolution I had formed, was, however, the very 
cause of my ruin, as my determination not to violate the rights of 
otho's, left my faults exposed to detection. To expiate the offence, I 
was suspended and banished; falling a sacrifice to my scruples rather 
than to my incontinence. From the reproaches made me on my 
disgrace, I found that the way to escape punishment fi>r an ofience 
is often by committing a greater. 

A few instances of this kind go far with persons capable of reflec- 
don. Finding by sorrowful experience that the ideas I had formed 
of justice, honesty, and other moral obligations were contradicted 
in practice, I began to give up most of the opinions I had received, 
until at length the few which I retained being no longer sufficient 
to support themsdves, I called in question the evidence on which 
they were established. Thus, knowing hardly what to think, I found 
myself at last reduced to your own situation of mind, with this 
diffidence only, that my unbelief being the later fruit of a maturer 
age, it was a work of greater difficulty to remove it. 

I was in that state of doubt and uncertainty in which Descartes 
requires the mind to be involved, in order to enable it to investigate 
truth. This disposition of mind, however, is too disquieting to long 
continue, its duration bang owing only to indolence or vice. My 
heart was not so corrupt as to seek fresh indulgence; and nothing 
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{M«8erves so wdl the habit o£ reflection as to be nmre content 
ourselves than with our fortune. 

I r^ected, therefore, on the unhappy lot of mortals floating always 
on the ocean of human opinions, without compass or rud^— 
to the mercy of their tempestuous passions, \(dth no other guide dian 
an ine:q>erienced pilot, ignorant of his course, as well as from whence 
he came, and whither he is going. I often said to myself: I love die 
truth— I seek, yet ca nn ot find it. Let any one show it to me and I 
will readily endirace it. Why doth it hide its charms from a heart 
formed to adore them? 

I have frequendy experienced at times much greater evils; and 
yet no part of my life was ever so constandy disagreeable to me as 
that interval of scruples and anxiety. Running perpetually from one 
doubt and uncertainty to another, all that I could deduce from my 
]nt}g and painful meditations was incertitude, obscurity, and contra- 
diction; as well with regard to my existence as to my duty. 

I cannot comprehend how any man can be sincerely a skeptic on 
principle. Such philosophers either do not exist, or they are certainly 
the most miserable of men. To be in doubt, about things which it is 
important for us to know, is a situation too perplexing for the human 
mind; it cannot long support such incertitude; but will, in spite of 
itself, determine one way or the other, rather deceiving itself than 
hping content to believe nothing of the matter. 

What added further to my perplexity was, that as the authority 
of the church in x^diich I was educated was decisive, and tolerated 
not the slightest doubt, in rejecting one point, I thereby rejected in a 
mannpr all the Others. The impossibility of admitting so many ab- 
surd deri s ions, threw doubt over those more reasonable. In being told 
I must believe all, I was prevented from believing anything, and I 
knew not what course to pursue. 

In this situation I consulted the philosophers. I turned over thar 
books, and examined their several opinions. I found Aem vain, 
dogmatical and dictatorial-~even in their pretended skepticism. Ig- 
nprant of nothing, yet ftfoving nothing; but ridiculing one ant^ier 
instead; and in this last particular only, in which tiiey were all 
agreed, they seemed to be in the right. Affecting to triumph when* 
ever they attacked their opponents, they lacked everything to make 
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them capable of a vigorous defence. If you examine th»r reasons, 
you will find them calculated only to refute: If you number voices, 
every one is reduced to his own siiffrage. They agree in nothing but 
in disputing, and to attend to these was certainly not the way to 
remove my uncertainty. 

I conceived that the weakness of the human understanding was 
the first cause of the prodigious variety I found in their sentiments, 
and that pride was the second. We have no standard with which to 
measure this immense machine; we cannot calculate its various 
relations; we neither know the first cause nor the final effects: we 
are ignorant even of ourselves; we neither know our own nature nor 
principle of action; nay, we hardly know whether man be a simple 
or compound being. Impenetrable mysteries surround us on every 
side; they extend beyond the region of sense; we imagine ourselves 
possessed of understanding to penetrate them, and we have oi^ly 
imagination. Every one strikes out a way of his own across this 
imaginary world; but no one knows whether it will lead him to the 
point he aims at. We are yet desirous to penetrate, to know, every- 
thing. The only thing we know not is to contentedly remain ignorant 
of what it is impossible for us to know. We had much rather deter- 
mine at random, and believe the thing which is not, than to confess 
that none of us is capable of seeing the thing that is. Being ourselves 
but a small part of that great whole, whose limits surpass our most 
extensive views, and concerning which its creator leaves us to make 
our idle conjectures, we are vain enough to decide what that whole 
is in itself, and what we are in relation to it. 

But were the philosophers in a sitiuition to discover the truth, 
which of them would be interested in so doing? Each knows very 
well that his system is no better founded than the systems of others; 
he defends it, nevertheless, because it is his own. There is not one 
of them, who, really knowing truth from falsehood, would not pre- 
fer the latter, if of his own invention, to the former, discovered by 
any one else. Where is the philosopher who would not readily de- 
cove mankind, to increase his own reputation? Where is he who 
secretly proposes any other object than that oldistinguishing himself 
from the rest of mankind? Provided he raises himself above the 
vulgar, and carries away the prize of fame from his competitors, 
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what doth he require more? The most essential point is to think 
differently from the rest of the world. Among bdievers he is an 
atheist, and among atheists he affects to be a believer. 

The first fruit 1 gathered from these meditations was to learn to 
confine my enquiries to those things in which I was immediately 
interested; — to remain contented in a profound ignorance of the rest; 
and not to trouble myself so far as even to doubt about what it did 
not concern me to know. 

1 could further see that instead of clearing up any unnecessary 
doubts, the philosophers only contributed to multiply those which 
most tormented me, and that they resolved absolutely none. I there- 
fore applied to another guide, and said to myself, let me consult 
my innate instructor, who will deceive me less than I may be de- 
ceived by others; or at least the errors I fall into will be my own, and 
I shall grow less depraved in the pursuit of my own illusions, than in 
giving myself up to the deceptions of others. 

Taking a retrospect, then, of the several opinions which had suc- 
cessively prevailed with me from my infancy, I found that, although 
none of them were so evident as to produce immediate conviction, 
they had nevertheless different degrees of probability, and that my 
innate sense of truth and falsehood leaned more or less to each. On 
this first observation, proceeding to compare impartially and with- 
out prejudice these difierent opinions with each other, I found that 
the first and most common was also the most simple and most 
rational; and that it wanted nothing more to secure universal suf- 
frage, than the circumstance of having been last proposed. Let us 
suppose that all our philosophers, ancient and modern, had ex- 
hausted all their whimsical systems of power, chance, fiite, necessity, 
atoms, an animated world, sensitive matter, materialism, and of every 
other kind; and after them let us imagine the celebrated Dr. Clarke 
enlightening the world by displaying the being of beings--the su- 
preme and sovereign disposer of all things. With what universal 
admiration, — ^with what unanimous applause would not the world 
receive this new system, — so great, so consolatory, so subliine,-TSO 
proper to elevate the soul, to lay the foundations of virtue— and at 
the same time so striking, so enlightened, so ample,— and, as it ap- 
pears to me, pregnant with less incomprehensibilities and absurdities 
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than all other systems whatever! I refiected that unanswen^le ob- 
jections might be made to all, because the human undarstanding is 
incapable of resolving them, no proof therefore could be brought 
exclusively of any: but what difference is there in proofs! Ought not 
that system then, which explains everything, to ^ preferred, when 
attended with no greater difficulties than the rest? 

The love of truth then comprises all my philosophy; and my 
method of research being the simple and easy rule of common senses 
which dispenses with the vain subtilty of argiunentation, 1 re- 
examined by this principle all the knowledge of which I was pos- 
sessed, resolved to admit as evident everything to which I could not 
in the sincerity of my heart refuse to assent, to admit also as trne all 
diat seemed to have a necessary connection with it, and to feave 
everything else as uncertain, without either rejecting or admitting, 
being determined not to trouble myself about clearing up any pii^int 
which did not tend to utility in practice. 

But, after all, who am I? What right have I to judge of these 
things? And what is it that determines my conclusions? If, subject 
to the impressions I recave, these are formed in direct consequence 
of those impressions, I trouble myself to no purpose in these investi- 
gations. It is necessary, therefore, to examine myself, to know what 
instruments are made use of in such researches, and how far I may 
confide in their use. 

In the first place, I know that I exist, and have senses wherdby 
I am affected. This is a truth so striking that I am compelled to 
acquiesce in it. But have I properly a distinct sense of my existence, 
or do I only know it from my various sensations? This is my first 
doubt; which, at present, it is impossible for me to resolve: for, being 
continually affected by sensations, either directly from the objects or 
from the memory, how can I tell whether my self-consciousness be, 
or be not, some^ng fordgn to those sensations, and independent 
of than. 

My sens^ons are all internal, as they make me sensible of my own 
existence; but the cause of them is external and independent, as they 
affiect me without my consent, and do not depend oh my will for 
their production or annihilation. I conceive ve97 clearly, ther^ore, 
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that dw sensation which is internal, and its cause or olqect whidi is 
external, are not one and the same thing. 

Thus 1 know that I not only exist, but that other beings exist as 
well as myself; to wit, the objects of my sensations; and thnngh these 
objects should be nothing but ideas, it is very certain that tlasse ideas 
are no part of myself. 

Now, everything that 1 percave out of myself and which acts upon 
my senses, I call matter; and those portions of matter which I con- 
ceive are united in individual bangs, I call bodies. Thus all the 
disputes between Idealists and Materialists signify nothing to me; 
their distinctions between the appearance and reality of bodies being 
chimerical 

Hence I have acquired as certain knowledge of the existence of 
the universe as of my own. I next reflect on the objects of my sensa- 
tions; and, finding in myself the faculty of comparing them with 
each other, I perceive myself endowed with an active power with 
which I was before unacquainted. 

To perceive is only to feel or be sensible of things; to compare 
them is to judge of thdr existence. To judge of things and to be 
sensible of them are very different. Things present themselves to 
our sensations as single add detached from each other, such as they 
barely exist in nature: but in our intellectual comparison of them 
they are removed, transported as it were, from place to place, disposed 
on and beside each other, to enable us to pronounce concerning their 
difference and similitude. The charaaeristic faculty of an intelligent, 
active being is, in my opinion, that of giving a sense to the word 
exist. In beings merely sensitive, I have searched in vain to discover 
the like force of intellect; nor can I conceive it to be in their nature. 
Such passive beings perceive every object singly or by itself; or if two 
objects present themselves, they are perceived as united into one. 
Such beings having no power to place one in competition with, be- 
side, or upon the other, they cannot compare them, or judge of their 
separate existence. 

To see two objects at once, is not to see their relations to each 
other, nor to judge of their difference; as to see many d>jects, though 
distinct from one another, is not to reckon their number. I may 
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possibly have in my mind the ideas of a large stick and a small one, 
without comparing those ideas together, or judging that one is less 
than the other; as 1 may look at my hand without counting my 
fingers.* The comparative ideas of greater and less, as well as nu- 
merical ideas of one, two, etc., are certainly not sensations, although 
the understanding produces them only from our sensations. 

It has been pretended that sensitive bdhgs distinguish sensations 
one from the other, hy the actual difference there is between those 
sensations: this, however, demands an explanation. When such 
sensations are different, a sensitive bang is supposed to distinguish 
them by their difference; but when they are alike, they can then only 
distinguish them because they perceive one without the other; uor, 
otherwisei, how can two objects ocactly alike be distinguished in a 
simultaneous sensation? Such objects must necessarily be blended 
together and taken for one and the same; particularly according\to 
that system of philosophy in which it is pretended that the sensations, 
representative of extension, are not extended. 

When two comparative sensations are perceived, they make both 
a joint and separate impression; but their relation to each other is not 
necessarily perceived in consequence of either. If the judgment we 
form of this relation were indeed a mere sensation, excited by the 
objects, we should never be deceived in it, for it can never be denied 
that I truly perceive what I feel. 

How, therefore, can I be deceived in the relation between these two 
sticks, particularly, if they are not parallel? Why do I say, for 
instance, that the little one is a third part as long as the great one, 
when it is in reality only a fourth? Why is not the image, which is 
the sensation, conformable to its model, which is the object? It is 
because I am active when I judge, the operation which forms the 
comparison is defective, and my imderstanding, which judges of 
relations, mixes its errors with the truth of those sensations which are 
representative of objects. 

Add to this the reflection, which I am certain you will think 
striking after duly weighing it, that if we were merely pasave in the 
use of our senses, there would be no conununication between them: 

^M. de la Condamine tells of a people who knew how to reckon only as far as 
three. Yet these people must often have seen their fingers without ever having 
counted five. 
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so that it would be impossible for us to know that the body we 
touched with our hands and the object we saw with our eyes were 
one and the same. Either we should not be able to perceive external 
objects at all, or they would appear to exist as five perceptible sub- 
stances of which we should have no method of ascertaining the 
identity. 

Whatever name be given to that power of the mind which as- 
sembles and compares my sensations,— call it attention, meditation, 
reflection, or whatever you please,— certain it is that it exists in me, 
and not in the objects of those sensations. It is I alone who produce 
it, although it is displayed only in consequence of the impressions 
made on me by those objects. Without bang so far master over 
myself as to perceive or not to perceive at pleasure^ I am sdll more 
or less capable of making an examination into the objects perceived. 

I am not, therefore, a mere sensitive and passive, but an active and 
intelligent being; and, whatever philosophers may pretend, lay claim 
to the honor of thinking. I know only that truth depends on the 
existence of things, and not on my understanding which judges of 
them; and that the less such judgment depends on me, the nearer I 
am certain of approaching the truth. Hence my rule of confiding 
more on sentiment than reason is confirmed by reason itself. 

Being thus far assured of my own nature and capacity, I begin to 
consider the objects about me; regarding myself, with a kind of 
shuddering, as a creature thrown on the wide world of the universe, 
and as it were lost in an infinite variety of other beings, vrithout 
knowing anything of what they are, dther among themselves or 
with regard to me. 

Everything that is perceptible to my senses is matter, and I deduce 
all the essential properties of matter from those sensible qualities, 
which cause it to be perceptible, and which are inseparable from it. 
I see it sometimes in motion and at other times at rest. This rest 
may be said to be only rdative; but as we perceive degrees in motion, 
we can very clearly conceive one of the two extremes which is rest; 
and this we conceive so distinctly, that we are even induced to take 
that for absolute rest which is only relative. Now motion cannot be 
essential to matter, if matter can be conceived at rest. Hence I infer 
that neither motion nor rest are essential to it; but motipn being an 
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action, is dearly die effect cause, o£ whidi rest is only the absence. 
When nothing acts on matter, it does not move; it is equally indif* 
ferent to mmion and rest; its natural state, therefor^ is to be at rest. 

Again, 1 percdve in bodies two kinds of motion; that is a mechani* 
cal or communicated motion, and a spontaneous or voluntary one. 
In the first case, the moving cause is out of the body moved, and in 
the last, eidsts within it. I diall not hence condude, however, that 
the motion of a watch, for example, is spontaneous; for if nothing 
should act upon it but the spring, that spring would not wind itself 
up again when once down. For the'sdne reason, also, I shouM as 
litde accede to the spontaneous motion of fluids, nor even to neat 
itself, the cause of their fluidity. \ 

You will ask me if the motions of animals are spontaneous i I 
will fredy answer, I cannot positivdy tell, but analogy speaks in ^ 
aflirmative. You may ask me further, how I know there is such a 
thing as spontaneous motion? I answer, because I feel it. I will to 
move my arm, and, accordingly, it moves without the intervention of 
any other immediate cause. It is in vain to attempt to reason me out 
of this sentiment; it is more powerful than any rational evidence. 
You might as well attempt to convince me that I do not exist. 

If the actions of men are not spontaneous, and there be no such 
spontaneous action in what passes on earth, we are only the more 
embarrassed to conceive what is the first cause of all motion. For my 
part 1 am so fully persuaded that the natural state of matter is a 
state of rest, and that it has in itself no principle of activity, that 
whenever I see a body in motion, I instantly conclude that it is either 
an animated body or that its motion is communicated to it My 
understanding will by no means acquiesce in the notion that unor> 
ganized matter can move of itself, or be productive of any kind of 
action. 

The visible universe, however, is composed of inanimate matter, 
which appears to have nothing in its ccunposition of organization, 
or that sensation which is common to the parts of an animated body, 
as it is certain that we ourselves, being parts ^ereof, do not perceive 
our existence in the whole. The universe, also, is in motion; and its 
nmvements bring all r^:ular, uniform, and subjected to constant 
laws, itething aiq)ears therein similar to that liberty which is remark' 
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able in the spontaneous motion ci men and animals. The world, 
therefor^ is not a huge self-moving animal, but receives its motions 
from some foreign causey wbidh we do not perceive: but I am so 
strongly persuaded within myself of the existence of this caus^ that 
it is impossibb for me to observe the apparent diurnal revolution of 
the sun, without conceiving that some force must urge it forward; 
or if it is the earth itself that turns, I cannot but conceive that some 
hand must turn it. 

If it be necessary to admit general laws that have no apparent reb- 
tion to matter, from what fixed point must that enquiry set out? 
Those laws, being nothing real or substantial, have some prior foun- 
dation equally unknown and occult. Experience and observation 
have taught us the laws of motion; these laws, however, determine 
effects oiy without displaying thdr causes; and, therefore, are not 
sufficient to explain the system of the universe. Descartes could form 
a model of the heavens and earth vwth dice; but he could not give 
rhpir motions to those dice, nor bring into pby his centrifugal force 
without the assistance of a rotary motion. Newton discovered the 
law of attraction; but attraction alone would soon have reduced the 
universe into one solid mass: to this law, therefore, he found it 
necessary to add a projectile force, in order to account for the revolu- 
tion of the heavenly b^es. Could Descartes tell us by what physical 
law his vortices were put and kept in motion? Could Newton pro- 
duce the hand that first impelled the pbnets in the tangent of their 
respective orbits? 

The first causes of motion do not esdst in matt»; bodies receive 
from and communicate motion to each other, but they cannot origi- 
nally produce it. The more I observe the action and reaction of the 
powers of nature acting on each other, the more I am convinced that 
they are merely effects; and we must ever recur to some volition as 
the first cause: for to suppose there is a |»ogression of causes to 
infinity, is to suppose there is no first cause at all. In a word, every 
motion thar is not produced by some other^ must be the ^ect of 
a spontaneous, voluntary act. Inanimate bodies have no action but 
motion; and there can be no real action without volition. Such is 
my first principle. I believe, tberefore, that iWSl gives motion to the 
universe, and animates all nature. This is my first amde^of faidi. 
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In what manner volidon is productive of physical and corporeal 
action I know not, but 1 experience within myself that it is pro- 
ductive of it I wUl to act, and the action immediately follows; I wUl 
to move my body, and my body instantly moves; but, that an inani- 
mate body lying at rest should move itself, or produce motion, is 
incomprehensible and unprecedented. The WiU also is known by 
its effects and not by its essence. I know it as the cause of motion; 
but to conceive matter producing motion, would be evidently to 
conceive an effect without a cause, or rather not to conceive any 
thing at all. ' j 

It is no more possible for me to conceive how the will moves the 
body, than how the sensations affect the soul. I even know not why 
one of these mysteries ever appeared more explicable than the other. 
For my own part, whether at the time I am active or passive, the 
means of union between the two substances appear to me absolutely 
incomprehensible. Is it not strange that the philosophers have thrown 
off this incomprehensibility, merely to confound the two substances 
together, as if operations so different could be better explained as 
the effects of one subject than of two. 

The principle which I have here laid down, is undoubtedly some- 
thing obscure; it is however intelligible, and contains nothing repug- 
nant to reason or observation. Can we say as much of the doctrines 
of materialism? It is very certain that, if motion be essential to 
matter, it would be inseparable from it; it would be always the same 
in every portion of it, incommunicable, and incapable of increase or 
diminution; it would be impossible for us even to concdve matter at 
rest. Again, when I am told that motion is not indeed essential to 
matter, but necessary to its existence, I see through the attempt to 
impose on me by a form of words, which it would be more easy to 
refute, if more intelligible. For, whether the motion of matter arises 
from itsdf, and is thoefore essential to it, or whether it is derived 
from some external cause, it is not further necessary to it than as the 
moving cause acting thereon: so that we still remain under the first 
difficulty. 

General and abstract ideas form the source of our greatest errors. 
The jargon of metaphysics never discovered one truth; but it has 
filled philosophy witii absiu’dities, of which we are ashamed as soon 
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as they are stripped of their pompous expresrions. Tell me truly, 
my friend, if any precise idea is conveyed to your 
when you are told of a blind, unintelligent power bring Hiffiiiexl 
throughojut all native? It is imagined that something is meant by 
those vague terms. Universal force and Necessary motion; and yet 
they convey no meaning. The idea of motion is nothing more than 
the idea of passing from one place to another, nor can there be any 
motion without some particular direction; for no inchvidual t^ing 
can move several ways at once. In what manner then is it that 
matter necessarily moves? Has all the matter of which bodies are 
composed a general and uniform motion, or has each atom a par- 
ticular motion of its own? If we give assent to the first notion, the 
whole universe will appear to be one solid and indivisible mass; and 
according to the second, it should constitute a difEused and incoherent 
fluid, without a possibility that two atoms ever could be united. 
What can be the direction of this motion common to all matter? 
Is it in a right line upwards or downwards, to the right or to the 
left? Again, if every particle of matter has its particular direction, 
what can be the cause of all those directions and their variations? 
If every atom or particle of. matter revolved only on its axis, none 
of them would change their place, and there would be no motion 
communicated; and even in this case it is necessary that such a 
revolving motion should be carried on one way. To ascribe to matter 
motion in the abstract, is to make use of terms without a meaning; 
and in giving it any determinate motion, we must of necessity sup- 
pose the cause that determines it. The more I multiply particular 
forces, the more new causes have I to explain, without ever finding 
one common agent that directs them. So far from bring able to 
concrive any regularity or order in the fortuitous concourse of ele- 
ments, I cannot even concrive the nature of their concurrence; and 
an universal chaos is more inconceivable than universal harmony. I 
easily comprehend that the mechanism of the world cannot be per- 
fecdy known to the human understanding, but whenever men un- 
derudce to explain it, they ought at least to speak in such a manner 
that others may understand them. 

If from matter bring put in motion I discover the existence of a 
Will as the first active causes the subjugation of this matter to certain 
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regular laws of tnotkm displays also intsWgence. This is my second 
article of faith. To act, to compare, to prefer, are the operations of an 
acdv^ thinking being: sudi a being, therdore, exists. Do you pro- 
ceed to ask me, where I discover its existence? I answer, not only 
in the revolutions of the celestial bodies; not only in myself; but in 
the flocks that feed on the plain, in the birds that fly in t^ air, in the 
stone that falls to the ground, and in the leaf that trembles in the 
wind. 

I am enabled to judge of the physical order of things, although 
ignorant of their final cause; becauie^ to be able to form su^ a 
judgment it is sufficient for me to compare the several parts os the 
visible universe with each other, to study their mutual concurrence, 
their reciprocal relations, and to observe the general result of ^ 
whole. I am ignorant why the universe exists, but I am enabled nev- 
ertheless to see how it is modified. I cannot fail to perceive that inti- 
mate connection by which the several beings it is composed of 
aflord each other mutual assistance. I resemble, in this respect, a man 
who sees the inside of a watch for the first time, and is captivated 
with the beauty of the work, although ignorant of its use. I know 
not, he may say, what this machine is good for, but I perceive that 
each part is made to fit some other. I admire the artist for every 
part of his performance, and am certain that all these wheels act 
thus in concert to some common end, which as yet I fail to com- 
prehend. 

But let us compare the partial and particular ends, the means 
wherry they are effected, and their constant relations of every kind; 
then let us appeal to our innate sense of conviction; and what man 
in his senses can refuse to acquiesce in such testimony? To what 
unprejudiced view does not the visible arrangement of the universe 
display the supreme intelligence of its author? How much sophistry 
does it not require to disavow the harmony of created beings, and 
that admirable order in which all the parts of the system concur 
to the {veservation of each other? You may talk to me as much as 
you please of crnnhinations and chances: wjut end will it ansviwr 
to r^uce me to silence, if you can pasuade me into the truth of 
what you advance? and how will you divest me that involuntary 
sentiment vtdiich continually contradicts ymi? If mganized bodies 
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are fortuitoudy combined in a thousand weys before they 
setded and constant forms; if at first they are formed ^th- 

out mouths, feet without heads, hands without arms, and im pprffrt 
organs of every kind, which have perished for want of the necessary 
faculties of s^-fNreservation; how comes it that none of im- 
perfect essays have engaged our attention? Why hath nature at 
length confined herself to laws to which she was not at first sub- 
jected? 1 confess that I ought not to be surprised that any possible 
thing should happen, when the rarity of the event is compensated 
by the great odds that it did not happen. And yet if any one were to 
tell me that a number of printer’s types, jumbled promiscuously to- 
gether, had arranged themselves in the order of the letters compoting 
the iEneid, I certainly should not deign to take one step to verify 
or disprove such a story. It may be said, I forget the number of 
chances: but pray how many must I suppose to render such a com- 
bination in any degree probable? I, who see only the one, must con- 
clude that there is an infinite number against it, and that it is not the 
effect of chance. Add to this that the product of these combinations 
must be always of the same nature with the combined elements; 
hence life and organization never can result from a blind concourse 
of atoms, nor will the chemist, with all his art in compoimds, ever 
find sensation and thought at the bottom of his crucible. 

I have been frequently surprised and sometimes scandalized in 
the reading of Nieuwentheit. What a presumption was it to set 
down to make a book of those wonders of nature that display the 
wisdom of their author? Had his book been as big as the whole 
world, he would not have exhausted his subject; and no sooner do 
we enter into the minutiae of things than the greatest wonder of all 
escapes us;— that is, the harmony and connection of the whole. The 
generation of living and organized bodies alone bafOes all the efforts 
of the human understanding. That insurmountable barrier which 
nature hath placed between the various species of animals, that they 
might not be confounded with each other, makes her intentions 
sufficiently evident. Not contented only to establish order, she has 
taken effectual methods to prevent its being disturbed. 

There is not a being in the universe which may not^ in smne 
respect, be negard^l as the common, center of all others, which are 
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ranged around it in such a manner that they serve reciprocally as 
cause and effect to one another. The imagination is lost and the 
understanding confounded in such an infinite diversity of relations, 
of which, however, not one of them is either lost or confimnded in 
the crowd. How absurd the attempt to deduce this wonderful har- 
mony from the blind mechanism of a fortuitous jumble of atoms! 
Those who deny the unity of design, so manifest in the relation of all 
the parts of this grand system, may endeavor as much as they will 
to conceal their absurdities with abstract .ideas, coordinations, general 
principles, and emblematical terms. I^Wever they may advante, it 
is impossible for me to conceive that a system of beings can tie so 
wisely regulated, without the existence of some intelligent cwse 
which effects such regulation. It is not in my power to believe ^t 
passive inanimate matter could ever have produced living and sen- 
sible creatures,— that a blind fatality should be productive of intelli- 
gent beings,— or that a cause, incapable itself of thinking, should 
produce the faculty of thinking in its effects. 

1 believe, therefore, that the world is governed by a wise and 
powerful Will. I see it, or rather I feel it; and this is of importance 
for me to know. But is the world eternal, or is it created? Are 
things derived from one self-existent principle, or are there two or 
more, and what is their essence? Of all this I know nothing, nor do 
I see that it is necessary I should. In proportion as such knowledge 
may become interesting I will endeavor to acquire it: but further 
than this I give up all such idle disquisitions, which serve only to 
make me discontented with myself, which are useless in practice^ and 
are above my understanding. 

You will remember, however, that I am not dictating my senti- 
ments to you, but only explaining what they are. Whether matter 
be eternal or only created, whether it have a passive principle or not, 
certain it is that the whole universe is one design, and sufficiently 
displays one intelligent agent: for I see no part of this system that is 
not under regulation, or that does not concur to one and the same 
end; viz. that of preserving the present and established order of 
things. That Being, whose will is Hs deed, whose principle of action 
is in himself,— that Being, in a word, whatever it be, that gives 
motion to all parts of the universe, and governs all things, I call God. 
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To this term I affix the ideas of intelligence, power, and will, which 
I have collected from the order of things; and to these I add that of 
goodness, which is a necessary consequence of their nninn. But I 
am not at all the wiser concerning the essence of the Being to which 
I give these attributes. He remains at an equal distance from my 
senses and my understanding. The more I think of him, the more 
I am confounded. I know of a certainty that he exists, and that his 
existence is independent of any of his creatures. I know also that 
my existence is dependent on his, and that every being I know is in 
the same situation as myself. I perceive the deity in all his works, 

I feel him within me, and behold him in every object around me; 
but I no sooner endeavor to contemplate what he is in himself,— I 
no sooner enquire where he is, and what is his substance, than he 
eludes the strongest efforts of my imagination; and my bewildered 
understanding is convinced of its own weakness. 

For this reason I shall never take upon me to argue about the 
nature of God further than I am obliged to do by the relation he 
appears to stand in to myself. There is so great a temerity in such 
disquisitions that a wise man will never enter on them without 
trembling, and feeling fully "assured of his incapacity to proceed far 
on so sublime a subject: for it is less injurious to entertain no ideas 
of the deity at all, than to harbor those which are unworthy and 
unjust. 

After having discovered those of his attributes by which I am con* 
vinced of his existence, 1 return to myself and consider the place I 
occupy in that order of things, which is directed by him and sub- 
jected to my examination. Here I find my species stand incontestibly 
in the first rank; as man, by virtue of his will and the instruments he 
is possessed of to put it in execution, has a greater power over the 
bodies by which he is surrounded than they, by mere physical im- 
pulse, have over him. By virtue of his intelligence, I also find, he is 
the only created being here below that can take a general survey of 
the whole system. Is there one among them, except man, who knovvs 
how to observe all others? — to weigh, to calculate^ to foresee their 
motions, their effects, and to join, if I may so express myself, the 
sentiment of a general existence to that of the individual? What is 
there so very rifficulous then in supposing every thing madofor man. 



256 ROUSSEAU 

when he is the only created being who knows how to consider the 
relation in which all things stand to himself? 

It is then true that man is lord of the creation,— dtat he is, at least, 
sovereign over the habitable earth; for it is certain that he not only 
subdues all other animals, and even disposes by his industry of the 
elements at his pleasure, but he alone of all terrestrial beings knows 
how to subject to his convenience, and even by contemplation to 
appropriate to his use^ the very stars and planets he cannot approach. 
Let any one produce me an animal of another species who knows 
how to make use of hre, or hath faculties to admire the sun. What! 
am I able to observe, to know other bangs and their relations,—^ 

I capable of discovering what is order, beauty, virtue,— of contem- 
plating the universe, — of elevating my ideas to the hand which gov- 
erns the whole,— am I capable of loving what is good and doing it, 
and shall I compare myself to the brutes? Abject soul I it is you^ 
gloomy philosophy alone that renders you at all like them. Or, rather,' 
it is vain you would debase yourself. Your own genius rises up 
against your principles; — ^your benevolent heart gives the lie to your 
absurd doctrines,— and even the abuse of your faculties demonstrates 
their excellence in spite of yourself. 

For my part, who have no system to maintain, who am only a 
simple, honest man, attached to no party, unambitious of being the 
founder of any sect, and contented with the situation in which God 
hath placed me, I see nothing in the world, except the deity, better 
than my own species; and were I left to choose my place in the 
ordor of created beings, I see none that I could prefer to that of 
man. 

This reflection, however, is less vain than affecting; for my state 
is not the effect of choice, and could not be due to the merit of a 
being that did not before exist. Can 1 behold myself, nevertheless 
thus distinguidied, without thinking myself happy in occupying so* 
honorable a post; or without blessing the hand that placed me here? 
From the first view I thus took of myself, my heart began to glow 
with a sense of gratitude towards the author of our being; and 
hence arose my first idea of the wordiip due to a beneficent deity. I 
adore the suf^reme power, and melt into tendamess at his goodness. 
I have no need to be taught artificial forms of worship; the dictates 



A SAVOYARD VICAR 257 

of osture are sufficient* Is it not a natural consequence of self-love to 
honor those who protect us, and to love such as do us good? 

But when I come afterwards to take a view of the particular rank 
and relation in which I stand, as an individual, among the fellow- 
creatures of my species; to consider the different ranks of society and 
the persons by whom they are filled; what a scene is presented to me! 
Where is that order and regularity before observed? The scenes of 
nature present to my view the most perfect harmony and proportion: 
those of mankind nothing but confusion and disorder. The physical 
elements of things act in concert with each other; the moral world 
alone is a chaos of discord. Mere animals are happy; but man, their 
lord and sovereign, is miserablel Where, Supreme Wisdom! are thy 
laws? Is it thus, O Providence! thou governest the world? What 
is become of thy power, thou Supreme Beneficence! when I behold 
evil thus prevailing upon the earth? 

Would you believe, my good friend, that from such gloomy 
reflections and apparent contradictions, I should form to myself more 
sublime ideas of the soul than ever resulted from my former re- 
searches? In meditating on the nature of man, I conceived that I 
discovered two distinct principles; the one raising him to the study 
of eternal truth, the love of justice and moral beauty— bearing him 
aloft to the regions of the intellectual world, the contemplation of 
which yields the truest delight to the philosopher; the other debasing 
him even below himself, subjecting him to the slavery of sense, the 
tyranny of the passions, and exciting these to counteract every noble 
and generous sentiment inspired by the former. When I perceived 
myself hurried away by two such contrary powers, I naturally con- 
cluded that man is not one simple and individual substance. I will, 
and I will not; I perceive myself at once free, and a slave; I see what 
is good, I admire it, and yet I do the evil: I am active when I listen 
to my reason, and passive when hurried away by my passions; while 
my greatest uneasiness is to find, when fallen under temptations, that 
I had the power of resisting them. 

Attend, young man, with confidence to what I say; you will find 
I shall never deceive you. If conscience be the offspring of our preju- 
dices, I am doubtless in the wrong, and moral virtue is not to be 
demonstrated; but if self-love, which makes us prefer ourselves to 
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every thing else, be natural to man, and if neverthdess an innate 
sense of justice be found in his heart, let those who imagine him to 
be a simple uncompounded being reconcile these contradictions, and 
I will give up my opinion and acknowledge him to be one substance. 

You will please to observe that by the word substance I here mean, 
in general, a being possessed of some primitive quality, abstracted 
from all particular or secondary modifications. Now, if all known 
primitive qualities may be united in one and the same being, we 
have no need to admit of more than one substance; but if some of 
these quaUties are incompatible with, and necessarily exclusive of 
each other, we must admit of the existence of as many difieijent 
substances as there are such incompatible qualities. You will do well 
to reflect on this subject. For my part, notwithstanding what 
Locke hath said on this head, I need only to know that matter’is 
extended and divisible, to be assured that it cannot think; and when 
a philosopher comes and tells me that trees and rocks have thought 
and perception, he may, perhaps, embarrass me with the subdety of 
his arguments, but I caimot help regarding him as a disingenuous 
sophist, who had rather attribute sentiment to stocks and stones than 
acknowledge men to have a soul. 

Let us suppose that a man, born deaf, should deny the reality of 
sounds, because his ears were never sensible of them. To convince 
him of his error, I place a violin before his eyes; and, by playing on 
another, concealed from him, give a vibration to the strings of the 
former. This motion, I tell him, is efFected by sound. 

“Not at all,” says he; “the cause of the vibration of the string, is in 
the string itself: it is a common quality in all bodies so to vibrate.” 

“Show me then,” I reply, “the same vibration in other bodies; or 
at least, the cause of it in this string.” 

“I cannot,” the deaf man may reply, “but wherefore must I, be- 
cause I do not conceive how this string vibrates, attribute the cause 
to your pretended sounds, of which I cannot entertain the least idea? 
This would be to attempt an explanation of one obscurity by another 
still greater, '^ther make your soimds perceptible to m^ or I shall 
continue to doubt their existence.” 

The more I reflect on our capadty of thinking, and the nature of 
the human understanding, the greater is the resemblance I find be- 
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tween the wguments of our materialists and that of such a deaf man 
They ar^ in e&ct, equally deaf to that internal voice which, never- 
theless, calls to them so loud and emphatically. A mere machine is 
evidently incapable of thinking, it has neither motion nor figure 
productive of reflection: whereas in man there exists something per- 
petually prone to expand, and to burst the fetters by which it is con- 
fined. Space itself affords not bounds to the human mind: the whole 
imiverse is not extensive enough for man; his sentiments, his derires, 
his anxieties, and even his pride, take rise from a principle different 
from that body within which he perceives himself confined. 

No material being can be self-active, and I perceive that I am so. 
It is in vain to dispute with me so dear a point. My own sentiment 
carries with it a stronger conviction than any reason which can ever 
be brought against it. I have a body on which other bodies act, and 
which acts redprocally upon them. This reciprocal action is indubi- 
table; but my will is independent of my senses. I can either consent 
to, or resist dieir impressions. I am either vanquished or victor, and 
perceive dearly within myself when I act according to my will, and 
when I submit to be governed by my passions. I have always the 
power to will, though not the force to execute it. When I give myself 
up to any temptation, I .act from the impulse of external objects. 
When I reproach mysdf for my weakness in so doing, I listen only 
to the dictates of my will. I am a slave in my vices, and free in my 
repentance. The sentiment of my liberty is effaced only by my depra- 
vation, and when I prevent the voice of the soul from being heard 
in opposition to the laws of the body. 

All the knowledge I have of volition, is deduced from a sense of 
my own; and, of the understanding, my knowledge is no greater. 
When I am asked what is the cause that determines my will, I ask in 
my turn, what is the cause that determines my judgment? for it is 
dear that these two causes make but one; and if we conceive that 
man is active in forming his judgment of things— that his under- 
standing is only a power of comparing and judging, we shall see 
that his liberty is only a similar power, or one derived from this— he 
chooses the good as he judges of the true, and for the same reason as 
he deduces a false judgment, he makes a bad choice. What then is 
the cause that determines his will? It is his judgment. And what 
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is the cause that determines his judgment? It is his intdUgent fac- 
ulty,— his power of judging. The determining cause lies in himself. 
If we proceed beyond tins point, I know nothing of the matter. 

Not that I can suppose myself at liberty not to will my own good, 
or to will my own evil: but my liberty consists in this very drcum- 
stance, that I am incapdjle to will any thing but what is useful to me, 
or at least what appears so, without any foreign object interfering 
in my determination. Does it follow from hence that I am not my 
own master because I am incapable of assiuning another bang, or of 
divesting myself of what is essential to my existence? 

The principle of all action lies in the> will of a free being. We ^n 
go no farther in search of its source. It is not the word liberty that 
has no signification; it is that of necessity. To suppose any nctSpit 
effect, which is not derived from an active principle, is indeed to 
suppose effects without a cause. Either there is no first impulse or 
every first impulse can have no prior cause; nor can there be any such 
thing as will without liberty. Man is, therefore, a free agent, and as 
such animated by an immaterial substance. This is my third article of 
faith. From these three first you may easily deduce all the rest, with- 
out my continuing to number them. 

If man be an active and free being, he aas of himself. None of his 
spontaneous actions, therefore, enter into the general system of 
Providence, nor can be imputed to it. Providence doth not contrive 
the evil, which is the consequence of man’s abusing the liberty his 
creator gave him; it only doth not prevent it, either because the evil 
which so impotent a being is capable of doing is beneath its notice, 
or because it caimot prevent it without laying a restraint upon his 
liberty, and causing a greater evil by debasing his nature. Providence 
hath left man at liberty, not that he should do evil, but good, by 
choice. It hath capacitated him to make such choice, in making a 
proper use of the ^iculties it hath bestowed on him. His powers, 
however, are at the same time so limited and confined, that the use 
he makes of his liberty is not of importance enough to disturb the 
goieral order of the universe. The evil done by man falls upon his 
own head, without making any change in the system of the world,— 
without hindering the human species from bang preserved in spite 
of diemsdves. To complain, therefore^ that God doth not fffevent 
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man hom doing evil is, in fact, to compUdn that he hath pvoi a 
superior excellence to human nature,--that he hath «»nnnKl«l ©ur 
actions by annexing to them the merit of virtue. 

The highest enjoyment is that of being contented virith oursdves. 
It is in order to deserve this contentment that we are placed here on 
earth and endowed with liberty,— that we are tempted by our pas- 
sions, and restrained by conscience. What could Omnipotence itself 
do more in our favor? Could it have established a m nrfadirtion in 
our nature, or have allotted a reward for well-doing to a Ivwng 
incapable of doing ill? Is it necessary, in order to prevent man from 
bang wicked, to reduce all his faculties to a simple instinct and makp 
him a mere brute? Nol never can I reproach the Deity for having 
given me a soul made in his own image, that I mi ght be free, good, 
and happy like himself. 

It is the abuse of our faculties which makes us wicked and miser- 
able. Our cares, our anxieties, oiu* griefs, are all owing to ourselves. 
Moral evil is incontestibly our own work, and physical evil would in 
fact be nothing, did not our vices render us sensible of it. Is it not 
for our preservation that luture makes us sensible of our wants? Is 
not pain of body an indication that the machine is out of order, and 
a caution for us to provide a remedy? And as to death, do not the 
wicked render both our lives and their own miser^le? Who can be 
desirous of living here forever? Death is a remedy for all the evils 
we inflict on ourselves. Nature will not let us suffer perpetually. To 
how few evils are men subject who live in primeval simplicity! They 
hardly know any disease, and are irritated by scarcely any passions. 
They neither foresee death, nor suffer by the apprehensions of it. 
When it approaches, their miseries render it desirable, and it is to 
them no evil. If we could be contented with being what we are, we 
diould have no inducement to lament our fate; but we inflict on 
ourselves a thousand real evils in seeking after an imaginary happi- 
ness. Those who are impatient under trifling inconveniences, must 
expect to suffer much greater. In our endeavors to reestablish by 
medicines a constitution impaired by irregularities, we always add 
to the evil we feel, the greater one which we fear.- Our apprehensions 
of deadi anticipate its horrors and hasten its approach. The faster 
we endeavor to fly, the swifter it pursues us. Thus we are terrified 
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as long as we liv^ and murmuring against nature on account o£ 
those evils which we bring on ourselves by doing outrage to her laws. 

Enquire no longer then, who is the author of evil. Behold him in 
yourself. There exists no other evil in nature than what you dther 
do or suffer, and you are equally the author of both. A general evil 
could exist only in disorder, but in the system of nature I see an 
established order, which is never disturbed. Particular evil exists only 
in the sentiment of the sufiering being; and this sentiment is not 
given to man by nature, but is of his own acquisition. Pain and 
sorrow have but little hold on those who, unaccustomed to reflec* 
tion, have neither memory nor foresight*. Take away our fatal 
provements — ^take away our errors and our vices^take away,\in 
short, every thing that is the work of man, and all that remains is 
good. \ 

Where every thing is good, nothing can be unjust, justice being 
inseparable from goodness. Now goodness is the necessary effect of 
infinite power and self-love essential to every being conscious of its 
existence. An omnipotent Being extends its existence also, if I may 
so express myself, with that of its creatures. Production and preserva- 
tion follow from the constant exertion of its power: it does not act 
on non-existence. God is not the God of the dead, but of the living. 
He cannot be mischievous or wicked without hurting himself. A 
being capable of doing every thing cannot wiU to do any thing but 
what is good. He who is infinitely good, therefore, because he is 
infinitely powerful, must also be supremely just, otherwise he would 
be inconsistent with himself. For that love of order which produces 
it we call goodness, and that love of order which preserves it is called 
jusfice. 

God, it is said, owes nothing to his creatures. For my part, I be- 
lieve he owes them every thing he promised them when he gave 
them being. Now what is less than to promise them a blessing, if he 
gives them an idea of it, and has so constituted them as to feel the 
want of it? The more I look into myself, the more plainly I read 
these words written in my soul : Be just and thou wilt be happy. 1 see 
not the truth of this, however, in the present state of things, wherein 
the wicked triumph and the just are trampled on and oppressed. 
What indignation, hence, arises within us to find that our h<^)es are 
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frustrated! Consdence itself rises up and complains of its maker. It 
cries out to him, lamenting, thou hast deceived me! 

“I have deceived thee! rash man? Who hath told thee so? Is thy 
soul annihilated? Dost thou cease to exist? Oh, Brutus! stain not 
a life of glory in the end. Leave not thy honor and thy hopes with 
thy body in the fields of Philippi. Wherefore dost thou say, virtue 
is a shadow, when thou vwlt yet enjoy the reward of tbinp, own? 
Dost thou imagine thou art going to die? No! thou art going to 
live! and then will I make good every promise I have made to thee.” 

One would be apt to think, from the murmurs of impatient mor- 
tals, that God owed them a recompense before they had deserved itj 
and that he was obliged to reward their virtue beforehand. No; let 
us first be virtuous, and rest assured we shall sooner or later be happy. 
Let us not require the prize before we have won the victory, nor 
demand the price of our labor before the work be finished, “It is not 
in the lists,” says Plutarch, “that the victors at our games are 
crowned, but after the contests are over.” 

If the soul be immaterial, it may survive the body, and if so. Provi- 
dence is justified. Had I no other proof of the immateriality of the 
soul, than the oppression of the just and the triumph of the wicked 
in this world, this alone? would prevent my having the least doubt 
of it. So shocking a discord amidst the general harmony of things, 
would make me naturally look out for the cause. I should say to 
myself, we do not cease to exist with this life,— every thing reassumes 
its order after death. I should, indeed, be embarrassed to tell where 
man was to be found, when all his perceptible properties were de- 
stroyed. At present, however, there appears to me no difficulty in dus 
point, as I acknowledge the existence of two different substances. It 
is very plain that during my corporeal life, as I perceive nothing but 
by means of my senses, whatever is not submitted to thdr cognizance 
must escape me. When the union of the body and the soul is broken, 
I conceive that the one may be dissolved, and the other preserved 
entire. Why should the dissolution of the one necessarily bring on 
that of the other ? On the contrary, being so different in their natures, 
their state of union is a state of violence, and when it is broken they 
both return to their natural situation. The active and liwng sub- 
stance trains all the force it had employed in giving motion to the 
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passive and dead substance to which it had been united. Alas! my 
failings make me but too sensible that man is but half alive in this 
life, and that the life of the soul commences at the death of the 
body. 

But what is that life? Is the soul immortal in its own nature? My 
limited comprehension is incapable of conceiving any thing that is 
unlimited. Whatever we call infinite is beyond my conception. What 
can 1 deny or affirm? — ^what arguments can I employ on a subject I 
cannot conceive? I believe that the soul survives the body so long 
as is necessary to justify Providence in the good order of things; 
but who knows that this will be forever?^ I can readily conceive hpw 
material bodies wear away and are destroyed by the separationlof 
their parts, but I cannot conceive a like dissolution of a thinking 
being; and hence, as I cannot imagine how it can die, I presume Vt 
cannot die at all. This presumption, also, being consolatory and not 
unreasonable, why should 1 be fearful to indulge it? 

I feel that I have a soul: I know it both from thought and senti- 
ment: I know that it exists, without knowing its essence: I cannot 
reason, therefore, on ideas which I have not. One thing, indeed, I 
know very well, which is, that the identity of my being can be pre- 
served only by the memory, and that to be in fact the same person, 
I must remember to have previously existed. Now I cannot recollect, 
after my death, what I was during life, without also recollecting my 
perceptions, and consequently my actions: and 1 doubt not but this 
remembrance will one day constitute the happiness of the just and 
the torment of the wicked. Here below, the violence of our passions 
absorbs the innate sentiment of right and wrong, and stifles remorse. 
The mortification and obloquy which virtue often suffers in the 
world, may prevent our being sensible of its charms. But when, de- 
livered from the delusions of sense, we shall enjoy the contemplation 
of the Supreme Being, and those eternal truths of which he is the 
source;— when the beauty of the natural order of things shall strike 
all the faculties of the soul, and when we shall be employed solely 
in comparing what we have really done 'with what we ought to have 
done, then will the voice of conscience reassumejts tone and strength; 
then will that pure delight, which arises from a consciousness of 
virtue, and the bitter regret of having debased ourselves by wee, 
determine the lot which is severally prepared for us. Ask me not, my 
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good frirady if there may not be some other causes of future hapjH* 
ness and misery. I confess I am ignorant. These, however, which I 
conceive, are sufficient to console me under the inconveniencies of this 
life, and give me hopes of another. I do not pretend to say that the 
virtuous will receive any peculiar rewards; for what other advantage 
can a bdng, excellent in its own nature, expect than to aist in a 
manner agreeable to the excellence of its constitution? I dare affirm, 
nevertheless, that they will be happy: because their Creator, the 
author of all justice, having given them sensibility, cannot have made 
them to be miserable; and as they have not abused their liberty on 
earth, they have not perverted the design of their creation by their 
own fault: yet, as they have suffered evils in this life, they will cer- 
tainly be indemnified in another. This opinion is not so much 
founded on the merits of a man, as on the notion of that goodness 
which appears to me inseparable from the divine nature. I only sup- 
pose the order of things strictly maintained, and that the Deity is 
ever consistent with himself. 

It would be to as little piurpose to ask me whether the torments of 
the wicked will be eternal. On this subjea I am entirely ignorant, 
and have not the vain curiosity to perplex myself with such useless 
disquisitions. Indeed, why should I interest myself to discover their 
ultimate fate and destiny? I can never believe, however, that they 
will be condemned to everlasting torments. 

If supreme justice avenges itself on the wicked, it avenges itself on 
them here below. It is you and your errors, ye nations! that are its 
ministers of vengeance. It employs the evils you bring on each other, 
to punish the crimes for whi^ you deserve them. It is in the insa- 
tiable hearts of mankind,— corroding with envy, avarice, and ambi- 
tion, — ^that their avenging passions punish them for their vices, 
amidst all the false appearances of prosperity. Where is the necessity 
of seeking a hell in another life, when it is to be found even in this,— 
in the hearts of the wicked. 

Where our momentary necessities or senseless desires have an end, 
there ought our passions and our vices to end also. Of what. per- 
versity can pure spirits be susceptible? As they stand in need of 
nothing, to what end should they be vicious? If destitute of our 
grosser senses, can they be desirous of any thing but good? Doth not 
their happiness consist principally in contemplation, and is it pos- 
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sible that those who cease to be wicked should be eternally miserable? 

This is what I am inclined to believe on this head, without giving 
myself the trouble to determine positively concerning the matter. 

O righteous and merdfid beingl whatever be thy decrees, I ac- 
knowledge their rectitude. If thou punishest the wicked, my weak 
reason is dumb before thy justice. But if the remorse of those unfor- 
tunate wretches is to have an end,— if the same fate is one day to 
attend us all,— my soul exults in thy praise. Is not the wicked man, 
after all, my brother? How often have I been tempted to resemble 
him in partaking of his vices. OI ma^ he be delivered 
misery; may he cast off, also, that malignity which 
may he be ever as happy as myself; so far from exciting my 
his happiness will only add to my own. 

It is thus by contemplating God in his works, and studying 
in those attributes which it imports me to know, that I lean 
degrees to extend that imperfect and confined idea I had at 
formed of the Supreme Being. But, if this idea becomes thus more 
grand and noble, it is proportionably less adapted to the weakness 
of the human understanding. In proportion as my mind approaches 
eternal light, its brightness dazzles and confounds me; so that I am 
forced to give up all those mean and earthly images which asrist 
my imagination. God is no longer a corporeal and perceptible being: 
the supreme Intelligence which governs the world, is no longer the 
world itself; but in vain I endeavour to elevate my thoughts to a 
conception of his essence. When 1 reflect that it is he who g^ves Me 
and activity to that living and active substance which moves and 
governs animated bodies,— when I am told that my soul is a spiritual 
being, and that God is also a spirit, I am incensed at this dri^asement 
of the divine essence, as if God and my soul were of the same nature, 
as if God was not the only absolute, the only truly active being,— 
perceiving, thinking and willing of himself,— from whom his crea- 
tures dmve thought, activity, will, liberty, and existence. We are 
free only because it is his will that we should be so; his inexplicable 
substance being, with respect to our souls, such as our soub are in 
regard to our bodies. I know nothing of his having created matter, 
bodies, spirits, or the world. The idea of creation confounds me and 
surpasses my conception, though I believe as much of it as I am ri>le 




A SAVOYARD VICAR 167 

te conceive. But I know that God hath formed the universe and all 
that existS} in the most consummate order. He is doubtless eternal) 
but I am incapacitated to conceive an idea of eternity. Why then 
should I amuse myself with words? All that I conceive is, that he 
existed before all things, that he exists with them, and will exist after 
them, if they should ever have an end. That a being, whose own*-** 
is inconceivable^ should give existence to other beings, is at best 
obscure and incomprehensible to our ideas; but that something and 
nothing should be reciprocally converted into each other is a pal- 
pable contradiction, a most manifest absurdity. 

God is intelligent; but in what manner ? Man is inrfi1 1igt»nr by the 
act of reasoning, but the supreme intelligence lies under no necessity 
to reason. He requires neither premises nor consequences; nor even 
the simple form of a proposition. His knowledge is purely intuidve. 
He beholds equally what is and will be. All truths are to him as one 
idea, as all places are but one point, and ail dmes one moment. 
Human power acts by the use of means, the divine power in and of 
itself. God is powerful because he is willing, his will consdtudng his 
power. God is good. Nothing is more manifest than this truth. 
Goodness in man, however, consists in a love to his fellow-creatures, 
and the goodness of God in a love of order; for it is on such order 
that the connexion and preservadon of all things depend. Again, 
God is just. This I am fully convinced o^ as jusdce is the natural 
consequence of goodness. The injusdce of men is their own work, 
not lus; and that moral disorder, which in the judgment of some 
philosophers makes against the system of providence, is in mine 
the strongest argument for it. Jusdce in man, indeed, is to render 
every one his due: but the jusdce of God requires at the hands of 
every one an account of the talents with which he has entrusted them. 

In the discovery by the force of reason, however, of those divine 
attributes of which I have no absolute idea, 1 only affirm what I do 
not clearly comprehend; which is in effect to affirm nothing. I may 
say, it is true that^ God is this or that; I may be sensible of it and 
fully convinced within myself, but I may yet be unable to con^ve 
how, or in what manner he is so. 

In short, the greater efforts I make to contemplate his infinite 
essence, the less I am able to concdve it. But I am certain that he is, 
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and that is sufficient. The more he surpasses my conceptions, the 
more I adore him. I humble myself before him, and say: 

“Being of beingsl I am, because thou art. To meditate condnually 
on thee is to elevate my thoughts to the foimtain of existence. The 
most moritorious use of my reason is to be annihilated before thee. 
It is the delight of my soul, to feel my weak faculties overcome by 
the splendor of thy greatness.” 

After having thus deduced this most important truth, from the 
impressions of perceptible objects and that innate principle which 
leads me to judge of natural causes from^ experience, it remains for 
me to inquire what maxims I ought fo draw therefrom for tny 
conduct in life,— what rules I ought to prescribe to myself, in order 
to fulfill my destiny on earth agreeably to the design of him wno 
placed me here. To pursue my own method, 1 deduce these rules, 
not from the sublime principles of philosophy, but find them writte^ 
in indelible characters on my heart. I have only to consult myseu 
concerning what I ought to do. All that I feel to be right, is right: 
whatever I feel to be wrong, is wrong. Conscience is the ablest of all 
casuists, and it is only when we are trafficing with her, that we have 
recourse to the subtilties of logical ratiocination. The chief of our 
concerns is that of ourselves; yet how often have we not been told 
by the monitor within, that to pursue our own interest at the expense 
of others would be to do wrongl We imagine, thus, that we are 
sometimes obeying the impulse of nature, and we are all the while 
resisting it. In listening to the voice of our senses we turn a deaf ear 
to the dictates of our hearts, — ^the active being obeys,— the passive 
being commands. Conscience is the voice of the soul,— the passions 
are the voice of the body. Is it surprising that these two voices should 
sometimes contradict each other, or can it be doubted, when they 
do, which ought to be obeyed? Reason deceives us but too often, 
and has given us a right to distrust her conclusions; but conscience 
never deceives us. She is to the soul what instinct* is to the body,— 

^ Modern philosophy, which affects to admit of nothing but what it can explain, 
hath nevertheless very unadvisedly admitted of that obscure faculty, called instinct, 
which appears to direct animals to the purposes of their being, without any acquisition 
of knowledge. Instinct, according to one of our greatest philosophers, is a habit destitute 
of reflection, but acquired by reflecting. Thus from the manner in which he explains 
its progress, we are led to conclude that children reflect more than grown persons; 
a paradox singular enough to require some examination. Without entering, however. 
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she is mans truest and safest guide. Whoever puts faimsdf under 
the conduct ci this guide pursues the direct padi of nature, and need 
not fear to be misled. This point is very important, (pursued my 
benefactor, perceiving I was going to interrupt him), permit me to 
d^ain you a litde bnger in order to clear it up. 

All the morality of our actions lies in the judgments we oursdves 
form of them. If virtue he any thing real, it ought to be the «am«» 
in our hearts as in our actions; and one of the first rewards of virtue 
is to be conscious of our pi|tting it in practice. If moral goodness be 
agreeable to our nature, a man cannot be sound of mind or perfectly 
con«ituted, unless he be good. On the contrary, if it be not so and 
man is naturally wicked, he cannot become good without a corrup- 
tion of his nature; goodness being contrary to his constitution. 
Formed for the destruction of his fellow-creatures, as the wolf is to 
devour its prey, an humane and compassionate man would be as 
depraved an animal as a meek and lamb-like wolf, while virtue only 
would leave behind it the stings of remorse. 

Let us examine ourselves, my young friend, all partiality apart, 
and see which way our inclinations tend. Which is most agreeable 
to us, to contemplate the happiness or the miseries of others? Which 
is the most pleasing for us to do, and leaves the most agreeable 
reflection after it, an act of benevolence or of cruelty ? For whom are 
we the most deeply interested at our theatres? Do you take a pleas- 
ure in acts of villainy? or do you shed tears at seeing the authors of 

into the discussion of it at present, 1 would only ask what name 1 am to give to that 
eagerness which my dog shows to pursue a mole, for instance, which he does not 
eat when he has caught it; — ^to that patience with which he stands watching for them 
whole hours, and to that expertness with which he makes them a prey the moment 
they reach the surface of the earth; and that in order only to kill them, without ever 
having been trained to mole hunting, or having been taught that moles were beneath 
the spot? 1 would ask further, as more important, why the first time I threaten the 
same dog, he throws himself down with his back to the ground and his feet raused 
in a suppliant attitude, the most proper of all others to excite my compassion; an 
attitude in which he would not long remain if I were so obdurate as to beat him 
lying in such a posture? Is it possible that a young puppy can have already acquired 
moral ideas? Can he have any notion of clemency and generosity? What experience 
can encmirage him to hope he shall appease me, by giving himself up to my mercy? 
Almott all dogs do nearly the same thing in the same circumstances, nor do I advance 
ituiy thing here of which every one may not convince himself. Let the philosophers, 
who f^act 80 disdainfully the term instinct, explain this fact merely by the operation 
of our senses, and the knowledge thereby acquired; let them explain it, 1 say, in a 
manner satisfactory to any person of common sense, and I have no more to say in 
favor ol instinct. 
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them brought to condign punishment? It has been said that every 
thing is uuMerent to us in which we are not interested: the contrary, 
however, is certain; as the soothing endearments of frienddiip and 
humanity console us under afSicdon; and even in our pleasures we 
should be too solitary, too miserable, if we had nobody to partake 
them with us. If there be nothing moral in the heart of man, whence 
arise those transports of admiration and esteem we entertain for 
heroic actions and great minds? What has this virtuous enthusiasm 
to do with our private interest? Wherefqpe do I rather wish to be an 
expiring Cato, than a triumphant Caesar? Deprive our hearts of a 
natural affection for the sublime and be*autiful, and you deprivel us 
of all the pleasures of life. The man whose meaner passions have 
stifled in his narrow soul such ddightful sentiments,— he who by 
dint of concentrating all his affections within himself hath arriv^ 
at the pitch of having no regard for any one else, is no longer 
capable of such transports. His frozen heart never flutters with joy; 
no sympathetic tenderness brings the tears into his eyes; he is in- 
capable of enjoyment. The unhappy wretch is void of sensibility: 
he is already dead. 

But how great soever may be the number of the wicked, there are 
but few of these cadaverous souls — but few persons so insensible, if 
their own interest be set aside, to what is just and good. Iniquity 
never pleases unless we profit by it: in every other case it is natural 
for us to denre the protection of the innocent. When we see, for 
instance, in the street or on the highway, an act of injustice or violence 
committed, an emotion of resentment and indignation immediately 
rises in the heart, and incites us to stand up in defence of the injured 
and oppressed: but a more powerful consideration restrains us, and 
the laws deprive individuals of the right of taking upon themselves 
to avenge insulted innocence. On the contrary, if we happen to be 
witnesses to any act of compassion or generosity, with what admira- 
tion, with what esteem are we instantly inspired! Who is there that 
doth not, on such an occasion, say to himself, would that I had done 
as much! It is certainly of very little consequence to us whether a 
man was good or bad who lived two diousagd years ago; and yet 
we are as much affected in this respect by the relations we meet vndi 
in ancient history, as if the transactions recorded had happened in 
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our own times. Of what hurt is the wickedness of a rariUnA to me? 
Am I afraid of falling a victim to his villainy? Wherefore then, do 
I look upon him with the same horror as if he were my contem* 
porary ? We hate the wicked not only because their vices are hurtful, 
but also because they are wicked. We are not only desirous of happi- 
ness for ourselves, but also for the happiness of others; and when 
that happiness doth not diminish ours, it necessarily inrr>»a«^ it. 
In a word, we cannot help sympathizing with the unfortunate, and 
always suffer when we are witnesses to their misery. The most per- 
verse natures cannot be altogether divested of this sympathy; though 
it frequently causes them to act in contradiction to themsdves. The 
robber who strips the passenger on the highway, will frequendy 
distribute his spoils to cover the nakedness of the poor, and the most 
barbarous assassin may be induced humanely to support a man 
falling into a fit. 

We hear daily of the cries of remorse for secret crimes, and fre- 
quendy see remarkable instances of conscience bringing these crimes 
to light. Alas! who is a total stranger to this importunate voice? We 
speak of it from experience, and would be glad to silence so dis- 
agreeable a monitor. But let us be obedient to nature. We know that 
her government is very mild and gracious, and that nothing is more 
agreeable than the testimony of a good conscience, which ever follows 
our observance of her laws. The wicked man is afraid of, and shuns 
himself. He turns his eyes on every side in search of objects to 
amuse him. Without an opportunity for satire and raillery he would 
be always sad. His only pleasure lies in mockery and insult. On the 
contrary, the serenity of the just is internal. His smiles are not those 
of malignity but of joy. The source of them is found in himself, and 
he is as cheerful when alone as in the midst of an assembly. He 
derives not contentment from those who approach him, but com- 
municates it to them. 

Cast your eye over the several nations of the world: take a retro- 
spective view of their various histories. Amidst all the many in- 
human and absurd forms of worship,— amidst all that prodigious 
diversity of manners and characters, — ^you will everywhere find the 
same ideas of justice and honesty, — the same notions of good and 
evil. Ancient paganism adopted ^e most abominable deities, which 
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it would liave punished on earth as inhunous criminals— deities diat 
presented no other picture of supreme happiness rhan the commis- 
sion of aimes, and the gratification of their passbns. But vice, armed 
even with sacred authority, descended in vain on earth. Moral in- 
stinct influenced the human heart to rdbel against it. Even in cele- 
brating the debaucheries of Jupiter, the world admired and respected 
the continence of Xenocrates. The chaste Lucretia adored the impu- 
dent Venus. The intrepid Roman sacrificed to Fear. They invoked 
the god Jupiter who disabled his father Saturn, and yet they died 
without murmuring by the hand of their own. The most ran- 
temptible divinities were adored by the noblest of men. The voice of 
nature, more powerful than that of the gods, made itself respemed 
on earth, and seemed to have banished vice to heaven. \ 

There evidendy exists, then, in the soul of man, an innate pi^- 
ciple of jusdce and goodness, by which, in spite of oiur own maxing, 
we approve or condemn the acdons of omselves and others, l^o 
this principle it is that I give the appelladon of conscience. 

At this word, however, 1 hear the clamor of our pretendous philos- 
ophers, who all exclaim about the mistakes of infancy and the preju- 
dices of educadon. There is nothing, they say, in the human mind 
but what is instilled by experience; nor can we judge of anything but 
from the ideas we have acquired. Nay, they go farther, and venture 
to reject the universal sense of all nations; seeking some obscure 
example known only to themselves, to controvert this striking uni- 
formity in the judgment of mankind: as if all the natural inclina- 
dons of the race were atmihilated by the depravation of one people, 
and as if when monsters appeared the species itself were extinct. 
But what end did it serve to the skepdcal Montaigne, to take so 
much trouble to discover in an obscure corner of the world a custom 
opposed to the common notions of jusdce? What end did it answer 
for him to place that confidence in the most suspidous travellers 
which he refused to the most celd>rated writers? Should a few 
whimsical and uncertain customs, founded on local motives un- 
known to us, invalidate a general induction drawn from the united 
concurrence of all nations, contradicting each, other in every other 
point and agredng only in this? You pique yourself, Montaigne, on 
besng ingenuous and sincere. Give us a proof, if it be in the power 
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of a philosopher, your frankness and veracity. Tell me if thm 
be any country upon earth in which it is deemed a crime to be 
sincere^ compasaonate, beneficent, and generous,— in which an hon- 
est man is despicably and knavery held in esteem? 

It is pretended that every one contributes to the public good for 
his own interest; but whence comes it that the virtuous man con- 
tributes to it to his prejudice? Can a man lay down his life for his 
own interest? It is certain all our actions are inflnot ic pd by a view 
to our own good; but unless we take moral good into the account, 
none but the actions of the wicked can ever be explained by motives 
of private interest. We imagine, indeed, that no more will be at- 
tempted; as that would be too abominable a kind of philosophy, by 
which we should be puzzled to account for virtuous actions; or could 
extricate ourselves out of the difficulty only by attributing thpm to 
base designs and sinister views; — by debasing a Socrates and calum- 
niating a Regulus. If ever such doctrines should take rise among us, 
the voice of nature as well as of reason would check their growth 
and leave not even one of those who inculcate them the simple excuse 
of being sincere. 

It is not my design here to enter into such metaphysical investiga- 
tions, as surpass both your capacity and mine, and which in fact are 
useless. I have already told you I would not talk philosophy to you, 
but only assist you to consult your own heart. Were all the philoso- 
phers in Europe to prove me in the wrong, yet if you were sensible 
I was in the right, 1 should desire nothing more. 

To this end you need only to distinguish between our acquired 
ideas and our natural sentiments, for we are sensible before we are 
intelligent; and as we do not learn to desire our own good and to 
avoid what is evil, but possess this desire immediately from nature, 
so the love of virtue and hatred of vice are as natural as the love of 
ourselves. The operations of conscience are not intellectual, but 
sentimental; for though all our ideas are acquired from widioitt, the 
sentiments which estimate them arise from within; and it is by these 
alone that we know the agreement or disagreement which exists 
between us and those things which we ought to seek or shun. 

To is, with us, to be sensible. Our sensibility is incontestably 
prior to our intelligence, and we were possessed of sentiment before 
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we £onned ideas. Whatever was the cause of our being, it hath 
provided for our preservation in furnishing us with sentiments agree- 
able to our constitution, nor can it possibly be denied that these at 
least are innate. 

These sentiments are, in the individual, — the love of himself aver- 
non to pain, dread of death, and the desire of happiness. But if, as 
it cannot be doubted, man is by nature a soda! being, or at least 
formed to become such, his sociability absolutely requires that he 
should be furnished with other innate sentiments relative to his 
species; for to consider only the physi^ wants of men, it wt^uld 
certainly be better for them to be disperkd than assembled. 

Now it is from this moral system,— formed by its duplicate a- 
tion to himself and his fellow creatures, that the impulse of (hn- 
sdence arises. To know what is virtuous is not to love virtue. Man 
has no innate knowledge of virtue; but no sooner is it made kno\^n 
to him by reason, than conscience induces him to love and admire it. 
This is the innate sentiment I mean. 

1 cannot think it impossible therefore to expldn, from natural 
consequences, the immediate principle of conscience independent of 
reason; and, though it were impossible, it is not at all necessary; 
since those who reject this principle (admitted, however, and ac- 
knowledged in general by all mankind) do not prove its non- 
existence, but content themselves with affirming it only. When we 
affirm that it doth exist, we stand at least on as good a footing as 
they, and have beades that internal testimony for us, — the voice of 
conscience deposing in behalf of itself. If the first glimmerings of the 
understanding dazzle our sight, and make objects appear at first 
obscure or confused, let us wait but a little while till our eyes recover 
themselves and gather strength, and we shall presently see, by the 
light of reason, those same objects to be such as nature first presented 
them: or rather, let us be more simple and less vain; let us confine 
ourselves to the sentiments we first discovered, as it is to these our 
well-regtdated studies must always recur. 

O Consdencel G>osciencel thou divine instinct, thou certain 
guide of an ignorant and confined, though intelligent and free be- 
ing;— thou infallible judge of good and evil, who makest man to 
resemble the Deity. In thee consist the excellence of our nature and 



A SAVOYARD VICAR 275 

the morality of our actions. Without thee I perceive nothing in 
myself that should elevate me above the brutes, except the melancholy 
privilege of wandering from error to error by the assistance of an 
ill-regulated understanding and undisciplined reason. 

Thank heaven, we are delivered from this formidable apparatus 
of philosophy. We can be men without being sages. Without spend- 
ing our days in the study of morality, we possess at a cheaper rate 
a more certain guide through the immense and perplexing labyrinth 
of human opinions. It is not enough, however, that such a guide 
exists,— it is necessary to know and follow her. If she speaks to all 
hearts, it may be said, how comes it that so few understantl her? 
It is, alas! because she speaks to us in the language of nature, which 
every thing conspires to make us forget. Conscience is timid,— she 
loves peace and retirement. The world and its noises terrify her. 
The prejudices she has been compelled to give rise to are her most 
cruel enemies, before whom she is silent or avoids their presence. 
Their louder voice entirely overpowers her’s, and prevents her being 
heard. Fanaticism counterfeits her nature, and dictates in her name 
the greatest of crimes. Thus, from being often rejected, she at length 
ceases to speak to us, and answers not our inquiries after being long 
held in contempt; it also’ costs us as much trouble to recall, as it did 
at first to banish her from our bosoms. 

How often in my researches have I found myself fatigued from 
my indifierence! How often hath uneasiness and disgust, poisoning 
my meditations, rendered them insupportable! My insensible heart 
was susceptible only of a luke-warm and languishing zeal for truth. 
I said to myself, why should I take the trouble to seek after things 
that have no existence? Virtue is a mere chimera, nor is there any 
thing desirable but the pleasures of sense. When a man hath once 
lost a taste for the pleasures of the mind, how difficult to recover it! 
How much more difficult it also is for one to acquire such a taste 
who never possessed itl If there be in the world a man so miserable 
as never in his life to have done an action the remembrance of which 
must make him satisfied with himself that man must be ever in- 
capable of such a taste; and for want of bring able to perceive that 
goodness which is conformable to his nature must of necessity re- 
main wicked as he is, and eternally miserable. But can you b^eve 
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there exists on earth a human creature so tl^raved as never to have 
given up his heart to the inclination of doing good? The temptation 
is so natural and seductive, that it is impos^le always to resist it, and 
the remembrance of the pleasure it hath once given us is sufficient 
to commend it to us ever afterwards. Unhappily, this propensity is 
at first difficult to gratify. There are a thousand reasons for our not 
complying with the dictates of our hearts. The false prudence of the 
world confines our good inclinations to ourselves, and all our forti- 
tude is necessary to cast ofi the yoke. To take a pleasure in virtue is 
the reward of having been virtuous, nor is this prize to be obtained 
till it be merited. ., «• 

Nothing is more amiable than virtue, but we must possess it,Un 
order to find it such. When we court at first its embraces, it assum^, 
like Proteus in the fable, a thousand terrifying forms, and displays 
at last its own only to those who are tenacious of their hold. 

Wavering perpetually between my natural sentiments, tending m 
the general good of mankind, and my reason, confining everything 
to my own, 1 should have remained all my life in this continual 
dilemma, doing evil yet loving good, in constant contradiction with 
myself, had not new knowledge enlightened my heart; had not the 
truth, which determined my opinions, directed also my condua and 
rendered me consistent. 

It is in vain to attempt the establishment of virtue on the founda- 
tion of reason alone. What solidity is there in such a base? Virtue, 
it is said, is the love of order; but can or ought this love of order to 
prevail over that of my own happiness? Let there be given me a 
clear and sufficient reason for my giving it the preference. This 
pretended principle is at the bottom only a mere play upon words; 
as 1 may as well say that vice also consists in the love of order taken 
in a difierent sense. There is some kind of moral order in every 
thing that has sentiment and intelligence. The difference is that a 
good being regulates himself according to the general order of things, 
and a wi^ed being regulates things agreeably to his own private 
interest: the latter makes himself the centre of all things, and the 
farmer measures his radius and disposes himself in the cdrcumfer- 
ence. Here he is arranged, with respect to the conunoh centre, as 
God, and with respect to all concentric circles, as his fellow creatures. 
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If there be no God, the wicked man only reasons rijht— the r»r* 
man is a mere fool. 

O my chiidl may you be one day sensible how great a wei^ we 
are relieved from, when, having exhausted the vanity of human 
opinions and tasted of the bitterness of the passions, we see our* 
sdves at last so near the path to wisdom,"—the reward of our good 
actions, and the source of that happiness we had despaired of ob- 
taining. 

Every duty prescribed by the laws of nature, though almost effaced 
from my heart by the injustice of mankind, again revived at the 
name of that etanal justice which imposed them, and was a viritness 
to my discharge of them. I see in mys^ nothing more than the work 
and instrument of a superior being desirous of and Hning good, 
desirous also of effecting mine by the concurrence of my will to his 
own, and by my making a right use of my liberty. I acquiesce in the 
regularity and order he hath established, being certain of enjoying 
one day or other that order in myself, and of finding my happiness 
therein: for what can afford greater felicity than to perceive one’s self 
making a part of a system where every tWng is constructed aright? 
On every occasion of pain or sorrow I support them with patience, 
reflecting that they are transitory and that they are derived from a 
body that is detached from myself. If I do a good action in secret, I 
know that it is nevertheless seen, and make the consideration of an- 
other life the rule of my conduct in this. If I am ever dealt with 
unjustly I say to myself, that just Being, who governs all things, 
knows how to indemnify me. My corporeal necessities and the 
miseries inseparable from this mortal life, make the appr^ensions 
of death more supportable. I have hence so many chains the less to 
break when I am obliged to quit this mortal scene. 

For what reason my soul is thus subjected to die organs of sense 
and chained to a body which lays it under so much restraint, I 
know not, nor presume to enter into the decrees of the Almighty. 
But I may, without temerity, form a modest conjecture or two on this 
subject. 1 reflect that, if the mind of man had remained perfecdy 
fi’ee and pure, what merit could he have pretended to in admiring 
and pursuing that order which he saw already escdilished, and whi^ 
he would lie under no temptation to disturb? It is true he would 
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have been happy, but he could not have attained that most sub- 
lime degree of felicity— the glory of virtue and the testimony of a 
good conscience. We should in such a case have been no better than 
the angels, and without doubt a virtuous man will be one day much 
superior. Being united on earth to a mortal body by ties not less 
powerful than incomprehensible, the preservation of that body be- 
comes the great concern of the soul, and makes its present apparent 
interests contrary to the general order of things, which it is never- 
theless capable of seeing and admiring. It is in this situation that by 
making a good use of his liberty, it becomes at once his merit and 
his reward; and that he prepares for himself eternal happiness in 
combating his earthly passions, and preserving the primitive puriU 
of his will. \ 

But even supposing that in our present state of depravity our 
primitive propensities were such as they ought to be, yet if all ou^ 
vices are derived from ourselves, why do we complain that we are' 
subjected by them? Why do we impute to the Creator those evils 
which we bring on ourselves, and those enemies we arm against our 
own happiness? Ahl let us not spoil the man of nature, and he will 
always be virtuous without constraint, and happy without remorse. 
The criminals who pretend they are compelled to sin, are as false as 
they are wicked. Is it possible for them not to see that the weakness 
they complain of is their own work; that their first depravation was 
owing to their own will; that by their willfully yielding at first to 
temptations, they at length find them irresistible? It is true they 
now cannot help their being weak and wicked; but it is their fault 
that they at first became so. How easily might men preserve the 
^noastery over themselves and their passions even during life if, before 
their vicious habits are acquired, when the faculties of the mind 
are just be ginning to be displayed, they should employ themselves on 
those objects which it is necessary for them to know in order to 
judge of those which are unknown; if they were sincerely desirous 
of acquiring knowledge, not with a view of making a parade in the 
eyes of others, but in order to render themselves wise, good, and 
happy in the praQice of their natural dudes! This study appears 
difficult because we only apply to it after bein^ already corrupted by 
vice^ and made slaves to our passions. We place our judgment and 
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esteem on objeas before we arrive at the knovjrledge of gpod and 
evil, and then referring every thing to that false standard, we hold 
nothing in its due estimation. 

The heart, at a certain age, while it is yet free, eager, restless, and 
anxious for happiness, is ever seeking it with an impatient and 
uncertain curiosity; when deceived by the senses, it fixes on the 
shadow of it, and imagines it to be found where it doth not exist. 
This illusion hath prevailed too long with me. 1 discovered it, alasi 
too late; and have not been able entirely to remove it: no, it will 
remain with me as long as this mortal body, which gave rise to it 
It may prove as seductive, however, as it will, it can no longer 
deceive me. 1 know it for what it is, and even while I am misled 
by it, despise it. So far from esteeming it an object of happiness, 

I see it is an obstacle to it Hence I long for that moment when I 
yhall shake off this incumbrance of body and be myself, without 
inconsistency or participation with matter, and shall depend on 
myself only to be happy. In the mean time I make myself happy 
in this life, because I hold the evils of life as trifling in themsdves; 
as almost foreign to my being; and concave at the same time that all 
the real good which may thence be deduced depends on mysdf. 

To anticipate as much as possible that desirable state of happiness, 
power and liberty, I exercise my mind in sublime contemplations. 

I meditate on the order of the universe, not indeed with a view to 
explain it by vain systems, but to admire it perpetually and to adore 
its all-wise Creator, whose features I trace in his workmanship. 
With him I am thus enabled to converse, and to exert my faculties 
in the contemplation of his divine essence.'^ am affeaed by his 
beneficence, I praise him for his mercies, but never so far forget* 
myself as to pray. For what should I ask of him? That he should 
for my sake pervert the order of things, and work miracles in my 
favor? Shall I, who ought to love and admire above all things that 
order which is established by his wisdom and maintained by his 
providence, desire that such order should be broken for me? Nol 
such a rash petition would rather merit punishment than acceptance. 
Nor can I pray to him for the power of acting aright: for why 
should I petition for what he hath already given me? Hath he oot 
given me conscience to love virtue, reason to know what it is, and 
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liberty to make it my choice? If I do evil, 1 have no excuse: I do it 
because 1 wilL To deare him to change my will, is to require that 
of him which he requires of me. This would be to desire him to do 
my work, while I receive the reward. Not to be content with my 
situatitm in the order of things, is to desire to be ik> longer a man; 
it is to wish that things were otherwise constituted than they are,— 
to wish for evil and disorder. No, thou source of justice and truth, 
Godi merciful and just! fdacing my confidence in thee^ the chief 
desire of my heart is that thy will 1» done. By rendering my will 
conformable to thine, I act as thou dost,— 1 acquiesce in thy goodness, 
and conceive myself already a partaker ofithat supreme felicity which 
is its reward. I 

The only thing which, under a just diffidence of myself, I requ^ 
of him, or rather expect from his justice, is that he will correct n^y 
errors when I go astray. To be sincere, however, 1 do not think my 
judgment infiillible: such of my opinions as seem to be the best 
founded may, nevertheless, be false; for what man hath not his 
opinions, and how few are there who agree in every thing? It is to 
no purpose that the illusions by which I am misled arise from my- 
self; it is he alone who can dissipate them. I have done every thing 
in my power to arrive at truth; but its source is elevated beyond my 
reach. If my faculties fail me, in what am I culpable? Is it not then 
necessary for truth to stoop to my capacity? 

The good priest spoke with much earnestness: he was deeply 
moved, and I was also greatly affected. 1 imagined myself attending 
to the divine Orpheus singing his hymns and teaching mankind the 
worship of the gods. A number of objections, however, to what he 
had said, suggested themselves; though 1 did not urge one, as they 
were less solid than perplexing; and though not convinced, I was 
nevertheless persuaded he was in the right. In proportion as he 
spoke to me from the conviction of his own conscience, mine con- 
&med me in the truth of what he said. 

The sentiments you have been ddivering, said I to him, appear 
newer to me in what you confess yourself ^norant of, than in what 
you profess m believe. I see in the latter a resemblance to that theism 
or natural religion which Christians affect to c^ound with atheism 
and impiety, thougfi in fiia diametrically opposite. In the present 
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condidon o£ my inin d 1 find it difficult to sd(^)t jvccisely your 
opinions and to be as wise as you. To be at least as sincere however, 
I will consult my own conscience on these points. It is that internal 
sentim^t whidb, according to your example, ought to be my moni* 
tear; and you have yourself Uught me that, after having imposed 
silence on it for a bng dme, it is not to be awakened again in a 
moment. I will treasure up your discourse in my heart and 
thereon. If I am as much convinced as you are, after I have duly 
weighed it, I will trust you as my apostle and will be your proselyte 
till death. Go on, however, to instruct me. You have only informed 
me of half I ought to know. Give me your thoughts on revelation, 
the scriptures, and those mysterious doctrines concerning which I 
have been in the dark from my infancy, without being able to con- 
ceive or believe them, and yet not knowing how to either admit 
or reject them. 

Yes, my dear child, (said he), I will proceed to tell you what I 
think further. I meant not to open my heart to you by halves: but the 
desire which you express to be informed in these particulars, was 
necessary to authorize me to be totally without reserve. I have 
hitherto told you nothing but what I thought might be useful to 
you, and in the truth of which I am most firmly persuaded. The 
examination which I am now going to make is very different; pre- 
senting to my view nothing but perplexity, mysteriousness, and 
obscurity. I enter on it, therefore, with distrust and uncertainty. I 
almost tremble to determine about any thing, and shall, therefore, 
rather inform you of my doubts than of my opinions. Were your 
own sentiments more confirmed, I should hesitate to acquaint you 
with mine; but in your present skeptical situation, you will be a 
gainer by thinking as I do. Let my discourse, however, carry with 
it no greater authority than that of reason, for I frankly confess 
myself ignorant as to whether I am in the right or wrong. It is 
difficult, indeed, in all discussions, not to assume sometimes an 
affirmative tone; but remember that all my affirmations, in treating 
these matters, are only so many rational doubts. I leave you to in- 
vestigate the truth of them. On my part, I can only promise to be 
sincere 
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You will find that my exposition treats of nothing more than 
natural religion. It is very* strahge that we should stand in need of 
any other! By what means can I find out such necessity? In what 
respect can I be culpable for serving God agreeably to the dictates 
of the understanding he hath given me, and the sentiments he hath 
implanted in my heart? What purity of morals, what system of 
faith useful to man, or honorable to his Creator, can I deduce from 
any positive doctrines, that I cannot deduce equally as well from 
a good use of my natural faculties? Let any one show me what 
can be added, either for the glory of God, the good of society, or my 
own advantage, to the obligations we' are laid under by natuife. 
Let him show me what virtue can be produced from any new wor- 
ship, which is not also the consequence of mine. The most sublin^ 
ideas of the Deity are inculcated by reason alone. Take a view ol 
the works of nature, listen to the voice within, and then tell me 
what God hath omitted to say to your sight, your conscience, your 
understanding? Where are the men who can tell us more of him 
than he thus tells us of himself? Their revelations only debase the 
Deity, in ascribing to him human passions. So far from giving us 
enlightened notions of the Supreme Being, their particular tenets, 
in my opinion, give us the most obscure and confused ideas. To 
the inconceivable mysteries by which the Deity is hid from our view, 
they add the most absurd contradictions. They serve to make man 
proud, persecuting, and cruel. Instead of establishing peace on 
earth, they bring fire and sword. I ask myself what good purpose 
all this contention serves, without being able to resolve the question. 
Artificial religion presents to my view only the wickedness and 
miseries of mankind. 

I am told, indeed, that revelation is necessary to teach mankind 
the manner in which God should be served. As a proof of this, they 
bring the diversity of whimsical modes of worship which prevail 
in the world; and that without remarking that this very diversity 
arises &om the practice of adopting revelations. Ever since men 
have taken it into their heads to make the Deity speak, every people 
make him speak in their own way, and say jyhat they like best. 
Had they listened only to what the Deity hath said to their hearts, 
there would have been but one religion on earth. 

It is necessary that the worship of God should be uniform; I 
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would have it so: but is this a point so very important that the whole 
apparatus of divine power was necessary -to establish it? Let us not 
confound the ceremonials of religion with religion itseE Ihe wor- 
ship of God demands that of the heart; and this, when it is sincere, 
is ever uniform. Men must entertain very ridiculous notions of die 
Deity, indeed, if they imagine he can interest himself in the gown 
or cassock of a priest, — ^in the order of words he pronounces, or in 
the gestures and genuflexions he makes at the altar. Alas! my friend, 
where is the use of kneeling? Stand as upright as you may, you will 
always be near enough to the earth. God requires to be worshipped 
in spirit and in truth. This is a duty incumbent on men of all 
religions and countries. With regard to exterior forms, if their uni- 
formity be expedient for the sake of peace and good order, it is 
merely an affair of government; the administration of which surely 
requires not the aid of revelation. 

I did not set out at first with these reflections. Hurried on by the 
prejudices of education, and by that dangerous self-conceit which 
ever elates mankind above their sphere, as I could not raise my 
feeble conceptions to the Supreme Being, I foolishly endeavored to 
debase him to my ideas. Thus I connected relations infinitely distant 
from each other, comparing the incomprehensible nature of the deity 
with my own. I require still further a more immediate communica- 
tion with the Divinity, and more particular instructions concerning 
his will. Not content with reducing God to a similitude with man, 
I wanted -to be further distinguished by his favor,, and to enjoy 
supernatural lights. I longed for an exclusive and peculiar privilege 
of adoration, and that God should have revealed to me what he had 
kept secret from others, or that others should not understand his 
revelations so well as myself. 

Looking on the point at which I had arrived, — at that whence all 
believers set out in order to reach an enlightened mode of worship, 
I regarded natural religion only as the elements of all religion. I took 
a survey of that variety of sects which are scattered over the face of 
the earth, and who mutually accuse each other of falsehood and 
error. I asked which of them was right? 

Every, one of them in their turn answered theirs. I and my 
partisans only think truly; all the rest are mistaken. 

But, how do you \now that your sect is in the right? ♦ 
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Because God hath delated so. 

Atid who tells you that God hath so declaredt 

My spiritual guide, who knows it well. My pastor tells me to 
believe so and so, and accordingly I believe it; he assures me that 
every one who says to the contrary speaks lalsdy; and, therefore^ I 
listen to nobody who controverts his doctrine.* 

How, thought I, is not the truth every where the same? Is it 
possible that what is true vnth one person can be false with another? 
If the method taken by him who is in the right, and by him who is 
in the wrong, be the same, what merit ot (demerit hath the one more 
than the other? Their choice is the effect of accident, and to impule 
it to them is unjust: — ^it is to reward or punish them for bang bo^ 
in this that country. To say that the Deity can judge us in thi!ls 
manner is the highest impeachment of his justice. 

Now, dither all religions are good and agreeable to God, or if 
there be one which he hath dictated to man, and will punish him 
for rejecting, he hath certainly distinguished it by manifest signs 
and tokens as the only true one. These signs are common to all 
times and places, and are equally obvious to all mankind— to the 
young and old, the learned and ignorant, to Europeans, Indians, 
Africans, and Savages. 

If there be only one religion in the world that can prevent our 
suffering eternal damnation, and there be on any part of the earth 
a single mortal who is sincere, and is not convinced by its evi- 
deiKe, the God of that religion must be the most iniquitous and 
cruel of tyrants. Would we seek the truth therefore in sincerity, we 
must lay no stress on the place or circumstance of our birth, nor 
on the authority dE fathers and teachers; but appeal to the dictates of 
reason and conscience concerning every thing that is taught us in 
our youth. It is to no purpose to bid me subject my reason to the 
truth of things of which it is incapable of judging. The man who 

*A11 of them, sayi a certain wise and good priest, pretend that they derive dieir 
doctrines not from men, nor from any created being, but from God. But to say truth, 
without flattery or disguise, there is nothing in such pretentions: however they may 
talk, owe their rdigion to human means. Witness the manner in which tl^y 
first adopt it. The nation, country and place where they am born and bred determine 
it. Are we not circumcis^ or baptized, — made Jews, Turks, or Christians before we 
are men? Our idigkm b not the effect of choice; vntness our lives manaen so 
litde accordant to it; witness how we act contrary to the tenets of it on the most 
trifling occasions .— on Wisdom, 
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would impose oa me a falsehood, may bid me do the same* It is 
necessary^ therefore, I should employ my reason even to know 
when it ought to submit. 

All the theology I am myself capable of acquiring, by falcing a 
prospect of the universe and by the proper use of my faculties, is 
confined to what I have here laid down. To know more, we must 
have recourse to extraordinary means. These means cannot depend 
on the authority of men: for as all men are of the same species as 
myself, whatever another can by natural means come to the knowl- 
edge of, I can do the same; and another man is as liable to be de- 
ceived as I am. When I believe, therefore, what he says, it is not 
because he says it, but because he proves it. The testimony of man- 
kind, therefore, is really that of my reason, and adds nothing to 
the natural means God hath given me for the discovery of the 
truth. 

What then can even the apostle of truth have to tell me, of which 
I am not still to judge? 

But God himself hath spo\en; listen to the voice of revelation. 

That, indeed, is another thing. God hath spoken! This is saying 
a great deal: but to whom hath he spoken? 

He hath spo\en to man. 

How comes it then that I heard nothing of it? 

He hath appointed others to teach you his word. 

I understand you. There are certain men who are to tell me what 
God hath said. I had much rather have heard it from himself. 
This, had he so pleased, he could easily have done; and I should 
then have run no risk of deception. Will it be said I am secured 
from that by his manifesting the mission of his messengers by 
miracles? Where are those miracles to be seen? Are they related 
only in books? Pray, who wrote those books? 

Men. 

Who were witnesses to these miracles? 

Men. 

Always human testimony! It is alvirays men who tell me what 
other men have told them. What a niunber of those are constantly 
between me and the Deityl We are always reduced to the necessity 
of examining, comparing, and verifying such evidence* O! that 
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God had ddgned to have saved me all this aoxietyl Should 1 in 
that case have served him with a less willing heart? 

G>nsider, my friend, in what a terrible discussion I am already 
engaged; what immense erudition I stand in need of to recur back 
to the earliest antiquity— to examine, to weigh, to confront proph- 
ecies, revelations, facts, with all the monuments of faith that have 
made thdr appearance in all the countries of the world; to ascertain 
their time, place, authors, and occasions. How great the critical sagac- 
ity which is requisite to enable me to distinguish between pieces 
that are suppositious, and those which^are authentic; to compare 
objections with their replies, translations with their originals;! to 
judge of the impartiality of witnesses, of their good sense, of tapir 
capacity; to know if nothing be suppressed or added to thdr tera- 
mony, if nothing be changed, transposed, or falsified; to obviate 
the contradictions that remain, to judge what weight we ought to 
ascribe to the silence of our opponents in regard to facts alleged 
against them; to discover whether such allegations were known to 
them; whether they did not disdain them too much to make any 
reply; whether books were common enough for ours to reach them; 
or, if we were honest enough to let them have free circulation among 
lis, and to leave their strongest objections in full force. 

Again, supposing that all these monuments of faith are acknowl- 
edged to be incontestable, we must proceed to examine the proofs 
of the mission of their authors. It would be necessary for us to be 
perfecdy acquainted with the laws of chance and the doctrine of 
probabilities, to judge correctly what prediction could not be ac- 
complished vnthout a miracle; to know the genius of the original 
languages, in order to distinguish what is predictive in these lan- 
guages and what is only figurative. It would be requisite for us to 
know what facts are agreeable to the established order of nature, and 
what are not so; to be able to say how far an artful man may not 
fascinate the eyes of the simple, and even astonish the most en- 
lightened spectators; to know of what kind a miracle should be, and 
the authenticity it ought to bear, not only to claim our belief, but to 
make it criminal to doubt it; to compare the“proofs of false and true 
miracles, and discover the certain means of distinguishing them; and 
after all to tell why the Deity should choosy in order to confirm the 
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truth of his word, to make use of means which in their turn require 
confirmation, as if he took ddight in playing upon the credulity of 
mankind, and l«td purposely avoided the direct means to persuade 
them. 

Suppose that the divine majesty hath really condescended to 
make man the organ of promulgating its sacred will, is it reasonable, 
is it just, to require all mankind to obey the voice of such a minister, 
without his making himself known to be such? Where is the 
equity or propriety in furnishing him, for universal credentials, with 
only a few particular tokens displayed before a handful of obscure 
persons, and of which all the rest of mankind know nothing but by 
hearsay? In every country in the world, if we should believe all 
the prodigies to be true which the common people and the ignorant 
affirm to have seen, every sect would be in the right; there would be 
more miraculous events than natural ones; and the greatest miracle 
of all would be to find that no miracles had happened where fanati- 
cism had been persecuted. 

The Supreme Being is best displayed by the fixed and unalterable 
order of nature. If there should happen many exceptions to such 
general laws, I should no longer know what to think; and for my 
part, I must confess I believe too much in God to believe in so many 
miracles so little worthy of him. 

What if a man should come and harangue us in the following 
manner: 

“I come, ye mortals, to announce to you the will of the most high. 
Acknowledge in my voice that of him who sent me. I command the 
sun to move backwards, the stars to change their places, the moun- 
tains to disappear, the waves to remain fixed on high, and the earth 
to wear a different aspect.” 

Who would not, at the sight of such miracles, immediately attrib- 
ute them to the author of nature? 

Nature is not obedient to impostors. Their miracles are always 
performed in the highways, in the fields, or in apartments where 
they are displayed before a small number of spectators, previoudy 
disposed to believe every thing they see. 

Vl^o is there that will venture to dedde how many eye-witnesses 
are necessary to render a miracle worthy of credit? If the miracles. 
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intended to prove the truth of your doctrine, stand themsdves in 
need of proof, of what use are they? Their performance might as 
well have been omitted. 

The most important examination after all remains to be made into 
the truth of the doctrines delivered; for as those who say that God 
is pleased to work these miracles, pretend that die devil somedmes 
imitates them, we are no nearer a decision than before, though such 
miracles should be ever so well attested. As the magicians of Pharaoh 
worked the same miracles, even in the presence of Moses, as he him- 
self performed by the express command of God, why might not they, 
in his absence, from the same proofs, pretend to the same authority? 
Thus after proving the truth of the doctrine by the miracle, ydh 
are reduced to the necessity of proving the truth of the miracle by 
that of the doctrine,^ lest the works of the devil should be mistaken 
for those of the Lord. What think you of this alternative? 

The doctrines coming from God, ought to bear the sacred char- 
acters of the divinity; and should not only clear up those confused 
ideas which unenlightened reason excites in the mind, but should 
also furnish us with a system of religion and morals agreeable to 
those attributes by which only we form a conception of his essence. 
If then they teach us any absurdities, if they inspire us with the senti- 
ments of aversion for our fellow-creatures and fear for ourselves; if 
they describe the Deity as a vindictive, partial, jealous and angry 
being; as a God of war and of battles, always ready to thunder and 
destroy; always threatening slaughter and revenge, and even boasting 

^Thts b expressly mentioned in many places in Scripture, particularly in Deuter- 
onomy, chap, xiii., where it is said that, if a prophet, teaching the worship of strange 
Gods, confirm his discourse by signs and wonders, and what he foretells really comes 
to pass, so far from paying any regard to his mission, the people should stone him to 
death. When the Pagans, therefore, put the Apmdes to death, for preaching up to 
them the worship of a strange God, proving their divine mission by prophesies and 
mirades, I see not what could be objected to them, which they might not with equal 
justice have retorted upon us. Now, what is to be done in ihU case? There is but 
one step to be taken, to recur to reason and leave miracles to themselves: better indeed 
had it been never to have had recourse to them, nor to have perplexed good sense 
with such a numbcar of subtle distincdons. What! do 1 talk of subtle distinctions in 
Christianity? If there are such, our Saviour was in the wrong surely to promise the 
Kingdom of Heaven to the weak and simplel How came he to begin his fine disburse 
on the Mount, with blessing the poor in sj^t, if it requires so much ingenuity to 
comprehend and believe his doctrines? When you prove that 1 ought to subject my 
lea^n to his dictates, it b very well; but to prove diat, you must render them intel- 
HgiNe to my understanding; you must adapt your ar^ments to the poverty of my 
genius, or I shall not acknowledge you to be the true disciple of your Muter, or think 
mat it is hb doctrines which you would inculcate. 
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of punishing the innocent, my heart cannot be incited to love so 
terrible a Deity, and I shall take care how I give up my natural 
religion to embrace such doctrines. 

I should say to the advocates and professors of such a religion: 

“Your God is not mine! A Being who began his dispensations 
with partiality, selecting one people and proscribing the rest of man- 
kind, is not the common father of the human race; a Being who 
destines to eternal punishment the greater part of his creatures, is 
not that good and merciful God who is pointed out by my reason.*’ 

With regard to articles of faith, my reason tells me they should 
be clear, perspicuous, and evident. If natural religion be insuflScient, 
it is owing to the obscurity in which it necessarily leaves those sub- 
lime truths it professes to teach. It is the business of revelation to 
exhibit them to the mind in a more clear and sensible manner; to 
adapt them to our understanding, and to enable us to conceive, 
in order that we may be capable of believing them. True faith is 
assured and confirmed by the understanding. The best of all relig- 
ions is undoubtedly the clearest. That which is clouded with 
mysteries and contradictions, the worship that is to be taught me 
by preaching, teaches me by that very circumstance to distrust it. 
The God whom I adore is not a God of darkness; he hath not 
given me an understanding to forbid me the use of it. To bid 
me give up my reason, is to insult the author of it. The minister 
of truth doth not tyrannize over my understanding,-— he enlightens it. 

We have set aside ail human authority, and without it, I cannot see 
how one man can convince another by preaching to him an un- 
reasonable doctrine. Let us suppose two persons engaged in a 
dispute on this head, and see how they will express themselves in 
the language generally made use of on such occasions. 

Dogmatist . — ^Your reason tells you that the whole is greater than 
a part, but I tell you from Go^ that a part is greater than the 
whole. 

Rationalist . — ^And who are you, that dare to tell me God contra- 
dicts himself? In whom shall I rather believe; in him who in- 
structs nae in the knowledge of eternal truths by means of reason, 
or in you who in his name would impose on me the greatest ab- 
surdities? ^ 
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DogmaUstr-hi me^ for my instructions are more positive, and I 
will prove to you incontestably that he hath sent me. 

RationaUst.—^o'N\ will you prove that God hath sent you to 
depose against himself? What sort of proofs can you bring to 
convince me it is more certain that God speaks by your mouth, 
than by the understanding he hath given me? 

Dogmatist.— ^Vh& understanding he hath given you! Ridiculous 
and contemptible man! You talk as if you were the first infidel who 
was ever misled by an understanding depraved by sin. 

RaHonalist.—^OT may you, man of Godi be the first knave whojse 
impudence hath been the only proof he could give of his divijiie 
mission. 

Dogmatist.— tioyvl can Philosophers be thus abusive? 

Rationalist.— when Saints set them the example. 

Dogmatist.— 0)x\ but I am authorized to abuse you. I speak on 
the part of God Almighty. 

Rationalist.— It would not be improper, however, to produce yotir 
aedentials before you assume your privileges. 

Dogmatist.— My credentials are sufficiently authenticated. Both 
heaven and earth are witnesses in my favor. Attend, I pray you, 
to my arguments. 

Raribno/ur.— Arguments! why, you surely do not pretend to any! 
To tell me that my reason is fallacious, is to refute whatever it may 
say in your favor. Whoever refuses to abide by the dictates of 
reason, ought to be able to convince without making use of it. For, 
supposing that in the course of your arguments you should convince 
me, how shall I know whether it be not through the fallacy of 
reason depraved by sin, that I acquiesce in what you affirm? Be- 
sides, what proof, what demonstration, can you ever employ more 
evident than the axiom which destroys it? It is fully as credible 
that a just syllogism should be false, as that a part is greater than 
the whole. 

Dogmatist.— What a difference! My proofs admit of no reply; 
they are of a supernatural kind. 

Roriona/irr.— Supernatural! What is the meaning of that term? 
I do not understand it. 
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Dogmatist.— Conttayeadom of the order of nature; prophecies, 
miracles, and prodigies of every kind. 

“Prodigies and miracles I I have never seen any of 

these things. 

Dogmatist.— matter; others have seen them for you. We can 
bring clouds of witnesses— the testimony of whole nations— 

Rationalist.— The testimony of whole nations! Is that a proof of 
the supernatural kind? 

Dogmatist.— "Nol But when it is unanimous it is incontestable. 

Rationalist.— Thete is nothing more incontestable than the dic- 
tates of reason, nor can the testimony of all mankind prove the truth 
of an absurdity. Let us see some of your supernatural truths then, 
as the attestation of men is not so. 

Dogmatist.— laB.del wretchl It is plain that the grace of God doth 
not speak to thy understanding. 

Rationalist.— Whose fault is that? Not mine; for, according to 
you, it is necessary to be enlightened by grace to know how to ask 
for it. Begin then, and speak to me in its stead. 

Dogmatist.— Is not this what I am doing? But you will not hear. 
What do you say to prophecies? 

Rationalist.— As to prophecies; I say, in the first place, I have 
heard as few of them as I have seen miracles; and in the second, 
I say that no prophecy bears any weight with me. 

Dogmatist.— Vaoo disciple of Satan! And why have prophecies 
no weight with you? 

Rationtiist.— Because, to give them such weight requires three 
things, the concurrence of which is impossible. These are, that I 
should in the first place be a witness to the delivery of the prophecy; 
nex^ that I should be witness also to the event; lasdy, that it should 
be clearly demonstrated to me that such event could not have 
occurred by acddent. For, though a prophecy were as precise, 
clear, and determina te as an axiom of geometry, yet as the perspicuity 
of a prediction made at random does not render the accomplishment 
of it impossible^ that accomplishment when it happens proves 
nothing in fact concerning the fore-knowledge of him who pre- 
dicted it. You see, therefore, to what your pretended supernatural 
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proo£s, your miracles, and your prophecies reduce us>--to die folly 
of believing than all on the aecht of others, and of submitdng the 
authority of God speaking to our reason, to that of man. If those 
eternal truths, of which my understanding forms the strongest con- 
ception, can possibly be false, 1 can have no hope of ever arriving 
at cerdtude; and so far from being capable of being assured that you 
speak to me from God, I cannot even be assured of his existence. 

You see, my child, how many difficulties must be removed b^re 
our disputants can agree; nor are these all. Among so many dif- 
ferent religions, each of which proscribes and excludes the othi)r, 
one only can be true; if, indeed, there be such a one among theilia 
all. Now, to discover which this is, it is not enough to examine 
that one; it is necessary to examine them all, as we should not, 
on any occasion whatever, condemn without a hearing. It is neces- 
sary to compare objections with proofs, and to know what each 
objects to in the others, as well as what the others have to say in 
their defence. The more clearly any sentiment or opinion appears 
demonstrated, the more narrowly it behooves us to inquire, what 
are the reasons which prevent its opponents from subscribing to it? 

We must be very simple indeed, to think that an attention to the 
theologists of our own party sufficient to instruct us in what our 
adversaries have to offer. Where shall we find divines, of any persua- 
sion, perfecdy candid and honest? Do they not all begin to weaken 
the arguments of their opponents before they proceed to refute them? 
Each is the oracle of his party, and makes a great figure among his 
own partisans, with such proofs as would expose him to ridicule 
among those of a difierent persuaaon. 

Are you desirous of gaining information from books? What a 
fund of erudition will not this require! How many languages must 
you learn! How many libraries must you turn over! And who is 
to direct you in the choice of the books? There are hardly to be 
found in any one coimtry the best books on the contrary side of the 
question, and sdll less is it to be expected that jive should find books 
on all sides. The writings of the adverse and absent party, were they 
found also, would be very easily refuted. The absent are always 
in the wrong; and the most weak and insufficient arguments laid 
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down with a confident assurance, easily efface the most sensible and 
valid, when exposed with contempt. Add to all this, that nothing 
is more fallacious than books, nor exhibit less faithfully the senti- 
ments of their writers. The judgment which you formed, for 
instance^ of the Roman Catholic religion, from the treatise of Bossuet, 
was very different from that which you acquired by residing among 
us. You have seen that the doctrines we maintain in our contro- 
versies with the Protestants, are not those which are taught the com- 
mon people; and that Bossuet’s book by no means resembles the 
instructions delivered from the pulpit. 

To form a proper judgment of any religion, we are not to deduce 
its tenets from the books of its professors; we must go and learn it 
among the people. Each sect have their peculiar traditions,— their 
customs, prejudices, and modes of acceptation, which constitute the 
peculiar mode of their faith. This should all be taken into consider- 
ation when we form a judgment of their religion. 

How many considerable nations are there who print no books of 
their own, and read none of ours? How are they to judge of our 
opinions, or we of theirs? We laugh at them— they despise us; and 
though our travellers have turned them into ridicule, they need 
only to travel among us, to ridicule us in their turn. In what 
country are there not to be found men of sense and sincerity, friends 
of humanity, who require only to know truth, in order to embrace 
it? And yet every one imagines that truth is confined to his own 
particular system, and thinks that the religion of all other nations 
in the world is absurd. These foreign modes, therefore, cannot be 
in reality so very absurd as they appear, or the apparent reasonable- 
ness of ours is less real. 

We have three principal religions in Europe. One admits only of 
one revelation, another of two, and the third of three. Each holds 
the other in detestation, anathematizes its possessors, accuses them 
of ignorance, obstinacy, and falsehood. What impartial person will 
presume to decide between them, without having first examined 
their proofs and heard their reasons? That which admits only of 
one revelation is the most ancient and seems the least disputable; 
that which admits of three is the most modern and seems to be 
the most consistent; that which admits of two and rejects the tbird> 
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may possibly be the best, but it hath certainly every prepossesabn 
against it— its inconsistency stares one full in the face. 

In all these three revelations, the sacred books are written in lan- 
guages unknown to the people who believe in them. The Jews 
no longer understand Hebrew; the Christians neither Greek nor 
Hebrew; the Turks and Persians understand no Arabic, and even 
the modern Arabs themselves speak not the language of Mahomet. 
Is not this a very simple manner of instructing mankind, by talking 
to them always in a language which they do not comprdhend? But 
these books, it will be said, are tran^stfed; a most unsatisfacl|;»y 
answer, indeed! Who can assure me that they are translated fa^- 
fully, or that it is even possible they should be so? Who can ^e 
me a sufficient reason why God, when he hath a mind to speak to 
mankind, should stand in need of an interpreter? 

I can never conceive that what every man is indispensably obliged 
to know can be shut up in these books; or that he who is incapaci- 
tated to understand them, or the persons who explain them, will 
be punished for involuntary ignorance. But we are always plaguing 
ourselves with books. What a frenzy! Because Europe is full of 
books, the Europeans conceive them to be indispensable, without 
reflecting that three-fourths of the world know nothing at all about 
them. Are not all books written by men? How gready, therefore, 
must man have stood in need of them, to instruct him in his duty, 
and by what means did he come to the knowledge of such dudes, 
before books were written? Either he must have acquired such 
knowledge of himself, or it must have been totally dispensed with. 

We, Roman Catholics, make a great noise about the authority of 
the church: but what do we gain by it, if it requires as many proofs 
to establish this authority as other sects also require to establish 
their doctrines? The church determines that the church has a right 
to determine. Is not this a special proof of its authority? And yet, 
depart from this, and we enter into endless discussions. 

Do you know many Christians who have taken the pains to 
examine carefully into what the Jews have alleged against us? 
If there are a few who know something of Stem, it is from what 
they have met with in the writings of Christians: a very strange 
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opponentsl But what can be done? If any one should dare to 
publish among us such books as openly espouse the cause of Judaism, 
we should punish the author, the editor, and the bookseller.' This 
policy is very convenient, and very sure to make us always in the 
right. We can refute at pleasure those who are afraid to speak. 

Those among us, also, who have an opportunity to converse with 
the Jews, have but little advantage. These unhappy people know 
that they are at our mercy. The tyranny we exercise over 
renders them justly timid and reserved. They know how far cruelty 
and injustice are compatible with Christian charity. What, there- 
fore, can they venture to say to us, without running the risk of in- 
curring the charge of blasphemy ? Avarice inspires us with zeal, and 
they are too rich not to be ever in the wrong. The most sensible 
and learned among them are the most circumspect and reserved. 
We make a convert, perhaps, of some wretched hireling, to calum- 
niate his sect; we set a parcel of pitiful brokers disputing, who give 
up the point merely to gratify us; but while we triumph over the 
ignorance or meanness of such wretched opponents, the learned 
among them smile in contemptuous silence at our folly. But do 
you think that in places whefe they might write and speak securely, 
we should have so much the advantage of them? Among the 

concerning the Messiah relate to Jesus Christ. Among the Rabbins 
at Amsterdam, it is just as evident that they have no relation what- 
ever to him. I shall never believe that I have acquired a sufficient 
acquaintance with the arguments of the Jews, till they compose 
a free and independent State, and have their schools and universi- 
ties, where they may talk and dispute with freedom and impunity. 
Till then we can never really know what arguments they have to 
offer. 

At Constantinople, the Turks make known their reasons, and we 
dare not publish ours. There it is our turn to submit. If the Turks 
require us to pay to Mahomet, in whom we do not believe, the 

® Among a thousand known instances, the following stands in no n^ of comn^t: * 
the Catholic divines of the sixteenth century having condemned all the Jewish bcwks 
without exception to be burnt, a learned and illustrious theologue, who was consuls 
on that occasion, had very nearly involved himself in ruin by being simply of the 
opinion that such of them might be preserved as did not relate to Christianity, or 
treated of matters foreign to religion. « 
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same respect which we require the Jews to pay to Jesus Christ, 
in whom they believe as litde, can the Turks be in the wrong and 
we in the right? On what principle of equity can we resolve that 
question in our own favor? 

Two-thirds of mankind are neither Jews, Christians, nor Ma- 
hometans. How many millions of men, therefore, must there be 
who never heard of Moses, of Jesus Christ, or of Mahomet? Will 
this be denied? Will it be said that our missionaries are dispersed 
over the face of the whole earth? Thiv indeed, is easily affirn^; 
but are there any of them in the interior parts of Africa, wherd no 
European hath ever yet penetrated? Do they travel through |he 
inland parts of Tartary, or follow on horseback the wander^g 
hordes, whom no stranger ever approaches, and who, so far frckn 
having heard of the Pope, hardly know any thing of their own 
Grand Lama? Do our missionaries traverse the immense continent 
of America, where there are whole nations still ignorant that the 
people of another world have set foot on theirs? Are there any 
missionaries in Japan, from whence their ill-behavior hath banished 
them forever, and where the fame of their predecessors is trans- 
mitted to succeeding generations as that of artful knaves, who, under 
cover of a religious zeal, wanted to make themselves gradually 
masters of the empire? Do they penetrate into the harems of the 
Asiatic princes, to preach the gospel to millions of wretched slaves? 
What will become of these secluded women for want of a mission- 
ary to preach to them this gospel? Must every one of them go to 
hell for being a recluse? 

But were it true that the gospel is preached in every part of the 
earth, the difficulty is not removed. On the eve preceding the 
arrival of the first missionary in any country, some one person of 
that country expired without hearing the glad tidings. Now what 
must we do with this one person ? If there be but a single individual 
in the whole universe, to whom the gospel of Christ is not made 
known, the objection which presents itself on account of this one 
pttson, is as cogent as if it included a fourth part of the human race. 

Agsun, supposing that the ministers of the gospel are actually 
present and preaching in those distant nations, how can they reason- 
ably hope to be believed on their own word, and expect that their 
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hearers will not scrupulously require a confirmation o£ u^t is 
taught? Migjtt not any one of them very reasonably say to 


“You tell me of a God who was born and put to nearly 
two thousand years ago, in another portion of the world, and in 
I know not what obscure town; assuring me that all tlmse who 
do not believe in this mysterious tale are damnpH- 

“These are things too strange to be readily credited on the sole 
authority of a man who is himself a perfea stranger. 

“Why hath your God brought those events to pass, of which he 
requires me to be instructed, at so great a distance? Is it a crime 
to be ignorant of what passes at the antipodes? Is it possible for 
me to divine that there existed in the other hemisphere a people 
called Jews, and a city called Jerusalem? I might as well be re- 
quired to know what happens in the moon. 

“You are come, you say, to inform me; but why did you not 
come soon enough to inform my father, or why do you damn that 
innocent man because he knew nothing of the matter? Must he be 
eternally punished for your delay; he who was so just, so benevolent, 
and so desirous of knowing the truth? 

“Be honest, and suppose yourself in my place. Do you think 
that 1 can believe, upon your testimony alone, all these inaedible 
things you tell me, or that I can reconcile so much injustice with the 
character of that just God, whom you pretend to make known? 

“Let me first, I pray you, go and see this distant country where 
so many mirades have happened that are totally unknown here. 
Let me go and be well informed why the inhabitants of that Jeru* 
Salem you speak of presumed to treat God like a thief or a murderer. 

“They did not, you will say, acknowledge his divinity. How then 
can I, who never have heard of him but from you? 

“You add, that they were punished, dispersed, and led into cap- 
tivity;-— 'not one of them ever approaching their former dty. 

“Assuredly, they deserved all this: but its present inhabitants,— 
what say they of the unbelief and Deicide of tbeir predecessors? 
Do they not deny it, and acknowledge the divinity of the sacred 
personage just as litde as did its andent inhabitants? 

“Whatl in the same dty in which your God was put to death, 
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neither the ancient nor present inhabitants acknowledge his divinity! 
And yet you would have me believe it, who was born nearly two 
thousand years after the event, and two thousand leagues ^stant 
from the place! 

“Do you not see that, before I can give credit to this book, wluch 
you call sacred and of which I comprehend nothing, I ought to 
be informed from others as to when and by whom it was written; 
how it hath been preserved and transmitted to you; what is said 
of it in the country where it originated; and what are the reasons 
t)f those who reject it, although they know as well as you efery 
thing of which you have informed me? You must perceive, tl^e- 
fore, the necessity I am under of going first to Europe, then to 
Asia, and lastly into Palestine to investigate and examine this subject 
for myself, and that I must be an absolute idiot to even listen to 
you before I have completed this investigation ” 

Such a discourse as this appears to me not only very reasonable, 
but I affirm that every sensible man ought under such circumstances 
to speak in the same manner, and to send a missionary about his 
business, who should be in haste to instruct and baptize him before 
he had sufficiendy verified the proofs of his mission. 

Now, I maintain that there is no revelation against which the 
same objecdons might not be made, and that with even greater 
force than against Chrisdanity. Hence it follows that if there be in 
the world but one true religion, and if every one is obliged to adopt 
it under pain of damnadon, it is necessary to spend our lives in 
the study of all religions,— to visit the countries where they have 
been established, and examine and compare them with each other. 
No man is exempted from the principal duty of his species, and 
no one hath a right to confide in the judgment of another. The 
artisan who lives only by his industry, the husbandman who cannot 
read, the timid and delicate virgin, the feeble valetudinarian, all 
must, without exception, study, meditate, dispute, and travel the 
world over in search of truth. There would no longer be any 
setded inhabitants in a country, the face ofjthe earth being covered 
with pilgrims going from place to place, at great trouble and ex> 
pense, to verify, examine, and compare the several difierent systems 
and modes of worship to be met with in different countries. 
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We must in such a case bid adieu to the arts and «riAnr<»^e, to 
trad^ and to all the civil occupations of life. Every other study must 
give place to that of religion; while the man who should enjoy 
the greatest share of health and strength, and make the best use 
of his time and reason for the longest term of years allotted to 
human life, would, in his extreme old age, be still perplexed and 
undecided; and it would be indeed wonderful if, after all his 
researches, he should be able to learn before his death what religion 
he ought to have believed and practiced during his life. 

Do you endeavor to mitigate the severity of this method, and 
place as little confidence as possible in the authority of your fellow 
men? In so doing, however, you place in them the greatest conii* 
dence: for if the son of a Christian does right in adopting, without 
a scrupulous and impartial examination, the religion of his father, 
how can the son of a Turk do wrong in adopting in the same manner 
the religion of Mahomet? 

I defy all the persecutors in the world to answer this question in 
a manner satisfactory to any person of common sense. Nay, some 
of them, when hard pressed by such arguments, will sooner admit 
that God is unjust, and visits the sins of the fathers upon the chil- 
dren, than give up their cruel and persecuting principles. Others, 
indeed, strive to elude the force of these reasons by civilly sending 
an angel to instruct those who, under absolute ignorance, lived, 
nevertheless, good moral lives. A very pretty device, truly, is that of 
the angel! Not contented with subjecting us to this angelic hierarchy, 
they would reduce even the Deity himself to the necessity of 
employing it. 

See, my son, to what absurdities we are led by pride, and the 
spirit of persecution,— by being puffed up with our own vanity, and 
conceiving that we possess a greater share of reason than the rest 
of mankind. 

I call to witness that God of peace whom I adore, and whom I 
would malc«» known to you, that my researches have been always 
sincere; but seeing that they were and always must be unsuccessful, 
and that I was launched out into a boundless ocean of perpledty, 
I returned rh<» way I came, and confined my creed within the limits 
of my first notions. I coidd never believe that God required mq, 
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undtf pain o£ eternal damnation, to be so very learned; and, there- 
fore, 1 shut up all my books. 

The book of nature lies open to every eye. It is from this sdslime 
and wonderful volume that I learn to serve and adore its Divine 
Author. No person is excusable for neglecting to read this book, 
as it is written in an universal language, intelligible to all mankind. 

Had I been bom on a desert island, or had never seen a human 
creature beside myself; had I never been informed of what had 
formerly happened in a certain corner M the world; I might yet 
have learned, by the exercise and cultivation of my reason, and’jhy 
the proper use of those faculties God hath given me, to know an4to 
love him. I might hence have learned to love and admire his po^er 
and goodness, and to have properly discharged my duty here 6n 
earth. What can the knowledge of the learned teach me more ? 

With regard to revelation: could I reason better or were I better 
informed, I might be made sensible perhaps of its trath and of its 
utility to those who are so happy as to believe it. But if there are 
some proofs in its favor which I cannot invalidate, there appear also 
to me many objections against it which I cannot resolve. There are 
so many reasons both for and against its authority that, not knowing 
what to conclude, I neither admit nor reject it. I rqect only the 
obligation of submitting to it, because this pretended obligation is 
incompatible with the justice of God, and that, so far from its 
removing the obstacles to salvation, it raises those which are in- 
surmountable by the greater part of mankind. Except in this 
article, therefore, I remain respectfully in doubt concerning the 
Scriptures. I have not the presumption to think myself infallible. 
More able persons may possibly determine in cases that to me appear 
undeterminable. I reason for myself, not for them. I neither censure 
nor imitate them. Their judgment may possibly be better than 
mine, but am I to blame that it is not mine? 

I will confess to you further, that the majesty of the Scriptures 
strikes me with admiration, as the purity of the gospel hath its 
influence on my heart. Peruse the works of our j^ofophers, en- 
riched with all their pomp of diction: how mean, Iww contemptible 
are they, compared with the Scriptures! Is it possible that a book at 
once so simple and sublime should be merely the work of man? Is it 
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possible that the sacred personage, whose history it contains, should 
be himself a mere man? Do we find that he assumed the tone of an 
enthusiast or ambitious sectary? What purity, what sweetness in his 
manners! What an affecting gracefulness in his delivery! What 
sublimity in his maxims! What profound wisdom in his discourses! 
What presence of mind, what subtilty, what truth in his replies! 
How great the command over his passions! Where is the man, 
where the jhilosopher who could so live and so die, without weak- 
ness and without ostentation? When Plato described an imaginary 
good man® loaded with all the shame of guilt, yet meriting the highest 
reward of virtue, he describes exactly the character of Jesus. The re- 
semblance was so striking that all the fathers perceived it. What 
prepossession, what blindness must it be to compare the son of 
Sophroniscus to the son of Mary? What an infinite disproportion is 
there between them! Socrates, dying without pain or ignominy, 
easily supported his character to the last; and if his death, however 
easy, had not crowned his life, it might have been doubted whether 
Socrates, with all his wisdom, was any thing more than a vain 
sophist. He invented, it is said, the theory of morals. Others, how- 
ever, had already put them in practice; he had only to say what they 
had done, and reduce their examples to precepts. Aristides had 
been just, before Socrates defined justice. Leonidas gave up his life 
for his country before Socrates declared patriotism to be a duty. The 
Spartans were a sober people before Socrates recommended sobriety. 
Before he had even defined virtue, Greece abounded in virtuous men. 
But where could Jesus learn, among his compatriots, that pure and 
sublime morality of which he only hath given us both precept and 
example ?^ The greatest wisdom was made known amidst the most 
bigoted fanaticism; and the simplicity of the most heroic virtues 
did honor to the vilest people on the earth. The death of Socrates, 
peaceably philosophizing with his friends, appears the most agree- 
able form that could be desired; — that of Jesus, expiring in the midst 
of agonizing pains, abused, insulted, cursed by a whole nation, is 
the most horrible that could be feared. Socrates, in receiving Ae 
cup of poison, blessed indeed the weeping executioner who admin- 

® De Rro. dial, i . . ^ i* ^ 

’ See in Ms discourse on the Mount the parallel he makes between the morality ot 

Moses and his own. Matthew v. 2 X 9 &c. * * 
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istered it; but Jesus, in the midst of excruciating tortures, prayed 
for his merciless tormentors. Yes, if the life and death of Socrates are 
those of a sage^ the life and death of Jesus are those of a God. 

Shall we suppose the evangelic history a mere fiction? Indeed, my 
friend, it bears not the marks of fiction. On the contrary, the history 
of Socrates, which nobody presumes to doubt, is not so well attested 
as that of Jesus Christ. Such a supposition, in fact, only shifts the 
difficulty without removing it. It is more inconceivable that a num- 
ber of persons should agree to write such a history than that one 
only should furnish the subject.qf it. The Jewish authors were 
incapable of the diction, and were strangers to the morality con- 
tained in the gospel, — ^the marks of whose truth are so Wriking 
and inimitably that the inventor would be a more asttmshing 
character than the hero. And yet, with all this, the samel gospel 
abounds with incredible relations, with drciunstances repugnant 
to reason, and which it is impossible for a man of sense either to 
conceive of or to admit. What is to be done amidst all these con- 
tradictions? Be modest and circumspect. Regard in silence what 
cannot be dther disproved or comprehended, and humble thyself 
before the Supreme Being who alone knoweth the truth. 

Such is the involuntary skepticism in which I remain.- This 
skepticism, however, is not painful to me, because it extends not 
to any essential point of practice; and as my mind is firmly setded 
regarding the principles of my duty, I serve God in the sincerity of 
my heart. In the mean time, 1 seek not to know any dung more 
than what rdates to my moral condua; and as to those dogmas 
which have no influence over the behavior, and about which so 
many persons give themselves so much uouble, 1 am not at all 
solicitous. I look upon the various particular religions as so many 
salutary institutions, prescribing in different countries an uniform 
manner of public worship; and which may all have their respective 
reasons, peculiar to the climate, government, or laws of the people 
adopting them, or some other motive which renders the one pref- 
erable to the other according to the circumstance of time and place. 
I believe all that are established to be good when God is served in 
fincerity of heart. This service is all that is essential. He ryects 
not the homage of the sincere, under whatsoever form they present 
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it. Being called to the service of the church, I comply, therrfore, 
with a scrupulous exactness, to all the forms it prescribes in my duty, 
and should reproach myself for the least wilful neglect of rhom 
After having lain under a long prohibition I obtained, through the 
interest of M. de Mellerad^ a permission to re-assume the functions 
of the priesthood, to procure me a livelihood. I had been arrnytomfyj 
formerly to say mass with all that levity and carelessness with which 
we perform ^e most serious and important offices having 
very often repeated them. Since I entertained my new principles, 
however, I celebrate it with greater veneration;— penetrated by 
reflecting on the majesty of the Supreme Being, and the insuffidency 
of the human mind that is so little able to form conceptions relative 
to its author, I consider that I offier up the prayers of a people nndpr 
a prescribed form of worship, and therefore carefully observe all ite 
rites. I redte carefully; and strive not to omit the least word or 
ceremony. Before going to communicate, I first recollect myself, in 
order to do it with all those dispositions that the church and the 
importance of the sacrament require. I endeavor on this occasion 
to silence the voice of reason befijre the Supreme Intelligence. 

I say to myself: who art thou, to presume to set bounds to omni- 
potence? I reverently pronounce the sacramental words, and annex 
to them all the faith that depends on me. Whatever, therefore, 
be the truth with regard to that inconceivable mystery, I am not 
fearful of being charged at the day of judgment wi^ profaning it in 
my heart. 

Honored with the ministerial office^ though of the lowest rank, 

I will never do or say any dung that may make me unworthy to 
fulfill its sacred funcdons. 1 will always inculcate virtue^ exhort my 
auditors to pursue it, and as far as it is in my power, set them an 
example. It does not depend on me to make their reli^on ami^le, 
nor to confine the articles of their faith to what is necessary for all 
to believe: but God forbid that I should ever preach up Ae cruel 
tenets of persecution,—- that I should even induce them to hate 
their neighbors, or to consign others to damnation.* Were I, indeed, 

‘The duty of and respecting the religion of our country d^ not tete^ 

to such ti.ni.fy 2s are contrary to moral virtue; sudi as tiiat of persecution. It is this 
horrible dogma which arms mankind inhumanly against each other, and renders 
them destructive to the human race. The distinction between political and theologies 
toleration is puerile and ridiculous, as they are inseparable, so that one cannot be 
admitted without the other. * 
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in a superior station, riiis reserve might incur censure; but 1 am too 
insignificant to have much to fear, and I can never fall lovrer than 
I am. But whatever may happen, 1 shall never bla^^ieme Divine 
Justice nor lie against the Spirit of Truth. 

I have long been ambitious of the honor of being a pastor. I am 
indeed still ambitious, though I have no longer any hopes cA it 
There is no character in the world, my good friend, which appears 
to me so desirable as that of a pastor. A good pastor is a minister 
of goodness, as a good magistrate is a minister of justice. A pastor 
can have no temptation to evil; and though he may not always 
have it in his power to do good himsdf, he is really doing his Iduty 
when sdidting it of others, and very often obtains it when he l^ns 
to make himself truly worthy of respect. \ 

O that I enjoyed but some litde benefice among the poor people 
in our mountains! How happy should I then feel! for I caimot 
but think that I should make my parishioners happy! I should ne^, 
indeed, txiake them rich, but I should cheerfully partake of their 
poverty. 1 would raise them above meanness and contempt,— more 
insupportable than indigence itself. I would induce them to love 
concord, and to cherish that equality which often banishes poverty, 
and always renders it more supportable. When they should see 
that I was no richer than themselves, and yet lived content, th^y 
would learn to console themselves under their lot, and to live 
contented also. 

In the instructions I should give them, I should be less directed 
by the sense of the church than by that of the gospel; whose tenets 
are more simple, and whose morals are more sublime; — ^that teaches 
few religious forms and many deeds of charity. 

Before I should teach them their duty, I should always endeavor to 
practice it myself, in order to let them see that I really thought 
as I spoke. 

Had I any Protestants in my neighborhood, or in my parish, 
I would make no distinction between them and my own flock, in 
every thing that regarded acts of Christian charity. I would en- 
deavor to make them all love and regard ^ch other as brethren — 
toleraring all religions, and peacefully enjoying thrir own. 

Thus, my young friend, have I given you widi my own lips a recital 
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of my creed, such as the Supreme Being reads it in my heart. You are 
the fost person to whom I have made diis Profession of Faith; and 
you are the only one, probably, to whom I shall ever maU it. • * • ♦ 
If I were more positive in myself, I should have assumed a more 
positive and dogmatic air; but I am a man ignorant and subject 
to error. I have opened to you my heart without reserve. What I 
have thought certain, I have given you as such. My doubts I have 
declared as doubts; my opinions as opinions; and I have honestly 
given you my reasons for both. What can I do more? It remains 
now for you to judge. Be sincere with yourself. Whether men love 
or hate, admire or despise you, is of but little moment. Speak only 
what is true, do only what is right; for, after all, the object of greatest 
importance is to faithfully discharge our duty. Adopt only those of 
my sentiments which you believe are true, and reject all the others; 
and whatever religion you may ultimately embrace, remember 
that its real duties are independent of human institutions— that no 
religion upon earth can dispense with the sacred obligations of 
morality — that an upright heart is the temple of the Divinity— and 
that, in every country and in every sect, to love God above all things, 
and thy neighbor as thyself, is the substance and summary of the 
law— the end and aim of religious duty. 
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE 


Thomas Hobbes was born at Westport, now part of Malmesbury, in 
Wiltshire, England, April 5, 1588. His father was a clergyman of the 
Church of England, and he was educated at Magdalen Hall, Oxford, 
whence he graduated in 1608. From this time till 1640 he was, with a 
short break, a member of the household of the Earls of Devonshire, 
acting as tutor and secretary, and traveling on several occasions on the 
Continent as companion to the second and later to the third Earl. He 
made the acquaintance of many of the. leading philosophers and scientists 
of the Continent, including Descartes, Gassendi, and Galileo* Hells also 
reported to have acted for a time as amanuensis to Bacon. \ 

On the meeting of the Long Parliament, Hobbes fled to Paris, Waid 
of what might happen to him on account of opinions expressed in certain 
philosophical treatises which had been circulated in manuscript. While 
abroad he published his “De Give,” containing the political theories later 
embodied in his “Leviathan.” In 1646 he was appointed mathematical 
tutor to the future king, Charles II; but after the publication of the 
“Leviathan” in 1651, he was excluded from the court, and returned to 
England. 

The rest of Hobbes’s life was spent largely in controversy, in which— 
especially in mathematical matters — ^he had by no means always the best 
of the argument. He lived in fear of prosecution for heresy, but was 
saved by the protection of the king. He died December 4, 1679. 

Hobbes’s writings produced much commotion in his own day, but his 
opponents were more conspicuous than his disciples. Yet he exerted a 
notable influence on such thinkers as Spinoza, Leibniz, Diderot, and 
Rousseau; and the utilitarian movement led to a revival of interest in his 
philosophy in the nineteenth century. He was a fearless if one-sided 
thinker, and he presented his views in a style of great vigor and clear- 
ness. “A great partizan by nature,” says his most recent critic, “Hobbes 
became by the sheer force of his fierce, concentrated intellect a master 
builder in philosophy. ... He hated error, and therefore, to confute it, 
he shouldered his way into the very sanctuary of truth.” 



INTRODUCTION 

Natuju^ the ait whereby God hath made and governs the worlds is by 
the ‘art,’ of naan, as in many other things, so in this also imitatpH , that it 
can make an artificial animaL For seeing life is but a motion of Hmh*, 
the beginning whereof is in some principal part within; why may we 
not say, that all ‘automata’ (engines that move themselves by springs 
and wheels as doth a watch) have an ardiicial life? For w^t is the 
‘heart’ but a ‘spring’; and the ‘nerves’ but so many ‘strings’; and the 
‘joints’ but so many ‘wheeb,’ giving motion to the whole body, such as 
was intended by the artificer? ‘Art’ goes yet further, imirating that 
rational and most excellent work of nature, ‘man.’ For by art is created 
that great ‘Leviathan’ called a ‘Conunonwealth’ or ‘State,’ in Latin 
civitas, which is but an artificial man, though of greater stature and 
strength than the natural, for whose protection and defence it was in- 
tended; and in which the ‘sovereignty’ is an artificial ‘soul,’ as giving life 
and motion to the whole body; the ‘magistrates’ and other ‘officers’ of 
judicature and execution, artificial ‘joints’; ‘reward’ and ‘punishment,’ by 
which fastened to the seat of the sovereignty every joint and member is 
moved to perform his duty, are the ‘nerves,’ that do the same in the body 
natural; the ‘wealth’ and ‘riches’ of all the particular members are the 
‘strength’; solus populi, the ‘people’s safety,’ its ‘business’; ‘counsellors,’ 
by whom all things needful for it to know are suggested unto it, are the 
‘memory’; ‘equity’ and ‘laws,’ an artificial ‘reason’ and ‘will’; ‘concord,’ 
‘health’; ‘sedition,’ ‘sickness’; and ‘civil war,’ ‘death.’ Lasdy, the ‘pacts* 
and ‘covenants,’ by which the parts of this body politic were at first made, 
set together, and united, resemble that ‘fiat,’ or the ‘let us make man,* 
pronounced by God in the creation. 

To describe the nature of this artifidal man, I will confider: 

First, the ‘matter’ thereof, and the ‘artificer,’ both which is ‘nuui.’ 

Secondly, ‘how,’ and by what ‘covenants’ it is made; what are the 
‘rights’ and just ‘power’ or ‘authority’ of a ‘sovereign,’ and what it is drat 
‘preserved!’ or ‘dissolvcth’ it. 

Thirdly, what is a ‘Christian commonwealth.’ 

Lasdy, what is the ‘kingdom of darkness.’ 

Concerning the first, there is a saying much usurped of late, that" 
‘wisdom’ is acquired, not by reading of ‘books’ but of ‘mra.’ Conse* ' 
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quently whereunto, those persons that for the most part can give no 
other proof of being wise take great delight to show what they think they 
have read in men, by uncharitable censures of one another behind their 
backs. But there is another saying not of late understood, by which they 
might learn truly to read one another, if they would take the pains; that 
is, noscc teipsum, "read thyself: which was not meant, as it is now used, 
to countenance, either the barbarous state of men in power towards their 
inferiors, or to encourage men of low degree to a saucy behaviour 
towards their betters; but to teach us that for the similitude of the 
thoughts and passions of one man to the thoughts and passions of an- 
other, whosoever looketh into himsel£ and considereth what he jdoth, 
when he does "think,* ‘opine,* ‘reason,* ‘hope,’ ‘fear,’ etc., and upon 1 what 
grounds; he shall thereby read and know what are the thought^ and 
passions of all other men upon the like occasions. I say the similitude of 
‘passions,* which are the same in all men, ‘desire,* ‘fear,* ‘hope,* etc.^ not 
the similitude of the ‘objects* of the passions, which are the things 
‘desired,* ‘feared,* ‘hoped,* etc.: for these the constitution individual, and 
particular education, do so vary, and they are so easy to be kept from our 
knowledge, that the characters of man’s heart, blotted and confounded as 
they are with dissembling, lying, counterfeiting, and erroneous doctrines, 
are legible only to Him that searcheth hearts. And though by men’s 
actions we do discover their design sometimes, yet to do it without 
comparing them with our own, and distinguishing all circumstances, by 
which the case may come to be altered, is to decipher without a key, and 
be for the most part deceived, by too much trust or by too much diffi- 
dence; as he that reads is himself a good or evil man. 

But let one man read another by his actions never so perfectly, it serves 
him only with his acquaintance, which are but few. He that is to govern 
a whole nation must read in himself, not this or that particular man, but 
mankind: which, though it be hard to do, harder than to learn any 
language or science, yet, when I shall have set down my own reading 
orderly and perspicuously, the pains left another will be only to consider 
if he also find not the same in himself. For this kind of doctrine 
admitteth no other demonstration. 



OF MAN, 

BEING THE FIRST PART OF LEVIATHAN 

CHAPTER I 
Of Sense 

C oncerning the thoughts of man, I will consider rh^m 
first singly, and afterwards in train, or dependence upon one 
another. Singly, they are every one a ‘representation’ or 
‘appearance’ of some quality, or other accident of a body without us, 
which is commonly called an ‘object.’ Which object worketh on the 
eyes, ears, and other parts of a man’s body, and, by diversity of 
working, produceth diversity of appearances. 

The original of them all is that which we call ‘senses’ for there 
is no conception in a man’s mind which hath not at first, totally or 
by parts, been begotten upon the organs of sense. The rest are 
derived from that original 

To know the natural cause of sense is not very necessary to the 
business now in hand; and I have elsewhere written of the same at 
large. Nevertheless, to fill each part of my present method I will 
briefly deliver the same in this place. 

The cause of sense is the external body, or object, which presseth 
the organ proper to each sense, either immediately, as in the taste and 
touch, or mediately, as in seeing, hearing, and smelling; which pre^ 
sure, by the mediation of the nerves and other strings and mem* 
branes of the body continued inwards to the brain and heart,^4 
causeth there a resistance, or counter-pressure^ or endeavour of the ', 
heart to deliver itself, which endeavour, because ‘outward,’ seemeth 
to be some matter without. And this ‘seeming’ or ‘fancy’ is that 
which men call ‘sense’ and consisteth, as to the eye, in a ‘light’ or 
‘cobur figured’; to the ear, in a ‘sound’; to the nostril, in ^ 
‘odour’; to the tongue and palate, in a ‘savour’; and to the tesufsi 
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body, in ’beat,’ ‘cold,* ‘hardness,’ ‘softness,’ and such other qualities 
as we discern by ‘feeling.’ All which qualities, called ‘sendble’ are ih 
the object that causeth than but so many several nations of the 
matter, by which it presMth our organs diversely. Neither in us 
that are jn'essed are they anything else but divers motions; for 
motion produceth nothing but motion. But their appearance to 
us is &ncy, the same waking that dreaming. And as pressing, 
rubbing, or striking the eye, makes us fancy a light, and pressing 
the ear produceth a din, so do the bodies also we see or hear produce 
the same by their strong, though unobserved, action. For if those 
colours and sounds were in the boch^ or objects that cause them, 
they could not be severed from them, as by glasses, and in echote by 
reflection, we see they are, where we know the thing we see is in 
one place, the appearance in another. And though at some cei^n 
distance the real and very object seem invested with the fanc^ it 
b^ets in us, yet sdll the object is one thing, the image or fancy is 
another. So that sense in all cases is nothing else but original fancy, 
caused, as I have said, by the pressure, that is by the motion, of 
external things upon our eyes, ears, and other organs thereunto 
ordained. 

But the philosophy schools through all the universities of Christen* 
dom, grounded upon certain texts of Aristode, teach another doctrine, 
and say, for the cause of ‘vision,’ that the thing seen sendeth forth 
on every side a ‘visible species,’ in English, a ‘visible show,’ ‘appari- 
tion,’ or ‘aspect,’ or ‘a bdng seen’; the receiving whereof into the 
eye is ‘seeing.’ And for the cause of ‘hearing,’ that the thing heard 
sendeth forth an ‘audible species,’ that is an ‘audible aspect,’ or 
‘audible being seen,’ which entering at the ear maketh ‘hearing.’ 
Nay, for the cause of ‘understanding’ also, they say the thing under- 
stood sendeth forth an ‘intelligible species,’ that is, an ‘intelligible 
bong seen,’ which, coming into the understanding, makes us under- 
stand. I say not this as disproving the use of universities; but, be- 
cause I am to speak hereafter of their office in a commonwealth, 
I must let you see on all occasions by the way what things would be 
amended in them, amongst which the frequency of insignificant 
. speech is one. 
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CHAPTER II 
Of Imagination 

That when a thing lies still, unless somewhat else stir it, it will lie 
still for ever, is a truth that no man doubts of. But that when a thing 
is in motion, it will eternally be in motion, unless somewhat else stay 
it, though the reason be the same, namely that nothing can change 
itself, is not so easily assented to. For men measure not only other 
men but all other things, by themselves; and, because they find them- 
selves subject after motion to pain and lassitude, think every thing else 
grows weary of motion, and seeks repose of its own accord; litde 
considering whether it be not some other motion wherein that desire 
of rest they find in themselves consisteth. From hence it is that the 
schools say heavy bodies fail downwards out of an appetite 
to rest, and to conserve their nature in that place which is most 
proper for them; ascribing appetite and knowledge of what is good 
for their conservation, which is more than man has, to things inani- 
mate, absurdly. 

When a body is once in motion, it moveth, unless something else 
hinder it, eternally; and whatsoever hindereth it cannot in an instant, 
but in time and by degrees, quite extinguish it; and, as we see in the 
water though the wind cease the waves give not over rolling for a 
long time after: so also it happeneth in that motion which is made in 
the internal parts of a man, then, when he sees, dreams, etc. For, 
after the object is removed, or the eye shut, we still retain an inuge 
of the thing seen, though more obscure than when we see it. And 
this is it the T -atins call ‘ imag ination,* from the image made in seang; 
and apply the same, though improperly, to all the other senses. But 
the Gree^ call it ‘fancy,’ which signifies ‘appearance,’ and is as proper 
to one sense as to another. ‘Imagination,’ therefore, is nodiing but 
‘decaying sense,’ and is found in men, and many other living crea- 
tures, as well sleeping as waking. 

ITie decay of sense in men waking is not the decay of the motkm 
made in sense, but an obscuring of it in such ^ the light of 

the sun obscur^i the li^it of the stars, which stars do no less exer- 
cise diw virtue^ by which they are vi^le^ in the day thyn in die 
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night But because amongst many strokes which our eyes, ears, and 
other organs, receive from external bodies, the predominant only is 
sensible; therefore, the light of the sun bang predominant, we are 
not affected with the action of the stars. And any object being re- 
moved from our eyes, though the impression it made in us remain, 
yet other objects more present succeeding and working on us, the 
imagination of the past is obscured, and made weak, as the voice of 
a man is in the noise of the day. From whence it followeth that the 
longer the time is, after the sight or sense of any object, the weaker 
is the imagination. For the continuakchange of man’s body de^roys 
in time the parts which in sense were moved; so that distance of time^ 
and of place, hath one and the same effect in us. For as at a meat 
distance of place that which we look at appears dim and withoutps- 
tinction of the smaller parts, and as voices grow weak and inarticu- 
late, so also after great distance of time our imagination of the past 
is vireak; and we lose, for example, of cities we have seen many par- 
ticular streets, and of actions many particular circumstances. This 
‘decaying sense,’ when we would express the thing itself, I mean 
‘fancy’ itself, we call ‘imagination,’ as I said before; but when we 
would express the decay, and signify that the sense is fading, old, 
and past, it is called ‘memory.’ So that imagination and memory are 
but one thing, which for divers considerations hath divers names. 

‘Much memory, or memory of many things, is called experience.’ 
Again, imagination being only of those things which have been for-, 
merly perceived by sense, either all at once or by parts at several 
times, the former, which is the imagining the whole object as it 
was presented to the sens^ is ‘simple’ imagination, as when one 
imagineth a man, or horse, which he hath seen before. The other is 
‘compounded,’ as when, from the sight of a man at one time, and of a 
horse at another, we concave in our mind a Centaur. So when a 
man compounded! the image of his own person with the image of 
the actions of another man, as when a man images himself a 
Hacules or an Alexander, which happened! often to them that are 
much taken with reading of romances, it is a compound imagina- 
tion, and properly but a ficdon of the mind. Thae be also other 
imaginadons that rise in men, though waking, from the great im- 
{Hression made in sense; brom gazing upon the sun, the impresdon 
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leaves an image of the sun before our eyes a long rimi> after; and, 
from bdng long and vehemently attent upon geometrical iiguns, a 
man shall in the dark, though awake, have the images of lines and 
angles before his eyes; which kind of fancy hath no particular nam^ 
as being a thing that doth not commonly fall into men’s discourse. 

The imaginations of them that sleep are those we call ‘dreams.’ 
And these also, as also all other imaginations, have been before, 
totally or by parcels, in the sense. And, because in sense, the brain 
and nerves, which are the necessary organs of sense, are so benumbed 
in sleep as not easily to be moved by the action of external objects, 
there can happen in sleep no imagination, and therefore no dream, 
but what proceeds from the agitation of the inward parts of man’s 
body; which inward parts, for the connection they have with the 
brain and other organs, when they be distempered, do keep the same 
in motion; wherdjy the imaginations there formerly made, appear 
as if a man were vraking; saving that the organs of sense being now 
benumbed, so as there is no new object which can master and obscure 
them with a more vigorous impression, a dream must needs be more 
clear in this silence of sense than our waking thoughts. And hence 
it cometh to pass that it is a hard matter, and by many thought im- 
possible, to distinguish exactfy between sense and dreaming. For my 
part, when I consider that in dreams I do not often nor constandy 
think of the same persons, places, objects, and acdons, that I do 
waking, nor remember $0 long a train of coherent thoughts, dream- 
ing, as at other times, and because waking I often observe the absurd- 
ity of dreams, but never dream of the absurdities of my waking 
thoughts, I am well sadsfied, that, being awake, I know I dream not, 
though when I dream I think myself awake. 

And, seeing dreams are caused by the distemper of some of the 
inward parts of the body, divers distempers must needs cause dif- 
ferent dreams. And hence it is that lying cold breedeth dreams of 
fear, and raiseth the thought and image of some fearful object, the 
modon from the brain to the inner parts and from the inner parts to 
the brain b^g reciprocal; and that, as anger causedi heat in some 
parts of the body when we are awake, so when we sleep the over- 
heating of the same parts causeth anger, and raiseth up in the brain 
the imaginadon of an enepiy. In the same manner, as natural kind- 
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ness, wiben we are awak^ causeth desirei, and desire makes heat in 
certain other parts of the body; so also too much heat in those parts, 
while we deq), raiseth in the brain an imagination of some kindness 
shown. In sum, our dreams are the reverse of our waking imagina- 
tions, the motion when we are awake be ginning at one end, and 
when we dream at another. 

The most difficult discerning of a man’s dream from his waking 
thoughts is, then, when by some accident we observe not that we 
have sl^t: which is easy to happen to a man full of fearful thoughts, 
and whose conscience is much troubled, and that sleepeth without 
the circumstances of going to bed ol: putting off his clothes, as one 
that noddeth in a chair. For he that taketh pains, and industriously 
lays himself to sleep, in case any imcouth and exorbitant fancy aome 
imto him, cannot easily think it other than a dream. We reap of 
Marcus Brutus (one that had his life given him by Julius Cssar, Wnd 
was also his favorite, and notwithstanding murdered him) how at 
Philippi, the night before he gave batde to Augustus Caesar, he saw 
a fearful apparition, which is commonly related by historians as a 
vision; but, considering the circumstances, one may easily judge to 
have been but a short dream. For, sitting in his tent, pensive and 
troubled with the horror of his rash act, it was not hard for him, 
slumbering in the cold, to dream of that which most affrighted bifn; 
which fear, as by degrees it made him wake, so also it must needs 
make the apparition by degrees to vanish; and, having no assurance 
that he slept, he could have no cause to think it a dream or anything 
but a vision. And this is no very rare accident; for even they that 
be perfectly awake, if they be timorous and superstitious, possessed 
with fearful tales, and alone in the dark, are subject to the like 
fancies, and believe they see spirits and dead men’s ghosts walking 
in churchyards; whereas it is either their fancy only, or else the 
knavery of such persons as make use of such superstitious fear to 
pass disguised in the night to places they would not be known to 
haunt. 

From this ignorance of how to distinguish dreams and other strong 
fancies from vision and sense, did arise dte greatest part of the 
religbn of the Gentiles in time past that worshipped satyrs, fawns, 
nymphs, and the like; and now-a-days the (pinion that rude people 
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hsve of fairies ghosts, and goblins, and of the power of witches. For 
as for witches, 1 think not that their witchcraft is any real powerj 
but yet that they are justly punished for the false belief they have that 
they can do such mischief, joined with their purpose to do it if they 
can; their trade being nearer to a new religion than to a craft or 
science. And for fairies and walking ghosts, the opinion of them 
has, I think, been on purpose either taught, or not confuted, to keep 
in credit the use of exorcism, of crosses, of holy water, and other such 
inventions of ghostly men. Nevertheless there is no doubt but God 
can make unnatural apparitions; but that He does it so often as men 
need to fear such things more than they fear the stoy or change of 
the course of nature, which He also can stay and change, is no point 
of Christian faith. But evil men, under pretext that God can do 
anything, are so bold as to say anything when it serves their turn, 
though they think it untrue; it is the part of a wise man to believe 
them no ^ther than right reason makes that which they say appear 
credible. If this superstitious fear of spirits were taken away, and 
with it prognostics from dreams, false prophecies, and many other 
things depending thereon, by which crafty ambitious persons abuse 
the simple people, men woiijd be much more fitted than they are for 
civil obedience. 

And this ought to be the work of the schools; but they rather 
nourish such doctrine. For, not knowing what imagination or the 
senses are, what they receive they teach; some saying that imagina- 
tions rise of themselves and have no cause; others that they rise most 
commonly from the will, and that good thoughts are blown (in- 
spired) into a man by God, and evil thoughu by the devil; or that 
good thoughts are poured (infused) into a man by God, and evil ones 
by the devil. Some say the senses recave the species of things, and 
deliver them to the common sense, and the common sense delivers 
them over to the fancy, and the fancy to the memory, and the memory 
to the judgment, like handling of things from one to another, with 
many words msddng nothing understood. 

Tte imagination that is raised in man, or any other creature indued 
with the faculty of i magin ing, by words or other voluntary tigns, 
is that we generally call ‘understanding,’ and is common to man and 
beast. For a dog by custom will understand the call or the {ating of 
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his master; and so will many other beasts. That understanding wbida 
is peculiar to man is the understanding not only his will but his 
conceptions and thoughts, by the sequel and contexture of the names 
of thhigs into affirmations, negations, and other forms of qieech; 
and of this kind of understanding I shall speak hereafter. 

CHAPTER ra 

Of the Consequence or Train of Imaginations 

By ‘consequence,’ or ‘train,’ of thoughts I understand that siicces- 
non of one thought to another which is called, to distinguish it vfom 
discourse in words, ‘mental discourse.’ 

When a man thinketh on anything whatever, his noct thoi^ht 
after is not altogether so casual as it seems to be. Not every thoumt 
to every thought succeeds indiffierendy. But as we have no imagina' 
don whereof we have not formerly had sense, in whole or in parts, 
so we have no transidon from one imaginadon to another whereof 
we never had the like before in our senses. The reason whereof is 
this. All Ancles are modons within us, relics of those made in the 
sense, and those motions that immediately succeeded one anotho* 
in the sense continue also together after sense: in so much as the 
former coming again to take phccy and be predominant, the latter 
foUoweth, by coherence of the matter moved, in such manner as 
water upon a plane table is drawn which way any one part of it is 
guided by the finger. But because in sense to one and the same thing 
perceived, somedmes one thing somedmes another, succeedeth, it 
comes to pass in time that in the imagining of anything there is no 
certainty what we shall imagine next: only this is certain, it shall 
be som^ng that succeeded the same before, at one time or another. 

This train of thoughts, or mental discourse, is of two sorts. The 
first is ‘unguided,’ ‘without design,’ and inconstant; wherein there is 
no passionate thought, to govern and direct those that follow, to 
itse^ as the end and scope of some desire or other passion: in which 
case the thoughts are said to wander, and saem impadnent one to 
another as in a dream. Such are commonly the thoughts dE men 
diat are not only without company bm also widiout care of any- 
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thingj though even thoo theit thoughts are as busy as at other tunesi 
but without harmony; as the sound which a lute out of tune would 
yield to any man, or in tune to one that could not play. And yet in 
this wild ranging of the mind a man may oft-times perceive the vwiy 
of it, and the dependence of one thought upon another. For in a 
discourse of our present dvil war, what could seem more imperti- 
nent than to ask, as one did, what was the value of a Roman p^ny. 
Yet the coherence to me was manifest enough. For the thought of 
the war introduced the thought of the delivering up the king to his 
enanies; the thought of that brought in the thought of the deliver- 
ing up of Christ; and that again the thought of the thirty pi»nc«», 
which was the price of that treason; and thence easily followed that 
malidous question; and all this in a moment of time — ^for thought 
is quick. 

The second is more constant; as being ‘regulated’ by some desire 
and design. For the impression made by such things as we desire^ 
or fear, is strong and permanent, or, if it cease for a time, of quick 
return: so strong it is sometimes as to hinder and break our sleep. 
From desire ariseth the thought of some means we have seen pro- 
duce the like of that which yre aim at; and from the thought of ^t, 
the thought of means to that mean; and so continually till we come 
to some beginning within our own power. And because the end, 
by the greatness of the impression, comes often to mind, in case our 
thoughts begin to wander, they are quickly again reduced into the 
way: which observed by one of the Seven Wise Men, made him give 
men this precept, which is now worn out. Respice finem, that is to 
say, in all your actions look often upon what you would have as the 
thing that directs all your thoughts in the way to attain it. 

The train of regulated thoughts is of two kinds; one, when of an 
effect imagined we seek the causes or means that produce it; and 
this is common to man and beast. The other is when imagining 
anything whatsoever we sedc all the possible effects that can by it 
be produced, that is to say, we imagine what we can do with it 
wh^ we have it. Of which I have not at any time seen any dgd 
but in man only; for this is a curiosity hardly incident to the nature 
of any living creature that has no other passion but sensual, such 
as are hunger, thirst, lust, and anger. In sum, the discour|e of the 
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mind, when it is governed by design, is nothing but ‘seeking,’ or 
the faculty of invention, which the Latins called sagacitas, and 
solertia; a hunting out of the causes, of some effect, present or 
past; or of the effects, of some present or past cause. Sometimes a 
man seeks what he hath lost; and from that place and time wherein 
he misses it his mind runs back, from place to place, and time to 
time, to find where and when he had it, that is to say, to find some 
certain and limited time and place in which to begin a method of 
seeking. Again, from thence his thoughts run over the same places 
and times to find what action or other occasion might make him 
lose it. This we call ‘remembrance,’ or calling to mind; the ^tins 
call it reminiscentia, as it were a ‘re-cbnning’ of our former actions. 

Sometimes a man knows a place determinate, within the compass 
whereof he is to seek; and then his thoughts run over all the parts 
thereof, in the same manner as one would sweep a room to find a 
jewel, or as a spaniel ranges the field till he find a scent, or as a 
man should run over the alphabet to start a rhyme. 

Sometimes a man desires to know the event of an action; and 
then he thinketh of some like action past, and the events thereof one 
after another, supposing like events will follow like actions. As 
he that foresees what will become of a criminal re-cons what he has 
seen follow on the like crime before, having this order of thoughts, 
the crime, the officer, the prison, the judge, and the gallows. Which 
kind of thoughts is called ‘foresight,’ and ‘prudence,’ or ‘providence,’ 
and sometimes ‘wisdom,’ though such conjectme, through the diffi- 
culty of observing all circumstances, be very fallacious. But this is 
certain: by how much one man has more experience of things past 
than another, by so much also he is more prudent, and his expecta- 
tions the seldomer fail him. The ‘present’ only has a being in 
nature; things ‘past’ have a being in the memory only, but things 
‘to come’ have no being at all, the ‘future’ being but a fiction of 
the mind, applying the sequels of actions past to the actions that 
are present; which with most certainty is done by him that has most 
experience, but not with certainty enough. And though it be called 
prudence, when the event answereth our expectation, yet, in its 
own nature, if is but presumption. For the foresight of things to 
come, which is providence^ belongs only to him by whose vidll 



OF MAN ^21 

they are to come. From him only, and supernaturally, proceeds 
prophecy. The best prophet naturally is the best guesser; and the 
best guesser he that is most versed and studied in the matters 
he guesses at, for he hath most ‘signs’ to guess by. 

A sign’ is the event antecedent of the consequent; and, contrarily, 
the consequent of the antecedent, when the like consequences have 
been observed before; and the oftener they have been observed, the 
less uncertain is the sign. And therefore he that has most experience 
in any kind of business has most signs whereby to guess at the future 
time, and consequendy is the most prudent; and so much more 
prudent than he that is new in that kind of business as not to be 
equalled by any advantage of natural and extemporary wit; though 
perhaps many young men think the contrary. 

Nevertheless it is not prudence that distinguisheth man from 
beast. There be beasts that at a year old observe more, and pur- 
sue that which is for their good more prudendy than a child can 
do at ten. 

As prudence is a ‘presumpdon’ of the ‘future’ contracted from the 
‘experience’ of time ‘past,’ so there is a presumpdon of things past 
taken from other things, not future, but past also. For he that ^th 
seen by what courses and.degrees a flourishing state hath first come 
into civil war, and then to ruin, upon the sight of the ruins of any 
other state will guess the like war and the like courses have been there 
also. But this conjecture has the same uncertainty almost with the 
conjecture of the future, both being grounded only upon experience. 

There is no other act of man’s mind that I can remember naturally 
planted in him, so as to need no other thing to the exercise of it 
but to be born a man, and live with the use of his five senses. Those 
other faculdes of which I shall speak by and by, and which seem 
proper to man only, are acquired and increased by study and 
industry, and of most men learned by instruction and discipline; 
and proceed all from the invention of words and speech. For 
besides sense, and thoughts, and the train of thoughts, the mind of 
man has no other motion, though by the help of speech and method 
the same faculties may be improved to such a height as to dis- 
tinguish men from all other living creatures. 

Whatsoever we imag ine is ‘finite.’ Therefore there is no idea 
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or conception of any tlung we odl ‘infinite.’ No man can have in his 
mind an image of infinite magnitude, nor conceive infinite swiftness, 
infinite dme, or infinite force, or infinite power. When we say 
anything is infinite, we signify only that we are not able to con* 
ceive the ends and bounds of the things named; having no con- 
ception of dw thing, but of our own inability. And therefore the 
name of God is used, not to make us concave Him, for He is 
incomprehensible, and His greatness and power are unconceivable; 
but that we may honour Him. Also because, whatsoever, as 1 said 
before we conceive has been perceived first by sense, either all at 
once or by parts; a man can have no..tbought representing anydiing 
not sthject to sense. No man therefore can conceive anything but 
he must conceive it in some place, and indued with some determi^te 
magnitude, and which may be divided into parts; nor that anyt^ng 
is all in this place and all in another place at the same time; nor 4ut 
two or more things can be in one and the same place at once: for 
none of these things ever have or can be incident to sense, but are 
absurd speeches, taken upon credit, without any signification at all, 
from Medved jhilosophers, and deceived or deedving schodmen. 


CHAPTER IV 
Of Speech 

The invention of ‘priming’ though ingenious compared with the 
invention of ‘letters,’ is no great matter. But who was the first- that 
found die use of letters is not known. He that first brought them 
into Greece men say was Cadmus, the son of Agenor, king of 
Phoenicia. A profitable invention for continuing the memory of 
tinw paft and the conjunction of mankind, dispersed into so many 
and distant regions of the earth; and -withal difficult, as proceedii^ 
from a watchful obsovation of the divers motions of the tongue, 
palate lips, and other organs of speedi, whereby to make as many 
of characters, to remember them. But the most ndile 
and fMTofitdble invention of all other was that of ‘speech’ consisting 
of ‘names’ or ‘appellations,’ and their connection; vdierdiy men 
register thdr diou^ts, recall them when they are past, and also 
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(ieclare them one to another for mutual utility and conversation; 
without which there had been amongst men neither commonweiJth, 


nor sodety, nor conuact, nor peace, no more than amongst lions, 
bears, and wolves. The first author of ‘speech’ was God Himself, 
that instructed Adam how to name sudi creatures as He presented 
to his aght; for the Scripture goeth no further in this matter. But 
this was suffident to direct him to add more names, as the experience 
and use of the creatures should give him occasion, and to join them 
in such manner by degrees as to make himself understood; and so, 
by succession of time, $0 much language might be gotten as he had 
found use for; though not so copious, as an orator or philosopher 
has need of: for I do not find anything in the Saipture out of 
which, direedy or by consequence, can be gathered that Adam was 
taught the names of all figures, numbers, measures, colours, sounds, 
rdadons— much less the names of words and speech, as 
‘general,’ ‘special,’ ‘affirmative,’ ‘negadve,’ ‘interrogative,’ ‘optative,’ 
‘infinitive,’ all which are useful, and, least of all, of ‘entity,’ ‘inten- 
tionality,’ ‘quiddity,’ and other insignificant words of the school. 

But aU this lang uag e gotten, and augmented by Adam and his 
posterity was again lost at the 'Tower of Babel, when by the hand of 
God every man was stricken for his rebellion with an oblivion of his 
former language. And being hereby forced to disperse themselves 
into several parts of the world, it must needs be that the ffiversity 
of tongues that now is proceeded by degrees from them in such 
manner as need, the mother of aU inventions, taught than; and m 


tract of time grew everywhere more copious. 

The general use of speech is to transfa our mental diwurse 
into verbal, or the train of our thoughts into a train of words, and 
that for two commodities, whereof one is the registaing of the 
consequences of our thoughts, which, being apt to sl^P ^ 
memory and put us to a new labour, imy apin be «caU^ by 
words Is they were marked by. So that the first use of « 

to serve for ‘marks,’ or ‘notes,’ of remembrance. Another wh« 
many use the same words to signify by their connec^n :md ord« 
one to another what they conceive or think of each matter, ^ 
also what they desire, fear, or have any wl'er pa^n for.^ 
for this use they are called ‘signs.’ Special uses of speech are these. 
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first, to register what by cogitation we find to be the cause of 
anything, preset or past; and what we find things present or past 
may produce^ or effect; which, in sum, is acquiring of arts. Secondly, 
to show to others that knowledge which we have attained, which 
is to counsel and teach one another. Thirdly, to make known to 
others our wills and purposes, that we may have the mutual help 
of one another. Fourthly, to please and delight ourselves and others 
by playing with our words, for pleasure or ornament, innocendy. 

To these uses there are also four correspondent abuses. First, when 
men register their thoughts wrong, by the inconstancy of the 
significadon of thdr words; by whicji they register for their/ con* 
cepdons that which they never conceived, and so deceive themSpves. 
Secondly, when they use words metaphorically, that is, in other 
sense than that they are ordained for; and thereby deceive otners. 
Thirdly, when by words, they declare that to be their will whi(^ is 
not. Fourthly, when they use them to grieve one another; ^r 
seeing Nature hath armed living creatures, some with teeth, some 
with horns, and some with hands, to grieve an enemy, it is but an 
abuse of speech to grieve him with the tongue, unless it be one 
whom we are obliged to govern; and then it is not to grieve, but 
to correct and amend. 

The manner how speech serveth to the remembrance of the cqn* 
sequence of causes and effects consisted! in the imposing of ‘nam»,’ 
and the ‘connecdon’ of them. 

Of names, some are ‘proper,’ and singular to one only thing, as 
‘Peter,’ ‘John,’ ‘this man,’ ‘this tree’; and some are ‘common’ to 
many things, ‘man,’ ‘horse,’ ‘tree’ — every of which, though but one 
name, is nevertheless the name of divers pardcular things; in 
respect of all which together it is called an ‘universal,’ there being 
nothing in the world universal but names; for the things named 
are every one of them individual and singular. 

One universal name is imposed on many things, for their simili* 
tude in some quality or other accident; and whereas a proper name 
bringeth to mind one thing only, universals recall any one of 
those many. 

And, of names universal, some are of more, and «>me of less 
extent, the larger comprehending the less large; and some again of 
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equal extait, comprehending each other reciprocally. As, for ex- 
ampl^ the name body’ is of larger signification than the word 
‘man,’ and comprehendeth it; and the names ‘man’ and ‘rational’ are 
of equal extent, comprehending mutually one another. But here we 
must take notice that by a name is not always understood, as in 
grammar, one only word; but sometimes, by circumlocution, many 
words together. For all these words, ‘he that in his actions ob- 
serveth the laws of his country’ make but one name, equivalent to 
this one word ‘just.’ 

By this imposition of names, some of larger, some of stricter 
signification, we turn the reckoning of the consequences of things 
imagined in the mind into a reckoning of the consequences of 
appellations. For example: a man that hath no use of speech at all, 
such as is born and remains perfectly deaf and dumb, if he set before 
his eyes a triangle and by it two right angles, such as are the 
corners of a square figure, he may by meditation compare and find 
that the three angles of that triangle are equal to those two right 
angles that stand by it. But if another triangle be shown him, 
ferent in shape from the former, he cannot know without a new 
labour whether the three angles of that also be equal to the same. 
But he that hath the use. of words, when he observes that such 
equality was consequent not to the length of the sides nor to any 
other particular thing in his triangle, but only to this, that the sides 
were straight, and the angles three, and that that was all for which 
he named it a triangle, will boldly conclude universally that such 
equality of angles is in all triangles whatsoever, and register his 
invention in these general terms, ‘every triangle hath its three angles 
equal to two right angles.’ And thus the consequence found in one 
particular comes to be registered and remembaed as a universal 
rule, and discharges our mental reckoning of time and place, and 
delivers us from all labour of the mind saving the first; and makes 
that which was found true ‘here’ and ‘now’ to be true in ‘all times’ 
and ‘places.’ ' 

But the use of words in registering our thougiits is in nothing 
so evident as in numbering. A natural fool that could never leafn 
by heart the order of numeral words, as ‘on^’ ‘two,’ and ‘three,’ 
may observe every stroke of the clock, and nod to it, or say ‘one,’ 
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‘one^* ‘oue^* but can never know what hour it strikes. And it seems 
there was a time when those names of number were not in use^ 
and men were fain to apply their fingers of one ot both hands to 
those things they desired to keep account of; and that thence it 
proceeded that now our numeral words are but ten in any nation, 
and in some but five; and then they begin again. And he that can 
teU ten, if he recite them out of order, will lose himself and not 
know when he has done. Much less will he be able to add, and 
subtract, and perform all other operations of arithmetic. So that 
without words there is no possibility of reckoning of numbers; much 
less of magnitudes, of swiftness, of force, and other things,/ the 
reckonings whereof are necessary to the bong, or well-beinh of 
mankind. \ 

When two names are joined together into a consequence! or 
affirmation as thus, ‘a man is a living creature,’ or thus, ‘if he Be a 
man, he is a living creature,’ if the latter name, ‘living creatuW 
signify all that the former name, ‘man,’ signifieth, then the a&> 
mation, or consequence, is ‘true’; otherwise ‘false.’ For ‘true’ and 
‘fidse’ are attributes of speech, not of things. And where speech 
is not, there is neither ‘truth’ nor ‘falsehood’: ‘error’ there may be, as 
when we expect that which shall not be, or suspect what has not 
been; bitt in ndther case can a man be charged with untruth. , 
Seeing then that truth consisteth in the right ordering of names 
in our affirmations, a man that seeketh precise truth had need to 
remember what every name he uses stands for, and to place it 
accordingly, or else he tvill find himself entangled in words, as a 
bird in lime twigs— die more he struggles the more belimed. And 
therefore in geometry, which is the only science that it hath pleased 
God hitherto to bestow on mankind, men b^in at settling the 
significations of their words; which settling of significations they 
call ‘definitions,’ and place them in the beginning of their reckoning. 

By this it appears how necessary it is for any man that aspires to 
true knowledge to examine the definitions of former authors; and 
eithor to correct them, where they are n^ligendy set down, or to 
make diem himself. For the errors of definidons muldply them- 
sdves according as the reckoning proceeds, and leSd men into 
abmrdities whi^ at last they se^ but cannot avoid without reckoning 



OF MAN 327 

anew from the b^innmg, in w^ch lies the foundation their erran. 

From whence it happens that they whidi trust to books do as they 
that cast up many little sums into a greater, without considering 
whether those litde sums were rightly cast up or not; gnH at last, 
fin ding the error visible and not mistrusting their first grounds, 
know not which way to clear themselves, but spend time in fluttering 
over their books, as birds that, entering by the chimney and finding 
themselves enclosed in a chamber, flutter at the false light of a 
window for want of wit to consider which way they came in. So that 
in the right definition of names lies the first use of speech, which 
is the acquisition of science; and in virrong, or no fif^nitinns, lies 
the first abuse; from which proceed all false and senseless tenets: 
which make those men that ttdee thdir instruction from the authority 
of books and not from their own meditation to be as much bdow 
the condition of ignorant men as men endued vnth true srimre 
are above it. For between true science and erroneous doctrines ig- 
norance is in the middle. Natural sense and imagination are not 
subject to absurdity. Nature itself cannot err; and as men abound 
in copiousness of language, so they become more wise, or more 
mad, than ordinary. Nor is it possible without Imers for any man 
to become either excellendy wise, or, unless his memory be hurt by 
disease or ill constitution of organs, excellently foolish. For wor^ 
are wise men’s counters— they do but reckon by them; but they are 
the money of fools, that value them by the authority of an Aristode, 
a Cicero, or a Thomas or any other doctor whatsoever, if but a man. 

‘Subject to names’ is whatsoever can enter into or be considered in 
an account, and be added one to another to make a sum, or sub* 
tracted one from another and leave a remainder. The Latins called 
accounts of money rationes, and accounting ratiocinoHo; and that 
which we in bills or books of account call ‘items’ they call nomina, 
that is ‘names,’ and thence it seems to proceed that they extended 
the word ratio to the faculty of reckoning in all other things. The 
Greeks have but one word, XSyoSf for both ‘speech’ and ‘reason’; not 
that they rbnugbr there was no speech without reason, but im 
reasoning without speech; and the act of reasoning they call^ 
‘syliogian,’ which sig^eth summing up of the consequences of one 
saying to aimther. And because the same dung may enter into 
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account £or divers accidents, their names are, to show that diversity, 
diversely wrested and diversified. This diversity of names may 
reduced to four general heads. 

First, a thing may enter into account for ‘matter’ or ‘body,* as 
‘living,’ ‘sensible,’ ‘rational,’ ‘hot,’ ‘cold,’ ‘moved,’ ‘quiet’; widi all 
which names the word ‘matter’ or ‘body’ is understood; all such 
being names of matter. 

Secondly, it may enter into account, or be considered, for some 
accident or quality which we concave to be in it; as for ‘being 
moved,’ for ‘being so long,’ for ‘being hot,’ etc.; and then, of the 
name of the thing itself, by a little change or wresting we m^e a 
name for that accident which we consider; and for ‘living’ put into 
the account ‘life,’ for ‘moved’ ‘motion,’ for ‘hot’ ‘heat,’ for song’ 
‘length,’ and the like; and all such names are the names of the 
accidents and properties by which one matter and body is\dis- 
tinguished from another. These are called ‘names abstract,’ because 
severed not from matter but from the account of matter. 

*rhirdly, we bring into account the properties of our own bodies, 
wherdiy we make such distinction; as, when anything is seen by 
us, we reckon not the thing itself but the sight, the colour, the 
idea of it in the fancy; and when anything is heard, we reckon it 
not, but the hearing or soimd only, which is our fancy or conception 
of it by the ear; and such are names of fancies. 

Fourthly, we bring into account, consider, and give names, to 
‘names’ themselves, and to ‘speeches,’ for ‘general,’ ‘universal,’ 
‘special,’ ‘equivocal,’ are names of names. And ‘affirmation,’ ‘inter- 
rogation,’ ‘commandment,’ ‘narration,’ ‘syllogism,’ ‘sermon,’ ‘ora- 
tion,’ and many other such, are names of speeches. And this is all 
the variety of names ‘positive,’ which are put to mark somewhat 
which is in Nature, or may be feigned by the mind of man, as 
bodies that are or may be conceived to be; or of bodies, the proper- 
ties that are or may be feigned to be; or words and speech. 

There be also other names, called ‘negative,’ which are notes to 
si g nify that a word is not the name of the thing in question; as 
these words ‘nothing,’ ‘no man,’ ‘infinite,’ ‘indocible,’ ‘three want 
four,’ and the like; which are nevertheless-of use in reckoning, or 
in correcting of reckoning, and call to mind our past cogitations, 
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though they be not names of anything, because they make us refuse 
to admit of names not rightly used. 

All other names are but insignificant sounds; and those of two 
sorts. One when they are new, and yet thw meaning not explained 
by definition; whereof there have been abundance coined by school* 
men, and puzzled philosophers. 

Another, when men make a name of two names, whose ngnifica* 
tions are contradictory and inconastent; as this name, an ‘incorpo* 
real body,’ or, which is ail one, an ‘incorporeal substance,’ and a 
great number more. For, whensoever any afiBrmation is false, the 
two pamps of which it is composed put together and made one 
signify nothing at all. For example, if it be a false affirmation to 
say ‘a quadrangle is round,’ the word ‘round quadrangle’ signifies 
nothing, but is a mere sound. So likewise, if it be false to say that 
virtue can be poured, or blown up and down, the words ‘inpoured 
virtue,’ ‘inblown virtue,’ are as absurd and insignificant as a ‘round 
quadrangle.’ And therefore you shall hardly meet with a sensdess 
and insignificant word that is not made up of some Ladn or Greek 
namps. A Frenchman seldom hears our Saviour called by the nme 
of parole, but by the name of verhe often; yet verbe and parde differ 
no more but that one is Ladn, the other French. 

When a man, upon the hearing of any speech, h^ those thoughtt 
which the words of that speech and their connection were ordained 
and constituted to signify, then he is said to understand it, ‘under- 
standing’ being nothing else but Conception caused by speech. Md 
therefore, if speech be peculiar to man, as for aught I know it 
t hon is understanding peculiar to him also. And therefore of absurd 
and false affirmations, in case they be universal, there ran be no 
understanding; though many think they understand, thra, when 
they do but repeat the words softly, or con them in thdr n^d. 

What kinds of speeches signify the appetites, avwao^ and 
passions of man’s mind, and of thdr use and abuse, I shaU speak 

when I have spoken of the passions. ^ ... * 

The names of such things as affect us, that xs, vvhich pl^ apd 
displease us, because all men be not alike affected vwA the sam 
thing nor the same man at aU times, are in the ammon discourses 
men of ‘inconstant’ signiHcation. For seeing all names are imposed 
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to agnilEy our ct>noq>tioa% and all our afiectioos are but concepdoiui> 
when we concave the same things di£Eerently we can hardly avmd 
diflfaent naming of them. For though the nature of that we con- 
ceive be the same, yet the diversity of our reception of it, in respect 
of different comdtutions of body and prejudices of opinion, gives 
everything a tincture of our different passions. And therefore in 
reasoning a man must take heed of words, which, besides the 
signification of what we imagine of their nature, have a signification 
also of the nature, disposition, and interest of the speaker; such 
as are the names of virtues and vices; for one man calleth ‘wisdom’ 
ediat another calleth ‘fear,’ and one ‘trtielty’ what another ‘justice’; 
one ‘prodigality’ what another ‘magnanimity’; and one ‘grawty’ 
what another ‘stupidity,* etc. And therefore such names can nwer 
be true grounds of any ratiodnadon. No more can metaphors ud 
tropes of speech; but these are less dangerous, because they pro^ 
their inconstancy, which the other do not. 


CHAPTER V 
Of Reason and Science 

When a man ‘reasoneth’ he does nothing dse but concave a sum 
total, from ‘addidon* of parcels, or concave a remainder, from ‘sub- 
tracdon’ of one sum from another; winch, if it be done by words, 
is conceiving of the consequence of the names of all the parts, to 
the name of the whole; or from the names of the whole and one 
part, to the name of the other part. And, though in some things, as in 
numbers, besides adding and subtracting men name other opera- 
dons, as ‘muldplying’ and ‘dividing,’ yet they are the same; for 
muldplicadon is but adding togetha of things equal; and dividon 
but subtracdng of one thing, as often as we can. These operadons 
are not incident to numbers only, but to all manner of things that 
can be added togetha, and taken one out of anotha. For as 
arithmedcaans teach to add and subtract in ‘numbas,’ so the geom- 
etricians teach the same in ‘lines,’ ‘figures,! solid and sup^dal, 
‘angles,* ‘propordons,’ ‘times,* degrees of ‘swiftness,* ‘fince,’ ‘powa’ 
and the like; the logicians teach the same in ‘consequences of words,* 
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adding tt^gedjer two ‘names’ to make an ‘aflfirmation,’ and two 
‘affirmations’ to make a ‘syllogism’; and ‘many syllogisms’ to make 
a ‘demwistration’; and from the ‘sum,’ or ‘conclusion,’ o£ a ‘syllo- 
gism’ they siffitraa one ‘proposition’ to find the other. Writers o£ 
politics add togetiier ‘pactions’ to find men’s ‘duties,’ and lawyers 
‘laws’ and ‘facts,’ to find what is ‘right’ and ‘wrong’ in the of 
private men. In sum, in what matter soever there is place for ‘addi- 
tion’ and ‘subtraction’ there also is place for ‘reason,’ and where 
have no place, there ‘reason’ has nothing at all to do. 

Out of all which we may define, that is to say 
that is which is meant by this word ‘reason,’ when we recL>n it 
amongst the faculties of the mind. For ‘reason’ in this awy. u 
nothing but ‘reckoning,’ that is adding and subtracting, of the con- 
sequences of general names agreed upon for the ‘marking' and 
‘tignifying’ of our thoughts ; 1 say ‘marking’ them when we reckon by 
ourselves, and ‘signifying’ when we demonstrate or approve our 
reckonings to other men. 

And, as in arithmetic, unpractised men must, and professors 
themselves may often, err, and cast up false; so also in any other 
subject of reasoning the ablest, most attentive, and most practised 
men may deceive themselves, and infer false conclusions; not but 
that reason itself is always right reason, as well as arithmetic is a 
certain and infallible art; but no one man’s reason, nor the reason t^ 
any one ntimber of men, makes the certainty; no more than an 
account is therefore well cast up, because a great many men have 
unanimously approved it And therefore, as when there is a con- 
troversy in an account the parties must by their own accord set up 
for right reason the reason of some arbitrator, or judge^ to whose 
sentence they will both stand, or thdr controversy must either come 
to blows, or be undedded, for want of a right reason constituted 
by Nature; so is it alsq in all ddiates of vdiat kind soever. And 
when m^ diat think thonselves wiser than all others clamour and 
demand right reason for judge, yet seek no more but that things 
should be determined by no other men’s reason but thdr ovm, 
it is as intolerable in the sodety of men as it is in play after trump 
is turned, to use £or trump on every occasion that suit whereof they 
have mnsr in dbdr hand. For they do nothing dse that will have 
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every tA thdr pasdoiu^ as it comes to bear sway in them, to be 
taken for right reason, and that in their own controveraes, be- 
wraying their want of right reason, by the claim they lay to it 

llte use and end of reason is not the finding of the sum and 
truth of one or a few consequences remote from the first definitions 
and settled significations of names, but to begin at these, and proceed 
from one consequence to another. For there can be no certainty of 
the last conclusion without a certainty of all those affirmations and 
negations on which it was grounded and inferred. As when a 
master of a fiunily in taking an account casteth up the sums of all 
the bills of expense into one sum, and^-not regarding how each bill 
is siunmed up by those that give them in account nor whatlit is 
he pays for, he advantages himself no more than if he allowea the 
account in gross, trusting to every of the accountants' skill Wd 
honesty; so also, in reasoning of all other things, he that takeslup 
conclusions on the trust of authors and doth not fetch them fi^m 
the first items in every reckoning, which are the significations of 
names setded by definitions, loses his labour, and does not know 
anything, but only believeth. 

When a man reckons without the use of words, which may be 
done in particular things, as when upon the sight of any one thing 
we conjecture what was likely to have preceded or is likely ,to 
follow upon it, if that which he thought likely to follow follows not, 
or that which he thought likely to have preceded it hath not pre- 
ceded it, this is called 'error,* to which even the most prudent men 
are subject. But when we reason in words of general signification, 
and fall upon a general inference which is false, though it be com- 
monly called ‘error,* it is indeed an 'absurdity,' or senseless speech. 
For error is but a deception, in presuming that somewhat is past 
or to come, of which, though it were not past or not to come, yet 
there was no impossibility discoverable. But when we make a 
general assertion, unless it be a true one, the possibility of it b 
inconceivable. And words wherdiy we conceive nothing but the 
sound are those we call 'absurd,' 'insignificant,' and 'nonsense.' And 
dier^ore if a igan should talk to me of a ‘round quadrangle,' or 
‘accidents of luead in cheese^' or ‘inunatenal substances,’ or of ‘a 
fixe subject,* ‘a free will,' or any ‘free’ but firee from being hindered 
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by opposition, I should not say he were in an error, but that his 
words were without meaning, that is to say absurd. 

I have said b^re, in the second chapter, that a man did fvM all 
other animals in this faculty that when he conceived anything 
whatsoever he was apt to inquire the consequences of it, and what 
effects he could do with it. And now I add this other degree of 
the same excellence, that he can by words reduce the rr>n«»qiipr(r«i^ 
he finds to general rules, called ‘theorems,’ or ‘aphorisms,’ that is, he 
can reason, or reckon, not only in number, but in all other tbing« 
whereof one may be added unto, or subtracted from another. 

But this privilege is allayed by another, and that is, by the privilege 
of absurdity; to which no living creature is subject, but man only. 
And of men, those are of all most subject to it that profess philosophy. 
For it is most true that Cicero saith of them somewhere that there 
can be nothing so absurd but may be found in the books of phi- 
losophers. And the reason is manifest. For there is not one of tb(>m 
that begins his ratiocination from the definitions or explications 
of the names they are to use, which is a method that hath been 
used only in geometry, whose conclusioiu have thereby been made 
indisputable. 

I. The first cause of absurd conclusions I ascribe to the want of 
method, in that they begin not their ratiocination from definitions, 
that is, from settled significations of their words; as if they could cast 
account without knowing the value of the numeral words ‘one,’ ‘two,’ 
and ‘three.* 

And whereas all bodies enter into account upon divers considera- 
tions, which I have mentioned in the precedent chapter, these 
considerations being diversely named, divers absurdities proceed 
from the confusion, and unfit connexion of their names into asser- 
tions. And therefore: 

II. The second cause of absurd assertions I ascribe to the giving 
of names of ‘bodies’ to ‘accidents,’ or of ‘accidents’ to ‘bodies,’ as they 
do that say ‘faith is infused’ or ‘inspired,’ when notiiing can be 
‘poured’ or ‘breathed’ into anything but body; and that ‘extension’ 
is liody,’ that ‘phantasms’ are ‘spirits,’ etc. 

III. Tlie third I ascribe to the giving of the names of the ‘acd- 
dents’ of ‘bodies without us’ to the ‘accidents’ of our ‘own bodies,’ 
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as thejr do that say 'the colour is in the body,* aad 'die sound is in the 
air,’ etc. 

IV. The fourth to the giving of the names of 'bodies’ to 'names’ 
or 'speeches,’ as they do that say that ‘there be things universal,’ that 
‘a living creature is genus,’ or 'a general thing,’ etc. 

V. The fifdi to the giving of the names of ‘accidents’ to ‘names’ 
and ‘speeches,’ as they do that say, ‘the nature of a thing is its defini- 
tion,’ ‘a man’s command is his will,’ and the like. 

VI. The sixth to the use of metaphors, tropes, and other rhetorical 

figures, instead of words proper. For though it be lawful to say, 
for example, in common speech, ‘the way goeth, or leadeth hitl^ or 
thither,’ ‘the proverb says this or that,’ whereas ways cannot goL nor 
ptoveribs speak; yet in reckoning and seeking of truth such spe^es 
are not to be admitted. \ 

vn. The seventh to names that signify nothing, but are take4 up 
and learned by rote from the schools, as ‘hypostatical,’ transubstauti- 
at^’ ‘consubstantiate,’ ‘eternal-now,’ and the like canting of school- 
men. 

To him that can avoid these things it is not easy to fall into any 
absurdity, unless it be by the length of an account, wherein he may 
perhaps forget what went before. For all men by nature reason 
^ke, and well, when they have good principles. For who is so 
stupid as both to mistake in geometry and also to persist in it, 
when another detects his error to him? 

By this it appears that reason is not, as sense and memory, born 
with us^ nor gotten by experience only, as prudence is; but attained 
by industry, first in apt imposing of names, and secondly by getting 
a good and orderly method in proceeding from the elements, which 
are names, to assertions made by connection of one of them to another, 
and so to syllogisms, which are the connections of one assertion to 
another, till we come to a knowledge of all the consequences of 
names appertaining to the subject in hand; and that is it men call 
‘science.’ And whereas sense and menory are but knowledge of 
fiict, which is a thing past and irrevocable, ‘science’ is the knowl- 
edge of consequences, and dependence of one fact upon another, 
by which, out of that we can presently do, we know how to do 
sosQtthing else when we will, or the like another time; because 
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see how anything conies abou^ upon what causes, and 
by what manner, when die like causes come into our power, we 
see how to make it produce the like effects. 

Oiildrra therefore are not endued with reason at all, dll they 
have attained use o£ speech; but are called reasonable creature^ 
for the possibility apparent of having the use of reason in time to 
come. And the most part of men, though they have the use of reason- 
ing a litde way, as in numbering to some degree yet it serves tham 
to little use in common lif^ in which they govern themselves, some 
better, some worse according to their differences of experience, quick- 
ness of memory, and indinations to several ends; but specially ac* 
cording to good or evil fortune and the errors of one another. For 
as for ‘science;,’ or certain rules of their actions, they are so for from 
it that they know not what it is. Geometry they have thought con- 
juring; but for other sdences, they who have not been tgnght the 
beginnings and some progress in them, that they may see how 
they be acquired and generated, are in this pmnt like children that, 
having no thought of generation, are made believe by the women 
that their brothers and sisters are not born but found in the garden. 

But yet they that have no ‘sdence’ are in better and nobler con- 
dition, with thdr natural prtidence^ than men, that by mis-reasoning, 
or by trusting them that reason wrong, fall upon folse and absurd 
general rules. For ignorance of causes and of rules does not set 
men so far out of thdr way as rdying on folse rules, and taking 
for causes of wbat they a^ire to those that are not so^ but rather 
causes of the contrary. 

To condud^ the light of human minds is persfucuous words, 
but by exact definitions first snuffed and purged from ambiguity; 
‘reason’ is the ‘pace,’ increase of ‘science’ the ‘way,’ and the benefit 
of mankind the ‘end.’ And, on the contrary, metaphors, and sense- 
less and ambiguous words, are like ignes fatui; and reasoning upon 
them is wandering amongst innumerable absurthties; and thdr end 
contention and section, or contempt 

As mudi experience is ‘prudence’ so is mudi sdence ‘safuence^ 
For though we usually have one »amft of wisdom for than both, 
yet the T>atin« did always distinguish between prudenua and oifdenM, 
ascribing the fonnar to e]q)erienc^ the latter to sdence. to 
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make their difference appear more clearly, let us suppose one man 
endued with an excellent natural use and dexterity in handling his 
arms, and another to have added to that dexterity an acquired science 
of where he can offend or be offended by his adversary in every 
possible posture or guard: the ability of the former would be to 
the ability of the latter as prudence to sapience, both useful, but the 
latter infallible. But they that, trusting only to the authority of 
books, follow the blind blindly are like him that, trusting to the 
false rules of a master of fence, ventures presumptuously upon an 
adversary that either kills or disgraces him. 

The signs of science are, some cb^in and infallible, som4 un- 
certain. Certain, when he that pretendeth the science of any^ng 
can teach the same, that is to say, demonstrate the truth thereof 
perspicuously to another; uncertain, when only some particular 
events answer to his pretence, and upon many occasions prove so 
as he says they must. Signs of prudence are all uncertain, because 
to observe by experience, and remember all circumstances that may 
alter the success, is impossible. But in any business whereof a man 
has not infallible science to proceed by, to forsake his own natural 
judgment, and be guided by general sentences read in authors and 
subject to many exceptions, is a sign of folly, and generally scorned 
by the name of pedantry. And even of those men themselves that in 
councils of the commonwealth love to show their reading of politics 
and history, very few do it in their domestic affairs, where their 
particular interest is concerned, having prudence enough for their 
private affairs; but in public they study more the reputation of thdr 
own vnt than the success of another’s business. 


CHAPTER VI 

Of the Intsxiok Beginnings of Voluntary Motions, Commonly 
Called the Passions; and the Speeches by Which 
They Are Expressed 

There be in animals two sorts of ‘motions* peculiar to than: one 
called ‘vital,’ b^n in generation, and continued without interrup- 
tion through their whole life, such as are the ‘course’ of the ‘bloo^’ 



OF MAN 327 

the ‘piJse,’ the ‘breathing,’ the ‘concoction, nutrition, evrre tion,* etc, 
to which motions there needs no help of imagination: the other is 
‘animal motion,’ otherwise called ‘voluntary motion,’ as to ‘go,’ to 
‘speak,’ to ‘move’ any of om limbs in such manner as is first fancied 
in our minds. That sense is motion in the organs and interior parts 
of man’s body, caused by the action of the things we see, hear, etc.; 
and that fancy is but the relics of the same motion, remaining after 
sense, has been already said in the first and second chapters. And, 
because ‘going,’ ‘speaking,’ and the like voluntary motions, depend 
always upon a precedent thought of ‘whither,’ ‘which way,’ and 
‘what,’ it is evident that the imagination is the first internal be- 
ginning of all volunury motion. And, although unstudied men do 
not conceive any motion at all to be there where the r^ing moved 
is invisible, or the space it is moved in is, for the shortness of it, in- 
sensible; yet that doth not hinder but that such motions are. For, let 
a space be never so little, that which is moved over a greater space, 
whereof that little one is part, must first be moved over that. These 
small beginnings of motion within the body of man, before they 
appear in walking, speaking, striking, and other visible actions, are 
commonly called ‘endeavour.’ 

This endeavour, when it is toward something which causes it, 
is called ‘appetite,’ or ‘desire,’ the latter bang the general name, and 
the other ofientimes restrained to signify the desire of food, namely 
‘hunger’ and ‘thirst.’ And, when the endeavour is fromward some- 
thing, it is generally called ‘aversion.’ These words, ‘appetite’ and 
‘aversion,’ we have from the Latins; and they both of them signify 
the motions, one of approaching, the other of retiring. So also do the 
Greek words for the same, which are and iufnpivii. For Nature 
itself does often press upon men those truths which afterwards, 
when they look for somewhat beyond Nature, they stumble at. 
For the schools find in mere appetite to go, or move, no actual 
motion at all; but, because some motion they must acknowledge, 
they call it metaphorical motion, which is but an absurd speech; 
for though words may be called metaphorical, bodies and motions 
cannot. 

That whidb men desire they are also said to ‘love’; and to hate 
those things for which they have averaon. So that desire and love 
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are the same tlung, save that by desire we always ugnify the absence 
of the object, by love most commonly the presence of the same. So 
also by aversion we signify the absence, and by hat^ the i»:esence 
of the (^ject. 

Of appetites and aversions, some are born with men, as appetite 
of food, appetite of excretion, and exoneration, which may also and 
more properly be called aversions from somewhat they feel in their 
bodies; and some other appetites, not many. The rest, which are 
appetites of particular things, proceed from experience and trial of 
their effects upon themselves or other men. For of things we know 
not at all, or believe not to be, we can' have no further desire tion to 
taste and try. But aversion we have for things not only whim we 
know have hiurt us, but also that we do not know whether they will 
hurt us or not. 

Tliose things which we ndther desire nor hate we are said to 
‘contemn,’ ‘contempt’ being nothing else but an immobility or con- 
tumacy of the heart in resisting the action of certain things, and pro- 
ceeding from that the heart is already moved otherwise by other 
more potent objects, or from want of experience of them. 

And, because the constitution of a man’s body is in continual 
mutation, it is impossible that all the same things should always 
cause in him the same appetites and aversions: much less can all 
men consent in the desire of almost any one and the same dbject 

But whatsoever is the object of any man’s appetite or desire, that 
is it which he for his part calleth ‘good’; and the object of his hate 
and aversion, ‘evil’; and of his contempt ‘vile’ and ‘inconsiderable.’ 
For these words of good, evil, and contemptible, are ever used with 
relation to the person that useth them, there being nothing simply 
and absolutely so; nor any common rule of good and evil, to be 
taken hrom the nature of the objects themselves; but from the person 
of the man, where there is no conunonwealth, or, in a commonwealth, 
from the person that represent^ it; or from an arbitrator or judge, 
whom men disagreeing shall by consent set up, and make his 
sentence the rule thereoL 

The Latin tongue has two words whose significations approach 
to those of good and evil, but are not preci^y the same; and those 
are ptdchmtn and Utrpe. Whereof the former signifies that which 



OF MAN 339 

by 80 ^ app^t sig^ promisetb good; and the latter that which 
promiseth evil. But in our tongue we have not so general namof 
to express them by. But for ptdchrum we say in some things ‘fair,’ 
in others, ‘beautiful,’ or ‘handsome,’ or ‘gallant,’ or ‘honourable,’ or 
‘comely,’ or ‘amiable’; and for turpe, ‘foul,’ ‘deformed,’ ‘ugly,’ ‘base,’ 
‘nauseous,’ and the like, as the subject shall require; all which word^ 
in their jwoper places, agnify nothing else but the ‘mien,’ or counte- 
nance that promiseth good and evil. So that of good there be three 
kinds, good in the promise, that is pulchfutn ^ good in effect, as the 
end desired, which is called jucundum, ‘delightful’; and good as 
the means which is called utile, ‘profitable’; and as many of evil: for 
‘evil’ in promise is that they call turpe; evil in effect, and end is 
molestum, ‘unpleasant,’ ‘troublesome’; and evil in the mpang, inutile, 
‘unprofitable,’ ‘hurtful.’ 

As, in sense, that which is really within us is, as I have said 
before, only motion caused by the action of external objects but in 
appearance— to the sight, light and colour; to the ear, sound; to 
the nostril, odour, etc.; so, when the action of the same object is 
continued from the eyes, ears, and other organs to the heart, the 
real effect there is nothing but motion or endeavour which con- 
sisteth in appetite, or aversion, to or from the object moving. But 
the apparence, or sense of that motion, is that we either call ‘delight’ 
or ‘trouble of mind.’ 

This motion, which is called appetite, and for the apparence of it 
‘delight’ and ‘pleasure,’ seemeth to be a corroboration of vital motion, 
and a help thereunto; and therefore such things as caused delight 
were not improperly called jucunda, {a jupando,) from helping at 
fortifying; and ^e contrary molesta, ‘offensive,’ from hindering and 
troubling the motion vital. 

‘Pleasure,’ therefore, or ‘delight,’ is the apparence or sense of 
good; and ‘molestation,’ or ‘displeasure,’ the apparence or sense of 
evil And consequently all appetite, desire, and love, is accompanied 
with some delight more at less; and all hatred and aversion with 
more or less displeasure and offence. 

Of pleasures or delights some arise from the sense of an object 
present; and thcae may be called ‘pleasures of sotse,’ the word 
‘sensual,’ as it is used by those ottly that condemn them, haying no 



340 THOMAS HOBBES 

place till there be laws. Of this kind are all oneirations and exonera- 
tions of the body, as also all that is pleasant in the ’sig^t,’ ‘hearing,’ 
‘smell,’ ‘taste,’ or ‘touch.’ Others arise from the expectation that 
proceeds from foresight of the end or consequence of things, whether 
those things in the sense please or displease. And these are ‘pleasures 
of the mind’ of him that draweth those consequences, and are 
generally called ‘joy.’ In the like manner, displeasures are some in 
the sense, and called ‘pain’; others in the expectation of consequences, 
and are called ‘grief.’ 

These simple passions called ‘appetite,’ ‘desire,’ ‘love^’ ‘aversion,’ 
‘hat^’ ‘joy,’ and ‘grief,’ have thdr nkhies for divers considerations 
diversified. As first, when they one succeed another, they ark di- 
versely called from die opinion men have of the likelihood of atmn- 
ing what they desire. Secondly, from the object loved or hated. 
Thirdly, from the consideration of many of them together. Fourthly, 
from the alteration or succession itself. 

For ‘appetite’ with an opinion of attaining is called ‘hope.’ 

The same without such opinion, ‘despair.’ 

‘Aversion’ with opinion of ‘hurt’ from the object ‘fear.’ 

The same with hope of avoiding that hurt by resistance, ‘courage.’ 

Sudden ‘courage^’ ‘anger.’ 

Constant ‘hope,’ ‘confidence’ of ourselves. 

Constant ‘despair,’ ‘diffidence’ of ourselves. 

‘Anger’ for great hurt done to another, when we conceive the 
same to be done by injury, ‘indignation.’ 

‘Desire’ of good to another, ‘benevolence,’ 'good will,* ‘charity.’ 
If to man generally, ‘good-nature.’ 

‘Desire’ of riches, ‘covetousness,’ a name used always in significa- 
tion of blame, because men contending for them are displeased with 
one another attaining them, though the desire in itself be to be 
blamed, or aUowed, according to the means by which those riches 
are sought 

‘Desire’ of office, or precedence, ‘ambition,’ a name used also in the 
worse sense, for the reason before mentioned. 

‘Desire’ of things that conduce but a little to our ends, .aod fear of 
things that are but of little hindrance, ‘pusillanimity.’ 

‘Contempt’ of little helps and hindrances, ‘magnanimity.’ 
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‘Magnanimity’ in danger of death or wounds, ‘valour,’ ‘fortitude ’ 
‘Magnanimity’ in the use of riches, ‘liberality.’ 

‘Pusillanimity’ in the same, ‘wretchedness,’ ‘miserableness,’ or 
‘parsimony,’ as it is liked or disliked. 

‘Love’ of persons for society, ‘kindness.’ 

‘Love’ of persons for pleasing the sense only, ‘natural lust.’ 

‘Love’ of the same, acquired from rumination, that is imaginarinn 
of pleasure past, ‘luxury.’ 

‘Love’ of one singularly, with desire to be singularly beloved, ‘the 
passion of love.’ The same, with fear that the love is not mutual, 
‘jealousy.’ 

‘Desire,’ by doing hurt to another, to make him condemn some 
fact of his own, ‘revengefulness.’ 

‘Desire’ to know why and how, ‘curiosity,’ such as is in no living 
aeature but ‘ixian,’ so that man is distinguished not only by his 
reason but also by this singular passion from other ‘animals,’ in 
whom the appetite of food, and other pleasures of sense, by pre- 
Hnminance take away the care of knowing causes, which is a lust of 
the mind, that by a perseverance of delight in the continual and 
indefatigable generation of knowledge exceedeth the short vehemence 
of any carnal pleasure. 

‘Pear’ of power invisible, feigned by the mind or imagined from 
tales publicly allowed, ‘religion,’ not allowed, ‘superstition.’ And 
when the power imagined is truly such as we imagine, ‘true religion.’ 

‘Fear,’ without the apprehension of why or what, ‘panic terror,’ 
rall«»H so from the fables that make Pan the author of them, whereas 
in truth there is always in him that so feareth, first some appre- 
hension of the cause, though the rest run away by example, every 
one supposing his fellow to know why. And therefore this passion 
happens to none but in a throng or multitude of people. 

‘Joy’ from apprehension of novelty ‘admiration,’ proper to man, 
bemuse it excites the appetite of knowing the cause. 

‘Joy,’ arising from imagination of a man’s own power and ^ility 
is that exultation of the mind which is called ‘glorying, whi^ if' 
grounded upon the experience of his own former actions, is the 
same as ‘confidence,’ but if grounded on the flattery of others or 
only supposed by l>in i»lf for delight in the consequences of it, is 
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called *vaia>gl(H 7 ,’ wiuch name is properly g^vea, beciaise a well- 
grounded ‘conii^nce’ begetteth attempt, whereas the suppoang of 
power does not, and is therefore righdy called ‘vain.’ 

‘Grief from opinion of want of power is called ‘dejection of nund.’ 

The ‘vain-glory’ which consisteth in the feigning or suppoang of 
abilities in ourselves which we know are not is moa incident to 
young men, and nourished by the histories or fictions of gallant 
persons, and is corrected oftentimes by age and employment. 

‘Sudden glory’ is the passion which maketh those ‘grimaces’ called 
‘laughter’; and is caused either by some sudden act of their own that 
pleaseth them, or by the apprehensibii of some deformed thi4g in 
another by comparison whereof they suddenly ap[Jaud thems^ves. 
And it is incident moa to them t^t are conscious of the fewest 
abilities in themselves; who are forced to keep themselves in dheir 
own &vour by observing the imperfections of other men. And 
therefore much laughter at the defects of others is a sign of pusil- 
lanimity. For of great minds one of the proper works is to help 
and free others from scorn and compare themselves only with the 
moa able. 

On the contrary, ‘sudden dqection’ is the passion that causeth 
‘weeping,’ and is caused by such accidents as suddenly take away 
some vehement hope or some prop of their power; and they are 
moa subject to it that rely principally on helps external, such as are 
women and children. Therefore some weep for the loss of friends, 
others ft>r their unkindness, others for the sudden aop made to their 
thoughts of revenge by reconciliation. But in all cases, both laughter 
and weeing, are sudden motions, custom taking them both away. 
For no man laughs at old jests, or weeps for an old calamity. 

‘GrieF for the discovery of some defect of ability is ‘shame,’ or 
the passion that discoveredi itself in ‘blushing,’ and consisteth in the 
apprdiension of something dishonourable; and in young men is a 
sign of the love of good reputation, and commendable: in old men 
it is a sign of die same; but, because it comes too late, not com- 
mendable. 

Tlie ‘contempt!- of good reputation is calledjimpudaice.’ 

‘Grief’ for die calamity of anchor is ‘pity,’ and ariseth from the 
knagination that the like calamity may befidl himself; and there- 
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lore 18 esUed slso cooipssnoiif Aod in the phrase of Aig pieseiit 
time a ‘fellow-feeling’; and therefore for calamity arriving from 
great wickedness the best men have the least pity; and for the same 
calamity those have least pity that think themselves least obnoxious 
to the same. 

‘Contempt,’ or little sense of the calamity of others, is that vihich 
men call ‘cruelty,’ proceeding from security of their own fortune. 
For, that any man should take pleasure in other men’s great t<?r**** 
without other end of his own, I do not conceive it possible. 

'Grief for the success of a competitor in wealth, honour, or 
good, if it be joined with endeavour to enforce our own abilities to 
equal or exceed him, is called ‘emulation’; but joined with endeavour 
to supplant or hinder a competitor, ‘envy.’ 

When in the mind of man, appetites and averaons, hopes and fears, 
concerning one and the same thing, arise alternately, and divers 
good and evil consequences of the doing or omitting the thing pro- 
pounded, come successively into our thoughts, so that sometimes we 
have an appetite to it, sometimes an aversion bom it, sometimes 
hope to be able to do it, sometimes despair or fear to attempt it, the 
whole sum of desires, aversiqns, hopes, and fears, continued till the 
thing be either done or thought impossible, is that we call ‘ddibera- 
tion.’ 

Therefore of things past there is no ‘deliberation,’ because mani- 
fesdy imposable to be changed; nor of things known to be im- 
possible, or thought so, because men know, or think, such deliberation 
vain. But of things impossible which we think possible we may de- 
liberate; not knowing it is in vain. And it is called ‘deliberation,’ 
because it is a putting an end to the ‘liberty’ we had of doing or 
omitting according to our own appetite or aversion. 

This alternate succesaon of appetites, aversions, hopes, and fears, 
is no less in other living creatures than in man; and therefere beasts 
also deliberate. 

Every ‘deliberation is then said to ‘end’ when that whereof they 
deliberate is either done or thought impossible; because till then we 
retain the liberty of <k>ing or omitting, according to our appetite <x 
aversion. 

In ‘ryfeeradem,’ the last apptfite, or averaon, immediatdy ad- 
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hmng to the action, or to the omission thereof, is that we call the 
‘will’; the act, not the faculty, of ‘willing.* And beasts that have 
‘deliberation’ must necessarily also have ‘will.’ The definition of the 
‘will’ given commonly by the schools, that it is a ‘rational appetite,’ 
is not good. For if it were, then could there be no voluntary aa 
against reason. For a ‘voluntary act’ is that which proceedeth from 
the ‘will’ and no other. But if instead of a rational appetite we shall 
say an appetite resulting from a precedent deliberation, then the 
definition is the same that I have given here. Will, therefore, is the 
last appetite in deliberating. And, though we say in commoi^ dis- 
course a man had a will once to do a thing, that nevertheless he 
forbore to do, yet that is properly but an inclination, which n^es 
no action voluntary; because the action depends not of it, biit of 
the last inclination or appetite. For if the intervenient appetites 
make any action voluntary, then by the same reason all intervenient 
aversions should make the same action involuntary; and so one 
and the same action should be both volimtary and involimtary. 

By this it is manifest that not only actions that have their be- 
ginning from covetousness, ambition, lust, or other appetites to 
the thing propounded, but also those that have their beginning 
from aversion, or fear of those consequences that follow the omission, 
are ‘voluntary actions.’ 

The forms of speech by which the passions are expressed are 
partly the same, and partly different from those by which we express 
our thoughts. And, first, generally all passions may be expressed 
‘indicatively,’ as ‘I love,’ ‘I fear,’ ‘I joy,’ ‘I deliberate,’ ‘I will,’ ‘I 
command,’ but some of them have particular expressions by them- 
selves, which nevertheless are not affirmations, unless it be when they 
serve to make other inferences besides that of the passion they pro- 
ceed from. Deliberation is expressed ‘subjunctively,’ which is a 
speech proper to signify suppositions, with their consequences: as, ‘if 
this be done, then this will follow,’ and differs not from the language 
of reasoning, save that reasoning is in general words; but delibera- 
tion for the most part is of particulars. The language of desire, 
and aversion, is ‘imperative^’ as ‘do this,’ ‘foibear that,’ which when 
the party is obliged to do, or forbear, is ‘command’; otherwise 
‘prayer,’ or else ‘counsel.’ The language of vain-glory, of indign^oo, 
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pity and revengefulness, ‘optative,’ but of the desire to know there is 
a peculiar expression, called ‘interrogative,’ as ‘what is it’ ? ‘when shall 
it’? ‘how is it done’? and ‘why so’? Other language of the passions 
I find none; for cursing, swearing, reviling, and the like, do not 
signify as speech, but as the actions of a tongue acnuttnm^ . 

These forms of speech, I say, are expressions, or volimtary signifi- 
cations of our passions; but certain signs they be not, because they 
may be used arbitrarily, whether they that use them have such 
passions or not. The best signs of passions present are «»i^b<»r in the 
coimtenance, motions of the body, actions, and ends, or aims^ which 
we otherwise know the man to have. 

And because in ddiberation the appetites and averaons are raised 
by foresight of the good and evil consequences, and sequels of the 
action whereof we deliberate, the good or evil effect thereof de- 
pended! on the foresight of a long chain of consequences of which 
very seldom any man is able to see to the end. But for so far as a 
man seeth, if the good in those consequences be greater than the 
evil, the whole chain is that which writers call ‘apparent’ or ‘seeming 
good.’ And, contrarily, when the evil exceeded! the good, the whole 
is ‘apparent or ‘seeming evil,’ so that he who hath by experience 
or reason, the greatest and surest prospect of consequences, deliberates 
best himself, and is able when he will, to give the best counsel unto 
others. 

‘Continual success’ in obtaining those things which a man fiom 
time to tune desireth, that is to say continual prospering, is that 
men call ‘felicity’— I mean the felicity of this life. For there is no 
such thing as perpetual tranquility of mind while we live here be- 
cause life itself is but modon, and can never be without desire Qor 
without fear, no more than without sense. What kind of felicity 
God hath ordained to them that devoudy honour Him a man s h a l l 
no sooner know than enjoy, being joys that now are as incom- 
prehendble as the word of schoolmen ‘beatifical vision’ is unin- 
telligible. 

The form of speech whereby men tignify their opinion of the 
goodness of anything is ‘praise.’ That wherdiy they signify the 
power and greatness of anything is ‘magmfying.’ And that wherAy 
they signify the opinion th^ have of a man’s felicity is by the 
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Gredu called £(»* which we liave no name ia our txangue. 

And thus much is wffident for the present purpose to have 
said 4^ the ^passions.’ 


CHAPTER Vn 

Of the Ends, oa Rbsolotions of I^scoubsb 

Of all ‘discourse,* governed by deare of knowledge there is at last 
an ‘end,* either by attaining or by giving over. And in the chain of 
discourse, wheresoever it be int^ijupted, there is an end for diat time. 

If the discourse be merely mental, it consisteth of thoughts that the 
thic^ will be, and will not be; or that it has been, and hai not been, 
altematdy. So that wheresoever you break off the chain o|f a man’s 
discourse, you leave him in a presumption of ‘it will be,' or ‘it will not 
be^* or ‘it been,’ or ‘has not been.’ All which is ‘opini^.’ And 
that which is alternate appetite in deliberating concerning good and 
evil, the same is alternate opinion in the enquiry of the truth of 
‘past* and ‘future.* And as the last appetite in deliberation is called 
the ‘will,* so the last opinion in search of the tnith of past and future 
is called the ‘judgment’ or ‘resolute’ and ‘final sentence’ of him that 
‘discourseth.* And as the whole chain of appetites alternate, in the 
question of good or bad, is called ‘deliberation,’ so the whole chain 
of opinions alternate, in the question of true or false, is called ‘doubt.’ 

No discourse whatsoever can end in absolute knowledge of fact, 
past or to come. For, as for the knowledge of fact, it is originally 
sense; and ever after, memory. And for the knowledge of conse- 
quence^ which I have said before is called science, it is not absolute, 
but conditionaL No man can know by discourse that this or that is, 
has been, or will be— which is to know absolutely; but only that if 
this b^ that is; if this has been, that has been, if this shall be, that 
shall be— whidi is to know conditionally and ffiat not the conse- 
quence of one thing to another, but of one name of a thing to 
anodier name of the same thing. 

And therefore, whm the discourse is put into speech, and begins 
with the definitions of words, and preceeds by connection the 
same into general affirmations, and of these again into syllogisms, the 
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end or Iftst sfun is called the condusionj snd the thouj^ht trf the inind 
by it signified is that conditional knowledge or knowledge of the 
consequence of words, which is commonly called ‘science.* But if 
the first ground of such discourse be not definitions, or if the defini- 
tions be not rightly joined together into syllogisms, then the end or 
conclusion is again ‘opinion’ namely of the truth of somewhat said, 
though sometimes in absurd and senseless words, without possibility 
of being understood. When two or more men know of one and the 
same fact, they are said to be ‘conscious,* of it one to another; whidi 
is as much as to know it together. And because such are fittest wit- 
nesses of the facts of one another or of a third, it was, and ever will 
be, reputed a very evil act for any man to speak against his ‘con- 
science,* or to corrupt or force another so to do: insomuch that the 
plea of conscience has been always hearkened unto very diligendy in 
all times. Afterwards men made use of the same word metaphori- 
cally, for the knowledge of their own secret facts and secret thoughts; 
and therefore it is rhetorically said that the conscience is a thousand 
witnesses. And, last of all, men vehemendy in love with their own 
opinions, though never so absurd, and obstinately bent to maintain 
them, gave those thdr opinions also that reverenced name of con- 
science, as if they would have it seem unlawful to change or speak 
against them, and so pretend to know they are true, when they know 
at most but that they think so. 

When a man’s discourse beginn^ not at definitions, it beginneth 
either at some other contemplation of his own, and then it is still 
called opinion; or it beginneth at some saying of another, of whose 
ability to know the truth and of whose honesty in not deceiving he 
doubteth not; and then the discourse is not so much concerning 
the thing as the person; and the resolution is called ‘belief,’ and 
‘faith*— ‘faith* in the man, ‘belief* both of the man and of the truth 
of what he says. So that in belief are two opinions; one of the 
saying of the man, the other of his virtue. To ‘have faith in* or 
‘trust to* or ‘believe a man* signify the same thing, namely, an opinion 
of the veracity of the man; but to ‘believe what is said* sigmfiedi only 
an opinion of the truth of the saying. But we are to observe that 
this phrase, ‘I believe in,* as also die Latin credo in, and the Greek 
Tunkau tuare never used but in the writings of divines. Instead trf 
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them in other writings are put 1 believe him/ 1 trust Inm,’ 1 have 
£aith in him,* 1 rely on him,’ and in Latin credo Uli, fido Hit; and in 
Greek and that this singularity of the ecclesiastic use of 

the word hath raised many disputes about the right object of the 
Christian hath. 

But by ‘believing in,’ as it is in the creed, is meant, not trust in the 
person, but confession and acknowledgment of the doctrine. For 
not only Christians but all manner of men do so believe in God as 
to hold all for truth they hear Him say, whether they understand 
it or not; which is all the faith and trust can potably be had in 
any person whatsoever; but th^^do not all believe the <i|octrine of 
the creed. I 

From whence we may infer that, when we believe any saying 
whatsoever it be to be true, from arguments taken not from the thing 
itself, or from the principles of natural reason, but from the authority 
and good opinion we have of him that hath said it, the^ is the 
speaker, or person we believe in or trust in, and whose word we take, 
the object of our faith, and the honour done in believing is done to 
him only. And consequently when we believe that the Scriptures are 
the word of God, having no immediate revelation from God Himself 
our belief, faith, and trust, is in the Chinch, whose word we take 
and acquiesce therein. And they that believe that which a prophet 
relates unto them in the name of God take the word of the pirophet, 
do honour to him, and in him trust and believe, touching the truth 
of what he relateth, whether he be a true or a false prophet. And 
so it is also with all other history. For if I should not believe all that 
is written by historians of the glorious acts of Alexander or Czsar, 
I do not think the ghost of Alexander or Caesar had any just cause 
to be ofiended, or anybody else but the historian. If Livy say the 
gods made once a cow speak, and we believe it not, we distrust not 
God theran, but livy. So that it is evident, that whatsoever we 
believe^ upon no other reason than what is drawn from authority of 
men only, and their virritings, whether they be sent from God or not, 
is faith in men only. 
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CHAPTER vm 

Op tkb VotTUBs Commonly Called Intellectual, and Theie 
Contrary Defects 


Virtue generally, in all sorts of subjects, is somewhat that is val- 
ued for eminence, and consisted! in comparison. For, if all things 
were equal in all men, nothing would be prized. And by ‘virtues in^ 
are al'^.'ays understood such abilides of the mind as men 
praise, value, andl desire should be in themselves, and go commonly 
under the name of a ‘good wit,’ though the same word ‘wit’ be used 
also to diitfingutsh one certain ability from the rest. 

These ‘virtues’ are of two sorts, ‘natural’ and ‘acquired.’ By natural 
I not that which a man hath from his birth; for that is nothing 
else but sense, wherein men diflFer so litde one from another and 
from brute beasts as it is not to be reckoned amongst virtues. But I 
pppan that ‘wit’ which is gotten by use only and experience; without 
method, culture, or instruction. This ‘natural wit’ consisteth princi- 
pally in two things, ‘celerity of imagining,’ that is, swift succession of 
one thought to another, and steady direction to some approved end. 
On the contrary, a slow imagination maketh that defect or fault of 
the mind which is commonly called ‘dulness, stupidity, and some- 
times by other names that signify slowness of motion or difficulty 


to be moved. 

And this difference of quickness is caused by the difference of 
men’s pa ssi ons, that love and dislike, some one thing, some another; 
and therefore some men’s thoughts run one way, some another; and 
are hdd to and observe differently the things that pass through their 
imaginat-inn. And whereas in this succession of men’s thoughts there 
is nothing to observe in the things they think on, but either in what 
they be ‘like one another,’ or in what they be ‘unUke,’ or ‘what they 
serve for,’ or ‘how they serve to such a purpose;’ those that obs^e 
their similitudes, in case they be such as are but mely observ^ by 
others, are said to have a ‘good wit,’ by which in ^ occasion b 
meant a ‘good fancy.’ But they that ob^e theur ^^erences and 
which is called ‘distinguishmg jmd discerning and 
‘judging’ betvpeen thing and thing, in case such discermng be not 
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easy, are said to have a ‘good judgment;' and, particularly in matter 
of conversation and business, wherein times, places, and persons, are 
to be discerned, this virtue is called ‘discretion.’ The former, that is, 
fancy, without the help of judgment, is not commended as a virtue; 
but the latter, which is judgment and discretion, is commended for 
itself, without the help of fancy. Besides the discretion of times, 
places, and persons, necessary to a good fancy, there is required also 
an often application of his thoughts to their end, that is to say, to some 
use to be made of them. This done, he that hath this virtue will be 
easily fitted with similitudes that will please not only by illustrations 
of his discourse, and adorning it with new and apt meta{^ors, but 
also by the rarity of their invention. But without steadmess and 
direction to some end a great fancy is one kind of madness! such as 
they have that, entering into any discourse, are snatched from their 
purpose by everything that comes in their thought, into so many and 
so long digressions and parentheses that they utterly lose them^lves— 
which kind of folly I know no particular name for, but the cause 
of it is sometimes want of experience, whereby that seemeth to a 
man new and rare which doth not so to others, sometimes pusil- 
lanimity, by which that seems great to him which other men think 
a trifle; and whatsoever is new or great, and therefore thought fit 
to be told, withdraws a man by degrees from the intended way of 
his discourse. 

In a good poem, whether it be ‘epic’ or ‘dramatic,’ as also in ‘son- 
nets,’ ‘epigrams,’ and other pieces, both judgment and fancy are 
required; but the fancy must be more eminent, because they please 
for the extravagancy, but ought not to displease by indiscretion. 

In a good history the judgment must be eminent, because the 
goodness consisteth in the method, in the truth, and in the choice of 
the actions that are most profitable to be known. Fancy has no place 
but only in adorning the style. 

In orations of praise, and in invectives, the fancy is predominant, 
because the design is not truth, but to honour or dishonour, which is 
done by noble or by vile comparisons. The judgment does but sug- 
gest what circumstances make an action laudable or culpable. 

In hortatives and pleadings, as truth ~br disguise serveth best to 
the design in hand, so is the judgment or the fancy most required. 
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In demonstration, in counsel, and all rigorous search of truth, 
judgment does all, except sometimes the understanding have need 
to be opened by some apt similitude, and then there is so much use 
of fancy. But for metaphors, they are in this case utterly o yrh i dw l. 
For seeing they openly profess deceit: to admit them into counsel 
or reasoning were manifest folly. 

And in any discourse whatsoever, if the defect of discretion be 
apparent, how extravagant soever the fancy be, the whole discourse 
will be taken for a sign of want of wit; and so will it never when the 
discretion is manifest, though the fancy be never so ordinary. 

The secret thoughts of a man run over all things, holy, profane, 
clean, obscene, grave, and light, without shame or blame; which 
verbal discourse cannot do farther than the judgment shall approve 
of the time, place, and persons. An anatomist or a physician may 
speak or write his judgment of unclean things, because it is not to 
please but profit; but for another man to write his extravagant and 
pleasant fancies of the same is as if a man, from being tumbled into 
the dirt, should come and present himself before good company. 
And it is the want of discretion that makes the difference. Again, 
in professed remissness of> mind, and familiar company, a man may 
play with the sounds and equivocal significations of words, and that 
many times with encounters of extraordinary fancy; but in a sermon, 
or in public, or before persons unknown, or whom we ought to 
reverence, there is no jingling of words that will not be accounted 
folly; and the difference is only in the want of discretion. So that, 
where wit is wanting, it is not fancy that is wanting but discretion. 
Judgment therefore without fancy is wit, but fancy without judg- 
.ment, not. 

When the thoughts of a man that has a design in hand, running 
over a multitude of things, observes how they conduce to that design 
or what design they may conduce unto, if his observations be such 
as are not easy or usual, this wit of his is called ‘prudence,’ and 
depends on much experience and memory of the like things and 
their consequences heretofore. In which there is not much difference 
of men as there is in their fancies and judgments, because the experi- 
ence of men equal in age is not much unequal as to the quantity, but 
lies in different occasions, every one having his private designs. To 
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govern well a fomily and a Idngdom are not different degrees of 
prudence, but different sorts of business; no more than to draw a 
picture in litde, or as great or greater than the life, are different 
degrees of art. A plain husbandman is more prudent in affairs 
of his own house than a privy-councillor in the affairs of another 
man. 

To prudence, if you add the use of unjust or dishonest mean^ such 
as usually are prompted to men by fear or want, you have that 
crooked wisdom which is called ‘craft,’ which is a sign of pusillanim- 
ity. For magnanimity is contstQpt of unjust or dishodest helps. 
And that which the Latins call versutia, translated into Enm sh ‘shift- 
ing,’ and is a putting off of a present danger or incommodity by 
engaging into a greater, as when a man robs one to pay aether, is 
but a short-sighted craft, called versutia, from versura, wUch\signifies 
taking money at usury for the present payment of interest. \ 

As for ‘acquired wit,’ 1 mean acquired by method and instruction, 
there is none but reason, which is grounded on the right use of 
speech, and produceth the sciences. But of reason and science I have 
already spoken, in the fifth and sixth chapters. 

The causes of this difference of wits are in the passions; and the 
difference of passions proceedeth partly from the Cerent constitu- 
tion of the b^y, and partly from different education. For if the 
difference proceeded from the temper of the brain and the organs 
of sense, either exterior or interior, there would be no less difference 
of men in their sight, hearing, or other senses, than in their fancies 
and discretions. It proceeds therefore from the passions, which are 
different not only from the difference of men’s complexions, but also 
from their difference of customs and education. 

The passions that most of all cause the difference of wit are 
principally the more or less desire of power, of riches, of knowledge, 
and of honour. All which may be reduced to the first, that is, desire 
of power. For riches, knowledge, and honour, are but several sorts 
of power. 

And, therefore, a man who has no great passion for any of these 
things, but is, as men term it, indifferent; though he may be so far a 
good man as to be free ftrom giving offence, yet he caimot possibly 
have rither a great fancy or much judgment. For the thoughts are 
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to the deares as srouts and spies, to range abroad and find the way 
of the things desired, all steadiness of the mind’s motion, and all 
quickness of the same, proceeding from thence; for as to have no 
desire is to be dead, so to have weak passions is dulness; and to have 
passions indifferently for everything, ‘giddiness’ and ‘distraction’; 
and to have stronger and more vehement passions for anything than 
is ordinarily seen in others is that which men call ‘madness.’ 

Whereof th»e be almost as many kinds as of the passions them- 
selves. Sometimes the extraordinary and extravagant passion pro- 
ceedeth from the evil constitution of the organs of the body, or harm 
done them; and sometimes the hurt and indisposition of t^ organs 
is caused by the vehemence or long continuance of the passion. But 
in both cases the madness is of one and the same nature. 

The passion whose violence, or continuance, maketh miidne«« is 
either great ‘vain-glory,’ which is commonly called ‘pride’ and ‘self- 
conceit,’ or great ‘dejection’ of mind. 

Pride subjecteth a man to anger, the excess whereof is the madni»!8« 
called ‘rage’ and ‘fury.’ And thus it comes to pass that excessive 
desire of revenge, when it becomes habitual, hurteth the organs, and 
becomes rage; that excessive love, with jealousy, becomes also rage; 
excessive opinion of a 'man’s own self, for divine inspiration, foi 
wisdom, learning, form and the like, becomes distraction and giddi- 
ness; the same, joined with envy, rage; vehement opinion of the 
truth of anything contradicted by others, rage. 

Dejection subjects a man to causeless fears; which is a madness; 
commonly called ‘melancholy,’ apparent also in divers manners, as in 
haunting of solitudes and graves, in superstitious behaviour, and in 
fearing, some one some another particular thing. In sum, all pas- 
sions that produce strange and unusual behavioiu: are called by the 
general name of madness. But of the several kinds of madness he 
that would take the pains might enrol a legion. And if the excesses 
be madness, there is no doubt but the passions themselves, when 
they tend to evil, are degrees of the same. 

For example, though the effect of folly in them that are possessed 
of an opinion of being inspired be not visible always in one man by 
any very extravagant action that proceeded! from such passion, ye^ 
when many of them conspire together, the rage of the whole muld- 
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tude is visible enough. For what argument o£ madness can there 
be greater than to clamour, strike, and throw stones at our best 
friends? Yet this is somewhat less than such a multitude will do. 
For they will clamour, fight against, and destroy, those by whom 
all their lifetime before they have been protected and secured firom 
injury. And if this be madness in the multitude it is the same in 
every particular man. For, as in the midst of the sea though a man 
perceive no sound of that part of the water next him, yet he is well 
assured that part contributes as much to the roaring of the sea as any 
other part of the same quantity, so also, though we perceive no great 
unquietness in one or two men, yet we may be well assured that their 
sin^ar passions are parts of the seditious roaring of a troubled 
nation. And if there were nothing else that bewrayed their madness, 
yet that very arrogating such inspiration to themselves is arg^ent 
enough. If some man in Bedlam should entertain you with \ sober 
discourse, and you desire in taking leave, to know what he Were, 
that you might another time requite his civility, and he should tell 
you he were God the Father, I think you need expect no extravagant 
action or argument of his madness. 

This opinion of inspiration, called commonly private spirit, begins 
very often firom some lucky finding of an error generally held by 
others; and not knoviring, or not remembering, by what conduct of 
reason they came to so singular a truth (as they think it, though it 
be many times an untruth they light on) they presently admire 
themselves, as being in the special grace of God Almighty, who hath 
revealed the same to them supernaturally by His Spirit. 

Again, that madness is nothing else but too much appearing pas- 
sion may be gathered out of the effects of wine, which are the same 
with those of the evil disposition of the organs. For the variety of 
behaviour in men that have drunk too much is the same with that of 
madmen: some of them raging, others loving, others laughing, all 
extravagantly, but according to their several domineering passions; 
for the effect of the wine does but remove dissimulation and take 
{tom them the sight of the deformity of their passions. For I believe 
the most sober men, when they walk alone vndiout care and employ- 
ment cd the mind, would be unwilling the vanity and extravagance 
of their thoughts at that time should be publicly seen; which is a 
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confession that passions unguided are for the most part mere mad- 
ness« 

The opinions of the world, both in ancient and later ages, concern- 
ing the <ause of madness have been two. Some deriving them from 
the passions; some from demons, or spirits, either good or bad, which 
they thought might enter into a man, possess him, and move his 
OTgans m such strange and uncouth manner as madmen use to do. 
The former smt, therefore, called such men madmen; but the latter 
called them sometimes demoniacs,’ that is, possessed with ^irits; 
sometimes energuiueni, that is, agitated or moved with spirits; and 
now in Italy they are called not only pazzi, madmen, but also spiritati, 
men possessed. 

There was once a great conflux of people in Abdera, a city of the 
Greeks, at the acting of the tragedy of Andromeda upon an extreme 
hot day; whereupon a great many of the spectators falling into fevers 
had this accident foom the heat and from the tragedy together, rKat- 
they did nothing but pronounce iambics, with the names of Perseus 
and Andromeda; which, together with the fever, was cured by the 
coming on of winter; and this madness was thought to proceed from 
the passion imprinted by the tragedy. Likewise there reigned a fit 
of madness in another Grecian city, which seized only the young 
maidens, and caused many of them to hang themselves. This was 
by most then thought an act of the devil. But one that suspected 
that contempt of life in them might proceed from some passion of 
the mind, and supposing that they did not contemn also their honour, 
gave counsel to foe magistrates to strip such as so hanged themselves, 
and let them hang out naked. This, the story says, cured that mad- 
ness. But, on the other side, foe same Grecians did often ascribe 
madness to foe operation of Eumenides, or Furies; and sometimes 
of Ceres, Phoebus, and other gods; so much did men attribute to 
phantasms as to foink foem aerial living bodies, and generally to call 
them sfurits. And as foe Romans in this held foe same opinion with 
the Gredcs, so also did foe Jews, for they called madmen prophets, 
or, according as they thought the spirits good or bad, demoniacs; 
and some of foem called both proph^ and demoniacs madmen; and 
some called foe same man both demoniac and madman. But for 
foe Gentiles it is no wonder, because diseases and healtl^ vices and 
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virtues, and many natural accidents, were with them termed and 
worshipped as demons. So that a man was to understand by demon 
as well sometimes an ague as a devil. But for the Jews to have such 
opinion is somewhat strange. For neither Moses nor Ahraham pre- 
tended to prophesy by possession of a spirit; but from the voice of 
God, or by a vision or dream; nor is there anything in his law, moral 
or ceremonial, by which they were taught there was any such enthu- 
siaan or any possession. When God is said {Numb. xi. 25) to take 
from the spirit that was in Moses, and give to the seventy elders, 
the Spirit of God (taking it for the ^bstance of God) is not {divided. 
Hie Scriptures by the Spirit of G^ in man mean a manjs spirit, 
inclined to godliness. And where it is said {Exod. xxviii. 3)ywhom 
I have filled with the spirit of wisdom to make garments for Wron* 
is not meant a spirit put into them that can make garments, put the 
wisdom of their own spirits in that kind of work. In the like^sense, 
the spirit of man, when it produceth unclean actions, is ordinarily 
called an unclean spirit, and so other spirits, though not always, yet 
as often as the virtue or vice so styled is extraordinary and eminent. 
Nather did the other prophets of the Old Testament pretend enthu- 
^sm, or that God spake in them, but to them, by voice, vision, or 
dream; and the ’burthen of the Lord’ was not possession, but com- 
mand. How then could the Jews fall into this opinion of possession? 
I can imagine no reason but that which is common to all men, 
namely the want of curiosity to search natural causes, and their 
placing felicity in the acquisition of the gross pleasures of the senses 
and the things that most immediately conduce thereto. For they 
that see any strange and unusual ability or defect in a man’s mind, 
unless they see withal from what cause it may probably proceed, can 
hardly think it natural; and, if not natural, they must needs think it 
supernatural; and then what can it be but that other God or the 
devil is in him? And hence it came to pass, when our Saviour {Mar^ 
iii, 21) was compassed about with the multitude, those of the house 
doubted He was mad, and went out to hold Him; but the Scribes 
said He had Beelzd>ub, and that was it by which He cast out devils; 
as if the greater madman had awed the lesser; and that (John x, 20) 
some said ‘He hath a deAol, and is mad,* whereas others holding Him 



OF MAN 

to a tod ‘these ^e not the words of one that hath a devU.* 

So m the Old Testament he that came to anoint Jehu (2 Kings ix. 11) 
was a prophet; but some of the company asked Jehu ‘what came 
^t madman to ? So that in sum it is manifest that whosoever 
behaved hunself in extraordinary manner was thought by the Jews 
to be possessed either with a good or evil spirit, except by the Sad- 
ducees, who erred so far on the other hand as not to believe there 
were at aU any spirits, which is very near to direct atheism; and 
therdiy perhaps the more provoked others to term such men demo- 
niacs rather than madmen. 

But why then does our Saviour proceed in the curing of as 
if they were possessed, and not as if they were mad? To which I 
can give no other kind of answer but that which is given to those 
that urge the Scripture in like manner against the opinion of the 
motion of the earth. The Scripture was written to show men 
the kingdom of God, and to prepare their minds to become his 
obedient subjects, leaving the world, and the philosophy thereof to 
the disputation of men, for the exercising of their natural reason. 
Whether the earth’s or sun’s motion make the day and nighr, or 
whether the exorbitant action of men proceed from passion or from 
the devil, so we worship him not, it is ail one, as to our obedience 
and subjection to God Almighty; which is the thing for which the 
Scripture was written. As for that our Saviour speaketh to the dis- 
ease as to a person, it is the usual phrase of all that cure by words 
only, as Christ did and enchanters pretend to do, whether they speak 
to a devil or not. For is not Christ also tod (Matt, viii, 26) to have 
rebuked the winds? Is not He said also (Lu/(e iv, 39) to rebuke a 
fever? Yet this does not argue that a fever is a devil. And whereas 
many of the devils are tod to confess Christ, it is not necessary to 
interpret those places otherwise than that those madmen confessed 
Him. And whereas our Saviour (Matt, xii, 43) speaketh of an un- 
dean spirit, that having gone out of a man wandereth through dry 
places, seeing rest and finding none, and returning into the same 
man with seven other spirits worse than himself, it is manifesdy a 
parable alluding to a man that after a litde endeavour to quit his 
lusts is vanquished by the strength of them, and becomes seven 
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times worse tlum he was. So that I see nodung at all in the Scripture 
that required! a belief that demoniacs were any other thing bat 
ynjidmenr 

There is yet another fault in the discourses of some men, which 
may also be numbered amongst the sorts of madness, namely that 
abuse of words, whereof I have spoken before in the fifth chapter, 
by the name of absurdity. And that is when men speak such words 
as, put together, have in them no signification at all, but are foiien 
upon, by some, through misunderstanding of the words they have 
received and repeat by rote, by others from intention to decdve by 
obscurity. And this is inddent to^none but those that converse in 
questions of matters incomprehensible, as the schoolmen, on in ques- 
tions abstruse philosophy. The conunon sort of men seldom speak 
indgnificandy, and are therefore by those other egregious \persons 
counted idiots. But, to be assured t^r words are wit^ut anything 
correspondent to them in the mind, there would need soW ex- 
amples, which if any man require, let him take a schoolman in his 
hands and see if he can translate any one chapter concerning any 
difficult poin^ as the Trinity, the Deity, the nature of Christ, transub- 
standadon, free-will, etc., into any of the modern tongues, so as to 
make the same intelligible, or into any tolerable Latin, such as they 
were acquainted withal, that lived when the Latin tongue was vplgar. 
What is the meaning of these words: ‘The first cause does not neces- 
sarily inflow anything into the second, by force of the essendal sub- 
ordination of the second causes, by which it may help it to work?’ 
They are the transladon of the dde of the sixth chapter of Suarez, 
first book. Of the Concourse, Motion, and Help of God. When men 
write whole volumes of such stuff, are they not mad, or intend to 
make others so? And pardcularly in the quesdon of transubstanda- 
don, where^ after certain words spoken, they that say the whiteserr, 
touadness, zaagmtude, quality, corrupdbility, all which are incor- 
poreal, etc, go out of the wafer into the body of our blessed Saviour, 
do they not make those ‘nesses,’ ‘tudes,’ and ‘des’ to be so many 
spirits possessing his body? For by spirits they mean always things 
t^t^ being incorporeal, are nevertheless movable from one place to 
anodier. So that this kind of absurdity^ noay rightly be numbered 
amongst the many sorts of madness, and all ^e time that guided by 
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clear dioughte o£ their worldly lust they forbear disputing or writing 
thus, biA lucid intervals. And thus much of the virtues and defects 
intellectual. 


CHAPTER IX 

Of the Several Subjects of Knowledge 

There are of ‘knowledge’ two kinds, whereof one is ‘knowledge 
of fact,’ the other ‘knowledge of the consequence of one afflrmarinn 
to another.’ The former is nothing else but sense and memory, and 
is ‘absolute knowledge,’ as when we see a fact doing or remember it 
done; and this is the knowledge required in a witness. The lattPr is 
called ‘science,’ and is ‘conditional,’ as when we know that ‘if the 
figure shown be a circle, then any straight line through the centre 
shall divide it into two equal parts.’ And this is the knowledge re- 
quired in a philosopher, that is to say of him that pretends to 
reasoning. 

Tlie register of ‘knowledge of fact’ is called ‘history,’ whereof 
there be two sorts: one called ‘natural history,’ which is the history 
of such facts or effects ‘of Nature as have no dependence on man’s 
‘will,’ such as are the histories of ‘metals,’ ‘plants,’ ‘animals,’ ‘regions,’ 
and the like. The other is ‘dvil history,’ which is the history of the 
voluntary actions of men in commonwealths. 

The registers of science are such ‘books,’ as contain the ‘demonstra- 
tions’ of consequences of one affirmation to another, and are com- 
monly called ‘books of philosophy,’ whereof the sorts are many, 
accorffing to the diversity of the matter, and may be divided in such 
manner as I have divided them in the following table (pp. 360-361). 

CHAPTER X 

Of Power, Worth, Dignitv, Honour, and Worthiness 

The ‘power of a man,’ to take it universally, is his present means, 
to obtain some future apparent good; and is either ‘original’ or 
‘instrumental.’ 

‘Natural power’ is the eminence of the faculties of body or mind, 
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as extraordinary strength, form, prudrac^ arts, Sequence, liberality, 
nobility. Instrumental’ are those powers which, acquired by then 
or by fortune are means and instruments to acquire more, as ridie^ 
reputation, friends, and the secret working of God, which men call 
good luck. For the nature of power is in this point like to fame, 
increasing as it proceeds; or like the motion of heavy bodies, which 
the further they go make still the more haste. 

The greatest of human powers is that which is compounded of 
the powers of most men, united by consent, in one person, natural or 
dvil, that has the use of all thdr pojvers depending on his such 
as is the power of a commonwealth. Or depending on the ^ills of 
each particular, such as is the power of a faction or of divers factions 
leagued. Therefore to have servants is power; to have frirads is 
power; for they are strengths united. \ 

Also riches joined with liberality is power, because it prolnireth 
friends and servants; without liberality, not so; because in this case 
they defend not, but expose men to envy, as a prey. 

Reputation of power is power, because it draweth with it the 
adherence of those that need protection. 

So is reputation of love of a man’s country, called popularity, for 
the same reason. 

Also, what quality soever maketh a man beloved or feared of many, 
or the reputation of such quality, is power, because it is a means to 
have the assistance and service of many. 

Good success is power, because it maketh reputation of wisdom 
or good fortune, which makes men either fear him or rely on him. 

Affability of men already in power is increase of power, because 
it gaineth love. 

Reputation of prudence in the conduct of peace or war is power, 
because to prudent men we commit the government of ourselves 
more willingly than to others. 

Nobility is power, not in all places but only in those common- 
wealths where it has privileges, for in such privileges consisteth their 
power. 

Eloquence is power, because it is seeming prudence. 

Form is power, because, being a promise of good, it recommendeth 
men to the favour of women and strangers. 
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Hie sdttices are smali power, because not eminent and there* 
fore not acknowledged in any man; nor are at all, but in a few, 
and in them but of a few things. For science is of that nature a^ 
fl OTn* can understand it to be but such as in a good measure have 
attained it. 

Arts of public use, as fortification, making of engines, and other 
j pstrnmpnts of War, because they confer to defence and victory, are 
power; and though the true mother of them be science, namely the 
mathematics, yet, because they are brought into the light by die 
fiand of the artificer, they be esteemed, the midwife pasang with the 
vulgar for the mother, as his issue. 

The ‘value,’ or ‘worth,’ of a man is, as of all other things, his price; 
that is to say, so much as would be given for the use of his power; 
and therefore is not absolute, but a thing dependent on the n^ and 
judgment of another. An able conduttor of soldiers is of great 
price in time of war present, or imminent; but in peace not so. A 
\ ffrn0A and uncorrupt judge is much worth in time of peace, but 
not so much in war. And, as in other things so in men, not the 
seller but the buyer determines the price. For let a man, as most men 
do, rate themselves [himself] at the highest value they [he] can, yet 
their [his] true value is no more than it is esteemed by others. 

The manifestation of the value we set on one another is that which 
is commonly called honouring and dishonouring. To value a man 
at a high rate is to ‘honour’ him; at a low rate, “to dishonour him. 
But high and low, in this case, is to be understood by companson to 

the rate that each man setteth on himself. 

The public worth of a man, which is the vdue s^ m him by^ 
commonwealth, is that which men common y ca i^ , 

this value of him by the commonwealth is 
command, judicature, public employment, or by names and titl 

introduced for distinction of such value. , 1^ „ . 

To pray to another for aid of any fand is to honour, 
sign we live an opinion he has power to help; and the more difficult 

the aid is, the more is the honour. 

To obey is to honour, because no man obeys diem whom th^ 
think haw no power to help or hurt them. And consequendy to 
disobey is to ‘dishonour.* * 
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To give great gifts to a maa is to honour him, because it isiaiying 
of protection and acknowledging of power. To give little gifts is 
to didionour, because it is but alms and signifies an opinion of the 
need of small helps. 

To be sedulous in promoting another’s good, also to Hatter is to 
honour, as a sign we seek his protection or aid. To neglect is to 
dishonour. 

To give way or place to another in any commodity is to honour, 
being a confession of greater power. To arrogate is to dishonour. 

To show any agn of love or fear of another is to honour, for both 
to love and to fear is to value. To<ontemn, or less to love/or fear 
than he expects, is to dishonour, for it is undervaluing. I 

To praise, magnify, or call happy, is to honour, because nothing 
but goodness, power, and felicity, is valued. To revile, m^k, or 
pity, is to dishonour. \ 

To speak to another with consideration, to appear beft>re hir^ with 
decency, and humility, is to honour him, as signs of fear to offend. 
To q>eak to him rashly, to do anything before him obscenely, 
slovenly, impudently, is to dishonour. 

To b^eve, to trust, to rely on another, is to honour him, a sign of 
c^inion of his virtue and power. To distrust, or not believe, is to 
dishonour. 

To hearken to a man’s counsel or discourse, of what kind soever, 
is to honour, as a sign we think him wise, or eloquent or witty. To 
sleep, or go forth, or talk the while, is to dishonour. 

To do those things to another which he takes for signs of honour, 
mr which the law or custom makes so, is to honour, because in ap- 
pwviag the honour done by others he acknowledged! the power 
which others acknowledge. 'To refuse to do them is to dishonour. 

To agree tvith in opinion is to honour, as being a sign of approving 
his judgment and tvisdom. To dissent is didumour, and an upbraid- 
Jag of error, and, if the dissent be in many things, of ftdly. 

To imitate is to honour, for it is vehemendy to approve. To imi- 
tate one’s enemy, is to dishonour. 

To honour those another honours is to honour him, as a sign of 
approbadon of his judgment. To hontfOr his enemies is to dishon- 
our him. 
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To onidoy in counsel or in actions of difficulty is to honour, as a 
sign of opinion of his wisdom or other power. To deny employment 
in the same cases to those that seek it is to dishonour. 

All these ways of honouring are natural, and as well mthin as 
without commonwealths. But in commonwealths, where he or they 
that have the supreme authority can make whatsoever they please 
to stand for signs of honour, there be other honours. 

A sovereign doth honour a subject with whatsoever tide, office, 
or employment, or acdon, that he himself mil have taken for a dgn 
of his will to honour him. 

The King of Persia honoured Mordecai when he appointed he 
should be conducted through the streets in the king’s garment upon 
one of the king’s horses, with a crown on his head and a prince 
before pro claiming ‘Thus shall it be done to him that the king 
will honour.’ And yet another king of Persia, or the same another 
to one that demanded for some great service to wear one of the 
king’s robes, gave him leave so to do; but with this addition, that he 
should wear it as the king’s fool; and then it was dishonour. So that 
of civil honour the fountain is in the person of the commonwealth, 
and depended! on the will of the sovereign; and is therefore tem- 
porary, and called ‘civil honour,’ such as magistracy, offices, tides, and, 
in places, coats and scutcheons painted; and men honour such 
as have them, as having so many signs of favour in the common- 
wealth: which favour is power. 

‘Honourable’ is whatsoever possesaon, action, or quality, is an 

argument and sign of power. , , t • u 

And therefore to be honoured, loved, or feared of many, is hon- 
ourable, as arguments of power. To be honoured of few or non^ 


‘dishonourable.’ . . u 

Dominion and victory is honour^le, because acquired by power, 

and servitude, for need or fear, is dishonourable. , , , ' » 

Good fortune, if lasting, honourable, as a of the J* 

God. Ill fortune and losses dishonourable. Riches ate howura^ 
for they are power. Poverty, dishonourable. Magnanumty, h^ 
ality, hope, courage, confidence, are honourable, for j:f 

frm the ronscience of power. Pusillanimity, patamony, fear, dif- 


fidence, are dishonourable* 
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Timely resolution, or determination of what a man is t» do, is 
honourable, as being the contempt of small difiuwties and dangers. 
And irresolution, dishonourable, as a sign of too much valuing of 
little impediments and litde advantages; for when a man has weighed 
things as long as the time permits, and resolves not, the difference 
of weight is but little, and therefore, if he resolve not, he over- 
values little things, which is pusillanimity. 

All actions and speeches that proceed, or seem to proceed, from 
much experience, science, discretion, or wit, are honourable, for all 
these are powers. Actions or words that proceed from error, igno- 
rance, or folly, dishonourable. * ''* j 

Gravity, as far forth as it seems to proceed from a mind employed 
on something else, is honourable, because employment is a agn of 
power. But, if it seem to proceed from a purpose to appear mve, 
it is dishonourable. For the gravity of the former is like the Readi- 
ness of a ship laden with merchandise, but of the latter lik^ the 
steadiness of a ship ballasted with sand and otiier trasL 

To be conspicuous, that is to say to be known, for wealth, o£Sc^ 
great actions, or any eminent good, is honourable, as a sign of the 
power for which he is conspicuous. On the contrary, obscurity is 
dishonourable. 

To be descended from conspicuous parents is honourable, bemuse 
they the more easily attain the aids and friends of their ancestors. 
On the contrary, to be descended from obscure parentage is dis- 
honourable. 

Actions proceeding from equity joined with loss are honourdbl^ as 
signs of magnanim ity; for magnanimity is a sign of power. On the 
contrary, craft, shifting, neglect of equity, is dishonourable. 

Covetousness of great riches, and ambition of great honours are 
honour^le, as signs of power to obtain them. Cov^usness and 
ambition of little gains or preferments is dishonourable. 

Nor does it alter the case of honour whether an action, so it be 
great and difficult and ccmsequently a sign of much power, be just 
or unjust; for honour consisted only in the opinion of power. Hiere- 
fore the ancient heathen did not think th^ dishonour^, but greatly 
honoured, the gods when they introduced them in their poems com- 
mitting rape^ thefts, and other great but unjust or unclean acts; 
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ijMomudi as noth^g is so much celebrated in Juiater as his adul- 
teries; IKM* in Mercury as his frauds and thefts; of whose praises, in a 
hymn of Homer, the ^eatest is this, that, being born in the morning, 
he had invented music at noon, and before mght stolen away the 
cattle of Apollo from his herdsmen. 

Also amongst men, till there were constituted great common- 
wealths, it was thought no dishonour to be a pirate or a highway 
thief, but rather a lawful trade, not only amongst the Greeks but 
also amongst all otho* nations as is manifest by the histories of anrUnt 
time. And at this day, in this part of the world, private duels are and 
always will be honourable, though unlawful, till such time as there 
shall be honour ordained for them that refuse, and ignominy for th em 
that make the challenge. For duels also are many times effects of 
couragei, and the ground of courage is always strength or skill, which 
are power; though for the most part they be effects of rash speaking 
and of the fear of dishonoiu:, in one or both the combatants, who, 
engaged by rashness, are driven into the lists to avoid disgrace. 

Scutcheons and coats of arms hereditary, where they have any 
eminent privileges^ are honomable; otherwise not: for their power 
consisteth either in such privileges, or in riches, or some such thing 
as is equally honoured, in other men. This kind of honour, com- 
monly called gentry, hath been derived from the ancient Germans. 
For there never was any such thing known where the German cus- 
toms were unknown. Nor is it now anywhere in use where the 
Germans have not inhabited. The ancient Greek commanders, when 
they went to war, had their shields painted with such devices as they 
pleased; insomuch that an impainted buckler was a sign of poverty 
and of a common soldier; but they transmitted not the inheritance 
of them. The Romans transmitted the marks of th^ families: but 


they vrare the images, not the devices, of their ancestors. Amongst 
the people of Asia, Africa, and America, there is not, nor was ever, 
any such thing. The Germans only had that custom; from wlmm 
it has been derived into England, France Spain, and Italy, when in 
great nuixd)ers they either aided the Romans or made thw own 
conquests in these western parts of the world. ^ . 

For Germany, being anciently, as all other countries in their begin- 
ning^ divided mnongst an infinite number of litde lords, m mast e r s 
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of families, that coatinually had wars one withjanother, those mas- 
ters, or Imds, principally to the end they might when they were 
covered with arms be known by their followers, and pardy for orna- 
ment, both painted their armour or their scutcheon or coat with the 
picture of some beast or other thing, and also put some eminent and 
visible mark upon the crest of their helmets. And this ornament both 
of the arms and crest descended by inheritance to their children; 
to the eldest pure, and to the rest with some note of diversity, such 
as the old master, that is to say in Dutch, the Here-dt, thought fit. 
But when many such families, joined together, made a greater mon- 
archy, this duty of the Here-alt to dTsdnguish scutcheons was ihade a 
private office apart. And the issue of these lords is the great and 
ancient gentry, which for the most part bear living creatures, moted 
for courage and rapine; or casdes, batdements, belts, weapons,! bars, 
palisadoes, and other notes of war; nothing being then in honour 
but virtue military. Afterwards not only kings but popular comihon- 
wealths gave divers manners of scutcheons to such as went forth to 
the war, or returned from it, for encouragement or recompense to 
their service. All which, by an observing reader, may be found in 
such ancient histories, Greek and Latin, as make mendon of the 
German nation and manners in their times. 

Tides of ‘honour,’ such as are duke, count, marquis, and bt^n, 
are honourable, as signifying the value set upon them by the sov- 
ereign power of the commonwealth; which tides were in old time 
tides of office and command, derived some from the Romans, some 
from the Germans and French: dukes, in Latin duces, being generals 
in war; counts, comites, such as bear the general company out of 
friendship and were left to govern and defend places conquered and 
pacified; marquises, marchiones, were counts that governed the 
marches or bounds of the empire. Which tides of duke, count, and 
marquis, came into the empire about the dme of Constantine the 
Great, from the customs of the German militia. But baron seems to 
have ^n a tide of the Gauls, and signifies a great man, such as were 
the king’s or prince’s men, whom they employed in war about their 
po'sons, and seems to be derived from t^r, to ‘ber,’. and ‘bar,’ that 
signified the same in the language of the Gauls, that vir in Latin, 
and thence to ‘hero’ and ‘baro’ so that such men were called ‘berones,’ 
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and after ‘barones,\and in Spanish, ‘varones.’ But he that would 
know more particularly the original of titles of honour may find it, 
as I have done this, in Mr. Selden’s most excellent treatise of that 
subject. In process of time these offices of honour, by occasion of 
trouble and fot reasons of good and peaceable government, were 
turned into mere titles, serving for the most part to distinguish 
the precedence, place, and order of subjects in the commonwealths; 
and me" were made dukes, counts, marquises and barons, of places 
wherein they had nather possession nor command; and other titles 
also were devised to the same end. 

‘Worthiness’ is a thing different from the worth or value of a man, 
and also from his merit, or desert, and consisteth in a particular 
power or ability for that whereof he is said to be worthy: which 
particular ability is usually named ‘fitness,’ or ‘aptitude.’ 

For he is worthiest to be a commander, to be a judge, or to have 
any other charge, that is best fitted with the qualities required to the 
wdl diyharg ing of it; and worthiest of riches that has the qualities 
most requisite for the well using of them: any of which qualities 
being absent, one may nevertheless be a worthy man, and valuable 
for something else. Again, a man may be worthy of riches, office, 
and employment, and nevertheless can plead no right to have it 
before another; and therefore cannot be said to merit or deserve it. 
For merit presupposeth a right and that the thing deserved is due 
by promise; of which I shall say more hereafter, when I shall speak 

of contracts. 


CHAPTER XI 

Of the Difference of Manners 

By manners I mean not here decency of behaviour, as how om 
man should salute another, or how a man should 
or pick his teeth before company, and such other pomts of the sm 
morals’; but those quaUties of mankind foat concern 
together in peace and unity. To which end we 
the felicity ofdiis life consisteth not in the re^se of a 
For there is no such finis ulumus (utmost aim), nor sutnmum bonum 
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(greatest good), as is spdken of in the books of t^eokl moral {Moso- 
phers. Nor tan a man any more live whose desires are at an end 
than he whose senses and imaginations are at a stand. Felicity is a 
continual progress of the desire from one object to another, the 
attaining of the former being still but the way to the latter. The 
cause whereof is that the object of man’s desire is not to enjoy once 
only and for one instant of time, but to assure for ever the way of 
his future desire. And therefore the voluntary actions and inclina* 
dons of all men tend not only to the procuring, but also to the 
assuring, of a contented life, and differ only in the way; which ariseth 
partly from the diversity of passions' in divers men, and partllly from 
the difference of the knowledge or opinion each one has of the 
causes which produce the effect desired. \ 

So that in the first place I put for a general inclination of an man- 
kind a perpetual and resdess desire of power after power, that Wseth 
only in death. And the cause of this is not always that a man 'hopes 
for a more intenave delight than he has already attained to, or that 
he cannot be content with a moderate power; but because he cannot 
assure the power and means to live well which he hath present, with- 
out the acquisition of more. And from hence it is that kings, whose 
powa: is greatest, turn their endeavours to the assuring it at home 
by laws, or abroad by wars; and, when that is done, there succ^eth 
a new desire, in some of fame from new conquest, in others of ease 
and saisual pleasure, in others of admiration or being flattered for 
excellence in some art or other ability of the mind. 

Competition of riches, honour, command, or other power, inclineth 
to contention, enmity, and war; because the way of one competitor, 
to the attaining of his desire, is to kill, subdue, supplant, or repel the 
other. Particularly, competidon of praise inclineth to a reverence of 
andquity. For men contend with the living, not with the dead, to 
these ascribing more than due, that they may obscure the g^ry of 
&e other. 

Desire of ease, and sensual delight, disposeth men to obey a com- 
mon powtf , because by such desires a man doth abandon the pro- 
te^on thatlnight be hoped for from his own industry and labmr. 
Fear of deadi, and wounds, disposeth to the same, and bx the same 
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r^n. On the conmry, needy men, and hardy, not contented with 
their prexnt condition, as also all men that are ambitious of military 
commnd, are inclined to continue the cause of war, and to stir up 
trouble and sedition, for thwe is no honour military but by war, nor 
any such h(^ to mend an ill game as by causing a new shuffle. 
Desire of knowledge, and arts of peace, inclineth men to obey a 
common power, for such desire, containeth a desire of leisure, and 
consequently protection from some other power than their own. 

Desire of praise disposeth to laudable actions, such as please them 
whose judgment they value; for, of those men whom we contemn, 
we contemn also the praises. Desire of fame after liog th does the 
same. And though after death there be no sense of the praise given 
us on earth, as being joys that are either swallowed up in the un- 
$peakffl>le joys of Heaven or extinguished in the extreme torments of 
hell, yet is not such fame vain; because men have a present delight 
therein, from the foresight of it, and of the benefit that may redound 
therd}y to their posterity, which, though they now see not, yet they 
imagine; and anything that is pleasure in the sense, the same also is 
pleasure in the imagination. 

To have received from one to whom we think oursdves equal 
greater benefits than there is hope to requite disposeth to counterfdt 
love, but really secret hatred; and puts a man into the estate of a des- 
perate debtor that, in declining the sight of his creditor, taddy wishes 
him there where he might never see him more. For benefits oblige, 
and obligation is thraldom, and unrequitable obligation perpetual 
thraldmn, which is to one’s equal, hateful. But to have received 
baiefits from one whom we acknowledge for superior inclines to 
love; because the obligation is no new depression: and cheerful 
acceptation, which men call ‘gratitude,’ is such an honour done to 
the obliger as is taken generally for retribution. Also to receive 
benefits, though from an equal or inferior, as long as there is htqie 
of requital, di^x)seth to love; for, in the intention of the recdver, the 
obligation is of aid and service mutual, from whence proceedeth an 
emulation of who shall exceed in benefiting, the most noble and 
profitable contention possible, wherein the victor is pleased with his 
victory, and the other revenged by confessing it. 
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To have done more hurt to a man than he can or is willing to 
expiate inclineth the doer to hate the sufferer. For he must expect 
revenge or forgiveness, both which are hateful. 

Fear of oppression disposeth a man to anticipate or to seek aid 
by society; for there is no other way by which a man can secure his 
Iffe and liberty. 

Men that distrust their own subdlty ar^ in tumult and sedition, 
better disposed for victory than they that suppose themselves wise 
or crafty. For these love to consult the other, fearing to be cir- 
cumvented, to strike, first. And in sedition, men being always in 
the precincts of battle, to hold together and use all advai^ges of 
force is a better stratagem than any that can proceed from| subdlty 
of wit. 

Vain-glorious men, such as without being conscious to themselves 
of great sufficiency delight in supposing themselves gallant m^n, are 
inclined only to ostentadon, but not to attempt; because, when ganger 
or difficulty appears, they look for nothing but to have their insuf- 
ficiency discovered. 

Vain-glorious men, such as esdmate their sufficiency by the flat- 
tery of other men or the fortune of some precedent aaion, without 
assured ground of hope from the true knowledge of themselves, are 
inclined to rash engaging, and in the approach of danger or difficulty 
to retire if they can; because, not seeing the way of safety, they will 
rather hazard their honour, which may be salved with an excuse, 
than thdr lives, for which no salve is sufficient. 

Men that have a strong opinion of their own wisdom in matter of 
government are disposed to ambidon. Because without public em- 
ployment in council or magistracy the honour of the wisdom is lost. 
And therefore eloquent spiers are inclined to ambidon, for elo- 
quence seemeth wisdom, both to themselves and others. 

Pusillanimity disposeth men to irresoludon, and consequently to 
lose the occadons and fittest opportunides of acdon. For after men 
have been in deliboadon dll the time of acdon approach, if it be not 
then manifest Miat is best to be don^ it is a sign the diff^ence of 
modves, the one way and the other, are not great: therefore not to 
resolve then is to lose the occadon by wei^ung of trifles, which is 
pusillanimity. 
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FragaKty, thougji in poor men a virtue, maketh a man onapt to 
achieve such a^m as r^uire the strength of many men at once: 
for It weakeneth their endeavour, which is to be nourished and kept 
in vigour by reward. ^ 

Eloqumce, with flattery disposeth men to confide in them that 
have It; because the forma is seeming wisdom, the latter 
kindness. Add to them military reputation, and it disposeth men to 
adhere and subject themselves to those men that have The 
two former having given them caution against danger from him, 
the latter giva them caution against danger from others. 

Want of science^ that is, ignorance of causes, disposeth, or rather 
constraineth, a man to rely on the advice and authority of others. 
For all men whom the truth concerns, if they rely not on their own, 
must rely on the opinion of some other whom they think wiser than 
thonselves and see not why he should deceive tK^w 

Ignorance of the signification of words, which is want of under- 
standing, disposeth men to take on trust not only the truth they 
know not, but also the errors, and which is mor^ the n^nspna. of 
them they trust; for neither error nor nonsense can, without a perfect 
understanding of words, be detected. 

From the same it proceeded! that men give difierent names to one 
and the same things from the difference of their own pasnons: as 
they that approve a private opinion call it opinion, but they that 
mislike it, heresy: and yet heresy signifies no more than private 
opinion, but has only a greater tincture of choler. 

From the same also it proceeded! that men cannot distinguish, 
without study and great understanding, between one acdon of many 
men and many acdons of one multitude; as for example, between 
the one action of all the senators of Rome in killing Catiline, and the 
many actions of a number of senators in killing Caesar; and there- 
fore are disposed to take for the action of the people that which is a 
multitude of actions done by a multitude of men, led pahaps by the 
persuasion of one. 

Ignorance of the causes smd original constitution of right, equity, 
law, and justice^ disposeth a man to make custom amd example -the 
rale of his actions; in such manner as to think diat unjust which it 
hath been the custom to punish, and that just of the impunity and 
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approbation whereof they can produce an example^ or, as the lawyers 
wUch only use this false measure of justice barbaroudy call it, a 
ptecedent; like little children, that have no other rule ci good and 
evil manners but the correction they receive from their parents and 
masters; save that children are constant to their rule, whereas men 
are not so; because, grown strong and stubborn, they appeal from 
custom to reason, and from reason to custom, as it serves their turn; 
receding &om custom when their interest requires it, and setting 
diemsdves against reason as oft as reason is against them; which is 
the cause that the doctrine of right and wrong is perpetually dis- 
puted, both by the pen and the sword; whereas the doctrine/of lines 
and figures is not so, because men care not in that subject what be 
truth, as a thing that crosses no man’s ambition, profit, or lint. For 
I doubt not but, if it had been a thing contrary to any man’s raght of 
dominion, or to the interest of men that have dominion, "that the 
three angles of a triangle should be equal to two angles of a square,’ 
diat doctrine should have been, if not disputed, yet by the burning 
of all books of geometry, suppressed, as far as he whom it concerned 
was able. 

Ignorance of remote causes disposeth men to attribute all events to 
the causes immediate and instrumental, for these are all the causes 
they perceive. And hence it comes to pass that in all place? men 
that are grieved with payments to the public, discharge their anger 
upon the publicans, that is to say farmers, collectors, and other officers 
of the public revenue, and adhere to such as find fault with the public 
government; and thereby, when they have engaged themselves be- 
yond hope of justification, fall also upon the supreme authority, for 
fear of punishment or shame of receiving pardon. 

Ignorance of natural causes disposeth a man to credulity, so as to 
bdieve many times impossibilities; for such know nothing to the 
contrary but that they may be true, being unable to detect the impos- 
sibility. And credulity, because men like to be hearkened unto in 
company, disposeth them to lying, so that ignorance itself without 
malice is able to make a man both to believe lies and tell them, and 
sometimes also to invent them. 

Anxiety for the future time disposeth men to inquire into the 
causes of things; because the knowledge of them maketh men the 
better able to order the present to their best advantage. 
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any idea of Him m their mind answerable to His nature For as a 
that is tern blind, hearing men talk of warming themselves by 
the fire and being brought to warm himself by the same, may easily 
amrave and assure himself, there is somewhat there, which men call 
fire and is the cause of the heat he feels, but cannot imagine what 
it is like, nor have an idea of it in his mind such as they have that 
see it, so also by the visible things of this world, and their admirable 
order, a man may conceive there is a cause of them, which men call 
God, and yet not have an idea or image of Him in Hs mind. 

And they that make little or no inquiry into the natural causes of 
things, yet, from the fear that proceeds from the ignorance itself of 
what it is that hath the power to do them much good or harm, are 
inclined to suppose and feign unto themselves several kinds of 


powers invisible, and to stand in awe of their own imaginations, and 
in time of distress to invoke them, as also in the time of an expected 
good success to give them thanks, making the creatures of their own 
fancy their gods. By which means it hath come to pass that, from 
the innumerable variety of fancy, men have created in the world 
innumerable sorts of gods. And this fear of things invisible is the 
natural seed of that which every one in himself calleth religion, and 
in them that worship or fear that power otherwise than they do, 
superstition. 

And this seed of religion, having been observed by many, some of 
those that have observed it have been inclined therdjy to nourish, 
dress, and form it into laws; and to add to it of their own invention 
any opinbn of the causes of future events by which they thought 
they should be best able to govern others, and make unto themsdves 
the greatest use of thw powers. 
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CHAPTER XII 
Of Religion 

Seeing there are no signs nor fruit of ‘religion’ but in man only, 
there is no cause to doubt but that the seed of ‘religion’ is also only 
in man; and consisteth in some peculiar quality or at least in some 
eminent d^ee thereof not to be found in other living creatures. 

And, first, it is peculiar to the nature of man to be inquisitive into 
the causes of the events they see, some more, some less; but all men 
so much as to be curious in the search-of the causes of their own good 
and evil fortune. I 

Secondly, upon the sight of anything that hath a beginmng, to 
think also it had a cause which determined the same to begin, then 
when it did, rather than sooner or later. \ 

Thirdly, whereas there is no other felicity of beasts but the Vnjoy* 
ing of their quotidian food, ease, and lusts, as having little or no 
foresight of the time to come, for want of observation and memory 
of the order, consequence, and dependence of the things they see, 
man observeth how one event hath been produced by another, and 
remembereth in them antecedence and consequence; and, when he 
cannot assure himself of the true causes of things (for the causes of 
good and evil fortune for the most part are invisible), he supposes 
causes of them, either such as his own fancy suggested!, or trusteth 
the authority of other men, such as he thinks to be his friends and 
wiser than himself. 

The two first make anxiety. For, being assured that there be 
causes of all things that have arrived hitherto or shall arrive here- 
after, it is impossible for a man, who continually endeavoureth to 
secure himself against the evil he fears and procure the good he 
desireth, not to be in a perpetual solicitude of the time to come; so 
that every man, especially those that are over-provident, are in a 
state like to that of Prometheus. For as Prometheus, which inter- 
preted is ‘the prudent man,’ was bound to the hill Caucasus, a place 
of large prospect, where an eagle feeding on his liver devoured in the 
day as much as was repaired in the night, so that man, which looks 
too far before him in ^e care of future time, hath his heart all the 
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day long gnawed on by fear of death, poverty, or other calamity, 
and has no repose nor pause of his anxiety but in sleep. 

This perpetual fear, always accompanying mankind m the ignor- 
ance of causes, as it were in the dark, must needs have for object 
something. And therefore, when there is nothing to be seen, there 
is nothing to accuse, either of their good or evU fortune, but some 
‘power’ or agent ‘invisible’ in which sense perhaps it was that some 
of the old poets said that the gods were at first created by human 
fearj which spoken of the gods, that is to say of the many gods of 
the Geritiles, is very true. But the acknowledging of one God, 
eternal, infinite, and omnipotent, may more easily be derived, from 
the desire men have to know the causes of natural bodies and their 
several virtues and operations, than from the fear of what was to 
befall them in time to come. For he that from any effect he 
come to pass should reason to the next and cause thereof, 

and from thence to the cause of that cause, and plunge pro- 

foundly in the pursuit of causes, shall at last come to this, that there 
must be, as even the heathen philosophers confessed, one first mover, 
that is, a first and an eternal cause of all things, which is that which 
men mean by the name of God, and all this without thought of their 
fortune; the solicitude whbeof both inclines to fear and hinders them 
from the search of the causes of other things, and thereby gives 
occasion of feigning of as many gods as there be men that feign 
them. 

And, for the matter or substance of the invisible agents so fancied, 
they could not by natural cogitation fall upon any other conceit, but 
that it was the same with that of the soul of man; and that the soul 
of man was of the same substance with that which appeareth in a 
dream to one that sleepeth, or in a looking-glass to one that is awake; 
which, men not knowing that such apparitions are nothing else but 
creatures of the fancy, think to be real and external substances, and 
therefore call them ghosts; as the Latins called them imagines and 
umbree, and thought them spirits, that is thin aerial bodies, and those 
invisible agents which they feared, to be like them, save that they 
appear and vanish when they please. But the opinion that sudi 
spirits were incorporeal, or immaterial, could never enter into the 
mind of any man by nature, because, though men may put together 
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words of contradictory signification, as ‘spirit’ and ‘incorpcweal,* yet 
they can never have the imagination of anything answering to them; 
and therefore men that by their own meditation arrive to the ac- 
knowledgment of one infinite, omnipotent, and eternal God chose 
rather to confess He is incomprehensible and above their under- 
standing than to define His nature by ‘spirit incorporeal,’ and then 
confess their definition to be imint^gible; or, if they give Him 
such a tide, it is not ‘dogmatically’ with intention to make the 
divine nature understood, but ‘piously,’ to honour Him with attri- 
butes of significations as remote astthey can from the grosfness of 
bodies visible. | 

Then for the way by which they think these invisible agents 
wrought their effects, diat is to say, what immediate caus^ they 
used in bringing things to pass, men that kiu>w not vdiat itUs that 
we call ‘causing,’ that is almost all men, have no other rule ^ guess 
by but by observing and remembering what they have seen to 
precede the like effect at some other time or times before, without 
sedng between the antecedent and subsequent event any dependence 
or connection at all; and therefore from the like things past they 
expect the like things to come, and hope for good or evil luck, super- 
sddously, from things that have no part at all in the causing of it: as 
the Athenians did for their war at Lepanto, demand another Phor- 
mio; the Pompeian faction for their war in Africa, another Scipio; 
and others have done in divers other occasions since. In like manner 
they attribute thdr fortune to a stander-by, to a lucky or unlucky 
place, to words spoken, especially if the name God be amongst them, 
as rharming and conjuring, the liturgy of witches; inasmuch as to 
believe they have power to turn a stone into bread, bread into a 
man, or anything into anything. 

iWdly, for the worship which naturally men exhibit to powers 
invinblei, it can be no other but such expressions of thdr reverence, 
as they would use towards men; gifts, petitions, thanks, submission 
of body, conaderate addresses, sober behaviour, premeditated words, 
swearing, that is assuring one another of their promises by invoking 
them, ^ond tha^ reason suggesteth ixjthing, but leaves diem either 
to rest ther^ or, for further ceremonies, to rely on those they be- 
lieve to be wiser than themselves. 



OF MAN 379 

Lastly, concerning how these invisible powers declare to men the 
things which shall hereafter come to pass, especially concerning their 
good or evil fortune in general or goc^ or ill-success in any particular 
undertaking, men are naturally at a stand, save that, using to con- 
jecture of the time to come by the time past, they are very apt not 
only to take casual things, after one or two encounters, for prog- 
nostics of the like encounter ever after, but also to believe the like 
prognostics from other men of whom they have once conceived 
a good opinion. 

And, in these four things, opinion of ghosts, ignorance of second 
causes, devotion towards what men fear, and taking of things cas- 
ual h>r prognostics, consisteth the natural seed of ‘religion,’ which, 
by reason of the different fancies, judgments, and passions of sev- 
eral men, hath grown up into ceremonies so different that those 
which are used by one man are for the most part ridiculous to 
another. 

For these seeds have received culture from two sorts of men. One 
sort have been they that have nourished and ordered them according 
to their own invention. The other have done it by God’s command- 
ment and direction; but both sorts have done it with a purpose to 
make those men that relied on them the more apt to obedience, 
laws, peace, charity, and civil society. So that the religion of the 
former sort is a part of human politics, and teacheth part of the 
duty which earthly kings require of their subjects. And the religion 
of die latter sort is divine politics, and contained! precepts to those 
that have yielded themselves subjects in the kingdom of God. Of 
the former sort were all the founders of commonwealths and the 
lawgivers of the Gentiles; of the latter sort, were Abraham, Moses, 
and our blessed Saviour, by whom have been derived unto us the 
laws of the kingdom of God. 

And, for that part of religion which consisteth in opinions con- 
cerning the nature of powers invisible, there is almost nothing that 
has a name that has not been esteemed amongst the Gentiles, in 
one place or another, a god or devil, or by their poets feigned to be 
inanimated, inhabited, or possessed, by some spirit or other. 

The unforme d matter of the world was a god by the name of 
Chao^ 
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thdr nativity, which was called horoscopy and esteoned a part of 
judiciary astrology; sometimes in their own h(q)es and fears, called 
thumtanaocy, or presage; sometimes in die prediction of witches, 
that pretend^ conference with the dead, which is called necromancy, 
conjuring, and witchcraft, and is but juggling and confederate 
knavery; sometimes in dw casual flight or feeding of birds, called 
augury; surnames in the entrails of a sacrificed beast, which was 
‘aruspidna’; sometimes in dreams; sometimes in croaking of 
ravens or chattering of birds; sometimes in the lineaments of the 
face, which was called metoposcopy; or by palmistry in the lines of 
the hand; in casual words, called ‘omina’; sometimes in monstm 
or unusual accidents, as eclipses, comds, rare meteors, earthquakes, 
inundations, uncouth births, and the like, which they called ‘ppr- 
tenta’ and ‘ostenta,’ because they thought them to portend or fo^ 
show some ^eat calamity to come; sometimes in mere lottery, p 
cross and pile, counting holes in a sieve, dipping of verses in Homto 
and Virgil; and innumerable other such vain conceits. So easy are 
men to be drawn to bdieve anything from such men as have gotten 
credit with them and can with gendeness and dexterity take hold of 
didr fear and ignorance. 

And therdore the first founders and legislators of common- 
wealths among the Gentiles, whose ends were only to keep the 
people in obedience and peace, have in all places taken care, fir^ 
to imprint in their minds a belief that those precepts which they 
gave concerning religion might not be thought to proceed from their 
own device but from the dictates of some god or other spirit, or 
else that they themsdives were of a higher nature than mere mortals, 
that their laws might the more easily be received: so Numa Pompilius 
pretended to receive the ceremonies he instituted amongst the 
Romans from the nymjdi Egeria; and the first king and founder of 
the kingdom of Peru pretended himself and his wife to be the 
duldren of the Sun, and Mahomet, to set up his new religion, 
pretBoded to have conferences with the Holy Ghost in form of a 
dove. Secondly, they have had a care to make it bdieved that the 
saflte thing s were d^leaung to the gods which were forbidden by 
dw kws. Thirdly, to {describe ceremonies,_5upplications, sacrifices, 
and' festivals, by which they were to believe the anger of the gods 
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migte be appeased, and tbat ill success in war, great contagions 
of sickness, earthquakes, and each man’s private misery, came frmn 
the anger of the gods, and their anger from the neglect of their 
wor^p or die forgetting or mistaking some point of .the ceremonies 
required. And, though amongst the ancient Romans men were not 
forbidden to deny that which in the poets is written of the pains 
and pleasures after this life, which divers of great authority and 
gravity in that state have in their harangues openly derided, yet that 
belief was always more cherished than the contrary. 

And by these and such other institutions they obtained m order to 
their eni which was the peace of the commonwealth, that the 
common people in their misfortunes, laying the fault on neglect 
or error in tbeir ceremonies or on their own disobedience to the 
laws, were the less apt to mutiny against their governors, and, being 
entertained with the pomp and pastime of festivals and public games 
made in honour of the gods, needed nothing else but bread to keep 
them from discontent, murmuring, and commotion against the state. 
And therefore the Romans, that had conquered the greatest part 
of the then known world, made no scruple of tolerating any religion 
whatsoever in the dty of Rome itself, unless it had something in it 
that could not consist with their civil government; nor do we read 
that any religion was there forbidden but that of the Jews, who, being 
the pn-idiar kin gdom of God, thought it unlawful to acknowledge 
subjection to any mortal king or state whatsoever. And thus you 
see how the religion of the Gentiles was part of their policy. 

But where God Himself by supernatural revelation planted 
religion, thtf e He also made to Himself a peculiar kingdom, and 
gave laws not only of behaviour towards Himself but also towards 
one another; and thereby in the kingdom of God the policy and laws 
civil are a part of religion; and therefore the distinction of temporal 
and spiritual domination hath there no place. It b true that God 
b king of all the earth, yet may He be king of a peculiar and chosen 
narinn Fot there is no more incongruity therein than that he that 
hath the general command of the whole army should have withal 
a jwfu liaT raiment or company of his own. God is l^g of all 
the Qrth by His power, but of His chosen people He b king by 
covaianL But to speak more largely of the kingdom rf God, both 
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by nature and covenant, I have in the following discourse assigned 
another place. 

From the propagation of religion it is not hard to imderstand 
the causes of the resolution of the same into its first seeds or prin- 
ciples, which are only an opinion of a deity and powers invisible 
and supernatural that can never be so abolished out of human nature 
but that new religions may again be made to spring out of them, by 
the culture of such men as for such purpose are in reputation. 

For, seeing all formed religion is founded at first upon the faith 
which a multitude hath in ^pae one person whom they believe 
not only to be a wise man, and to labour to procure their happiness, 
but also to be a holy man, to whom God Himself youchsafeth 
to declare His will supernaturally, it followeth necessarily, when 
they that have the government of religion shall come to have either 
the wisdom of those men, their sincerity, or their love su^jpected, or 
when they shall be unable to show any probable token of divine 
revelation, that the religion which they desire to uphold must be 
suspected likewise, and, wdthout the fear of the civil sword, con- 
tradicted and rejected. 

That which taketh away the reputation of wisdom, in him that 
formeth a religion or addeth to it when it is already formed, is 
the enjoining of a belief of contradictories, for both parts of a con- 
tradiction cannot possibly be true; and therefore to enjoin the belief 
of them is an argument of ignorance, which detects the author in 
that, and discredits him in all things else he shall propound as 
from revelation supernatural; which revelation a man may indeed 
have of many things above but of nothing against natural reason. 

That which taketh away the reputation of sincerity is the doing 
or saying of such things as appear to be signs that what they require 
other men to believe is not believed by themselves, all whidh doings 
or sayings are therefore called scandalous, because they be stumbling- 
bloc^ that make men to fall in the way of religion, as injustice, 
cruelty, profoneness, avarice, and luxury. For who can believe that 
he that doth ordinarily such actions as proceed from any of these 
roots believeth there is any such invisible power to be feared, as he 
afirighteth other men withal for lesser faults? 

That which taketh away the reputadon of love is the bong de- 
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tectrf of private end% as when tie bdief rite, reouit, of otl«. 
oonduc^ M seemeth to .^duc. to tke atqoiri^ rf doorioio.^ 
dlgm^. or tecore pleasure re themrelve. oS, or speciall,: 
For tto whidt men rap benefit by to tbemselves they ate though 
to do for their own sakes, and not for love of others. 

Lastly, the testimony that men can render of divine waning can 
be no other than the operation of miracles, or true prophecy, which 
also is a miracle, or extraordinary felicity. And, therefore, to those 
points of religion which have been received from them that did 
such miracles, those that are added by such as approve not their 
calling by some miracle obtain no greater belief than what the 
custom and laws of the places in which they be educated have 
wrought into them. For, as in natural things, men of judgment 
require natural signs and arguments, so in supernatural rKingg they 
require signs supernatural, which are miracles, before they consent 
inwardly and from their hearts. 

All which causes of the weakening of men’s faith do manifestly 
appear in the examples following. First, we have the example of 
the children of Israel, who when Moses, that had approved his 
calling to them by miracles and by the happy condua of them out 
of Egypt was absent but forty days, revolt^ from the worship of 
the true God, recommended to them by him, and setting up (Exod. 


xxxii, I, 2) a golden calf for thar god relapsed into the idolatry 
of the Egyptians, from whom they had been so lately delivered. 
And again, after Moses, Aaron, Joshua, and that generation which 
had seen the great works of God in Israd {Judges ii, ii) were dead, 
another generation arose and served Baal. So that, miracles failing, 
faith also failed. 


Again, when the sons of Samuel (i Sam. viii, 3) being constituted 
by their father judges in Bersabee, received bribes, and judged unr 
justly, the people of Israel refused any more to have God to be thar 
king in other manner than He was king of other people, and there- 
fore cried out to Samuel to choose them a king a&er the mannw of 
the nations. So that, justice failing, faith also failed; insomuch as 
they deposed their God from reigning over them. 

And whereas in the planting of Christian religion the oracles 
ceased in all parts of the Roman Empire, and the number of Chris- 
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dans, inaeased wonderfully every day and in every place by the 
preaching of the Aposdes and Evangelists, a great part of that 
success may reasonably be attributed to the contempt into which 
the priests of the Gendles of that dme had brought themselves by 
their uncleanness, avarice, and juggling between princes. Also the 
religion of the Church of Rome was pardy for the same cause 
abolished in England and many other parts of Christendom, inso- 
much as the failing of virtue in the pastors maketh faith fail in the 
people; and pardy from bringing of the philosophy and doctrine 
of Aristode into religion by the schoolmen, from whence there arose 
so many contradictions and absurdides as brought the clergy into a 
reputadon both of ignorance and of fraudulent intendon, md in- 
clined people to revolt from them, either against the will or their 
own princes, as in France and Holland, or with their will,\as in 
England. ' 

Lasdy, amongst the points by the Church of Rome declared 
necessary for salvadon, there be so many manifesdy to the advantage 
of the Pope and of his spiritual subjects residing in the territories of 
other Chrisdan princes that, were it not for the mutual emulation of 
those princes, they might without war or trouble exclude all foreign 
authority as easily as it had been excluded in England. For ^ who 
is there that does not see to whose benefit it conduced! to have it 
beUeved that a king hath not his authority from Christ unless a 
bishop crown him? That a king, if he be a priest, cannot marry? 
That whether a prince be born in lawful marriage or not must be 
judged by authority from Rome? That subjects may be freed from 
their allegi anc e, if by the Court of Rome the king be judged an her- 
edc? That a king, as Chilperic of France, may be deposed by a pope, 
as Pope Zachary, for no cause, and his kingdom given ^o one of his 
subjects? That the clergy and regulars, in what country soever, 
shall be exempt from the jurisdiedon of their king in cases crimi- 
nal? Or who does not see to whose profit redound the fees of 
private masses and vales of purgatory, with other signs of private 
interest enough to mortify the most lively, faith, if, as I said, the civil 
magistrate and custom did not more sustain it than any opinion 
they have of the sanedty, wisdom, or probity of their teachers? 
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So that I may attribute all the changes of religion in the world to 
one and the same cause, and that is, unpleasing priests; and those 
not only amongst Catholics but even in that Church that hath pre- 
sumed most of reformation. 


CHAPTER XIII 

Of the Natural Condition of Mankind as Concerning Their 
Felicity and Misery 


Nature made men so equal in the faculties of the body and 
mind, as though there be found one man sometimes manifestly 
stronger in body or of quicker mind than another, yet when all is 
reckoned together the difference between man and man is not so 
considerable as that one man can thereupon claim to lumself any 
benefit to which another may not pretend as well as he. For, as 
to the strength of body, the weakest has strength enough to kill the 
strongest, either by secret machination or by confederacy with others 
that are in the same danger with himself. 

And, as to the faculties of the mind, setting aside the arts grounded 
upon words and especiaUy that skiU of proceeding upon ^neral ^d 
infallible rules called science, which very few have and but m few 
thinjrs, as being not a native faculty born with us, nor attamed, as 
prudence, whUe we look after somewhat else, I find yrt a greats 
Luality amongst men than that of strength. For prudence is bm 
experiie, which equal time equally bestows on all mm in those 
tb^gs they equally apply themselves unto. That 
haos^make such quality incredible is but a vain conceit of ones 
own wSorl^h almost aU men think they bve in a grmter 
degree than the vulgar, that is, than aU men but and a 

few others whom by fame or for concurrmg mth themsdves 
approve. For such is the nature of men that, howsoever they my 
a^nowledge many others to be more witty or more eloquent or 
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equal than unequaL For tl»re is not ordinarily a greater rign of 
the equal distribution td anything than that every man is contented 
with share. 

From this equality of ability ariseth equality of hope in the 
attaining of our ends. And therefore, if any two men desire the 
same thing which nevertheless they cannot both enjoy, they be- 
come enemies; and, in the way to their end, which is prindpally 
thrir own conservation and sometimes their delectation only, en- 
deavour to destroy or subdue one another. And from hence it 
comes to pass that, where an invader hath no more to fdar than 
another man’s single power, if one plant, sow, build, or [possess, 
a convenient seat, others may probably be expeaed to come prepared 
with forces united to dispossess and deprive him not only\of the 
fruit of his labour but also of his life or liberty. And the invader 
again is in the like danger of another. \ 

And from this diffidence of one another there is no way for any 
man to secure himself so reasonable as anticipation, that is, by force 
or wiles to master the persons of all men he can so long dll he see 
no other power great enough to endanger him; and this is no more 
than his own conservadon requireth and is generally allowed. Also, 
because there be some that, taking pleasure in contempladng their 
own power in the acts of conquest, which they pursue farther than 
their security requires, if others, that otherwise would be glad to 
be at ease within the modest bounds, should not by invasion increase 
thdr power, they would not be able long time, by standing only 
on th^ defencei, to subsist. And by consequence, such augmenta- 
tion of dominion over men being necessary to a man’s conservadon, 
it ought to be allowed him. 

Again, men have no pleasure, but on the contrary a great deal of 
grief, in keeping company where there is no power able to overawe 
rhym alL For every man looked) that his companion should value 
him at the same rate he sets upon himself and, upon all signs of 
contem]^ or undervaluing, mourally endeavours as far as he dares 
(which amongst them that have no common power to keep them in 
quiet, is far enough to make them d^roy eadx othe*) to extort 
a greats value from his contemners by damage, and fr(»n others 
by the example. 



OF MAN 

So that in the nature of man we find three principal causes of 
qt^reL First, wm^tion; secondly, diffidence; durdirglory ^ 
m first m^eth man invade for gain; the second, L^ety; 
and the third, for reputation. The first use violence, to make theml 
sdves ma^s of other men’s persons, wives, chUdren, and cattle; 
the second, to drfend them; the third, for trifles, as a word, a smile; 
a different opinion, and any other sign of undervalue, either direct 
in their persons or by reflection in their kindred, thdr friends, their 
nation, their profession, or their nami>- 

Herdby it is manifest that, during the time men live without a 
common power to keep them all in awe, they are in that condition 
which is called war, and such a war as is of every man againti- 
every man. For ‘war’ consisteth not in battle only or the act of 
fighting, but in a tract of time wherein the will to contend by battle 
is sufficiently known, and therefore the notion of ‘time’ is to be 
considered in the nature of war, as it is in the nature of weather. 


For as the nature of foul weather lieth not in a shower or two of 
rain but in an inclination thereto of many days together, so the 
nature of war consisteth not in actual fighting but in the known 
dispositicm thereto during all the time there is no assurance to the 
contrary. All odber time is ‘peace.* 

Whatsoever therefore is consequent to a time ot war where every 
man is enemy to every man, the same is consequent to the time 
ivherrin men five without other security than what riieir own strength 
and their own invention shall furnish them withal. In such con- 
dition there is no place for industry, because the fruit thereof is 
uncertain, and consequently no culture of the earth, no navigation 
nor use of the commodities that may be imported by sea, no com- 
modious building, no instruments of moving and removing such 
things as require much forc^ no knowledge of the face of the 
earth; no account of time, no arts, no letters, no society, and, which 
is worst of all, continual fear and danger of violent death, and the 
life of man solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short. 

It may strange to some man that has not well weight 
these tbinga that Nature should thus dissociate and render men 
apt to invade and dntroy one another; and he may therefore, not 
trusting to this inference made &om the passions, desire pwhaps to 
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have the same confinned by experieoce. Let him th«%£ore 
with himself whea taking a journey, he arms himself and seeks to 
go well accompanied; when going to sleep, he locks his doors; when 
even in his house, he locks his chests; and this when he knows 
there be laws and public officers armed to revenge all injuries shall 
I be done him; what ofunion he has of his fellow-subjects when he 
rides armed; of his fellow-citizens, when he locks his doors; and of 
his children and servants, when he locks his chests. Does he not 
there as much accuse mankind by his actions as I do by my words? 
But neither of us accuse man’s nature in it. The desires and other 
passions of man are in themselves no sin. No mate are the acticms 
that proceed from those passions, till they know a law thafi forbids 
them; which, till laws be made, they cannot know, nor mn any 
law be made till they have agreed upon the person that shall npke it. 

It may peradventure be thought there was never such a ti^e nor 
condition of war as this; and I believe it was never generally so 
over all the world, but there are many places where they live so 
now. For the savage people in many places of America, except the 
government of small families the concord whereof dependeth on 
natural lust, have no government at all, and live at this day in 
that brutish manner as I said before. Howsoever, it may be perceived 
what maimer of life there would be where thare were no coihmon 
power to fear, by the manner of life which men that have formerly 
lived under a peaceful government use to degenerate into, in a 
civil war. 

But, though there had never been any time wherein particular 
men were in a condition of war one against another, yet in all times 
kings and persons of sovereign authority, because of their inde- 
pendency, are in continual jealousies and in the state and posture of 
gladiators, having their weapons pointing, and their eyes fixed on 
one another, that is, thdr forts, garrisons, and guns, upon the 
frontiers of their kingdoms, and continual spies upon their neigh- 
bours: which is a posture of war. But because they upheld thereby 
the industry of their subjects, there does nc^ follow from it diat 
misay whi^ accompanies the liberty of particular men. 

To this war of every man against every man this also is conse- 
quent that nothing can be unjust. The notions of right and wrong, 
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9 tbctft is no \a.w*, where no law, no injustice. Force and fraud 
aie in war the two cardinal virtues. Justice and injustice are none 
of die faculties neither of the body nor mind. If they were, they 
might be in a man that were alone in the world, as well as his senses 
and passions. They are qualities that relate to men in society, not 
in solitude. It is consequent also to the same condition that there 
be no propriety, no dominion, no ‘mine* and ‘thine* distinct, but 
only that to be every man’s that he can get, and for so long as he 
can keep it. And thus much for the ill condition wluch man by mere 
nature is actually placed in, though with a possibility to come out 
of it, consisting partly in the passions, partly in his reason. ^ 
The passions that incline men to peace are fear of death, desire 
of such dungs as are necessary to commodious living, and a hope by 
their industry to obtain them. And reason suggesteth convement 
articles of peace, upon which men may be drawn to agreement. 
These artkles are they which otherwise are call^ the Uws of 
Nature, whereof 1 shaU speak more particularly in the two Mowing 

chapters. 


CHAPTER XIV 

Of the Fikst and Second Natural Laws, and of 
Contracts 

is the hberty each ^ of lus own Ufe; 

for d>e »Uch i» to o«i. )«l8«>»> “4 

' B, lib*,’ » 

rf fo. part rf a oW. po«» to 4> 

namts may Me aw y P ^ left him 
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destructive of his life or taketh away the means of preserving the 
same, and to omit that by which he thinketh it may be best pre- 
served. For, though they that speak of this subject use to confound 
jus and lex, ‘right* and ‘law,* yet they ought to be distinguidied; 
because ‘right* consisteth in liberty to do or to forbear, whereas 
‘law* determineth and bindeth to one of them; so that law and 
right differ as much as obligation and liberty; which in one and the 
same matter are inconsistent. 

And because the condition of man, as hath been declared in the 
precedent chapter, is a condition of war of every one againsif every 
one, in which case every one is governed by his own reason, and 
there is nothing he can make use of that may not be a help unto 
him in preserving his life against his enemies, it followeth t^at in 
such a condition every man has a right to everything, even to one 
another*s body. And therefore, as long as this natural rigm of 
every man to everything endureth, there can be no security to any 
man, how strong or wise soever he be, of living out the time which 
Nature ordinarily alloweth men to live. And consequently it is 
a precept or general rule of reason ‘that every man ought to en- 
deavour peace as far as he has hope of obtaining it, and, when he 
cannot obtain it, that he may seek and use all hdps and advantages 
of war.* The first branch of which rule containeth the first and 
fundamental law of Nature, which is, ‘to sedc peace, and follow it.’ 
The second, the sum of the right of Nature, which is, ‘by all means 
we can, to defend ourselves.* 

From this fundamental law of Nature, by which men are com- 
manded to endeavour peace, is derived this second law, ‘that a man 
be willing, when oithers are so too, as ^r-forth as for peace and 
defence of himself he shall think it necessary, to lay down this right 
to all things, and be contented with so much liberty against other 
men as he would allow other men against himself.* For as long 
as every man holdeth this right of doing anything he liketh, so 
long are all men in the condition of war. But if other men will not 
by down their right as well as he, then there is no reason for any 
one to divest himself of his; for that were to expose himself to prey, 
which no man is bound to, rather than to dispose himsdf to peace. 
This is that bw of the Gospel: ‘whatsoever you require that others 
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should do to you, that do ye to them.’ And that law of all men, 
quod ubi fieri non vis, alteri ne feceris. 

To ‘lay down’ a man’s ‘right’ to anything is to ‘divest’ himself of 
the ‘liberty,’ of hindering another of ^e benefit of his own right to 
the same. For he that renounceth or passeth away his right giveth 
not to any other man a right which he had not before, because there 
is nothing to which every man had not right by Nature; but only 
standeth out of his way that he may enjoy his own original right 
without hindrance from him, not without hindrance from another. 


So that the effect which redoundeth to one man, by another man’s 
defect of right, is but so much diminution of impediments to the 
use of his own right original. 

Right is laid aside either by simply renouncing it, or by transferring 
it to another. By ‘simply renouncing’ when he cares not to whom the 
be n efi t thereof redoundeth. By ‘transferring,’ when he intended! the 
benefit thereof to some certain person or persons. And, when a man 
bath in either manner abandoned or granted away his right, then is 
he said to be ‘obliged’ or ‘bound’ not to hinder those to whom such 
right is granted or abandoned from the benefit of it; and that he 
‘ought,’ and it is his ‘duty,’ not to make void that volunt^ act of 
his own; and that such hindrance is ‘injustice’ and ‘injury’ as being 
sine jure, the right being before renounced or transferred. So that 
‘injury’ or ‘injustice,’ in the controversies of the world, is somewhat 
like to that which in the disputations of scholars is called ‘absurdity.’ 
For, as it is there called an absurdity to contrathct what one main- 
tained in the beginning, so in the world it is called injumce an 
injury voluntarily to undo that from the beginning he had volun- 
tarily done. The way by which a man either simply renounceth or 
transferreth his right is a declaration or signification, by some volun- 
ttry and sufficient sign or signs, that he doth so renounce or 
or hath so renounced or transferred, the same, to lum that accepted 
it. And these signs are either wds only ra 

happoKth most often, both ^ ^na- And t^ 

the ‘bonds’ by which men are bound j ^ 

theft strength not ftom their own natm (or 

broken thTa man's word, but ftom fear of wane evd »n..<l«e«* 

Upon the rupture. 
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Whensoever a man transferreth his right or renounceth it, it is 
eiriier in consideration of some right reciprocally transferred to 
himself or for some other good he hopeth fcv thereby. For it is a 
voluntary act; and of the voluntary acts of every man the object is 
some good ‘to himself.* And theref(»e there be some rights which 
no man can be understood by any words (ht other signs to have 
abandoned or transferred. As first a man cannot lay down the 
right of resisting them that assault him by force to take away his 
life, because he cannot be understood to aim thereby at any ,good 
to himsrif. The same may be said of wounds, and chains, and im- 
prisonment^ both because there is no benefit consequent tolsudi 
patience, as there is to the patience of suffering another ro be 
wounded or imprisoned, as also because a man cannot tell when he 
seeth men proceed against him by violence whether they intenoi his 
death or not. And lasdy the motive and end for \^ich this' re- 
nouncing and transferring of right is introduced is nothing else 
but the security of a man’s person in his life and in the means of 
so {reserving life as not to be weary of it. And therefore, if a man 
by words or other signs seem to despoil himself of the end for which 
those signs were intended, he is not to be understood as if he meant 
it or that it was his will, but that he was ignorant of how such 
words and actions were to be interpreted. 

The mutual transferring of right is that which men call ‘contract.’ 

There is difference between transferring of right to the thing and 
transferring or tradition, that is delivery of the thing itself. For the 
thing may be delivered together with the translation of the right, 
as in buying and selling with ready money, or exchange of goods 
or lands, and it may be delivered some time after. 

Again, one of the contractors may deliver the thing contracted 
for on his part, and leave the other to perform his part at sjome 
detominate time after, and in the meantime be trusted; and then 
the comraa on his part is called ‘pact,’ or ‘covenant’; or both parts 
may contract now to perform hereafter; in vriikh cases he that 
is to perfcvm in time to come, being trusted, his performance is 
called ‘keeping of promise,’ or faith, and the hiiling p^ormance, 
if it be vduntary, ‘violation of faith.’ 
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W^t^tra^erring of right is not mutual, but one of the parties 
tran^erreth m ho^ to gain thereby the friendship or service from 
another or from bs friends, or in hope to gain the reputation of 
char^ or iMgnanimity, or to deliver his mind from the pain of com- 
^ssio^ ho^ of reward in heaven, this is not contract but ‘gift,’ 
8*^ grace, which words signify one and the same thingi 

Signs contract are other ‘express’ or ‘by inference.’ ‘Express’ 
are words spoken with understanding of what they signify, and 
such words are other of the time ‘present’ or ‘past,’ as ‘I give,’ ‘I 
grant, 1 have given, 1 have granted,’ ‘I will that this be yours’; 
or of the future, as ‘I will give,’ ‘I will grant,’ which words of the 
future are called ‘promise.’ 

Signs by inference are sometimes the consequence of words, some- 
times the consequence of silence, sometimes the consequence of 
actions, sometimes the consequence of forbearing an action; and 
generally a sign by inference of any contract is whatsoever sufficiently 
argues the will of the contractor. 

Words alone, if they be of the time to come and contain a bare 
promise, are an insufficient sign of a free gift, and therefore not 
obligatory. For if they ’be of the time to come, as ‘to-morrow I 
will give;,’ they are a sign I have not given yet, and consequently 
that my right is not transferred, but remaineth till I transfer it 
by some other act. But if the words be of the time present or past, 
as ‘I have given,’ or ‘do give to be delivered to-morrow,’ then is my 
to-morrow’s right given away to-day, and that by the virtue of 
the words, though there were no other argument of my will. And 
there is a great difference in the signification of these words volo 
hoc tuum esse eras and eras dabo, that is, between ‘I will that this 
be thine to-morrow,’ and ‘I will give it thee to-morrow,’ for the 
word ‘I will,’ in the former manner of speech, signifies an act of 
the will present, but in the latter it signifies a promise of an att 
of the will to come; and therefore the forma: words, being of die 
present, tr ansfer a future right; the latter, that be of the futme, 
tranter nothing. But if there be other signs of the will to transfw a 
right besides words, then, though the gift be free, yet may the right 
be understfMTd to pass by words of the future; as, if a man pn^und 
a prize to him that comes first to the end of a race, thagifr is free; 
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and, though the words be of the future, yet the right passeth; for if 
he would not have his words so be understood, he should not have 
let them run. 

In contracts the right passeth not only where the words are of 
the time present or past, but also where they are of the future; 
because all contract is mutual translation or change of rig^t, and 
therefore he that promiseth only because he hath already received 
the benefit for which he promiseth is to be understood as if he 
intended the right should pass, for,^ i^ess he had been contmt to 
have his words so understood, the other wotild not have performed 
his part first. And for that cause, in buying ‘and selling and Dth» 
acts of contracts, a promise is equivalent to a covenant, and therefore 
obligatory. \ 

He that performeth first in the case of a contract is said to ‘mWit* 
that which he is to recdve by the performance of the other, and he 
hath it as ‘due.’ Also when a prize is propounded to many which is 
to be given to him only that winneth, or money is thrown amongst 
many to be enjoyed by them that catch it, though this be a free gift, 
yet so to win or so to catch is to ‘merit,’ and to have it as ‘due.’ 
For the right is transferred in the propounding of the prize and in 
throwing down the money, though it be not determined to whom 
but by the event of the contention. But there is between these two 
sorts of merit this difference, that in contract I merit by virtue of 
my own power and the contraaor’s need, but in this case of free gift 
1 am enabled to merit only by the benignity of the giver: in contract 
I merit at the contractor’s hand that he should depart with his right; 
in this case of gift 1 merit not that the giver should part with his 
right, but that, when he has parted with it, it should be mine rather 
than another’s. And this I think to be the meaning of that dis- 
tinction of the schools between meritum congrui and meritum con- 
digni. For God Almighty, having promised Paradise to those men 
hoodwinked with carnal desires that can walk through this world 
according to the precepts and limits prescribed by Him, they say 
he that shall so walk shall moit Para^se *x congruo. But because 
no man can demand a right to it by his own righteousness or any 
otho: power in lumself, but by the free grace of God only, they say, 
no man can merit Paradise ex condigno. This, I say, I think is the 
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meaning of that distinction; but, because disputers do not agree 
upon the signification of their own terms of art longer than it serves 
th^ turn, I will not affirm anything of their meaning: only 
■I say — ^when a gift is given indefinitely as a prize to be contended 
for, he that winneth meriteth, and may claim the prize as due. 

If a covenant be made wherein neither of the parties perform 
presently but trust one another, in the condition of mere nature, 
which is a condition of war of every man against every man, upon 
any reasonable suspicion, it is void; but, if there be a common power 
set over them both with right and force sufficient to compel per* 
formance, it is not void. For he that performeth first has no assur* 
ance the other will perform after, because the bonds of words are 
too weak to bridle men’s ambition, avarice, anger, and other passions, 
without the fear of some coercive power, which in the condition 
of mere nature, where all men are equal and judges of the jusmess 
of their own fears, cannot possibly be supposed. And, therefore, he 
which performeth first does but betray himself to his enemy, con- 
trary to the right, he can never abandon, of defending his life and 
means of living. 

But in a civil estate, )vhere there is a power set up to constrmn 
those that would otherwise violate their faith, that fear is no more 
reasonable, and for that cause he which by the covenant is to perform 


first is obliged so to do. 

The cause of fear, which maketh such a covenant invalid, must 
be always snmptbing arising after the covenant made, as some new 
fact or other sign of the will not to perform; else it cannot make 
the covenant void. For that which could not hinder a nm from 
promising ought not to be admitted as a hindrance of performing. 

He that transferred! any right transferreth the means of ^joying 
it as far as Ueth in his power. As he that selleth land is understo^ 
to transfer the herbage and whatsoever grows upon it; nor can he 
that sells a miU turn away the stream that dnves it. And they ^ 
give to a man the right of government in sovereignty are unda- 
stood to give him the right of levying money to mainmn soldiers, 
and of ap^inting magistrates for the adnunistration of 
To nX covenants with brute beasts is impossible, ^ 

pp.<>r«randing OUT speech, they understand not nor accept of any 
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translation of right; nor can trandate any right to another; and 
without mutual acceptation, there is no coverumt. 

To make covenant with God is impossible, but by mediation 
of such as God speaketh to, either by revelation supernatural or by 
His lieutenants that govern under Him and in His name; for 
otherwise we know not whether our covenants be accepted or not. 
And therefore they that vow anything contrary to any law of Nature 
vow in vain, as being a thing unjust to pay such a vow. And, if 
it be a thing commanded by the law of Nature, it is not the vow 
but the law that binds them. « j 

The matter or subject of a covenant is always something! that 
falleth under deliberation, for to covenant is an act of the will,\that 
is to say an act, and the last act of deliberation, and is theraore 
always understood to be something to come, and which is judged 
possible for him that covenanted! to perform. \ 

And therefore to promise that which is known to be impossible is 
no covenant But if that prove impossible afterwards which before 
was thought possible, the covenant is valid and bindeth, though not 
to the thing itself, yet to the value, or, if that also be impossible, to 
the un^gned endeavour of performing as much as is possible, for 
to more no man can be obliged. 

Men are freed of their covenants two ways: by performing or 
being forgiven. For performance is the natural end of obligation, 
and forgiveness the restitution of liberty, as being a retransferring 
of that right in which the obligadon consisted. 

G)venants entered into by fear, in the condition of mere nature, 
are obligatory. For example, if I covenant to pay a ransom or 
service for my life to an enemy, 1 am bound by it, for it is a contract 
wherein one receiveth the benefit of life; and the other is to receive 
money or service for it; and consequendy where no other law, as 
in the oondidon of mere nature, forbid^th the performance, the 
covenant is valid. Tlia’efore prisoners of war, if trusted with the 
payment of thdr ransom, are obliged to pay it; and, if a weaker 
prince make a disadvantageous peace with a strcmger for fear, he 
is bound to keep it, unless, as hath been said b^re, there ariseth 
scxne new and just cause of fear to renew the war. And even in 
commonwealths, if 1 be ferced to redeem myself from a tfeief by 
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«» f»y «. till the civil law dis- 
^ge me. For whaler I may lawfully do without obliaation. 
Ae same I may lawfuUy covenant to do through fear, and^what 
I lawfolly covenant I cannot lawfully break 

A former roveimt makes void a later.’ For a man that hath 
passed away his right ro one man tinlay hath it not to pass to- 
morrow to another, and therefore the later promise passeth I right, 


A covenant Mt to defend myself from force hy force is always 
void. For, as I have shown before, no man can transfer or lay down 
lus right to save himself from death, wounds, and imprisonment, 
the avoiding whereof is the only end of laying down any right; 
and therefore the promise of not resisting force, in no covenant 
transferreth any right, nor is obliging. For, though a man may 
covenant thus, unless I do so or so, kill me,* he cannot covenant 
thus, unless I do so or so, I will not resist you when you come to 
kill me.* For man by nature chooseth the lesser evil, which is 
danger of death in resisting, rather than the greater, which is certain 
and present death in not resisting. And this is granted to be true 
by all men, in that they dead criminals to execution and prison with 
armed men, notwithstanding that such criminals have consented to 
the law by which they are condemned. 


A covenant to accuse oneself without assurance of pardon, is 
likewise invalid. For in the condition of nature, where every man 
is judge, there is no place for accusation; and in the civil state 
the accusation is followed with punishment, which, being force, 


a man is not obliged not to resist. The same is also true of the 
accusation of those by whose condemnation a man falls into misery, 
as of a father, wife, or benefactor. For the testimony of such an 
accuser, if it be not willingly given, is presumed to be corrupted 
by nature, and therefore not to be received; and where a man's 
testimony is not to be credited he is not bound to give it. Also 
accusations upon torture are not to be reputed as testimonies. For 
torture is to be used but as a means of conjecture and Ught; in 
the further examination and search of truth; and what is in that 
case tendeth to the ease of him that is tortured, not to 

the infonniag of the torturers, and therefore ought not to have 
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the credit of a sufiSdent tesdmony, for, whether he ddivw himsdf 
by true or false accusation, he do« it by the right of preserving his 
own life. 

The force of words bdng, as I have formerly noted, too weak 
to hold men to the performance of their covenants, there are in 
man’s nature but two imaginable helps to strengthen it. And those 
are either a fear of the consequence of breaking their word, or a 
glory or pride in appearing not to need to break it. This latter is 
a generosity too rardy found to be presumed on, especially in the 
pursuers of wealth, command, or seniual pleasure, which ar^ the 
greatest part of mankind. The passion to be reckoned upon islfear, 
whereof there be two very general objects: one^ the power of spirits 
invisible^ the other, the power of those men they shall therein ofnnd. 
Of these two, though the former be the greater power, y^\the 
fear of the latter is commonly the greater fear. The fear of 'die 
former is in every man his own rdigion, which hath place in the 
nature of man bdore dvil sodety. The latter hath not so, at least 
not place enough to keep men to their promises; because in the 
condition of mere nature the inequality of power is not discerned 
but by the event of battle. So that before the time of dvil sodety, 
or in the interruption thereof by war, there is nothing can strengtl^en 
a covenant of peace agreed on against the temptations of avarice, 
ambition, lust, or other strong desire, but the fear of that invisible 
power which they every one worship as God and fear as a revenger 
of their perfidy. All therefore that can be done b^een two men 
not subject to dvil power is to put one another to swear by the God 
he feareth, which ‘swearing,’ or ‘oath,’ is ‘a form of speech, added 
to a {MTomise; by which he that promiseth signifieth that, unless he 
perform he renounceth the mercy of his God or calleth to Him for 
vengeance on himself.’ Such was the heathen form, ‘Let Jupiter kill 
me els^ as I kill this beast’ So is our form, ‘I diall do dius, and 
thus, so hdp me God.’ And this, vdth the rites and ceremonies 
whi^ every one useth in his own religion, that the fear of breakiiig 
faidi might be the greater. 

By dds it appears that an oath taken 'according to any other 
form or rite tl^ his that sweareth is in vain, and no oath; and 
that there is no swearing by anything which the swearer thinks not 
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God. For though men have sometimes used to swear by their kings, 
for fear or flattery, yet they would have it thereby understood they 
attributed to them divine honour. And that swearing unnecessarily 
by God is but profaning of His name; and swearing by other things, 
as men do in common discourse, is not swearing but an impious 
custom, gotten by too much vehemence of talking. 

It appears also that the oath adds nothing to the obligation. For a 
covenant, if lawful, binds in the sight of God without the oath 
as much as with it: if unlawful, bindeth not at all, though it be 
confirmed with an oath. 


CHAPTER XV 
Of Other Laws of Nature 

From that law of Nature by which we are obliged to transfer to 
another such rights as, being retained, hinder the peace o£ mankind, 
there foUoweth a third, which is this, ‘that men perform their 
covenants made’; without which covenants are in vain, and but 
empty words: and the.right of aU men to aU things remaining, we 

are still in the condition of war. • • 1 c 

And in this law of Nature consisted! the fountain and ongmal 
‘iustice.’ For, where no covenant hath preceded, there hath no right 
been transferred, and every man has right to everything; and con- 
sequently, no action can be unjust But when a 
then to break it is ‘unjust’; and the defimtion of injustice is no 
other than ‘the not performance of covenant’ And whatsoever is 

“bw £ii”~venants of mutual trust, where Acre is a f^ ^ 

aot ^rmance on either part as hath 1^ 

rKanter are invalid, though the ongmal of jusnce be Ae makmg 

to c«. be Mne, an the =«« 

condition of war, cannot be done. ^ ’ coerdve power 

cao luv. pto b, 

to compel men equally to the pert Kpnpfit- thev exoect 
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by the breadi o£ their covenant; and to make good that {»’opriety 
which by mutual comract men acquire in recompense of the uni- 
versal right they abandon; and such power there is none before the 
erection of a commonwealth. And this is also to be gathered out of 
the ordinary definition of justice in the schools; for they say that 
‘justice is the constant will of giving to every man his own.’ And 
therefore where there is no ‘own’ there is no propriety, there is no 
injustice; and where there is no coercive power erected, that is, 
where there is no conunonwealth, there is no propriety, all men 
having right to all things: therefore*, Svhere there is no comihon- 
wealth, there nothing is unjust. So that the nature of justice con- 
sisteth in keeping of valid covenants; but the validity of covenants 
begins not but with the constitution of a civil power sufficient to 
compel men to keep them; and then it is also that propriety begins. 

The fool hath said in his heart there is no such thing as justice, 
and sometimes also with his tongue, seriously alleging that every 
man’s conservation and contentment, being committed to his own 
care, there could be no reason why every man might not do what 
he thought conduced thereunto; and therefore also to make or not 
make, keep or not keep, covenants was not against reason when it 
conduced to one’s benefit. He does not therein deny that there be 
covenants, and that they are sometimes broken, sometimes kept, 
and that such breach of them may be called injustice, and the ob- 
servance of them justice; but he questioneth whether injustice, tak- 
ing away the fear of God, for the same fool hath said in his heart 
there is no God, may not sometimes stand with that reason which 
dicuteth to every man his own good; and particularly then when it 
conduceth to such a benefit as shall put a man in a condition to 
neglect not only the dispraise and revilings, but also the power, 
of other men. The kingdom of God is gotten by violence; but what 
if it could be gotten by unjust violence? Were it against reason so 
to get it, when it is imposable to receive hurt by it? And, if it be 
not against reason, it is not against justice, or else justice is not to be 
approved for good. From such reasoning as this, successful wicked- 
ness hath obtained the name of virtue, and s(»ne that in all other 
diings have disaUowed the violation oi faith, yet have allowed it when 
it is fw the getting of a kingdom. And the hradien that believed that 
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Saturn was deposed by his son Jupiter believed nevertheless the 
same Jupiter to be the avenger o£ injustice, somewhat like to a piece 
of law in Coke’s Commentaries on Littleton, where he says, if the 
right heir of the crown be attainted of treason, yet the crown shall 
descend to him, and eo instante the attainder be void; from which 
instances a man will be very prone to infer that, when the heir ap- 
parent of a kingdom shall kill him that is in possession, though his 
father, you may call it injustice or by what other name you wiU, 
yet it can never be against reason, seeing all the voluntary actions 
of men tend to the benefit of themselves; and those actions are most 
reasonable that conduce most to their ends. This specious reasoning 
is nevertheless false. 


For the question is not of promises mutual, where there is no 
security of performance on either side, as when there is no civil power 
erected over the parties promising, for such promises are no cove- 
nants, but other where one o£ the parties has perfortned already, 
or where there is a power to make him perform, there is the ques- 
don whether it be against reason, that is against the benefit of the 
other to perform or not. And I say it is not against reason. For the 
manifestation whereof we are to consider, first, that when a man 
doth a thing which notwithstanding anything can be foreseen an 
reckoned on tendeth to his own destruction, howsoever some aradent 
which he could not expect, arriving may turn it to his 
such events do not make it reasonably or wisely done. Seconffly, 
that, in a condition of war, wherein every man to every mai^ for 
warn of a common power to keep them aU in awe, is an ^^y, ^ 
Tno Ln who can hope by his own strength or wit to drfend him- 
self from destruction without the help of confederates; where ev^ 
fe same defence by the confederation that any one dse 

does; Z therefore he which declares he Sty 

those that help him can in reason expect no ^ 

than what can be had from his own smgle ^ 

breaketh his covenant, and 

he may with reason do so, bS 

unite themsdves for P«f“ “ be retained in it without 

that receive him; nor, when he 1 cannot reason- 

seang the danger of their error; which errors a man c^ 
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ably reckon upon as the means of his security; and therefore, if he 
be left or cast out of society, he perisheth; and if he live in society, 
it is by the errors of other men wluch he could not foresee nor 
reckon upon, and consequently against the reason of his preserva- 
tion; and so, as all men that contribute not to his destruction, for- 
bear him only out of ignorance of what is good for themselves. 

As for the instance of gaining the secure and perpetual felicity 
of heaven by any way, it is frivolous; there being but one waj 
imaginable; and that is not breaking, but keeping of covenant. 

And, for the other instance of attainihg sovereignty by rebellion, 
it is manifest that, though the event follow, yet, because it cannot 
reasonably be expected, but rather the contrary, and because by ran- 
ing it so, others are taught to gain the same in like manner, the 
attempt thereof is against reason. Justice therefore, that is to say 
keeping of covenant, is a rule of reason by which we are forbidden 
to do anything destructive to our life; and consequently a law of 
Nature. 

There be some that proceed further, and will not have the law 
of Nature to be those rules which conduce to the preservation of 
man’s life on earth, but to the attaining of an eternal felicity after 
death; to which they think the breach of covenant may conduce; and 
consequently be just and reasonable; such are they that think it a 
work of merit to kill or depose or rebel against the sovereign power 
constituted over them by their own consent. But, because there is 
no natural knowledge of man’s estate after death, much less of the 
reward that is then to be given to breach of faith, but only a belief 
grounded upon other men’s saying that they know it supernaturally, 
or that they know those that knew them, that knew others, that 
knew it supernaturally; breach of faith cannot be called a precept 
of reason or nature. 

Others that allow for a law of Nature the keeping of faith do 
nevertheless make exception of certain persons as heretics and such 
as use not to perform their covenant to others; and this also is 
against reason. For if any fault of a man be sufficient to discharge 
our covenant made, the same ought in reason to have been sufficient 
to have hindered the making of it. 

The names of just, and unjust, when diey are attributed to men, 
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signify one thing; and when they are attributed to actions, another. 
When they are attributed to men, they rignify conformity or in- 
confo^ty of m^ers to reason. But, when they are attributed 
to actions, they signify the conformity or inconformity to reason, 
not of manners or manner of life but of particular actions. A just 
man, therefore, is he that taketh all the care he can that his actions 
may be all just, and an unjust man is he that neglecteth it And such 
men are more often in our language styled by the names of righteous 
and unrighteous than just and unjust, though the meaning be the 
same. Therefore a righteous man does not lose that title by one 
or a few unjust actions that proceed from sudden passion or mistake 
of things or persons; nor does an unrighteous man lose his character 
for such actions as he does, or forbears to do, for fear, because his 
will is not framed by the justice but by the apparent benefit of what 
he is to do. That which gives to human actions the relish of justice 
is a certain nobleness or gallantness of courage, rarely found, by 
which a man scorns to be beholden for the contentment of his life 


to fraud or breach of promise. This justice of the manners is that 
which is meant where justice is called a virtue, and injustice a vice. 

But the justice of actions denominates men not just, ‘guiltless’; 
and the injustice of the same, which is also called injury, gives them 
but the name of ‘guilty.’ 

A gain, the injustice of manners is the disposition or aptitude to 
do injury, and is injustice before it proceeds to act, and without 
supposing any individual person injured. But the injustice of an 
action, that is to say injury, supposeth an individual person injured, 
namely him to whom the covenant was made; and therefore many 
times the injury is received by one man when the damage re- 
doundeth to another. As when the master commandeth his servant to 
give money to a stranger: if it be not done, the injury is done to 
the master, whom he had before covenanted to obey; but the dama^ 
redoundeth to the stranger, to whom he had no obligatron, and 
d>«efo« could not lojote Mm. And » aim in j^nw^dm 

frivam men ma, rank to one another to ddn^ bnt no. 

or oto violences whereby the, are end^gei became 
raining of debt U an injur, ro themselvet, but robber, and violeiice 
are injuries to the person of the conunonwealth. ^ 
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Whatsoever is done to a man conformable to his own will signified 
to the doer is no injury to him. For, if he that doeth it hath not 
passed away his original right to do what he please by some ante- 
cedent covenant, there is no breach of covenant, and therefore no 
injury done him. And if he hav^ then his w^ to have it done 
being signified is a release of that covenant, and so again there is 
no injury done him. 

Justice of action is by writers divided into ‘commutadve’ and 
'distributive’; and the former they say consisteth in proportion 
arithmetical, the latter in proportion geometrical. Commutative, 
therefore, they place in the equality of value of the things contracted 
for; and distributive, in the distribution of equal benefit to men 
of equal merit. As if it were injustice to sell dearer than we buy, 
or to give more to a man than he merits. The value of all thfiigs 
contraaed for i& measured by the appetite of the contractors; and 
therefore the just value is that which they be contented to give. 
And merit, besides that which is by covenant, where the perform- 
ance on one part meriteth the performance of the other part, and 
falls tmder justice commutative not distributive, is not due by 
justice, but is rewarded of grace only. And therefore this dis- 
tinction, in the sense wherein it useth to be expounded, is not right. 
To speak properly, commutative justice is the justice of a contractor; 
that is, a performance of covenant in buying and selling, hiring 
and letting to hire, lending and borrowing, exchanging, bartering, 
and other acts of contract. 

And distributive justice, the justice erf an arbitrator; that is to say, 
the act of defining what is just. Wherein, being trusted by them 
that make him arbitrator, rf he perform his trust he is said to 
distribute to every man his own; and this is indeed just distribution, 
and may be called, though improperly, distributive justice, but more 
{Ht^ly equity, which ^so is a law of Nature, as dball be shown in 
due place. 

As justice dependeth on antecedent covenant, so does ‘gratitude’ 
depend on antecedent grace, that is to say, antecedent free gift; and 
is the fourth law of Nature; which may be concaved in this form, 
'that a man, whidi receiveth benefit from anotho' of mere grace, 
endeavour that he which giveth it have no reasonable cause to re- 
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f intention o£ 
^ to himself; because gA is voluntary; and of aU voluntary acts 

the <*,ect is to ev^ man his own good, of which, if men see they 
shall be frustrated, there wiU be no beginning of benevolence, or 
trust, nor consequently of mutual help, nor of reconcUiation of one 
man to another; and therefore they are to remain still in the condi- 
tion of ‘war,’ which is contrary to the first and fundamental law of 
Nature, which commandeth men to ‘seek peace.’ The breach of this 
law is called ‘ingratitude,’ and hath the same relation to grace that 
injustice hath to obligation by covenant. 


A fifth law of Waturey is complaisance^’ that is to say, ‘that every 
man strive to accommodate himself to the rest.’ For the under- 
standing whereof, we may consider that there is in men’s aptness 
to society, a diversity of nature, rising from their diversity of aflEec- 
tions, not unlike to that we see in stones brought together for 
building of an edifice. For as that stone which by the asperity and 
irregularity of figure takes more room from others than itself fills, 
and for the hardness cannot be easily made plain, and thereby 
hindereth the building, is by the builders cast away as unprohtable 
and troublesome, so also a man that by asperity of nature will strive 
to retain those things which to himself are superfluous and to others 
necessary, and for the stubbornness of his passions cannot be cor- 
rected, is to be left or cast out of society as cumbersome thereunto. 
For seeing every man, not only by right but also by necessity of 
nature, is supposed to endeavour all he can to obtain that which 
is necessary for his conversation, he that shall oppose himself against 
it for things superfluous is guilty of the war that thereupon is to 
follow; and therefore doth that which is contrary to the funda- 
mental law of Nature, which commandeth ‘to seek peace.’ The 
observers of this law may be called ‘sociable’ — ^the Latins call them 
cotntnodi; the contrary, ‘stubborn,* ‘insoaable,* ‘froward,’ ‘intract- 


able.* 

A sixth law of Nature is this, ‘that, upon caution of the future 
time, a ought to pardon the offences past of them that, re- 
penting, derire it.’ For ‘pardon* is nothing but granting of peace, 
which, though granted to them that persevere in thrir hostility, be 
not peace but fear; yet not granted to them that give^ caution of 
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the future time is sign of an aversion to peac^ and therefore con- 
trary to the law of Nature. 

A seventh is, ‘that in revenges,’ that is, retribution of evil for 
evil, ‘men look not at the greatness of the evil past but the greatness 
of the good to follow.’ Wherd)y we are forbidden to inflict punish- 
ment with any other design than for correction of the offender or 
direction of others. For this law is consequent to the next before it^ 
that commandeth pardon, upon security of the future time. Besides, 
revenge, without respect to the exam|>le and profit to come, is a 
triumph or glorying in the hurt of another tending to no endt for 
the end is always somewhat to come; and glorying to no end is 
vain-glory and contrary to reason, and to hurt without reason 
tendeth to the introduction of war, which is against the lam of 
Nature, and is commonly styled by the name of ‘cruelty.’ \ 

And because all agns of hatred or contempt provoke to figm, 
insomuch as most men choose rather to hazard their life than not 
to be revenged, we may in the eighth place, for a law of Nature, set 
down this precept, ‘that no man by deed, word, countenance or 
gesture, declare hatred or contempt of another.’ The breach of 
which law is commonly called ‘contumely.’ 

The question who is the better man has no place in the condition 
of mere nature; where as has been shown before, all men are equal. 
The inequality that now is has been introduced by the laws civil. 
I know that Aristode in the first book of his Politics, for a founda- 
tion of his doctrine maketh men by nature some more worthy to 
command, meaning the wiser sort, such as he thought himself to be 
for his philosophy, others to serve meaning those that had strong 
bodies but were not philosophers as he; as if master and servant 
were not introduced by consent of men but by difference of wit, 
which is not only against reason but also against experience. For 
there are very few so foolish that had not rather govern themselves 
dian be governed by others; nor, when the wise in their own conceit 
contend by force with them who distrust their own wisdom, do they 
always, or often, or almost at any dme, get the victory. If Nature 
therefore have made men equal, that equality is to be acknowledged; 
or, if Nature have made men unequal, yet because men that think 
themsdves equal will not enter into conditions of peace but upon 
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^ual suA equality must be admitted. And therefore for 
the mth law of Nature I put this, ‘that every man 

for his equal by nature.* The breaA of this preSe^ 

On law depended! another, ‘that at the entrance into condi- 
tion of peace no ^ r^mre to reserve to himself any right which 

he IS not content should be reserved to every oneof the rii' Asitis 

necessary for aU men that seek peace to lay down certain rights of 

nature that IS to My, not to have liberty to do all they list, m i, it 

ne^ary for man s life to retam some, as right to govern their own 
bodi^ enjoy air, wter, motion, ways to go from place to place, and 
all tlungs else without which a man cannot live or not live well. If 
in this case, at the making of peace, men require for themselves that 
which they would not have to be granted to others, they do contrary 
to the precedent law, that commanded! the acknowledgement of 
natural equality, and therefore also against the law of Nature The 
observers of this law are those we call ‘modest,* and the breakers 
‘arrogant* men. The Greeks call the violation of this lawarXcosefta, 
that is, a deare of more than their share. 

Also if ‘a man he trusted to judge between man and man,* it is a 
precept of the law of Nature ‘that he deal equally between them.* 
For without that the controversies of men cannot be dprprminwi 
but by war. He therefore that is partial in judgment doth what in 
him lies to deter men from the use of judges and arbitrators, and 
consequendy against the fundamental law of Nature, is the cause 
of war. 

The observance of this law, from the equal distribution to each 
man of that which in reason belonged! to him, is called ‘equity,* 
and, as 1 have stud before^ distributive justice; the violation, ‘ac- 
c^tion of persons,* srpwwroX^io. 

And from this followed! anothtf law, *diat such things as cannot 


be divided be enjoyed in common, if it can be; and, if die quantity 
of the thing pemtit, without stint; otherwise proportionably to the 
nnmbw of them dtat have ‘right.* For otherwise the disttfoution is 
unequal and contrary to equity. 

But some things there be that can ndther be divided nor enjoyed 
in mmtnnn Then the law of Nature* which prescrilyd! equity, 
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requireth 'diat the entire right, or rise making the use alternate^ 
dw first possession, be determined by lot.’ For equal distribution is 
of the law of Nature, and other means of equal distribution cannot 
be imagined. 

Of ‘lots’ there be two sorts, ‘arbitrary,’ and ‘natural.* Arbitrary is 
that which is agreed on by the competitors; natural is other ‘primo* 
geniture,’ which the Greeks call/cXqpo)ioMla, which signifies ‘given by 
lot’ or ‘first seizure.’ 

And therefore those things which cannot be enjoyed in conunon 
ncH* divided ought to be adjudged 'td the first possessor; anjd in 
some cases to the first born, as acquired by lot. 

It is also a law of Nature ‘that all men that mediate peacA be 
allowed safe conduct.’ For the law that commandeth peace aslthe 
end, commandeth intercesaon as the ‘means’ and to interces^on 
the means is safe condua. 

And because, though men be never so willing to dbserve these 
laws, there may nevertheless arise questions concerning a man’s 
action; first, whether it were done or not done; secondly, if done, 
whether against the law or not against the bw; the former whereof 
is called a question ‘of fact,’ the latter a question ‘of right,’ therefore, 
unless the parties to the question covenant mutually to stand to the 
sentaice of another, they are as far from peace as ever. This other 
to whose sentence they submit is called an ‘arbitrator.’ And there- 
fore it is of the law of Nature ‘that they that are at controversy 
submit their right to the judgment of an arbitrator.’ 

And, seeing every man is presumed to do all things in order to 
his own benefit, no man is a fit arbitrator in his own cause, and if 
he were never so fit^ yet, equity allowing to each party equal benefit, 
if one be admitted to be judge, the other is to be admitted also; 
and so the controversy, that is, the cause oi war, remains against 
the law of Nature. 

For the same reason no man in any cause oug^ to be received for 
arbitrator to whcun greater profit, or honour, or pleasure, apparendy 
ariseth out of the victory of one party than cf the other; for he hadi 
taken, though an unavoidable brib^ yet a bribe, and no man can 
be obliged to trust him. And thus also the controversy and the con- 
dition of war remaineth, contrary to the law of Nature. 
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And in a controversy of *£act,* the judge, being to give no more 
credit to one than to the other if there be no other arguments, must 
give credit to a third, or to a third and fourth, or more; for else 
the question is undecided and left to force, contrary to the law of 
Nature. 

These are the laws of Nature, dictating peace, for a means of the 
conservation of men in multitudes, and which only concern the 
doctrine of civil society. There be other things tending to the destruc- 
tion of particular men, as drunkenness and all other parts of intem- 
perance; which may therefore also be reckoned amongst those things 
which the law of Nature hath forbidden, but are not necessary to be 


mentioned, nor are pertinent enough to this place. 

And though this may seem too subtle a deduction of the laws of 
Nature to be taken notice of by all men, whereof the most part are 
too busy in getting food and the rest too negligent to understand, 
yet, to leave all men inexcusable, they have been contracted into 
one easy sum, intelligible even to the meanest capacity; and that is, 
‘Do not that to another which thou wouldst not have done to thy- 
self; which showeth him that he has no more to do in learning 
the laws of Nature but when weighing the actions of other men 
with his own, they seem too heavy, to put them into the other part of 
the balance and his own into their place, that his own passions and 
self-love may add nothing to the weight; and then there is none of 
these laws of Nature that will not appear unto him very reasonable. 

The laws of Nature oblige in foro interno, that is to say, they bind 
to a desire they should take place; but in foro extemo that is, to the 
putting them in act, not always. For he that should be modest ^d 
LctaWe and perform all he promises, in such ume and place wlrere 
no man else £uld do so, should but make himself a 
and procure his own certain ruin, contrary to the ground ^ 
of Nature which tend to Nature’s preservation. And, apin, he 
IrSg ^cient security that others sh^ ob^e the ^ 

laws towards him, observes diein not “by^vio- 

but war, and consequently the destruction of his nature by vkv 





412 THOMAS HOBBES 

in case a man think it contrary. For, though his action in this case 
be according to the law, yet his purpose was against the law; which, 
where the obligation is in foro interna, is a breach. 

The laws of Nature are immutable and eternal; for injustice in* 
gratitude arrogance;, prid^ iniquity, acception of persons, and the 
res^ can never be made lawful. For it can never be that war shall 
preserve life, and peace destroy it. 

The same laws, because they oblige only to a desire and endeavour 
—I mean an unfeigned and constant endeavour— are easy to be 
observed. For, in that they require nothing but endeavour, hefthat 
endeavoureth their performance fulfilleth them, and he thanful- 
fUleth the law is just. 

And the science of them is the true and only moral philosophy. 
For moral philosophy is nothing else but the science of what is 
‘good’ and ‘evil’ in the conversation and society of mankind. ‘GoPd’ 
and ‘evil’ are names that signify our appetites and aversions, which, 
in difFerent tempers, customs, and doctrines of men, are different; 
and divers men differ not only in their judgment on the senses of 
what is pleasant and unpleasant to the taste, smell, hearing, touch, 
and sight, but also of what is conformable or disagreeable to reason 
in the actions of common life. Nay, the same man in divers times 
differs from himself, and one time praiseth, that is calleth good, what 
another time he dispraiseth and calleth evil; from whence arise dis- 
putes, controvernes, and at last war. And therefore, so long as a 
man is in the condition of mere nature, which is a condition of war, 
as private appetite is the measure of good and evil, and consequently 
all men agree on this, that peace is good, and therefore also the way 
or means of peace, which, as I have showed before are ‘justice,’ 
‘gratitude,’ ‘modesty,’ ‘equity,’ ‘mercy,’ and the rest of the laws of 
Nature are good; ^t is to say, ‘moral virtues’; and their a)ntrary 
*vices,’ evil. Now the science of virtue and vice is moral philosophy, 
and ^erefore the true doctrine of the laws of Nature is the true 
moral philosophy. But the writers of moral philosophy, though they 
acknowledge the same virtues and vices, yet, not seeing wherein 
consisted thdr goodness, nor that they come to be praised as the 
means of peaceably sociable, and comfortable living, place them in a 
mediocrity of passions; as if not the causey but the degree of daring 
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made fortitude; or cot die cause, but the quantity, a gift, 
liberality. 

These dictates of reason men used to call by the name of laws, but 
improperly; for they are but conduaons or theorems mncwning 
what conduced! to the conservation and defence of themselves; 
whereas law, properly, is the word of him that by right hath com- 
mand over others. But yet if we conrider the same thenr ams , as 
ddivered in the word of God, that by right commanded! all things, 
then are they properly called laws. 


CHAPTER XVI 

Of Persons, Axmioiis, and Things Personated 

A PERSON is he ‘whose words or actions are considered, either as lus 
own or as representing the words or actions of another man, or of 
any o t her rhing , to whom they are attributed, whether truly or by 
fiction.’ 

When they are coitsidered as his own, then is he called a ‘natural 
person’; and, when they are considered as representing the vrards and 
actions of another, then is he a ‘feigned’ or ‘artificial person.’ 

The word person is Latin; instead whereof the Gredcs have 
vpbvwKW, which signifies the ‘face,’ as persom in Latin signifies 
the ‘disguise’ or ‘outward appearance’ of a man, counterfdted on Ae 
stage, and sometimes more particularly that part of it vritiA dis- 
guiseth the face, as a mask or vizard, and from the suge ham been 
translated to any representer of speech and action, as vvdl m tribuna s 
as theatres. So that a ‘person’ is the same that an ‘actor is, both on the 
stage and in common conversation; and to ‘personate k to ac^ or 
‘represent,’ himself or another; and he that a«eth another is said to 
beL hU person, or act in his name, in which sense “ 

where heays: UntususHtu^tresper$^;mtt.<^^^^^^^^ 

I bear three persons; my own, my adversary s, and the j g , 
is caUed in dWerse occasions, diversdy: as “X 

sentative,’ a ‘Ueutenant,’ a ‘vicar,’ an ‘attorney, a deputy, a procura 

ha« d.. -a acta w 
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by du>se whom tliey rqxrese&t Aad tfaea die peraon is die *actor,’ 
and he that owneth his words and actions is the ‘author,* in which 
case the actor actedi by amtimrity. For diat udiich in speaking of 
^wds and possessions is called an ‘owner* and in Ladn dominus, in 
Greek xitpios; speaking of actions is called author. And as the right 
at possession is called dominion, so the right of doing any action is 
called ‘authority.* So that by authority is always understood a right of 
doing any act, and ‘done by authority,* done by commission or 
licence from him whose right it is. 

From hence it followeth that, when ‘the actor maketh a covenant 
by authority, he bindeth therdiy the author no less than if he had 
made it himself and no less subjected! him to all the consequraces 
of the same. And therefore all that hath been said formerly (^p. 
xiv) of the nature of covenants between man and man in their natu- 
ral capacity is true also when they are made by their actors, re^re- 
senters, or procurators, that have authority from them, so far forth 
as is in their commission, but no further. 

And therefore he that maketh a covenant with the aaor or rqjro- 
senter, not knowing the authority he hath, doth it at his own peril. 
For no man is obliged by a covenant whereof he is not author, nor 
consequendy by a covenant made against or beside the authority 
he gave. 

When the actor doth anything against the law of Nature by com- 
mand of the author, if he be obliged by former covenant to obey 
him, not he but the author breaketh the law of Nature; for, though 
the action be against the law of Nature, yet it is not his; but, con- 
trarily, to refuse to do it, is against the law of Nature, that fbibiddeth 
breach of covenant. 

And he that maketh a covenant with the author by mediation of 
die actor, not knowing what authority he hath, but only takes his 
word, in case such authority be not made manifest unto him tqx>n 
ApvnattA, is no longer ddige^ for the covenant made vrith the author 
is not valid without his counter-assurance. But if he that so cove- 
nanted! knew beforehand he was to eiqiea no other ^urance dian 
die act(»r*s word, then is the covenant valiC because the actor in this 
case mak^ himsdf the author. And dwrefore, as when the au- 
thority is evident, the covenant oUigedi the author, not die actcar, so, 
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whea die authority is feigned, it obligeth die actor tmly, diere being 
no author but himself. 

There are few tlungs that are incapable of bdng represented by 
ficQon. Inammate diings, as a church, an hospital, a bridge, may be 
personated by a rector, master, or overseer. But things inanimate 
rannn r be authors, nor dierefore give authority to their actors; yet 
the actors may have audiority to procure their maintenance given 
rK>ni by those that are owners or governors of those things. And 
therefore such things cannot be personated before there be some 
state of civil government. 

likewise children, fools, and madmen, that have no use of reason, 
may be personated by guardians or curators, but can be no authors, 
during chat time, of any action done by them longer than, when 
they shall recover the use of reason, they shall judge the same reason- 
able. Yet during the folly he that hath right of governing them may 
give authority to the guardian. But this again has no plara but 
in a state civil, because before such estate there is no dominion of 


persons. 

An idol, or mere figment of the brain, may be personated, as were 
the gods of the heathen, vyhich, by such officers as the state apjiointed, 
were personated, and held possessions and other goods and rights, 
which men from time to time dedicated and con^ated unto Uiem. 
But idols cannot be authors, for an idol is nothing. The auttonty 
proceeded from the state; and therefore before introduction of avil 
government the gods of the heathen could not be personated. 

The true God may be personated. As He was, first, by Moses, 
vriio governed the Israelites, that were not his, but God s peopl^ not 
in his own name, with hoc dicit Moses, but in God s name, wth hoc 
dicit Dominus. Secondly, by the Son of man. His own Son, om 
blessed Saviour Jesus Christ, that came to reduce the Jevvs, ^ 
all nadona imo the kingdom ot ^ 

»lf but a. «nt fmm His Fadmr. And thrf„ b, ^ 

or Comforter, speaking and working in the Apostles, which Holy 
Ghost was a Comforter that came not of Himself, but was sent an 

r ^ 

man or one person represented, so that it be done widi the consent 
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o£ every one o£ that multitude in particular. For it is the ‘unity* of 
the r^resento’, not the ‘imity* of the represented, that maketh the 
person ‘one.* And it is the {presenter t^t bearedi the person, and 
but one person; and ‘unity* cannot otherwise be understood in mul* 
dtude. 

And because die multitude naturally is not ‘one* but ‘many,* they 
cannot be imderstood for one, but many authors, of everything their 
representative saith or doth in their name, every man giving thdr 
common rqiresenter authority from himsdf in particular, and own- 
ing all the actions the representer doth, in case they give 1^ 
authority without stint; otherwise, when they limit him in what ud 
how iai he shall represent them, none of them owneth more than 
they gave him commission to act. 1 

And, if the representative consist of many men, the voice of 
greater number must be considered as the voice of them all. For if 
the lesser number pronounce for example in the affirmative, and the 
greater in the negative, there will be negatives more than enough to 
destroy the affirmatives; and thereby the excess of negatives, standing 
uncontradicted, are the only voice the representative hath. 

And a representative of even number, especially when the number 
is not grea^ whereby the contradictory voices are oftentimes equal, 
is therefore oftentimes mute and incapable of action. Yet in some 
cases contradictory voices equal in number may determine a ques- 
tion, as in condemning or absolving, equality of votes, even in that 
they condemn not, do absolve, but not on the contrary condemn in 
that they absolve not. For when a cause is heard, not to condemn 
is to absolve; but, on the contrary, to say that not absolving is con- 
demning is not true. The like it is in a ddiberation of executing pres- 
ently or deferring till another time; for when the voices are equal, 
the not decreeing execution is a decree of dilation. 

. Or if the niunber be odd, as three or more^ men or assemblies, 
whereof every one has by a negative voice authority to take away 
the effiect of all the affirmative voices of the rest^ this number is no 
representative; because^ by the diversity of opinions and interests of 
men, it becomes oftentimes, and in cases of the greatest consequence 
a mute person and unapt, as for many things dse; so for the govern- 
ment of a multitude, especially in time of war. 
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Of authors there be two sorts. The first ^ply so called; which 
I have before defined to be him that owneth the action of another 
amply. The second is he that owneth an action or covenant of 
another conditionally, that is to say, he undertaketh to do k if the 
other doth it not at or before a certdn time. And these authors con- 
ditional are generally called ‘suredes,* in Ladn, fidejussores, and 
sponsores, and pardcularly for debt, praedes; and for appearance 
before a judge or magistrate, vades. 



